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INTRODUCTION. 



In the war between the States, while the long defense of Charleston, 
South Carolina, was progressing under my command against a formidable 
attacrk by land and sea, and with then unprecedented appliances of war- 
fare, it became evident to me that a well-prepared and authentic history 
of the operations was due as well to the brave forces of the South 
engaged as to the claims of military study and experience everywhere. 

Accordingly, I issued the special order printed below, making pro- 
vision for the need. It gives me pleasure now to find that such a history 
has, at length, been written by one of the officers originally appointed, 
whose work has been accepted and approved by two other members of 
the same board, as well as examined in part by myself. They unite 
with me in introducing and recommending it to the public. 

G. T. Beauregard. 

New OrUanSy La., Jan. 7, 1890. 



Hrad-Qdartrr8 Drpartment of S. C, Qa., and Florida, 
CHARLK8T0!f, S. C, April 19, 18fl4. 
* * * * * 



} 



Extract | A Board to consist of five (5) members will assemble 

Special Order, v j^ Charleston, S. C, on the 20th day of April, 18()4, or as 

No. 109, I V . ) g^^jj thereafter as practicable, for the purpose of c«)in piling 

a military history of the siege of Charleston, S. C, to commence with 

the date of the naval attack on Fort Sumter, April 7, 18G3. 

The following are appointed members of the Board: Hon. Pierre 
Soul^, Vol. A. D. C, President ; Major W. S. Basinger, Arty. P. A. C. 8. ;» 
Captain John Johnson, Engineers; Lieutenant John R. Key, Engineers, 
draughtsman. Captain H. W. Feilden, A. A. General, will, in addition 
to his present duties, act as Recorder for the Board, and if necessary may 
employ a competent clerk as an assistant. 

' Thifl designation of Major Basinger was erroneous. He was the commander of 
the Savannah Volunteer Quards, a volunteer corps of Savannah, Ga., which had 
been mustered into the service of the Confederate States " for the tvar," and was 
known in the service as the Eighteenth Georgia battalion. J. J. 
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4 INTRODUCTION. 

Captain Johnson will continue to supervise the defense of Fort Sumter, 
but will leave an assistant in immediate charge of that work. He will 
be furnished by the chief engineer with a boat and crew, that he may 
visit the fort whenever necessary. 

By command of Greneral Beauregard. 

H. WEMYS8 FeILDKX, 

Capf., A, A, G. 



The course of events immediately following the issue of the foregoing 
order of General Beauregard causing the dispersion of the officers com- 
posing the Board to distant parts of the Confederate States, and result- 
ing in the fall and dissolution of the Confederacy, made impossible the 
execution of the order by the Board as a whole, and appeared to defeat 
the design of the general to preserve an authentic and detailed account, 
from our side, of the defense of Charleston, so honorable to the Confed- 
erate arms. 

But that which the Board, as a whole, was thus prevented from doing 
has been done by Captain (afterward Major) Johnson, one of the Board, 
in his history of The Defense of Charleston Harbor ^ which is about to be 
given to the public. Nor is there any occasion for regret in the fact that 
Major Johnson has prepared this history without the aid of any of his 
colleagues. For it must be said that if the Board, as a whole, had had 
opportunity to attempt the duty assigned them, tlie laboring oar would 
inevitably have fallen to him. Passing by his other eminent qualifica- 
tions for the task — any comment upon ^vhich in this place would, I am 
sure, be displeasing to him — his intimate connection with the defense as 
an engineer officer, and his special charge at Fort Sumter, which became, 
almost from the first, the main point of attack and defense, afforded him 
a knowledge and comprehension of details possessed by no other mem- 
ber of the Board. If, in addition to these considprations, it is borne in 
mind that his residence in Charleston since the war has tended to keep 
fresh in his mind familiarity with localities, and has afforded him access 
to many original sources of information, the inference is easy that aid 
from his colleagues would have been a hindrance to him rather than a 
help. 

I have had the privilege of a hasty glance through Major Johnson's 
manuscript, and if approval from me is worth anything, I confidently 
commend his work as in the highest degree interesting, not only to those 
who took part in the scenes he describes and to all adherents of the Con- 
federacy, but to all students of the military art. 

Wm. S. Basinger, 
Former It/ Major Comdg. Sav. Vol, Guards^ 18th Ga, Battalion, 
Dahlonbqa, Ga., ) 
Jan. 22, 1890. i 



INTRODUCTION. 5 

Though five-and-twenty years have elapsed since the close of the 
operations around the city of Charleston, the lessons to be derived 
from their study are as important as ever. We find a l^rge commercial 
city, at the commencement of a great war defended by nearly obsolete 
works and with several unguarded approaches, rendered impregnable in 
a short time by the skill and genius of the general in command, sup- 
ported by the indomitable valor, devofcion, and tenacity of its defenders, 
and by the unflinching spirit of all ages and both sexes in the com- 
munity. ... I am glad to think that it has fallen to the lot of an active 
participator, and one of my comrades in the war of the Confederacy, to 
be the historian of those stirring events. 

H. W. Feilden, 
Colonel and Chief Paymcuter (retired list), H, B. M. Army. 

West House, 
Wells, Norfolk, England, 

Jan. 4, 1890. 



PREFACE. 



The military operations by land and water before Charleston, 
South Carolina, especially from the spring of 1863 to the close 
of the Civil War in 1865, engaged the attenti(m of the world to 
a more than ordinary degree. They were characterized by an 
attack involving two novel elements in warfare — viz. the use 
of armored vessels and of breaching rifles — ^and by a defense 
j)eculiar in respect of harbor obstruction with torpedo devices, 
ac^tive and passive. But the defense was also (inducted with 
other and older elements of warfare, such as historians never 
tire of recording — viz. prolonged resistance and large measure 
of success. A contemporary writer in the French Joutmal of 
Military Science testified as follows: "Prodigies of talent, 
audacity, intrepidity, and perseverance are exhibited in the 
attack, as in the defense of this city, which will assign to the 
siege of Charleston an exceptional place in military annals." 
The most recent military opinion u|K)n these operations from an 
oiiiinent fomgn source is etjually favorable to their great im- 
jM)rtance. Visc»ount Wolseley, adjutant-general of the British 
nrniy, in reviewing one of the latest collections of historical 
imjiers covering the whole i)eriod, writes as follows : " Were 
I boimd to select out of all four volumes the set of pajiers which 
a])pears of most imjwrtance at the present moment, not only 
from an American but also from a European point of view, 
I should certainly name those which describe the o|)erati()ns at 
Charleston." {Notih American Reneip, November, 1889.) And 
if further evidence were wanted, Mr. Welles, Se(;retary of the 
U. S. Navy, pays the Charleston of Confederate times the highest 
tribute when in his annual report for 1865 he speaks of it as 
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8 PREFACE. 

having been the " most invulnerable and l)est-protected city on 
the coast, whose defenses had cost immense treasure and labor." 

Fort Sumter was for a long time the citadel of Charleston 
harbor, and, having for its advanced work Battery Wagner on 
Morris Island, was the special object of attack. The fort, after 
being silenced and demolished, was transformed and re-armod 
under fire; it was then held for twelve months longer, until the 
whole coast of South Carolina was abandoned near the end of 
the war. It was never surrendered. The battery after a siege 
of fifty-eight days was successfully evacuated, and fell into the 
hands of the enemy. An English military critic in St. PauCs 
Magazine rates the defense of Fort Sumter as " eclipsing such 
famous passages of history as Sale's defense of Jellalabad against 
the Afghans or Havelock's obdurate tenure of the residency 
at Lucknow.'' And one of the most competent military authori- 
ties in America claims that it is but history ^'to say that the 
defense of Fort Sumter and that of Wagner are feats of war 
unsurpassed in ancient or modern times." 

It was my privilege, as engineer-in-charge, to share with the 
oflioers and men of the garrison of Fort Sumter for fifteen of 
its most eventful months the arduous service of the post. And 
I may well feel it to be now my duty to record the story of their 
gallantry and endurance under the watchful eyes and skilftd 
diret^ion of superiors in command of the military district and 
department. This duty, once actually laid upon me, in con- 
junction with others, by a special order from General Beaure- 
gard, I have endeavored to perform to the best of my ability : 
certainly, both time and labor have been bestowed upon this 
work, and where defects are found it will not be because they 
have not been carefully searched for by the author himself. The 
constant aim has been to write a hi8tor\' which will be deemed 
worthy of its subject, without either falling into the dryness of 
the chronicler or lavishing on persons and things the superlatives 
of the war-correspondent 

Having preserved all my private notes, sketches, and diary, 
together with the engineer's official journal from July 20 to 
September 2, 1863, and my reports made almost daily to the 
chief engineer, and having also been aided by the authoritative 
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materials for history printed sxnve the war, I have had the satis- 
faction of writing what is as nearly an official narrative in point 
of accuracy and fulness of particulars as could be desired. The 
published authorities which have been collected for this history 
are here enumerated : 

Armored Ve^seU (Official ReiX)rts and CorresiK)ndence), being 
Exec. Doc. No. 69, Washington, 1864. 

Reports published by Confederate Congress, Richmond, 1864. 

Report and Documents, Major-General Q. A. Gillmore, New 
York, 1865. 

Supplementary Pii|)ers (Gillmort*), New York, 1868, 

Rcjwrts of U. S. Navy Department for 1862, '63, '64,^65. 
Charleston City papers for the same years. 

Rebellion Record (Putnam), 1865. 

Siege of Savannah, Col. C. C. Jones, 1874. 

Southei'n HiHtorical Society Papers, Richmond, 1876. 

AfloaJt and Ashore (Cowley), Lowell, 1879. 

Annals of the War [Times Publishing Company), Philadelphia, 
1879. 

Memoir of Rear- Admiral Dahlgren (yxith Diary), Boston, 1882. 

Military Operaiions of Gen. Beaureyard (Roman), New York, 
1884. 

Official War Records, Scries 1, vols, i., vi., xiv., xxviii., Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

Charleston Year-Booh, 1883, '84, *85. 

History of the lO^th Pennsylvania Regiment, W. W. II. Davis, 
1866. 

The past-books of Colonel Rhott, commanding Fort Sumter, 
were used in writing up my journal of the first lK)mbardm(»nt in 
August, 1863, but they have since been lost. The jM>st-lxK)ks 
of Major Elliott, who next succeeded to the command, are in 
giKxl preservation and have been used by me. The ]K)st-lKK)ks 
of Captains Mitchel and Huguenin, last in (vmimand oi'the fort, 
are Ixjlieved to have been lost, but many of their despatches have 
been found in W^ashington, and Captain Huguenin has kindly 
contributed to the Ap|)endix an original journal of the last 
severe days and nights of Battery Wagner, also a m(»m()ir, at 
request^ for my guidance in narrating the closing events of the 
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evacuation of Fort Sumter and Charleston harbor. Through 
the courtesy of officers in cliarge of the War-Kecortls Office at 
Washington, copies were obtained from the unpublished Union 
reports of operations on Morris Island rendered by Brigadier- 
Grenerals T. Seymour and G. C. Strong (1863), and by Major- 
General J. G. Foster, conmianding the Department of the South 
1864-65. My thanks are due also to Grcneral Beaureganl, Hon. 
W. A. Courtenay, ex-mayor of Charleston, Mr. J. Vaughan 
Merrick, naval constructor, of Philadelphia, to the " Century 
Company," and to many others for correspondence and assistance. 

J. J. 
Charleston, S. C, December 1, 1889. 
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CHAPTER I. 

PRELIMINARY FACTS AND EVENTS. 

1861-1863. 

A Description of CHARi.Ki^ToN Harbor— Its Surrounding Islands and 
Shores — The Approach by Stono River -Detailed Di-sicRipnoN 
OF Fort Sumter— Its Site, Plan, and Construction— Occupation 
»By the Confederates IN April, 18()1— Repairs and Improvements- 
Fort Moultrie's Site, Plan, and Construction— Other Works on 
Sullivan's Island— Fort Ripley Castle Pinckney— Fort John- 
son — Fortifications of Jam1':s Island— Morris Island and its De- 
fenses, Battery Wagner and Battery Gregg— Chief Events in 
Military Operations before Charltoton, and on the Coast Ad- 
jacent TO IT, from December, 1860, to the Spring of 1863— Cap- 
ture OF Port Royal Entrance and Broad River by the Union 
FLEpyr — Repulse of Union Forces at Sf^essionville — Actions at 
PocoTALiGO — Capture of Union Gunboat Isaac Smith— Attack on 
Blockading Squadron off Charleston by two Confederate Iron- 
clad Rams— Harbor Obstructions, Piling, Booms, and Rope-net- 
tings— Spar-torpedoes AND Torpedo-ram— The Boiler-torpedo — 
Confederate Iron-clad Rams- Military Strength and Organi- 
zation OF the Department and Districts — The First Military 
District — Ctarrisons and Armaments of Forts and Batteries 
April 1, 1863. 

It may be disappointing to some that this histon- does not 
cover the space of time between the outbreak of the war and 
the spring of the year 1863. It may be thought that the prom- 
inence of Charleston harbor, and particularly of Fort Sumter, 
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16 THE DEFENSE OF CHARLESTON HARBOR. 

• 

during that first poriod of the great struggle was too great to be 
lightly disregarded in a work of this kind. But the limitation 
has simply been a necessity with the author. 

Moreover, the period in question has been already treated 
with fulness and ability by two military writers,* and to their 
works reference should be made for the history of that exciting 
time when, by the surrender of Major Robert Anderson in com- 
mand of Fort Sumter, the control of Charleston harbor passed 
into the hands of the Confederates. 

But in onler to afford some information introductory to what 
follows in this volume, a few pages will be devoted to (1) a 
description of Charleston harbor, its surrounding islands, and 
the fortifications held by its defenders ; (2) the chief military 
operations of 1861, '62, '63, which preceded the next chapter; 
and (3) the condition of the defenses immediately before the 
memorable action with the iron-clad squadron. 

Charleston, the chief city and port of South Carolina, is built 
on a i)eninsula between the Cooper and the Ashley Rivers. They 
unite and widen into a capacious harbor lying mostly to the 
south-east of the city, bounded on the northern line by the 
main land and on the southern by James Island. This large 
island is accessible from the sea on the opposite side also, 
through Stono Inlet and River, a deep estuary dividing it from 
John's Island on the south, and admitting vessels to the rear of 
Charleston. Between Stono Inlet and the entrance of the har- 
bor, a distance of twelve miles, there are two long, low, narrow, 
and sandy sea-islands — Folly Island and Morris Island — se{>- 
arated by a narrow inlet from each other, and by impracticable 
marshes, about two miles wide, from James Island, inside of 
them. Morris Island is nearly four miles long, its northern ex- 
tremity, Cnmming's Point, l)eing the seaward limit of Charleston 
harbor on the south, as Sullivan's Island, near Fort Moultrie, is 
the limit on the north. These two points determine the entrance 
to the harbor, and are 2700 yanls apart. 

Sullivan's Island is of about the same length as Morris Island, 

^ Military Operations of Oencral Beaurexfard (Roman), vol. i. ; Genesis oj the 
Civil Woj'j by Major-General S. W. Crawford, U. S. A. 




Kinm a I'hnlograph. 






PRELIMINARY FACTS AND EVENTS. 17 

having its western extremity farther inside the harbor than Cum- 
ming's Point, and its eastern extremity contiguous to Long 
Island. As on the other side of the harbor, impracticable 
marshes, of two miles in width, separate the sea-islands from 
the main land. 

Fort Sumter, built ujK)n a shoal and rising straight out of 
the water on its own island of artificial rock formation, is sit- 
uated somewhat within the entrance to the harl)or, and nejirlv 
equidistant from its opposite shores. Between the fort and the 
shores of Morris and James Islands there is onlv shallow water, 
unfit for navigation. The main channel is very dwp Ix'tween 
the fort and Sullivan's Island, takes a scpiare turn to the south 
al)out a thousand yards east of Fort Sumter, continues straight 
along the shore of Morris Island, and is confined by the sub- 
merged bar on the ocean's side until near the southern end of 
the island, where it turns sharply to the east, crosses the bar 
with eighteen feet of water, and condu(!ts at length into the 
ocean at a distance of eleven mik^ from the city of Charleston. 
The following notes of distance will be found useful : 

From Fort Sumter to the East-Bay BaUery of Charleston . . 6000 yds. (3J m.) 
From Fort Sumter to Fort Johnson, James Island .... 2300 yds. (1} m.) 
From Fort Sumter to Cumming's Point, Morris Island . . . 1400 yds. (J m.) 

From Fort Sumter to Battery Wagner 2700 yds. (1 J m.) 

Frf)m Fort Sumter to Fort Moultrie, Sullivan's Island . . . 1800 yds. (1 m.) 

Fort Sumter, so named after General Thomas Sumter, one of 
South Carolina's partisan officers in the War of Independence, 
was begun by the United States Government in 1829, and was 
nearly completed when occupied by Major Anderson in De<*em- 
ber, 1860. Ten years appear to have been spent in raising its 
foundations above water. It was planned for a closed work of 
masonry, having five faces, with truncated angl(?s, two tiers of 
guns in casemate aqd one in barbette. Ii(M)k(Kl at with a bird\s- 
eye \new, its symmetrical ground-plan would remind one of the 
gable-end of a plain house. The main salient of the basticm 
|x>inted nortliwanl ; the two fai»es adjacent were each al>out 20() 
feet in length ; the two flanks, east and west, were also about 200 
feet; and the closed gorge, fortified only in barlwtte, was 350 
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feet long. The area of the site, on exterior lines, was al)out two 
aeres and a half: that of the interior or parade of the fort was 
an acre and a quarter. The walls rose j)er{>endiciilarly on all 
five sides to a uniform height forty feet above high water, but 
they varied in material and in thickness. The Ix'st Carolina gray 
bri(?k laid with mortar and cement, also a (H)ncrete of jM)unded 
oyster-shells and cement, and another composition known as 
bUoUy were the materials used in the several partes of the stru^'- 
ture. The hwt mentione<l was the hanlest of all the materials, 
but it wji< useil only for the embrasures: the brickwork was 
the very In^t of its kind and the next in power of resistanw. 
The wall proper — that is to say, the scsirpwall — was five Iwt in 
thickn(»ss, but as it was backcnl by the anJies and supporting 
piers of the (iisemates, "the walls" of Fort Sumter, to sjx^k 
j)opularly, variinl from five to ten fw»t in thickness. A sally- 
port on the gorge opencnl up<m a stone quay and landing-pier. 
This quay, extending all along the gorge, was twenty feet in 
width, and |)rovcHl to be of the utmost importance in the defense 
of the fort. At the water's edge, on the other fact»s of the fort, 
the rock foundation rose with an easy sIojh^, and terminated at the 
base of the perpendicular brick scarp- wall with a ledge or berme 
ten feet in level width. This footing was both narrower and 
lower, and so more exposcnl to the tide and swell of the harbor^ 
than the corresponding structure on the gorge. 

As soon as Fort Sumter was owupiiHl by the Confederate 
fora^ afler the bombanlment of April 12-1.3, 18G1, stejxs were 
taken, chiefly under the immediate direction of Lieutenant-Col- 
onel (aflerwanl Brigadier-General) R. S. Rii)ley, to restore and 
complete it, with little or no de|)arture from the original plan. 
The large spaws lefl for embnisurcs on the upper casemates 
were fillcHl in with fresh brick masonry, showing only a narrow 
l(M)phole. But three of these casemates at the main salient were 
finished with embrasures and arnunl. A large traverse of con- 
crete cased with brick was built at the eastern angle of the 
ramparts to protect the barbette guns of the right face from 
enfilade by ships. The magazines, at the eastern and western 
(wtreraities of the gorge, were strengthened by an exterior work 
of stone masonr}^ buttressing or reinforcing the gorge- wall 
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at each locality to a height of about fifteen feet. But their 
great exposure to a fire in reverse from ships lying off the 
eastern angle of the fort was not then rt^lized or anticipated. 
Near the eastern side of the sally-j)ort was eonstnicted of brick 
a eaponnlPre mounting two casc»n)ate-h()witzers for the defense 
of the quay and pier. A telegrai)hie connection with head- 
quarters in the city was estabhshed by the? way of James Isl- 
and. An improvement devised l)v Lieutenant-Colonel J. A. 
Yates of the garrison enabled the men to traverse the guns 
with cranks and cog-wheels, so that their aim could be kept 
on a moving obje(»t and their fire delivered with the greatest 
accuracy and rapidity. The hot-shot furnacts were restored. 
The brick barracks for soldiers' quarters on the interior of the 
eastern and western (xisematt»s were rebuilt, but with reduced 
height. So, in part, wore the oflBiJers* quarters on the gorge. 
The fort was also supplied with gas-works, a bakery, a forge, 
a fire-engine, a shoe-factory, and a machine for converting salt 
into fresh water : it had besides large cisterns for rain-water. 

An account of the garrison and armament will be given at 
the close of this chapter. 

Fort Moultrie, Iniilt in 1811 on Sullivan's Island, at the 
entrance to the harlwr, near the site of the palmetto fort whidi 
repulsed the British fleet in 1776, is of irregular plan, con- 
structed of brick, "fillwl in with sand, presenting a battery 
of three sides on the sea-front," with brick magazine and 
barracks. Ui>on Ix^ing occupied by the Carolina troo]>s after 
Major Anderson abandoned it for Fort Sumter, great changes 
were made in its api)earance ; the low scarp-wall was protected 
by a ditch and glacis, traverser and merlons were constructed, 
and the magazine was covered over with sjuul of sufficient 
thickness. 

Other works on Sullivan's Island were built bv the Con- 
federates in 1862 — viz. Batterv Bee,^ about a half mile to the 

* "Battery Bee was constnictetl by an acconiplislieil engineer, Captain 
Cieorge E. Walker, who wa.s careful to build his works with especial refer- 
ence to the efle<»t of niodern artillery." — { Dnf^iuJier-Gni^ml Ripley, C^arie»- 
tnn Year-Book, ISSf).) It wa« naine<l after Brigadier-Cieneral Bernard Klliott 
Bee, killed in Virginia. 
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west of Fort Moultrie ; Battery Beauregard, the same distance 
to the east ; and Battery Marshall/ at the eastern end of the 
island. These works were of great strength, made of sharp 
sand, well sixlded, and furnished with excellent magazines and 
bombproof (juarters. 

Fort Ripley was a small work, built in 1862 on the middle 
ground or shoal betwwn Castle Pinckney and Fort Johnson 
and two miles inside of Fort Sumter. Its plan was four-scjuare, 
and its construction with ballasted cribwork of heavy timber ; 
but it was deemed hanlly shotproof. 

Castle Pinckney, built of brick and rough-cast, in 1810, on 
a low, marshy island known as " Shute's Folly," was distant 
one mile from the city. It was a wmplete little casemated 
work of that jwriod, but on so small a scale and so near to 
the city as to Ixj of little value in the defense of the harbor. 
Its casemates were disarmed, its front wall was covered with 
an exterior sIojk? of sand, well s^xlded, and its ramparts fur- 
nished with merlons and traverses. 

Fort Johnson, on the harlx)r shore of James Island, occupied 
ground older than the site of Fort Moultrie, having Ixk'u first 
built in 1704. Mortar-l)atterics, ereirted there in 18G1, took 
part in the reduction of Fort Sumter. No fortification of con- 
sequence, however, was built there until the summer of 1863, 
but then, being continually enlarged and strcMigthened, it became 
in 1864-65 a strongly fortified camp, with a heavy battery on 
its harbor fmnt. 

Against an enemy's approach from Stono there were exten- 
sive but not very strong lines in the interior of James Island 
for siege or light artillery and for infantry troops ; the right 
resting on the Stono River, near Wappoo Cut, at Fort Pem- 
berton, a large well-built work, heavily armed ; the left resting 
on the marshes of Folly River, at Secessionville, where Fort 
Lamar, a lighter work than " Pcmlnirton," but very capable, 
as its record in 1862 proved, disputcnl any advance up<m the 
Island. The outposts of James Island in this direction were 
Cole's Island and Battery -Island, two small strij>s of sandy 

soil connected with the southern extremity bv causewavs and 

» » • 

' So called in honor of Colonel J. Foster Mnrelmll, killeil in Virjifinia. 
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fortifieil with guns Ijearing on Stono Inlet and Stono River. 
But by order of Major-General J. C. Pemberton in the spring 
of 18^>2 these ii^lands were abandoned or only nsed for picket- 
htation??. 

The fortification.^ of Morri?^ I.sland, which had been built for 
the nJuction of Fort Sumter in April, 1861, gave place to t^t) 
works of great importance. Tliese were Batten- Gregg, on 
Cnmniing'ft Point, and Batter\' (or Fort) Wagner, about three- 
fourths of a mile farther .south. The former, named a^r 
Briga^lier-General Maxcy Gregg of South Carolina, killed at 
Frcilerick.sburg, Va., was a work of strong relief and thick 
Ijarajieb*, with magazine and bombproof, and places for three 
heavy gims to fire upf>n the channel and the island. 

Batten- Wagner, so called after Lieutenant-Colonel Thomas 
M. Wagner of the First regiment of South Carolina (regular) 
Artillen, who lost his life by the bursting of a gun at Fort 
Moultrie in July, 1862, was located at a narrow j)art of the 
island and extended across its full width. First ordered bv 
Major-General Peml>erton, it was planned by Captain Francis 
I). I>»c of the Engineers, and ground was broken in the sum- 
mer of 1862 under Assistant Engineer Langdon Cheves, who 
(continued Uj suj)eriiitend the work until completion. But the 
strengthening of it by the addition of a heavy flanking battery 
for four guns Inuring on the channel, and by closing the gorge 
with a parajKit for infantry fire, was onlered by General Beau- 
regard s(K)n aft<*r his taking command, and accomplished early 
in the next year. Its sea-face extended about 300 feet along 
the lx»ach, and its total of land-faces nearly 800 feet across 
the island. 

( I round was broken, by order of General Beauregard, for 
the (construction of batteries on the southern end of Morris 
Island as early as the first week in March, 1863, but none 
W(T(» coniph^tecl when, a month later, the iron-clad squadron 
attack(»(l Fort Sumter. 

The chief military and naval operations conducted by both 
sides on the coast of South Carolina, from the outbreak of the 
war to the spring of 1863, a space of two years, will now be 
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related very briefly. (For a full calendar of all the operations 
reference must be made to Appendix A.) 

It seems hardly necessary to repeat the oft^told storj" of 
Major Robert Anderson's transfer of his two companies of 
United States artiller\' from Fort Moultrie to Fort Sumter on 
the evening of December 26, 1860.^ Hostile preparations be- 
gan in earnest from that date. But the first hostile guns were 
not fired until January 9, 1861, from Morris Island, when the 
transport-steamer Star of the West, conveying arms, supplies, 
and reinforcements (200 men) to the garrison, was forced to 
desist and go out again. 

Three months later Fort Sumter was bombanled bv the forts 
and batteries of Charleston harbor, April 12th-13th, and its 
garrison surrendered by Major Anderson, after a brave defense 
of thirty-three hours, to the Confederate forces under Brigadier- 
General G. T. Beauregard. Three gunboats, with a troop- 
ship sent to reinforce Major Anderson, remained idle spectators 
of the engagement. The garrison was allowed to salute its flag 
before leaving the fort, and, being conveyed by the Confeder- 
ates, April 14th, to the fleet waiting outside the bar, sailed 
immediately for New York. The casualties in this action were 
remarkably few. But four had been slightly wounded among 
the Carolinians. In Fort Sumter four of the garrison were 
woundal, two severely and two slightly. By accident on the 

* The aiitlior of the GenmiH of the Civil Tr«/' appears to have been impressed 
with wonder at the extraordinary ahsence of the guard-l)oat from her station 
between the forts on that particular night. He says: " Had the guard-boat 
been present at her usual hour and carried out her orders, it would have l)een 
impossible to accomplish" the transfer. These orders, he sjiys rightly, were 
regularly transmitte<l each night by an aide-de-camp from the governor's 
head*€|uarters. The conrurrent testimony of Captain Joseph .lohnson, Jr., 
and Lieutenant Thomas S. Mills, commanding the guard (Charleston Rifle- 
men), is that "the usual hour" was wholly uncertain, but was, at least, not 
earlier than eight, nor later than nine, o'cIr>ck. The garrison, acting intelli- 
gently uj)on its own oljservation of the guard-lK>at service, began its move- 
ment "shortly after dusk," and completed it l)efore eight oVl(K*k, as Major 
AndenKHi reixirts. The innocent carelessness of the Carolinians is amusing ; 
the unaccountable amazement of the prudent and elusive garrison ap(>ears 
to l>e hanlly less so. The irnard-lM>nt did not leave the city until the guns 
of Fort Sumter announceil the transfer c(miplete<l. 
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day after the Kiirn'n<lor otic man was kilk-<l ami live men Here 

w<>iinde<l at the same post 

It wai not until November of tlie same vear tlmt hustilrtics 
were renewed «n the sea-coast of 
South Carolina. Port Koyal en- 
trance to Broad River was a har- 
bor where the navies of the world 
might ride at anchor. A Union 
fleet of seventeen veissels earning 
2(X> guns, under Fiag-Offi«-er S. 
F. DiiPont, with 12,000 troojB 
under Brigadier-Cienenil Thomas 
W. Slieniiaii, was sent to occiiin- 
it and cstuhlisli there a permanent 
naval station of the first gra<Ie. 
The Confedenitc defenses coii- 
sisteil of Forts Walker and IJeaii- 
rt^rd, the former {23 gnns) on 
the sonthern, the latter (20 gnus) 
on the northern, sliore of tiie en- 
trance, whieli wa'i a little over two 
miles wide. A force nnder Brig- 
adier-General T. F. Drayton was 
stationed f(»r support on Hilton 
Head Inland, and ii woiik flotilla 
nder Comnnxhire Tatnall wa.s 
present and tiKik part. On the 
g of NovenilKT 7tli the 
flwt cngag*Hl l>oth forts sinnd- 
taneonsly, and after an action of 
four hours they were abatftloned 
the giirrisons and <-aptnrcd. 
Tlie Union loss wiu* 31 ; the Con- 
fe«lcrate. (ifi. The hasty retreat 
of the ('onftnlerates was not in- 
terrupted, ni)r was any attempt 

made for a long time by the Union tnxijH to i-nt the important 

eonininni<':ilion of the Ciiarleston and Savannah KiiilnKid, within 
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easy reach of the heatl of Broad River. The town of Beaufort 
was deserted, and with the neighboring eountrj' was given over 
to pillage ; the lands were confiscateti for taxes, and some have 
never been returned to their former owners. 

In the following spring, May 29, an effort was made by a full 
regiment, with artillery, under command of Colonel B. C. Christ, 
to destroy the Charleston and Savannah Railroad near Poootal- 
igo. It was foiled by the Confederate force under Colonel W. S. 
Walker, who brought into action only some scpiadroas of dis- 
mounted cavalry, but drove back the enemy with loss. This be- 
came known as the first action at P(XX)taligo. (See Appendix A.) 

In consequence of the abandonment of Cole's Island, at Stono 
Inlet, through an unwise order of the Confederate commander, 
May 12, 1862, the Union forces under Major-General David 
Hunter were increased, and an attempt was made to push 
through James Island to Charleston itself with about 12,000 
men. The Confederate force on James Island at this time was 
m^rly 14,000 men, under Brigadier-General N. G. Evans. The 
extreme left of his long line was defended by Battery Lamar at 
Secessionville, an advanced earthwork armed with seven guns, 
and advantageously located on a tongue of land flanked by 
marshes.^ A smaller work on the right, Battery Reid, was in 
supporting distam^e with two siege-guns. After several days of 
reconnoitring and skirmishing, Brigadier-Greneral H. W. Ben- 
ham, apparently disobeying Major-General Hunter's orders, 
attacked the works at Setx^ssionville with two divisions and a 
brigade (7000 men) early on the morning of June 16, 1862. 
The Confederates, under Colonel T. G. I^amar, Second South 
Carolina Artillery, were nearly surprised and worsted at the 
onset, but, resisting bravely and being reinforced to about 750 
men, they successfully repelled four charges of the enemy, inflict- 
ing on them a disastrous repulse and a rejwrted official loss of 
683 men, the Confederate loss Ixjing 204, of which 32 were in 
the defense of the right by Brigadier-General Hagood. In two 
weeks from this defeat the Union troops evacuated James Island.* 

* The selection of the site has been Kcnenilly accretlited to Colonel L. M. 
riatc'h, who also conKtructed it with the labor of his regiment of Kifles. 
' The Confederates engaged at iSe<*essionville were the Second South Carolina 
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The second action at Pocotaligo marked the operations of the 
fall (October 22d-23d) on the coast of South Carolina. It was 
in larger force than before, and with more determination, that 
Brigadier-General J. M. Brannan moved from Beaufort upon 
the line of the Charleston and Savannah Railroad. Landing at 
Mackay's Point, his column of 4500 men skirmished while ad- 
vancing as far as the bridge at " Old '' Pocotaligo. There the 
Confederates, under Brigadier-General W. S. Walker, with 
infantry, artillery, and cavalry, a total of scarcely 500 men, 
engaged the Union troops, and forced them back to their gun- 
boats with a loss of 340 men, the Conftnlerdte loss being less 
tliau half that ivumber. A portion of Greneral Brannan's force 
succeciled in gaining the railroad near Coosawhatchie, but by 
the timelv intervention and resistance of some cavalry under 
Colonel C. J. Colcock it was prevented from <loing any great 
damage, and was driven back with the main command to its 
landing on Broad River. (See Appendix A ; also War Records, 
vol. xiv.) 

The next engagement was the capture of the Union gunboat 
Isaac Smith, Lieutenant-commanding F. S. Conover, carrying 
eleven guns. The scene of this brilliant affair was the Stono 
River, and the time January 30, 1863. A combination of in- 
fantry, with light and siege batteries,' some concealed on the 
John's Island side, others on the James Island side of the Stono 
River, all acting under command of Lieutenant-Colonel Jost^^ph 

Artillery, the Fourth LtiuiKlana battalion, Charleston battalion, the Twenty- 
peeond South Carolina volunteers, details, and the Ninth South Carolina 
battalion. An important nioveuient of the eueniy on the right advance of the 
position was met and defeated by the First, the Twenty-fourth, and the Twenty- 
fifth South Carolina volunteers under Brigadier-General .1. ir:i^(MHl. (For a 
complete account of the action see a paper by (Jeneral Hagoinl in the Soif th- 
em llintoricxd Sfpciety PaperSy vol. xii. ; see also War Recordsy vol. xiv.) 

* The commands engaged were — Siege-train, 2 companies; Fahnetto battal- 
ion, 1 company; First South Carolina (regular) .Vrtillery, 2 companies; 
Lucas's battalion, '{ companies; Second regiment South Carolina .\rtillery, 
detachment; Twentieth South Carolina (volunteer) Infantry, 2 companies; 
(ieorgia battarum, detachment. (For a full and graphic acrount of the dispo- 
sitions made and of the action see a narrative by William H. (.'hapnum, first 
liciitenatU I*aIrnetto fiuards .Artillery, in the AVj/'« anff Chun'rr, Charlt^toii, 
S. C., ()ct(»ber 12, 1885; see also U. S. naval reports and War Records.) 
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A. Yates of the First South Carolina (regular) A rtillerj', caught 
the l)oat completely by surprise, and before she could esca|)e dis- 
abled her, taking all hands prisoners (11 officers and 108 men), 
among whom there were -24 casualties — 9 killed and 15 wounded. 
The boat was soon brought through Wap|)oo Cut into the harbor, 
repaired, and put to use by the Confederate naval officers : she 
was called the Stono, and finally ran the blockade. The thanks 
of the Confederate Congress were voted to Lieutenant-Colonel 
Yates and his gallant comrades. Their loss was one man, mor- 
tally wounded. 

It was early the next morning after the capture of the Isaac 
Smith that Flag-Officer D. N. Ingraham attacked the blockading 
squadron oiF Charleston with the iron-clad rams Palmetto State 
and Chicora. Two of the blockaders, the Meroedita and the Key- 
stone State, were severely injured and surrendered, but were not 
taken possession of, and consequently they made their escape. 
The rams had no speed or sea-going qualities, and could not give 
chase farther than some miles seaward, but they succeeded in dis- 
persing the stjuadron of about ten vessels, and returned within 
the harbor after l)eing masters of the situation for nearly twelve 
hours. They suffered no injury themselves, and had no casual- 
ties. The Palmetto State, bearing the commodore's flag, was 
under Lieutenant-commanding John Rutledge, and received the 
surrender of the Mercedita, Captain H. S. Stellwagen. The 
Chicora, under Conunander John R. Tucker, engaged the Key- 
stone State, Conmiander W. E. LeRoy, and so disabled her as 
to cause the hauling down of her flag; but while a boat was 
making ready to rec^eive her surrender the expected prize slipped 
away from the captors. The Union loss was severe, Ixiing a total 
of 47 casualties — 27 killwl and 20 wounded. It was contended by 
some of the Confederate authorities that the bloc^kade of Charles- 
ton harbor was raised by this attack, but, Ix^ing disputed, the 
point was never sustainwl. This naval action, which came near 
to 1km ng a great success, together with the ca]>ture of the Isaac 
Smith and tJie repulse of the enemy at Secessionville the year 
lx»fore, combine<l to inspirit the defenders of Charleston very 
greatly, and encourage them to make preparation for the more 
serious work of the year which had just begun. 
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The condition of the defenses immediately around the city 
and within its harlx>r varied considerably from month to month 
throughout the long course of a trying ex|)erien('e. Repairs 
and improvements of forts and batteries, changt»s in their arm- 
ament, progress in naval construction, ex|)eriments with new 
devices for obstructing channels, all gave active and constant 
employment to officers and men, mwhanics and laborers. In 
nothing was this variableness more to be noticed than in regard 
to the obstructions placed in all the navigable appniaches and 
thoroughfares. 

A beginning was made in 1862 by driving pine tiinlxT piles 
in a double row across the Middle Ground and Castle Pinckney 
channel, on a line due north of Fort Johnson and lK»twecn (300 
and 700 yards in front of Fort Ripley. The pil(»s extended in 
line over half a mile, leaving a space of three- fourths of a mile 
of deep water off Fort Johnson. The decay of these piles called 
for (x>ntinual renewal, and the effec^t of gales would Iw to break 
off the weaker ones and k*ave serious gaps in the line. Though 
this ol>5truction belonged entirely to the inner harbor, and did not 
cross the ship-channel, it was maintained to the end of the war. 

In the same year obstructions were placed in Stono River — 
first, of cribs with ballast off Battery Island, and in May of 
live-oak trunks and branches off Fort Pemberton. 

It was in May also that steps were taken, under Major-General 
J. C. Pemberton, commanding, to construct a boom of heavy 
timl>er logs, weighted and coupled with iron, and to anchor it 
across the channel between Forts Moultrie and Sumter. The 
gales and the strong curreuts of the tideway, thirty to forty 
feet deep, proved too nnich for it ; and this boom, prepared at 
great expense and under great difficulties, having been twice 
broken and nearly destroyed before the (Mid of the year, was 
finally abandoned.* Use was made, however, of some of its 
sections to obstruct minor channels less exj)ose<l to wind and 
tide. A few sections were left in their original |X)sition, and 
were combined with another arrangement in 1863. 

' It was losing it« buoyancy also. The " zeal and indefatigable industry " 
of Dr. John R. Cheves, who devote<l himself to its construction, were specially 
commended from department head-quarters. 
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This latter was the rope-obHtniction, consisting at first of a 
continuous line of three cables " ratlineil " together like the 
shrouds of a ship, the upper cable floated and bearing slack 
lines of rope to entangle wheels and propellers, the lower cable 
anchored to the bottom, l)earing also streaming rop(^ of about 
fifteen feet in length, for the same purpose. Then, l^eing broken, 
it was placed in sections ; and in this state, with its formidable 
array of beer-barrel floats, and an opening left next Fort Sumter 
three hundred yarda wide, this rope-obstruction, taken to be a 
network of torpedoes, was to play an important part in the 
atta(!k by the iron-clad squadron. 

Liiter in the year the lower cables were discarded, and a single 
cable, floatcnl in two lines and anchorcnl in se<*tions at one end 
only, lM>re all the stnniming ropes designed to foul pro|)ellers. 
This bwame the mcKlifiiHl and settled plan of the obstructions to 
the close of the defense. The plates at the cud of the volume 
show these rojw-obst ructions, booms, and torpedoes. 

The application of torjxHloes for defense of harbors and water- 
ways uuist l)c date<l from the first vcjirs of the war, when an 
experiment was made by Confederates u|K)n the Union s<juadron 
in the Potomac River, July 7, 1861.^ The impulse given was 
at once followed up by the exp(»riments and devices of the 
''Torpedo Bureau," established in Richmond, Virginia, October, 
1862, imder the charge of Brigadier-General G. J. Rjiins, and 
tlie "Naval Subnuirine Battery Service" was organized under 
comnuind of Captain M. F. Maury, who relinquished it to 
Lieutenant Hunter Davidson, both of the Confederate navy.* 

General Beauregard, in command at Charleston, was among 
the first to appreciate this new engine of war; and when in 
March, 1863, his attention was cjdled by Captain F. D. I^ee to 
the complete success of a spar-torpedo which he had invented, 
orders were immediately given to extend the use of this device 
throughout the military department of South Carolina, Georgia, 

* Ifintory of the Omfederate Navij (Scbarf ), chap, xxili., Torpedo Service, New 
York, J 887. 

* Full particulars of the real origin of torpedo warfare cannot be given 
here, hut thev are contained in Sftuthem HiMorictl Soc.ietjf Pap*THy voIh. ii., iii., 
iv.; also in Annah of the War, Philadelphia, 1879, where General Beaur^ard 
gives a detailed account of their use in Cliarleston harbor. 
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and Florida. Captain Ijee, a native of Charle??ton, was an officer 
of Engineers who had serveil with distinction from tlie first jiericKl 
of the war, and after pUinning and constnicting many fi)rtifi('a- 
tions on tlie coast, particularly Battery Wagner in the earlier 
stiiges, devoted himself to this interesting study of explosives. 
The spar-torjxHlo was simply a cylinder of copper or other thin 
metal or wockI, made water-tight, filled with fitly to one hun<lred 
|N)unds of |M)wder, capixnl with st»veral highly sensitive jhtcus- 
sion fuses on its conical or rounded end, the whole fixinl firmly 
on a spar of wood or iron from twenty-five to thirty feet long, 
and pusheil through the water some tWt In^lowthe surface against 
its object. 

Its merits were pnmiptly nvognizinl by Lieutenant W. T. 
Glassell of the Confederate Navy, although some of his superiors 
had a great c»(jntempt for such " new-fangled notions." With 
the co-operation of Captain Ixt* and the [KH'uniary assistance 
of Mr. GcMjrge A. Trenholm of Charleston, Glassell fitted out a 
flotilla of twelve small boats arnuHl in this way for the purpose of 
attacking the l^nion flwt. How he afterward attackeil the steam- 
frigate New Ironsides is well known, and cjui 1k» found descrilxnl 
fully in AppenfJIx B, The objection to using the spar-torjKHlo, 
first raised by the navv, was overruled, and in a short time every 
Confederate iron -clad ram was mounted with one, carried in or 
out of the water at the end of a light iron spar thirty fiH^t long. 

Captain Lee pnxnired the assistance of the State of South 
Carolina toward the purchase and prepanition of a strongly- 
built boat to (»arry a spar-torpinlo, to Ixi made shot-proof with 
armor, and also very swift, so as to attack with impunity the 
largest vessels outside the harbor. The scheme was earnestly 
but vainly ])reased by General Beaureganl on Imtli the Army 
and Navy Departments at Richmond, and after expending 
350,000, the State's appropriation, without completing his boat. 
Captain liCe had the mortification of seeing it laid up, a useless 
hulk, to the end of the war. Two other and much lighter boats 
were subsequently used with success — the David and the Fish 
Boat — but this torpedo-ram, designcnl by I.<ee fi>r use in C'harles- 
ton harbor and outside the bar, was the real precursor of the 
boats now universally adopted in the navies of the w^orld. 



32 THE DEFENSE OF CHARLESTON HARBOR 

Fixed torpedoes were placed in the waters around Charleston 
for the first time in March, 186**^/ by order of General Beaure- 
gard, and the locality chosen was in Ashley River, l)elow the 
railroad bridge at Spring street. These were frame toqRKloes, 
and were put down also in Hog Island Channel and Castle 
Pinckney or Folly Channel. But there is no evidence of any 
having been placed between Fort Sumter and Sullivan's Island 
before July 10, 1863, three months after the attack by the iron- 
clad scjuadron.* 

The large ljoiler-tor|)edo (electric) sunk in the ship channel 
about half a mile east by north of Battery Wagp.er is fully 
described, with sketches, in a report mmle May 25, 1863, to 
General Beauregard by Charles G. DeLislc, assistant engineer.* 
He reports that " a few days before the attack on the forts a 
boiler eighteen feet long, three feet in diameter, containing 3000 
pounds of iH)wder, was laid by General Rij)ley's order in the 
main ship channel, al)out one mile oif Fort Sumter and half a 
mile opposite Fort Wagner." The part which this large torpedo 
did not take in the attack of the iron-clad squadron, April 7, is 
dcjscrilxnl in Chapter II. and Api)endix B. 

DcLisIe says, further, that on April 5th (two days before the 
fight) (fcncral Ripley ordered another boiler to be sunk in the 
channel iK^twetMi Sumter and Moultrie, but, not being made 
rcnuly in time for that locality, it was sunk hastily during the 
afternoon of the 7th opposite White Point Battery in a place 
called " Poor Man's Hole," and was never recovered. 

Two iron-clad steam-rams, built on the general plan of the 
Merrimac (Virginia) with slanting casemate sides, were built 
in Charleston, and tiM)k their plaws for the defense of the har- 
bor in the end of the vear 1862. 

The fii'st launched was the Palmetto State, with iron ])lating 
four inches thick, " a battery of one 80-pounder rifle gun for- 
ward, a 6()-i)()under rifle aft, and one Vlll-inch shell-gun on each 
broadside." The next was the Chi(rora, armed with six guns, 

* War lierords, vol. xiv. page 835. Cnptnin M. M. (Jray testifie<l tliat he 
laid tluMii as early a-* February. (Keport Secretary U. 8. Navy, ISGo.) 

* Captain (Jray, Report Secretary of Navy, 18G5, page 285. 
^ War Ha'ih'flK, vol. xiv. j)a^es 948-902. 
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two IX-inch smoothbore and four 60-pounder rifles. These 
boats were well built, but their steam-power was iDSufficient for 
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TRANSVERi«£ SECTION OF CONFEDERATE IRON-CLAD RAM, CHARLESTON 

HARBOR. 

the si)oecl required of rams, and their enj^ines called for constant 
rei>airing. Their crews numbered from 120 to 150 men.* 

* A thinl and stronger ram, the Charleston, was completed early in 1864. 
A fourth, the Columbia, witii six inches of plating, was completed early in 
1865, but, being disabled by an accident, she was never in service. The 
wotxlen gunboat prize, Isaac Smith, was " a very swift steamer of 450 tons,'' 
mounting one rifled gun and eight Vlll-inch smoothlwres. Under the new 
name of Stono and the command of (.-aptain H. J. llartstene she was a val- 
uable colleague of the rams until the night of June 5, 1863, when in trying 
to run the blockade she was wrecked off Fort Moultrie. The Juno, Lieuten- 
ant Philip Porcher commanding, distinguished for the capture of a Union 
launch, was eventually lost at sea running the blm^kade with cotton for Nassau 
in the fall of 1863, nearly all on boanl perishing. 

The officers of the Palmetto State were— Flag-Officer. D. N. Ingraham, com- 
manding squadron ; Lieutenant-Commander, John Rutledjje; Lieutenants, W. 
H. Parker, Philifi Porcher, G. S. Shyrock, R. J. Rowen; Master. F. T. Chew ; 
Surgeon, A. M. Lynah ; Chief Engineer, M. P. Jordan : Midshipmen, C. F. 
Sevier, W. P. Hamilton, C. Cary; Pilots, O. D. Ciladden. A. Johnson. 

The officers of the Chicora were — Captain, J. R. Tucker; Lieutenants, G. 
H. Bier, William T. Glassell, W. H. Wall ; Master, A.M.Mason; Acting 
Master, J. A. Payne; Passed Midshipman, J. P. Claybrooke; Midshipmen, 
R. H. Bacot, Palmer Saunders, Roger Pinckney; Surgeon, W. M.Turner; 
Engineer, H. Clarke; Pilots, Thomas Payne and James Aldert. 

In the early part of 1864, when the Charleston was commissioned. Commo- 
dore Tucker transferred his flag to her from the ('hicora. She was commanded 
by Commander Isaac N. Brown; Commander Thomas T. Hunter was assigned 
to the Chicora, and Commander James II. Rochelle to the Palmetto State. 
(For all of this information I have been indebted to Scharfs History of the 
Cotifederate iVary. — J. J.) 
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It remains only that the military strength of Charleston har- 
bor and vicinity in men and arms, as it was about April 1, 1863, 
should be now described. 

The Department of South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida 
had its head-cjuarters at Charleston, where since September 24, 
1862, General G. T. Beauregard had been in command. His 
staff was constituted as follows: Brigadier-General Thomas 
Jordan, Chief of Staff; Lieutenant-Colonel J. F. I^ay, Adjutant 
and Inspector-General ; Lieutenant-Colonel Alfred Roman, Ad- 
jutant and Inspector-General ; Lieutenant-Colonel J. R. Waddy, 
Chief of Ortlnance ; Major John T. O'Brien, A. A. G. ; Cap- 
tain H. Wemyss Feilden, A. A. G. ; Captain Clifton H. Smith, 
A. A. G. ; Captain John M. Otey, A. A. G. ; Captain E. Pliny 
Brvan, A. A. G. 

Engineer Department : Major David B. Harris, Chief En- 
gineer Department; Major William IL Echols, Chief Engi- 
neer of South Caroliua ; Colonel A. J. Gt)uzales, Chief of 
Artillery ; Major Hutson Ij<»e, Chief Quartermaster ; Surgeon 
R. L. Brcxlie, Chief Medical Dire<*tor ; Major H. C. Guerin, 
Chief of Subsistence ; Major Henry Bryan, Adjutant and In- 
spector-General . 

The coast of South Carolina was divideil into four military 
districts, as follows : 

1st. The First Military District, Brigadier-General R. S. Rip- 
ley commanding, embraanJ the works for the defense of the har- 
bor and approaches ti) the city of Charleston, limited on the east 
bv the South Sant(H3 River and on the west by the Stono and 
Rantowle's CVeek. 

2d. The Second Military District, Brigadier-General John- 
son Hagood commanding, extended from the western limit of 
the First District to the AshejKK) River. 

3d. The Third Military District, Brigadier-Greneral W. 
S. Walker commanding, was limited on the east by the Sec- 
ond Militarj' District and on the west by the Savannah 
River. 

4th. The Fourth Military District, Brigadier-General James 
H. Trapier con) maud ing, was Ijounded on the south-west by the 
South Santee River and on the north-east by the boundary-line 
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between the States of North and South Carolina.— ( War Reo- 
ordSy vol. xiv.) 

The organization of troops in the First Military District was 
as follows (March 13, 1863) : 



Brigadier-General R. S. Ripley commanding. 

James Island and St, Andrew's Parish. 

Brigadier-General S. R. Gist commanding. 

8th Georgia Battalion, Major B. F. Hunt. 

25th South Carolina, Colonel' Charles H. Simonton. 

3<1 South Carolina Cavalry, Company K, Captain T. Cordes. 

Ferguson's (South Carolina) Cavalry, Company G, Captain B. 
W. McTureous. 

2d South Carolina Artillery, Lieutenant-Colonel A. D. Fred- 
erick. 

Lucus's (South Carolina) Battalion of Artillery, Major J. J. 
Lucas. 

Palmetto (South Carolina) Battalion of Artillery, Lieutenant- 
Colonel E. B. White. 

Brigadier- General T, L. Clinginan^s Brigade. 

8th North Carolina, Colonel H. M. Shaw. 
31st North Carolina, Colonel John V. Jordan. 
61st North Carolina, Colonel Hector McKethan. 
61st North Caroliua, Colonel James D. Radcliffe. 
German Artillery, Company B, Captain F. Melchers. 

SnlUvan^H Island and Christ Church Parish. 

Brigadier-General James H. Trapier, commanding, haviu": 
been temporarily withdrawn from command of the Fourth 
Military District. 

Ist South Carolina Infantrj' (regulars), Colonel William Butler. 
20th South Carolina Infantr}*^, Colonel L. M. Keitt. 
Ferguson's (South Carolina) Cavalry, Company E, Captain L. 
A. Whilden. 
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Kutledge (South Carolina) Cavalry, Company D, Captain 

TUomas Pincknev. 
1st South Carolina Artillery (r^ulars), Conijianics I and K, 

Captain J. A. Sitgroaves. 
Fergusrjn'.s Light Batter}', Captilin Thomas B. Ferguson. 
German (South Carolina) Artillery, Com}>any A, Captain D. 

Werner. 
Santec (South Carolina) Artillery, Captain Christopher Gaillard. 

Mornn Inland, 

21st South Carolina, Colonel Ilolx^rt F. Graham. 
Gist Guards, Captain C. E. Chichester. 
Mathewes Artillery, Captain J. R. Mathewes. 

City of ChaticHion. 

46th Georgia, Colonel P. H. Colquitt. 
Charleston Battiilion, Lieutenant-Colonel P. C. Gaillard. 
21st Battalion GcH)rgia Cavalry, Major W. P. White. 
South Canilina Siege-Train, Major Charles Alston, Jr. 

Canfle Pinekncy and FoH Ripley, 

1st South Carolina Artillery (regular). Company H, Captain 
H. S. Farley. 

Fort Suvifer, 

1st South Carolina Artillery (nnrular). Companies B, C, D, E, 
F, G, I, Colonel AHWhI Rhett. 
Aeeonling to the returns of troops made April 7, 1863/ the 
following will exhibit the totals of "efftK^tives" in each military 
district, and the grand total in the department : 

First Military District of South Carolina 11,229 

Second Military District of South Carolina 2,849 

Third Military District of South Carolina 5,837 

District of Georgia (Savannah) 10,125 

District of Middle Florida 1,374 

District of East Florida 803 

Total in the department 32,217 

* War Record*^ vol. xiv. page 889. 
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The armament of James Islandy reported by Brigadier-General 
S. R. Gist, March 3, 1863, was thus disposed : 

Fort Johnson, 5 guns (two 10-inch and two 328 and one 32 

rifle), with one 10-ineh mortar, total .• • • 6 guns. 

Battery Glover, opposite White Point Garden, in the city, 5 " 

Battery Means, near the Ashley mouth of Wappoo Cut . . 2 " 

Fort Pemberton, near the Stono mouth of Wappoo Cut . . 15 " 

W^estern division of lines (2600 yards) 17 " 

Eastern division of lines (2600 yards) 20 " 

Battery Reed, on the right flank of Fort Lamar 2 " 

Secession ville (Fort Lamar), 13 guns and 1 mortar .... 14 " 

James Island was therefore at that time defended by an ag- 
gregate of 81 guns, of which only 13 were on the harbor. 

MoiTis Island had in its principal work, Battery Wagner, at 
this time, only 7 guns ; and in Battery Gregg, at Cumming's 
Point, only 2 guns; total, 9 guns. 

Sullivan^ s Inland was armed as follows : Breach Inlet Battery 
(Marshall), 8 guns ; Beauregard Battery, 6 guns ; Fort Moultrie, 
24 guns ; Battery Bee, 10 guns ; total, 48 guns. 

FoH Sumter^ 8 armament consisted of 40 guns in casemate and 
45 in barbette on the ramparts, making a total of 85 guns, with 
7 mortars. Of this aggregate, only the guns of the eastern or 
right face and flank were to be brought into action — viz. 37 guns 
and 7 mortars. But as among them were 13 smoothbore 32- 
pounders, pieces of no value against armored vessels, and as, 
Ix^ides, the fire of the mortars would be very uncertain, the 
actual armament of the fort likely to prove effective in the 
approaching struggle could be no more than 24 guns.* 

The garrison (consisted of seven companies of the Fii'st regi- 
ment of South Carolina Artillery (regulars), commanded by 
Colonel Alfred Rhett, I jieu tenant-Colonel Joseph A. Yati^, and 
Major Ormsby Blanding, making a total of about '550 officers 
and men. Under strict discipline, with constant drill and prac- 
tice, the garrison had attained the highest degree of excellence. 

* The weight or calibre of these pieces was as follows: four 10-inch coliim- 
biads, two 9-inch Dahljjrens, two 7-inch Brooke rifles, eight 8-inch colnmbiads 
and navy sliell-giins, seven 42- pounders, rifled and banded, and one 32- 
IM)under, riflwl and banded. The mortars were of the 10-inch sea-coast 
pattern. 
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An afternoon trip down the harbor to see the dress-parade and 
hear the band play at Fort Sumter was held by the Charleston- 
ians to be an indispensable custom — a tribute due both to the 
war spirit of the time and to the merit of a fine command. 
(An idea of the organization of the regiment, its companies and 
officers, may be formed from reading Colonel Rhett^s report of 
April 7, 1863, in the Appendix of this work.)^ 

' It appears that one of the biographers of General R. E. Lee has, in uncon- 
scious affection for his noble chief, greatly exaggerated the extent and value 
of the defensive works ordered and constructed during his command of the 
Department of South Carolina and Georgia, fnim November 8, 1861, to March 
3, 1862, a period of only four months. (See Memoirs of Lee, by A. L. Long, 
ciiap. viii.) At the time of General Lee's departure for Virginia no problem 
of iron-clad warfare liad yet presented itself, and except perhaps the "Thun- 
derbolt" batteries below Savannah and the first works at Battery Bee, Sulli- 
van's Island, Charleston harbor, there were no fortifications along the coast 
that General Lee would have estimated very highly, and none as constituting 
**a strong interior line of defense extending from Winyaw Bay to the mouth 
of the St. Mary's River." From March to September some changes, and a 
few only wliich were advantageous, were made by order of Miyor-Gen«ral 
Pemberton. But it was not until the administration of General Beauregard 
and his chief engineer, Colonel Harris, that the defenses on the const attained 
the high d^ree of excellence for whicli they'became distinguished. The cor- 
rection of General Long's error was made in June, 1876> by General Thomas 
Jordan, writing for the Southern Historical Society a paper on this subject 
The present writer feels called upon to add his testimony to that of General 
Jordan. 
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CHAPTER II. 

THE REPULSE OF THE IRON-CLAD SQUADRON, APRIL 7, 1863. 

Confidence op the Northern Mind in Armored Vessels and the 
Capture op Charleston by them— Combined Operations prepared 
UNDER Rear- Admiral DuPont and Major-General Hunter — 
Rendezvous of the Squadron at Port Royal— Experimental At- 
tacks ON Fort McAllister on the Coast of Georgia — DuPont's 
Distrust of the Vessels Increased— Squadron crosses Charles- 
ton Bar — Force and Armament of the Squadron — General 
Beauregard in Command of the Defense — Two Confederate 
Iron-clad Rams stationed within the Obstructions — Advance 
OF THE Squadron April 7th— Spirit of the Garrison of Fort 
Sumter under Colonel Rhett — Fort Moultrie Opens Fire — 
Action Begun by the First Division of Four Monitors — Flag- 
ship New Ironsides Slow to Advance— Drifts almost out of 
Range— Weehawken Fears to Push her Raft against Obstruc- 
tions— P.vssaic Drops out op Rancje to Repair Damages — Four 
Vessels of Second Division move Forward into Action, Nahant 
AND Keokuk comincj Nearest of All— Fort Sumter's Fire be- 
comes most Effective— Rear-Admiral Signals to Withdraw from 
Action — His Captains report Five oitt op Eight Vessels more 
OR LESS Disabled- Fort Sumter's Injuries— Total Firing and 
Casualties on both Sides — Keokitk Sinks nfjct ^[oRNING — Esti- 
mates of Range and Obstruction compared— Mr. Swinton's 
Testimony to Confederate Artillerists. 

The capture of Charle^on by a .stronp; force of armored ves- 
sels, to lye supjiorted, if neeessarv, by troops ojx^rating on land, 
seems to have been almost the first thing determined on by the 
United States Navy Department after the fight in Hampton 
Roads between the Monitor and Merrimac (Virginia).* That 
conflict marked the first real eixx^h in the history of iron-clad 
warfare : the second was made memorable by the attack on Fort 
Sumter, now to be related. 

Only thirteen months intervened between the two events. In 

' See Appendix for Secretary Welles*8 confidential despatches to Flag-Officer 
DuPont. 
40 
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that |>eri(xl of time the Federal power had remedied many 
defects in the constniction of " monitors," and had Hubntituted 
for the XI-in(;h smoothbore Dahlgren guns the heavier metal 
of XV-ineh smoothbore guns and 8-inch Parrott rifles, the 
former throwing projectiles of 440 pounds, the latter of 155 
{)ound8 weight. The Confetlerates had l)een cut off' from all other 
than their own very limited resount»s of manufacture, and had 
not been able to improve on either the mason rj' forts of the day 
or on the ordnance uscxl by the Virginia. The best their gov- 
ernment could do was to arm its forts with the then old-fash- 
>ioned 10-inch columbiads (sm<H)thbon') and a few Vll-imJi rifle 
cannon of the pattern invented by Lieutenant John M. Brooke 
of the Confederate Navy. The columbiads threw pnyectiles 
of 128 pounds; the rifles threw shells and lH)lts from 100 to 
133 pounds in weight. 

But it was not until the early months of the next year (1863) 
that preparations were actively lx»gun on the (H)ast of Soutli 
Carolina. The flag-officer of the South Atlantic blm;kading 
squadron, Captain Samuel F. DuPont, distinguished for his 
success in forcing an entrance into Port Royal, between Charles- 
ton and Savannah, Noveml)cr 7, 1861, was made rear-admiral, 
and for his captains he seems to have drawn around him some 
of the finest offic»ers of the service. The War Office in Jan- 
uary placed Major-General David Hunter in command of the 
Department of the South ; and in February he was joined at 
Port Royal by Major-General J. G. Foster, coming from the 
coast of North Carolina with 10,000 infantr\' and 600 artillen\ 
Soon after Stono Inlet and Folly Island were oct^ujiied by them.* 
But dissension Ixjtween the two generals resulted in Foster's re- 
turning North, and leaving his cx>mmand to serve under Hunter 
in the expedition against Charleston. When the rear-admiral 
was ready to move Major-General Hunter was prepared to co-op- 
erate with him, by the way of Folly and Morris Islands, with a 
force of thirteen thousand men. 

The squadron made its first rendezvous at Port Royal. While 
its vessels were assembling there three or four of the monitors 

' Cole's Island, within Stono Inlet, having been abandoned by the Confed- 
erates the year before, was occupied by Union troops March 28, 1803. 
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were ordered to make experiment on Fort McAllister, a forti- 
fication located near the month of the Great C^eechee River on 
the adjacent coast of Geoi^ia. Here in January, Februarj-, and 
Marcli four trials were made, the last being for eight hours, with 




the Passaic, Patapsco, and Nahant, " the Monfaiik, having been 
three times tmder fire of the fort and sufficiently tested," not 
joining in on this occasion. The Passaic's deck was "very 
badly injured," and altogether the results were not encourag- 
ing. R«ar-Adniiral DuPont reluctantly confessed : " The injuries 
to the monitors were extensive, and their ofiensive powers found 
to be fcehlo in dealing with forts, particidarly earthworks."' 

While the most <'onfident exi>ectations continued to be indulged 
in at Wash ill jct on, and the public mind of the wh()le North was 
excited and siiiiguinc on the subject, it was evident that the 
naval offiecix themselves were Ix-coming more distrustful of 
their vessels, or, as one of them expressed it, of "tjiis fighting 

' Fort McAllister, nt Genesis Point, near the moiilh of tlie Great OKeechee 
River r>r (ienr^ia, vina a n-cll-biiilt ennlnrork with iienvy parapets utid Irav- 
eraea, but witli only seven giitis and one morinr for its arniamenl. Of these, 
the largest seems lo )inve lieen a 10-iiich coliimbiad (smoothbore). Major 
George Vi. Anderiion, Jr., the romriiander, (tislin(;iii''he(l himself on these 
ocesHions, anrl even w lien, later, he wiia forceil hr overwhelming numbers 
from l^lierman'H army to surrender tlic post after a bmve re»iislnnce. with hand- 
to-linnd figlitinj! on the pnmpets. This uns slmrtly ht'fori' the fall of Ssvan- 
nah, in Deeeml)er, 18(14. 
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by machinery." War-correspondents Iiad been engaged for 
months and were awaiting the signal of conflict. It is not too 
mncli to say that no "coming event" of the war since the first 
great battle had so held the people of the North in hopeful sus- 
l)ense as this approaching attack on the citiulel of Charleston 
harbor. Mr. Welles wrote to Admiral DuPont : " There is 
intense anxiety in regard to your operations." 

It should be borne in mind that the squadron included three 
distinct classes of armored vessels : 

1 . The " monitors," represented by seven of what l)ecame 
known as the Passaic class, differing from the first monitor 
chiefly in two particulars — viz. (a) the removal of the pilot- 
house from its position on deck forward of the turret to a l)et- 
ter ]X)sition on the top of the turret ; (6) the increased thick- 
ness of the armor of the turret from eight to eleven inches, and 
of the timlxT backing of the iron-clad hull. The seven vessels 
of this class were the Passaic, Montauk, Patapsco, Wec*hawken, 
Nantucket, Catskill, and Nahant. 

2. The Keokuk, an iron-clad battery differing from the first 
in showing alx)ut f\\Q f(K.'t of slanting hull above tlw water-line, 
in having two fixed turrets, each arnieil with one Xl-inch gun, 
and in having only six and a quarter inches of armor on the 
turrets, with deficient i)lating on the hull also. 

3. The New Ironsides, a seagoing screw iron-clad steamer, 
plated with rolled plates four and a half inches thick, except 
at the bow and stern, which were bare; having three decks, 
with an armament of seven Xl-inch guns on the broadside and 
two VTII-inch or 200-jx)under rifles on pivots ; draught, six- 
teen feet; disjilacement, 3500 tons. It was the intention of 
her builders that she should be bark-rigge<l, but she served off* 
Charleston without masts or rigging of any sort. (Appendix Ji.) 

The squadron carrie<l a total of thirty-two guns, apj>ortioned 
as follows: twentv-two Xl-inch smoothl)ore, seven XV-inch 
smoothbore, and three Vlll-inch Parrott rifle cannon. 

In point of both armament and power of resistance it was 
to be the most f<)rmi<lable naval attack hitherto made in this or 
any other country. Tlie British fleet l)efore Sebastopol (1854) 
apjx^ars to have had no guns heavier than 68-j>oiinders. 
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Thus the attack on Fort Sumter involved the employment of 
nine armored vessels of three different classes against a case- 
mated fort built of brick and concrete masonry, armed with 
80 guns and garrisoned with 550 men. It is true that Fort 
Moultrie, with other works at the entrance of Charleston har- 
bor, took an acrtivc part, though at long range, in the defense, 
but the atta(*k may be said to have been made entirely on 
Fort Sumter ; for, with the exception of some twenty shots fired 
at the works on Sullivan's and Morris Islands, the attacking 
squadron paid no attention to any other object than the one 
fort it had come to engage. 

The second rendezA'ous of the armored vessels was at North 
Edisto Entrance, about halfway to Charleston. Here the rear- 
admiral took his flag April 2d, and stayed a few days, perfecting 
his arrangements. 

In the forenoon of Sunday, April 5th, the fleet of iron-clad 
vessels, gunboats, and transports began to arrive off Charleston 
bar, their coming l^eing clearly observed from Fort Sumter, 
and even from the steeples of the city itself. At the fort it 
was hailed with the hoisting of flags and the firing of a salute. 
The afternoon was sj)ent in buoying the channel over the bar. 
Monday morning the rear-admiral hoisted his flag on the New 
Ironsides, and all the armored vessels crossed the bar, intending 
to advance that day. But, the weather proving hazy, the time 
was spent in sounding and buoying the main channel, which lies 
off Morris Island, while the squadron remained at anchor about 
four and a half miles to the south-east of Fort Sumter.* 

Tucstlay, April 7, 1863, dawned clear and mild upon land and 
sea. On board the vessels everything was made ready for action. 
At all the posts in the harbor an attack was looked for, not with 
over-confidence of success, because the problem was known to be 
an entirely untried one, but with perfect firmness and abundant 
spirit. It l)ecame known to the commanding general that ad- 
ditional troojis had this day been landed on Folly Island in 
Stono Inlet, but how far they were destined to co-operate with 
the naval movement could not be conjectured. Were they to 

' That very night a blockade-ninning steamer slipped in past the monitors 
at anchor, her officers taking them for Confederate iron-clads. 
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operate with the troops already on Folly Island and move upon 
Morris Island, keeping close to the squadron, or were they to 
strike for the city at once by a dash from the Stono River 
through the weak, attenuated lines of James Island? This 
latter island was the key to Charleston, to the inner as well as 
to the outer harbor ; and General Beauregard must have been 
relieved to find that the enemy at this time, as again later in the 
same year, preferred to oj)erate strictly on the sea-line, and so 
mi&sed an opportunity of capturing the harbor and city of 
Charleston.* 

The total Confederate fjrce in the First Military District 
around the harbor was 11,229 men. (For full particulars see 
Chajiter I.) 

The admiral's plan of attack was to pass the batteries on 
M(;rris Island without engaging them, to move around Fort 
Sumter if he could, and take up a jKwition to the northwanl and 
westward of that fortification. Five well-armed gunboats* were 
held in reserve outside the bar to support the iron-clads when 
attacking Morris Island " after the rechiction of Fort Sumter." 
The onler of battle was to Ik? the line ahead, in the following 
succession : 
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1. Weehawken, 2 giins, Captain John Rcxlgers. 

2. Pn88aic\ 

3. Montank, 

4. Patapsco, 

5. New InmsideH, 1<> 
<>. CatskiU, 2 

7. Nantucket, 2 

8. Naliant, 2 

9. Keokuk, 2 
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" Perciv;il Dravton. 
*• John L. Worden. 
Commander Daniel Ammen. 
Captain T. Turner. 
Commander (i. W. R<Nl^erM. 
I). MoN. Fairfax. 
" John Downes. 

A. C. Khind. 



■ First Division. 

Flagship. 

Second 
Divinion. 



* Major-General David Hunter had a force of 13,000 men in Stono Inlet and 
on Folly Island, lie wrote the President that on the morning after the attack 
by the squadron his command was in (xmiplete readiness to cross Lighthouse 
Inlet to Morris Island, and " that he was ecjuipped with 100- and 200 pounders, 
rifled, sufficient to render Fort Sumter untenable in two davs' fire." On the 
other hand, Rear-Admiral DuPont wrote the Secretary of the Navv: " Had 
the land forces on this occasion (April 7, 1863) been at all adequate to the 
emergency, the result might have l>een all that the country desired." 

' The Canandaigua, the Housatonic, the Unadilla, the Wissahickon, and the 
Hun)n. 
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It was decided to await the hour of high-water, 10.20 A. M./ 
and not attack before the ebb-tide could be depended on to assist 
the steering and prevent any disabled vessel from drifting into 
the harbor. Accordingly, the signal for advance to battle was 
not given till 12.15 P. M., that being as early as the pilots advised. 
It was not, however, promptly obeyed, for the Weehawken, in 
the lead, was stop[)ed by an accident which delayed the whole 
s(|uadron for an hour and a half. Just as she began to weigh 
anchor the chain was caught by one of the grapnels hanging 
beneath the rail attached to her bow for purposes of j>rotection 
against torpedoes and obstructions.^ 

Captain Drayton of the Passaic, next in line of battle, sig- 
nalled for permission to go ahead. But the Weehawken cleared 
her anchor by 1.45, and then all moved forward slowly against 
the ebl)-tide. As observed from Fort Moultrie in particular, 
the advan(»e aj)pcareil for some time uncertain, so slow was the 
progress of the line. 

At Fort Sumter the movement of the squadron was seen from 
the first, and all were on the alert. There was time for the gar- 
rison to take dinner, and so they dined. Then, at half-past two 
o'clock, the long-roll was sounded : officers and men, clad in full 
uniform as for dress-parade, sprang to their posts with a dash of 
good-will : discipline suppressed the cheering which l>eg*an. Be- 
sides the Confederate garrison flag flown from the principal staff 
at the northern salient, the flag of the State of South Carolina, a 
blue field with white crescent and palmetto, was hoisted at the 
western angle of the gorge ramparts, while the coloi's of the 

^ MiUo^H Almanac, Cliarleston, S. C. 

' This massive raft, devised by Mr. Eriofison, was 50 feet long and 27 feet 
wide, shnjMjd like a boot-jack, and desired primarily to carry a torpedo to be 
used in blowing up ol)8tructions. Although this was attached to the bow of 
the leading vessel, the Weehawken, as she advanced to action, the torpe<lo had 
purposely l)een left behind, as likely to do more harm to friends than enemies. 
Captain John Rodgers thought the raft might be useful with grapnels hang- 
ing from it to catch obstructions, and for that reason only he took it into 
action. Rut it was never tested against the ol>st ructions for which it wms de- 
signetl. Some time toward the close of the day it was cut a<lrift, having l)een 
fountl to start the ^-inch armor cm the bow, an<l it flouted uj) on the beach of 
Morris Island. There it was e.\amine<l and a drawing of it made by the Con- 
federates. 
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First regiiuent flouted froiii tlie eastern aiiglo of the same. 
Colonel Kliett oixlcnxl at tlic hoisting of tlutv flags a salute 
of thirtecu guns to l»e firwl and the bund of the regimeDt to play 
on the ramparts in the hearing of tlie enemy. Major Blaiiding 
took his station in eomniaiid of the 
msemates ; Lieutenant-Colonel Yates 
was in chai^ i>f all the open-air bat- 
teries; and the i^)Ioncl auiinianding, 
chousing for his jMiint of view the 
vieinity of the Brooke rifle, euuld be 
seen from all parts oi' the fort stand- 
ing on the parapet of the south-east- 
ern angle, a few others in ttunpauy 
with iiini, silently watehing the a]>- 
proach of the vessels, (See Appen- 
dix, Colonel Rhott's rei>ort.) 

Mesniwhile, Batterj- Wagner had 
Ijeeri reaehe<l hy the s<juadron i»ass- 
ing in line ahead slowly to the front. 
Neither wide was dispos^tl tu tirt- : the 
time had not yet ctime. The liiish 
of a breathless snsp<'nse was every- 
where aroinid the scene. Tlic verj' 
waters seemwl to siikkjIIi the ««y, so 
calm and all but glassy did tlury ai> 
pear, swelling gently beneath the blue 
sky and bright snnshine of that April 
afteriKMin. Bnt on the forts and liat- 
tories gnanling the entrance to the 
harlmr, where the artillerists stood 
ready by their gims, the light of 
l)attle was already kindling in the 
soldiers' eyes, and within the dark, 
iron tnrrets of the fleet the sailors 

too were girding themselves for the fight. No luiconecrned 
spectator wa« jiresent that day. From the gunl)oat8 outside 
the bar, where the Northern war-co[Tes)K>ntlents had secured a 
place, np to the western limits of the picture, where the city 



■rm 






48 THE DEFENSE OF CUABLE8T0N HARBOB. 

clused the view, the lookers-on had their whole hearte in the 
issue. A glanoe toward the inner circle of the harbor would 
take in the hulls of the Cliiwra aud Palmetto State, Confederate 
iron-clads, stationed inside the obstructions of the Middle Ground, 
steaming slowly and silently like sentinels pacing their l>eats; 
the furt» aud batteries ou the sliores which narrowed iu the dit>- 




tanoo, as if to i-lasp tlie city iu fhcir guardian arms; the throng 
of citizi'iis gatlioring every moment on the wharves, crowding 
the loiij; rcucli of tin; Pnimenaile Hiitt<TV and o«;upying every 
liijih (iIhcc on the water-front which could give them a view of 
tlic ciiufli<'t, then so near at hand. 

At last, just l>efore the leading monitor had come abreast of 
Fort Sniiiter, a puff of white smoke fnira Fort Moultrie rolled 
up in cm-ling clouds from fho shore of Sullivan's Island, and 
the next moment the stillness of the harbor was broken by the 
heavy re|Hirt of the first gtui. This was at t»m minutes before 
three o'clock. But tlie rsuige was too groat for Moultrie's coluni- 
luads, and the fire was snsjH'iidtHl for a little while. One gun 
from the PiLssaic, second in line, was fired in reply. By this 
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time the leading monitor, Weehawken, with raft ahead, had 
opened on Fort Sumter before she had reached a well-known 
buoy placed by the Confederates at the turn of the channel east 
of Fort Sumter and distant from it 1120 yards. The barbette 
guns of the eastern flank of the fort, previously trained on this 
buoy, opened fire "by battery" on the Weehawken at three 
o'clock, as soon as she reached that object. Tlien all the guns 
that could be brought to bear, from Fort Moultrie, Batteries 
Bee and Beauregard on Sullivan's Island, together with Battery 
Gregg at Cumming's Point, joined in with Sumter. 

At this time the flagship. New Ironsides, slackened speed, 
being about a mile from Fort Sumter, with the second divis- 
ion of the scjuadron in the rear. First to one side, then to 
the other, her bow pointed, as though hesitating which way 
to swing round with the ebb-tide. She had all the appear- 
ance of a ship becoming unmanageable from lack of steam 
and headway, rather than from j)ower of tideway. On board 
they believed her to be in great danger of grounding.* These 
movements of the flagship, whether from the want of steam 
or of steering qualities, were not only noticed from the shore, 
but they excited also the greatest surprise and confusion in the 
squadron itself. True, the line in front had become disar- 
ranged by the backing of the Weehawken and Passaic, the 
former not daring to try the raft upon the obstructions. But 
all expected the iron-clad frigate, with her powerful broad- 
side of seven Xl-inch guns, to move forward instead of halt- 
ing at the distance of one mile, and before long drifting farther 
vet to a distance of over two thousand vanls from Fort Sumter. 
Al)out this time she was thought to be immediately over the 
large boiler torpedo off Battery Wagner and connected with it 
by electric w ire. (See Cliapter I.) The officer in charge at 
that post, Assistant Engineer Ijangdon Cheves, tried in vain 
to ignite the charge, and for some reason never discovered the 

' As her draught wa« sixteen feet, and the dej^th of the channel in that 
▼icinitv wns from twentv to fiftv-foiir feet for a width of about a half mile, 
the conclusion is, that she must have been on the eastern edgre of the chan- 
nel, and not in mid-channel, as represented on Major Echols's map. She 
must have l>een farther off from Fort Sumter than even the Confederate 
estimate of her distance. (Appendix B.) 
4 



50 THE DEFENSE OF CHARLESTON HARBOR. 

steam -frigate escaped the hidden danger. (See, Appendix B.) 
Her stopping threw the line behind her into such confusion that 
she ran foul of the Catskill and the Nantucket, and she finally 
signalled at 3.20 p. M. that the squadron should disregard the 
movements of the flagship. 

At Fort Sumter the stir of that first j)eriod of the fight was 
intense. The scene within the fort, so changed from the fixed 
attitude an hour before expecting the attack, was now one of 
the utmost a(;tivity consistent with jwrfetit discipline and stead- 
iness of conduct. The gunners of the batteries engaged were 
kept incessantly in motion serving their jMcces, wliether seen 
along the- ramparts canopied with smoke or ol>served flitting 
with gleams of red and gray uniform in and out of the shad- 
ows of the lower casemates, llj) and down the spiral stair- 
ways s|)c»d the runners to and from the nuigazines. Men, and 
sometimes offiwrs, hurried al)out with orders and messiiges in 
every direction, while the ear but slowly grew accustome<l to 
the thunder of the heavy guns and tiie mind braced ifc^elf for 
the crisis of the battle. 

The first shots tirnd at the fort came from the leading m($ni- 
tor, Weehawken. One passed over the heads of the men stand- 
ing ready to fire the barbette guns of the right flank, and cut a 
clean hole through the r^imental flag flying on the gorge-wall, 
piercing it near the crossing of the two cannons in the centre 
of its field. Another shot threw down a shower of bricks from 
the traverse at the eastern angle u|K)u the lu^ads of the men near 
by, slightly wounding some of them. One of the largest shells, 
exploding near the water\s edge at the base of the eastern wall, 
sent up over the parapet a column of sea-water, to fall in a cas- 
cade of spray over the guns and the new uniform of Adjutant 
S. C. Boylston, filling the crown of his scarlet cap like an over- 
flowing saucer. Another shell, jMinetrating entirely through the 
scarp-wall on the level of the u])j>er-tier embrasures, or rather 
where these had been hastily bricked up, set fire in bursting to 
some straw bedding left in the soldiers' quarters on that eastern 
side of the fort. From the barracks of the western flank, ex- 
posed to a reverse fire, all such combustibles had l>een removed, 
but it was thought that no single shell could breach the wall, as 
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this one did, and therefore the beds had been loft. The accident 
was alarming ; the service of the guns overhead and of the mag- 
azines adjacent was imperilled. But the prompt and efficient 
conduct of a well-organized fire department with engine and 
hose, directed by the officer of the day. Lieutenant Charles 
Inglesby, averted the danger. Another alarm, caused by a 
shell's bursting in the western barracks, proved to be less dan- 
gerous. At first the firing of the fort was by battery and very 
quick, as it was thought that the vessels would attempt to run 
past the forts and enter the harbor. But as the firing progressed 
the practice became more deliberate, accurate, and effcK^tive. Not 
long after the action began the total of guns engaged on the east- 
ern flank was reduceil one-half by an order from the c^olonel 
commanding. The smoke arising from the lighter guns in the 
lower casemates was found to obscure the view from the parajx^t, 
and this gave good reason for the closing of their embrasures. 
But as socm as the foremost monitors came within the field of 
fire of the right or north-eastern face of the fort, opposite Sul- 
livan's Island, the batteries of this quarter combined with the 
first engaged. 

On board the first division of the squadron, the monitors 
Weehawken, Passaic, Montauk, and Patapscro, the twenty min- 
utes of action had been full of incident. But it became only 
too evident that the defensive advantages of the armored ves- 
»»ls had been attained at the exj)ense of their oflTensive power. 
How it must have (Jiafe<l the spirits of those captains to be 
bound l)v ma(*hinerv to fire onlv as the turret revolved, or to 
find it jammed and refusing to turn when they were ready to 
firc^; to f)eep througli little loopholes at the forts and nuich- 
dreaded obstructions ; to amduct signalling and sounding under 
cover of the turret, where that was found practicable ! The 
Weehawken and Patapsco must each have l)oen hit more than 
once |X»r minute, while they did not, both together, fire as often 
SL< once j>er minute. Between the two they managed to put in 
only eighteen shots in those twenty minut(*s ; and in the same 
period of time two of the eight heavy gmss carri(Hl by this 
division had In^en disabled. 

It will be remembt^red that it was at twenty minutes past 
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three the flagship signalled the squadron to disr^ard her eccen- 
tric movements. It was then that the four vessels of the second 
division felt at liberty to move to the front. At least fifteen 
minutes more were required for the leading monitor, Catskill^ 
to get into action. The next in line, Nantucket, opened on 
Sumter at 3.50; the next, Nahant, about 4 o'clock became 
hotly engaged with both Sumter and Moultrie. The Keokuk, 
pushing ahead of her leading companions to a station reported 
variously at from six to nine hundred yards fmm Fort Sumter, 
opened fire ten minutes after the Nahant. 

Now, for the first time since the fight began, did the whole of 
the squadron become engaged. The forts and batteries also were 
firing with more steadim^ss and combined effect than they had 
hitherto attained. Upward of one hundred of the heaviest can- 
non of all descriptions were flashing and thundering together, 
shooting their balls, their shells, and fiery bolts with deafening 
sound and shocks of powerful impact that surpassed all previous 
exi)erience of war. The smoke of the battle, brightened by the 
sun into snowy clouds, seemed to the distant observer entirely to 
envelop the small objects on the water which were (Siusing all 
the trouble. Only when the light breeze availed to lift or part 
and roll away slowly the heavy masses could a glimpse be had 
of the movements of the squadron. The water all around the 
fighting ships was seen on nearer view to be constantly cut, 
I)loughed, and splashed with every form of disturbance, from 
the light dip of the ricochet shot to the plunge of the point-blank 
missile, from the pattering of broken pieces of solid shot falling 
back from the im|>enetrable turrets to the sudden sj)out of foam 
and jet of spray sent up by a chance mortar-shell exploding 
just beneath the surface of the water. Sometimes from the 
same cause a waterspout raised near the fort would reach to a 
great height and throw its shower of descending spray upon the 
guns frowning over the paraj)et or in the act of discharging their 
own messengers of defiaTice. 

The monitors of the first division needed all the help their 
comradas could bring them. The Passaic had been already 
taken out of action by Captain Drayton to the eastward, had 
come to anchor, and was inspecting damages. The Weehawken, 
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after decliniDg to push against the obstructions with the raft 
brought for that very purpose, was holding back, but kept up 
a fire on the fort The Patapsco must have run aground, for 
that alone explains a stoppage attributed to obstructions where 
it is known certainly that none had ever been placed. Backing, 
she got off, but had IxH^n held sufficiently long to receive special 
attention from the Confederate gunners. The Catskill, coming 
to the front from the rear of the flagship, passed some of the 
first division in their damaged condition. Both this vessel and 
the Nantucket of the second division were warmly greet<»d by 
the forts, the latter losing the use of her X V-inch gun after the 
third discharge. But it was reserved for the last to Ix? first, for 
the Nahant and the Keokuk, last in line, among the last to get 
into action, were the first to move up nearer to the enemy, to 
fight at shorter range than the rest and to suffer the conse- 
quences. 

Commander John Downes took the Nahant into the hottest 
fire of the forts, but while he could fire only fifteen times his 
alert adversaries jammed his turret with three blows from heavy 
shot, put his steering-gear out of order, and caused his vessel to 
dritt, unmanagt^ablc for a while, nearer to the forts than any of 
her colleagues, with the risk of being carried by the flood-tide, 
then setting in from the bar, upon certain destruction. By 
strenuous exertion a new arrangement was made fi)r stetTing, 
and the ship was savwl, but her guns could not he brought to 
bear, and she had to withdraw from action to repair damages. 

It fared still worse with the Keokuk. The defects of her 
build have Ixxm alluded to, and they must have l)een susj)ected 
at the time. But how serious they were remained to be proved 
by Commander Rhind\s willingness to test to the utmost her 
fighting capacity. When the turn in the channel was rejiched 
he came " 1)0W on " to Fort Simitcr, receiving the concentnitwl 
fire of all the guns that could l)e brought to l)ear fn)m that pixst 
and from Sullivan's Island. He was silenced after firing but 
three shots from the gim in his forward turret and none from 
the after one. The |x>sition taken seemed to him alx)ut five 
hundred and fiftv vanls from Sumter. To those in tho fort it 
apjH^ared to 1k' hanlly less than nine hundred yanls. At the end 
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of twenty-five or thirty minutes he was glad to escape without 
l)eing captured or going down in the presence of his enemy. 
His vessel was struck ninety times in the hull and turrets. Nine- 
teen shots pierced her through at and just below the water-line. 
The turrets were entirely j)enetrated by rifle-bolts and 10-inch 
round shot. One of his turret-ports was closed by the blow of 
a shot jamming the shutter against the gun. Riddled as she 
was, it is a matter of wonder how the Keokuk escaped with her 
engines in condition to take her slowly out of the fight. Kept 
afloat Avith difficulty that night, she sank at her anchorage ofl^ 
the southern part of Morris Island early next morning. 

Meanwhile, the order to withdraw from action had been issued. 
The hour, according to the rear-admiral, w^as 4.30 P. M., but 
Flect-Cai)tain C. R. P. Rodgers thought it nearly five o'clock 
when the signal was given. The firing of the squadron slack- 
ened and ceased, but the forts kept it up until the vessels passed 
out of extreme range, the last shots being fired by Battery Wag- 
ner, which had been silent up to this time. 

If little has been said thus far of the flagship it has been 
because there was little to be said. Inviting the aim of the 
enemy by her larger bulk, and distrusted more than the mon- 
itors by the rear-admiral, the New Ironsides was held at twice 
the distance of the other vessels from the fire of the forts — viz. 
at from fifteen hundred to more than two thousand yards. Once, 
toward the middle period of the fight, she was seen by the Con- 
federates to move up the channel as if to fight. But upon re- 
ceiving the spec^ial attention of Forts Moultrie and Sumter she 
returneil, rather promptly, to her former station. She never fired 
a shot at Fort Sumter, but she did fire seven shots at Moultrie 
and one at Wagner. Although hit very often, she was entirely 
proof, at tliat long range, against the Confederate fire, and, as 
described by some one on board, the shot dropped from her 
sides like boys' brickbats from the roof of a house, her efficiency 
l)eing not in the least impaired, either in her iron- or her wood- 
work.^ 

* In the Military Oprrntimn^ of General Benvrexfard it is said: "Fort Sumter 
cripples the New Ironsides." I have failed to find any authority for that 
incident. On the contrary, the endurance of this formidable sliip of war was 
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It must have lK?en a solemn procession as it filed past the 
flagship that serene April evening. The first in action were 
the first to come out. After they had all passed the Ironsides 
got under way an<l followed them. It was then sunset, and 
after dark the (aptains of the several vessc^ls came on board the 
flagship to report to the rear-admiral. The Keokuk was ex- 
pected to go down at any moment. Her next in line, the 
Nahant, had Ixith turret and pilot-house injured, the latter 
ver}* much so, and the deck cut through in places. The Wee- 
hawken, leading monitor, had her side-armor broken, exposing 
the wood, her turret st4)pped for a time, and her Xl-inch gun 
disabled. The Passaic, second in line, had her turret jammed, 
the Xl-im^h gun disabled, and the pilot-house badly wrecked. 
The Pataps<!o's rifled gun had l)een silenced at the fifth fire, the 
up{x;r part of her armor loosened, her turret temporarily stopped. 
The Nantucket lost the use of her XV-inch gun at the third 
fire. The Catskill received a severe hurt on the deck. The 
Montauk suffered two damaging hits among fourteen on her 
side-armor, and another blow on her pilot-house. 

The rear-admiral fully intended renewing the attack when 
he suspemU^d it, but after hearing these reports and retiring to 
sleep over the (|Ut»stion, he annouiu^xl next morning his decision 
against renewal, for in his judgment " it would have converted 
a failure into a disaster." In this decision he had the* support 
of all the captains and commanders who had been engaged. 
But a harsli corres|v)ndene(» ensued lietwwn himself and the 
Secretary of the Navy, leading to DuPont's removal from 
command of tlie squadron, Jime 3, 1863, on account of his 
unwillingn(»ss to renew the attack. (Appendix F., Ch. III.) It 
should l)e menti()no<l, in justice to the rear-admiral, that his own 
and his captains' official reports of the action were suppressed by 
the Secretary of the Navy for a |>eriod of eight months; and 
it appears that even the Hous<»s of Congress were not fully 
informed on the subject until they had called for them three 

proved five niontlis later when, anchoring off Sullivan's Island, she engaged 
all the batteries tliere at twelve hnndre<l vards for nearlv three honrs, was hit 
wventy times, yet drew off nnhnrt and her eaptnin (Rowan) reported no 
damages. (Ap|KMnlix B.) 
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tlinos, and more than twelve months after the reports had been 
sent up to the Navy Department. This delay, exceedingly irri- 
tating to the officers in command, was explained by the Secre- 
tarj' as having been necessitated by prudential secrecy in the 
conduct of the war. (See Armored Vessehy Exec. Doc.) 

The men-of-war continued at their anchorage, off the south- 
ern end of Morris Island, for five days after the fight Then, 
on the 12th of April, they crossed the bar and dispersed, the 
monitors going to Port Royal for repairs, the New Ironsides 
remaining with the blockaders, outside the bar. 

The Confederates took their success with a feeling of relief 
nearly as great as the joy of victory. They did not learn for 
months how severely the squadron had suffered ; they knew it 
had failed to meet expectations ; they did not know the morti- 
fication of defeat felt by its officers nor the storm of national 
displeasure raised by the Northern newspapers. They knew 
that the Keokuk had been sunk ; they did not know that three 
or four of her comrades had been disabled for several weeks 
after the action. 

How did Fort Sumter stand it? was the first question asked 
after the attack was ended. All obser\'crs in the garrison that 
afternoon will remember the prodigious size of those black 
spheres, fift(»en inches in diameter, as they bounded in full view 
from tlie ports of the turrets to the walls of the fort. Even 
tlio Xl-inch sliot were larger than any of the Confederate pro- 
jectiles. The ])owerful shocks given by these projectiles to the 
solid masonry of the fort was somotliing new and could never 
be forgotten. The massive walls, j)iers, and arches seemed to 
tremble to their foundations. And when, especially, the burst- 
ing of the larg(»st shells occurred at the moment of impact, the 
loosening, shattering effe(;ts attending the shock exceeded all 
expectations. But al)out the time when the men were be(*om- 
ing accustomed to the novelty of it the firing stopped, and they 
had opportunity to inspect damages. In a few places the effect 
of the fire was severe enough to convince that if continued by 
other injuries in the sjime vicinity it would become seriously 
destructive. But, as a whole, the fort had scarcx^ly lost any 
of its fighting ciipacity or real efficiency. Had the fight been 
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renewed next day, the fort could have done better than the 
day before, the armament being actually increased in weight 
on the sea-face by some removals and changes in the night. 

On the exposed fronts were the marks of some thirty- 
four actual bits, mostly separate and distinct, but a few w^ere 
combined by the effects of two or three shots striking near to- 
gether. There were some twenty other scars made by scaling, 
grazing, or bursting of sliells, but these did no damage. In- 
deed, the real damage was done by only fifteen of the total 
numl)er of hitting shot««. Thus four embrasures were injured, 
two were destroyed ; a section of the para})ct on the eastern 
flank was breached and loosened for a length of twenty-five feet, 
a part of the paniix't even falling out and exjKising the gun 
behind it ; the scar|>-wall of the same front was |)cnetrated at 
the level of the second-tier embrasures (which had been filled 
in), and where the wall, five feet thick, was of comparatively 
fresh material. These complete penetrations had been made by 
one Xl-inch and two XV-inch projectiles from the smoothbore 
guns. The penetrations elsewhere in the original well-set brick 
masonry of the fort were much less than was expected, averag- 
ing in depth from one foot to two and a half feet, and accom- 
panied with craters of about three feet in diameter. Particular 
craters, caused by more than one shot, were very serious hurts, 
one such measuring two fei»t seven inches in depth, six feet in 
height, and eight f(»et in width. The following tabulated state- 
ments will exhibit the firing and casualties on both sides: 



Confederate Posts. 



Names OF Pohw. 



Fort iSiiniter . . . 
Fort Moultrie . . . 
Batterv Bee . . . 
Battery Beniirepard 
Battery (Jregg . . 

Battery Wagner . . 



Totals 



Giinn 


Sliotd 


ougagotl. 


flriMl. 


40 


810 


21 


S6S 


fi 


2KS 


8 


If)? 


2 


66 


4 




76 


2206 



riifliiAitiofl. 



5 wounded. 

1 killed. 

None. 

None. 

None. 
/ 8 killed and 5 wonnde<l 
\ by accidental ex]>losion. 

4 killed, 10 wounde<l. 



I 



Remarks. — The official report** do not correspond in all particulars; this 
stuteuieut in from a careful compilation. 
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Of the total guns engaged, nearly one-fourth were smoothbore 32-pounde», 
of no value against armored vessels. 

Range, from 900 to 2000 yards. 

The killed were (Fort Moultrie), Private Lusby accidentally, by falling of 
flagstaff. The wounded at Fort Sumter, Sergeant Faulkner, Privates Chaplin, 
Mihnix, Penn, and Ahrens. (For Battery Wagner, see Appendix.) 

Federal Vessei^*. 



Namu or Vemkls. 



"VVeehawken 
Passaic . . . 
Montauk . . 
Patapsco . . 
New Ironsides 
Catskill. • 
Nantucket 
Nahant . . . 
Keokuk . . 



Totals 



Guns 
engaged. 

2 

2 

2 
o 

8 
2 



2 
1 

23 



Shotfl 
fired. 



Hits 
received. 



Casualties. 



1 26 


53 


1 13 


35 


27 


14 


10 


47 


8 


93 


22 


20 


J5 


51 


15 


36 


3 


90 


139 


439 



None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

1 killed, 6'wounded. 

16 wounded. 

1 killed, 22 wounded. 



Remarkh. — These returns are taken from the Executive Document on 
Armored Vessehy with the exception of hits received by the New Ironsides, 
which were given by Rear- Admiral DuPont before the Committee on the 
Conduct of the War. (Vol. ii., 1865, Heavy Ordnancty page 96.) 

Range, from 550 to 2000 yards. 

From the above statement it appears that in an action lasting 
two hours and twenty minutes only 139 fires had been made by 
the vessels against 2206 made by the forts and batteries — that 
on board seven out of the nine vessels there were no casualties at 
all. Thus, it was rather a trial of strength than a sanguinary 
battle. Indeed, compared with the fighting of the iron-clad 
boats of Captain Eads's constniction the year before on the 
Cumlxirland and the Tennessee Rivers, when at Fort Henry 
they were victorious and at Fort Donelson they were beaten, 
the attack on Fort Sumter was not made with the vigor or per- 
sistency that often distinguished the United States Navy, and 
particularly in forcing an entrance through torpedo obstructions 
into Mobile Bay the following year. 

Some of the captains engaged complained very grievously of 
the serious >vant of vision from the pilot-house, both on account 
of the narrow openings there allowed them and on account of 
the heavy smoke enveloping the scene of action. And these 
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complaints serve to explain the great discrepancy between the 
Union and Confederate estimates of range and obstructions.^ 

First, as regards the range, both sides agree as to the facts of 
the Nahant^s coming in, or drifting in, the nearest of all, the 
Keokuk next, and the New Iroasides being the farthest of all 
from Fort Sumter. But when it is considered that the vessels 
labored under great disadvantages of vision, while the forts had 
the advantage of knowing the range of a buoy placed at the 
very turn in the channel where the action occurred, the conclu- 
sion is irresistible that the true estimate of ranges belongs to the 
defense rather than to the attack. 

Then, with regard to the obstructions seen by some of the 
more advanced monitors. More than one naval officer reported 
these as appearing to be very near or " close aboard." But they 
were certainly known by the Confederates to be upward of three 
or four hundred yards farther within the mouth of the harbor 
than any jx)int reached by the Weehawken, the Nahant, or the 
Keokuk. They have been commonly mentioned as being on a 
line between Fort Sumter and Fort Moultrie. This is a mis- 

4 

take : they were originally placed between Sumter and Battery 
Bee on Sullivan's Island, but had dragged their anchors a little 
l)el()w the line of Battery Bee. They consisted of parts of a 
broken boom of heavy logs and of a few sections of rope-netting ; 
Init there were positively no torixxloes among them or forward of 
them on that day ; and there was, ni(»rcover, an opening three 
hundred vards wide between them and Fort Sumter entirelv 
clear of all obstruct ions. (Sw plates at end of volume.) 

The result of the action proved the readiness of the South, 
in at least one jilaa*, to meet tlie strongest effort of the United 
States Navy. She even proved liei^self more tlian e([ual to the 
latest inventions, offensive and defensive, in the art of war. 
The artillery fire of the forts, tliougli by no means that of the 
heaviest guns of tlie day, was, for its jmwer and accuracy, the 
subject of wonder to tlie offi(»ers of tlie fleet and the war-cor- 
res|X)ndents on the station.^ Never before had an attacking 

* Captains Turner, Drayton, and Wortlen, and Commander Amnien in their 
several reports mnke this very plain. 

' Much of its efleclivcness wns due to the superior (piality of tlie powder 
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naval fWnre prt^stMitwl such very small objet^ts f\^ the monitors 
to the fire of the enemy. Mr. William Swinton, who was an 
eye-witness, quoting the remark of Sir Howard Douglass that 
" there is no telling ichat gunpowder can do," adds : " The rebel 
artillery practice certainly drew on its resources to an extent 
hitherto unparalleled in warfare. . . . As one of the leading 
actions of the grc»at rebelliim the battle of Chark»ston harbor 
j)assc»s into history and takes its pla<i» then*. As a contribu- 
tion to the worlcFs cx|KTieni?e in the ait of in>n-clad M'arfare 
it j>ass<?s into s<Mcnce and ojk'Us an epcx'h there." 

manufactured at the works in Aiif^iista, Geoi^io, iiiuler Colonel Cieorge W. 
Rains. 

"Even when supplyin)^ the urgent calls of .General Ripley at Charleston 
for cannon iM)W(ler to replace the twenty-two thousand pounds consumed 
during the action with the iron-clad fleet, two day.s' work nearly supplied 
that amount. 

*' Notwithstanding the admirahle serving of the heavy artillery at Fort 
Sumter during that engagement, it would have fallen and Charleston been 
captured had any but the strongest gunpowder been useil. The armor of 
the iron-clads, though constructed expressly to withstand the heaviest charges 
and projectiles, gave way before its pn)i)elling force." — (HiMory of the Con' 
federate Poitxler- Work's^ Augusta, Cja., 1882.) 



CHAPTER III. 

THE RECOVERY OF THE GUNS OF THE KEOKUK. 

ApHl-May, 1803. 

SiXKINCi OF THE VeKSEL— ThE WrI-XJK SEEN FROM FORT SUMTER — FaFL- 

URH* TO Destroy it, and Final Abandonment by the Fleet — 
Confederates* Plan for Ri-x-overy of the Guns — Mechanics, 

PROTECTED BY (lUARDBOATH, ATTACK THE IroN-WORK OF THE TUR- 
RETS — Two Weeks OcrcrriED in Gettinc* the First Gun Ready 
FOR HoisTiN(i— Hulk Prepared and Towed down to the Wreck 
— DiFFiciLTira Increase — A Crisis Rfjiched and Passed — The 
First Gin R>xovered as Daylight was about to Defeat the 
Enterprise — The Second Gun Recovered Three Nights after- 
ward — The Confederate Wreckers Compijmented by General 
Beaurecjard— The Admiral Blamed by the Authorities in 
W' AsiiiNiJToN — Intercepted Skjnals— Naval Tactics of the Con- 
federate Defense. 

Amoncj tlio daring and successful episodes of the Civil War 
the recovery l)v the Confedenites of the two guns from the wreck 
of the iron-clad vessel Keokuk dc^serves a pla(r(» of the highest 
distinction. It was something entirely of its own kind, involv- 
ing nuH'hanical skill and ingemiity, In^sides stvrtvv, eool judg- 
ment, and unflinching resolution. It is pleasant to add that 
it was atten<l(Hl hv no casualties. 

No sjKvial dcK'uments, official and (contemporary, relating to 
the enterprise have bei^n dist^overed. A few paragraphs embod- 
ied in more general rejX)rts (Huistitute all the notes |)ossesse(l 
from Confederate sourc^^s, while some corresjwndenee between 
the Union authorities is the siun of contributions from the 
other side. But of the actors in this marine adventure five 
have In^en considted in the preparation of this narrative, and 
no particulars have been used to suj)plement the official record 
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except such a8 rest on agreement of evidence or seem to be 
most pn>bable under all the circumstances. 

For a knowledge of the Keokuk's construction, armament, 
and severe treatment by the Confederate guns in the action 
before Fort Sumter, April 7, 1863, when her brave commander 
took the vessel within shorter range than any of her col- 
leagues, reference must be made to Chapter II. of this work. 
Commander A. C. Rhind's rei)ort closi« with the sinking of his 
riddlinl vc»ssel at 7.30 the morning after the fight. She had 
been kept afloat during the night in the smooth water, but at 
daylight it l)ecame rough, and in the effort to get the vessel 
romid with the assistamx? of a tug, she sank in eightwn feet 
of water (high tide), " (completely submerged to the top of her 
smoke-stack. The officers and crew weiv all saved, the wound- 
ed having lx*en put on l>oard of a tug a few minutes before the 
Keokuk went down." At the latter j)eri(Kl «)f the ebb-tide the 
turrets w(?re just visible above water. The wreck lay off the 
southern extremitv of Morris Island and about thirteen hun- 
dretl yards from the beach. As plainly seen at low tide with 
the naked eye from the walls of Fort Sumter, it was distant 
nearly four mih»s, a little east of south. 

It will be rememl)ered that the iron-<'lad scpiadron remained 
at anchor in th(» same vi(!initv for five davs after the fiii:ht. In 
that time an order must have l>et»n given by the rear-admiral to 
Captain John Rodgers of the Wt^ehawken to blow up the wrecjk 
by means of the Ericsson toqxnlo-raft,* since that officiT reixirts 
his ])reparations to use it in conjunction with Chief- Engineers 
E. D. Robie and A. C. Stimers, an<l their final abandonment of 
the purjx>se on ac<»ount of the swell and uncontrollable action 
of the structure. What prevented the destruction of the wrcvk 
by simpler methods is not recorded. But the Navy Department 
in Washington asked this very question after the guns had been 
taken out bv the Confederates, and the rear-admiral had no 
answer to give. (Ap|)endix, Ch. III.) 

S<Kjn after the withdrawal of the armored vessels from the 

' There were two of these rafts : one fell into the hands of the Confederates 
after Captain Rodgers on the 7th of April had cast it loose from the Wee- 
hawken. 
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channel i/ff M«ini* Inland, where the Keokuk lar, three or foar 
visits of iTrr>n»»b-piaoce were made to the wreck br Confedeiate 
ofikt,TM in :»niall buat^ Two of the^e were na^-al oflkers, and 
th<^' prr>nr>unced the reco^'err of the goik$ po^ivdv impog^ble.^ 
Rut after the vLnt paid the wreck on April 16th by L^tenant 
S. Corfl€» Boyiston, adjutant of the garrison at Fort Samter, 
ami another vwit, April 19ih, by Major D. R Harris^ Chief 
Engineer of the Department of Sooth Carolina, Georgia, and 
Florirla, ate|w were taken by Brigadier-General R. S. Riplev, 
er^mmanding the Fin?t Military' IHstrict, under in^ructions from 
Gf'ncTnl Beaur^rdy to organize a gai^ of mechanics with guard- 
liriat^ for making the liazardoas attempt. The following extract 
frr^m Major Harri.V.s rejiort, April 23d, will give the best in- 
formation concerning the Keokuk as she appeared wh^i he 
examiner] her: 

" Her turrets*, within four ami a half feet of their tops, had 
been p'erfecl by four 10-inch round shot and one 7-inch rifle 
fthot, and a wrought-in>n Brooke bolt had penetrated seven- 
eighth.s of its length and stuck in the plating. Several severe 
inrlentatioas were also observed, near which the plates were 
war|)ed and the lx»lts broken or started. The top of the smoke- 
stack (of sheet iron) was verj' much torn, and the bottom of it 
(of ^inlila^ striK'ture to the tun-ets) pierced by a 10-inch shot. 
The vf?»sel having sunk in thirteen feet of water prevented an 
examination of the lower jK)rtions of her turrets or of her hull, 
wliicli no doubt were scTved in like manner." 

Al^oiit this time the Northern public was reading the opinion 
of some letter-writer in the fleet, that all was going on very well 
and tliat the work of recovering any sj>oils from the wreck 
would l)e a fruitless task. The war-correspondent writes: 

' Ix'tter of Septemlier 10, 1869, from General Beaure^rd to the author. 
There waH some notice by the fleet of a visit in daylight to the wreck paid, it 
iH likely, hy C.'olonel Khett and Home of his officers, as apjiears from the follow- 
ing despatch, dale*! Fort Sumter, April 20, 1863: 

"C-AITAIN Nantf. : The Yankee fleet fired at our boat at the wreck 
Keokuk. ('<mfe<lerate steamer Chicora gleamed out near the wreck, and is 
exclutn^inK shots with fleet at long range. None of the fleet have crossed the 
bur. The Ironsides appears to be coming towanl our boat. 

" W. H. Peronneau, Captain," 
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" An eflFort was made last night to blow up the Keokuk by 
Captain Rodgers, Lieutenant Mackenzie, Chief-Engineer Robie, 
and Chief-Engineer Newell of this ship, but without success. 
She was found to be full of sand, and it was impossible at that 
time to put the magazine of jwwder below her deck to blow her 
up. This morning an effort was made to fix on the raft, with a 
torj^edo attached, to the bow of the Weehawken, but the sea was 
t(X) rough inside, and after breaking all the lashing repeatedly 
the effort was given up. To-night another attempt will be made 
to blow her up, and, as the weather is fair, it is likely to be suc- 
cessful. At all events, she is useless to the rebels. She is filled 
with sand, and will be broken up or buriwl after the first gale. 
The rebels cannot raise her, and she is covcrtnl by the guns of 
the blockading fleet, and will ever be Ixjyond their n»ach." 

Before operations could be Ijegun upon the wreck the com- 
manding officers were busied looking around and selecting the 
right kind of men for the undertaking. In the employ of the 
Ordnance Department was Adolphus W. LaCoste, a native 
civilian, a rigger by trade, who had been for a long time ren- 
dering invaluable service in mounting heavy guns and jierform- 
ing such-like duties. Afler long and spetnal conference, General 
Beauregard placed him in charge* of the work. All were agreed 
as to this selection, and even deferrcnl entirely to his judgment 
in deciding finally to make the attempt. They felt then, as the 
sequel proved, that he was indispensable to them. 

Together with A. W. IjaCoste a gang of picked men was 
organized, consisting of his brother, James C. LaCoste, Asa 
Butterfield, Jack Bakor and Pxlwin Watson, colored, Philip 
Petrina, Laurence Brionwitch, Thomas Loftus, James Dugan, 
Edward Garden, John Ganlen ; the following being added from 
the garrison of Fort Sumter : Sergeant D. H. Welch, ComiMiny 
E, Sergeant Chambers, Artifi(x?r John E. CuUum, Company B, 
Private Thomas Durkin, Company B, and a few others whose 
names have not been preserved. With these skilknl workmen 
it was necessary to combine a covering force, and Fort Sumter 
was called upon again to furnish an officer with a detachment in 
barges to facilitate escaj^ by gaining some little time with a 
show of resistance. 

5 
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The two turrets of the Keokuk, each armed with one Xl-inch 
Dahlgren gun, were of conical shape, having a lower diameter 
of twenty and an upper of fourteen feet. These were exposed 
at low water, but so little that no more than two and a half 
hours' labor on each night could be expected under the most 
favorable circumstances. The enterprise was thus conditioned 
and limited by the following necessities : viz. darkness, secrecy, 
quiet, short time, smooth water, and perpetual vigilance. Morris 
Island was then entirely held by the Confederates, and escajxj 
from the wreck would have to be by a rapid pull for the beach, 
al>out thirteen hundred yards distant. Outside the bar were 
strung the blockading gunboats and their protector, the New 
Ironsides : the nearest of them might he on her station two 
miles oflF, but there was nothing to prevent their crossing the 
bar by day or night, while small armed boats might make a 
dash upon the wreckers at any time and capture every one of 
them. Later, when the force of workmen was increased and 
more was at stake, one or both of the Confederate iron-clads 
took a covering position in the vicinity of the party. 

The first thing to be done "was to convey the workmen to 
the wreck with their tools, then push off and stand guard some 
distance out and do>vn the channel in the small boat or boats 
provided. The party was for many nights under Adjutant 
Boylston, but occasionally he would be relieved by Lieuten- 
ants Julius M. Rhett and K. Kemper of the same regiment. 
First South Carolina (r^ular) Artillery. 

With slippery footing on the tops or roofing of the turrets, 
constantly awash with the swell of the ocean breaking over 
them, their scant clothing kept wet with the salt spmy, and 
no light allowed them, the me(;hanics bend themselves to the 
work. The first turret is attacked with sledge and chisel, 
wrench and crowbar, for nothing less than the removal of a 
large section of the roof will satisfy them, sufficient to allow 
the lifting and free passage of a gun thirteen feet five inches 
long, nearly three feet in diameter at the breech, and weighing 
sixteen thousand pounds. 

Two thickneSvSes of inch or inch and a half iron, held up 
l>v girders of the same material set close together, and ceiled 
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on the under side with one thickness of iron plate^ constituted 
the first obstacles to be overcome. Besides the upper and lower 
plating, three of the heavy girders had to be cut through, each 
in two places, and removed. Then the gun, seen below on its 
carriage, mostly under water, could not be made ready for lift- 
ing until two massive cap-squares of brass confining it to the 
carriage were cut and wrenched out of placie. The elevating 
screw, removed from the cascal)el, gives place to a strong rope 
or hawser passed through the cascabel and wrapped around 
the l)reech of the gun with lashiugs sufficient to sling it to 
the hoisting tackle. 

LaCoste had all now in readiness for the crowning act. The 
gun had been prepared for him by the artificers, who lalx)red 
at first a whole week in cutting through the roof, and were fur- 
ther delayed by the difficulties encountered within the turret. 
Altogether, more than two weeks were consumed in cutting 
through both turrets and in getting the first gun ready to be 
hoisted out of its watery bed. The spirit of the brave fellows 
rose with the perils they were encountering and the success that 
had thus far rewarded them. On one night only were they dis- 
covered by the enemy and forced to hurry away from the wreck ; 
but ev^en then no unfavorable results followed, and it appeared 
probable that neither their earnest purpose nor their actual work 
for the recovery of the guns was suspected. The war-corre- 
sjiondent's confidence must have been shared by the whole fleet. 

Yet, while more hopeful than when they began, the wreckers 
knew that the most uncertain stage of their operations was to 
come. They knew that success meant nothing short of seeing 
those guns on their way to Charleston. But the hoisting out 
of their enormous masses from the turrets, — how was this to be 
accomplished? When the final preparations for the removal 
of the first gun were completed, a favorable night in the early 
part of May was chosen, and a carefully-planned expedition 
to the wreck set out from the city, stopping at Fort Sumter 
on its way down the harbor. 

An old but solid hulk, a lightship formerly in use at Rat- 
tlesnake Shoal, north of the harbor, was made ready for the 
hoisting and transporting of the guns to the city. From the 
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bow projected two outriggers of timber fourteen inches square 
and twenty feet long, arranged with blocks, stays,^ and tackle 
ready for the work, while, to suit the necessity of a lift from 
the low level of the submerged guns in the wreck, the bow 
was weighted down with fifteen hundred sandbags, destined 
to play, subsequently, a yet more important part in the exe- 
cution of the plan. 

Then it became necessary to provide more force and more 
protection than heretofore, for the crisis of the enterprise had 
at length arrived. The Navy Department was called on to 
furnish the valuable services of one or both of its two iron- 
clad gunboats — the Chieora, Captain J. R. Tucker, and the 
Palmetto State, Lieutenant-commanding John Rutledge — to take 
their station in the main channel and guard the working-party. 
This protection was increased by another detachment of fifty 
men from Fort Sumter, and the whole force, with the lightship, 
was then towed down to the wreck by the transport-steamer 
Etiwan, Captain W. T. McNelty, whose courage and faithful- 
ness in the nightly supplying of Morris Island and Fort 
Sumter became afterward so conspicuous. 

Secrecy and despatch were never more the requisites of success 
than at this juncture. The Union fleet lay outside, and even 
some of their small boats on picket-duty could be descried from 
the deck of the Etiwan. But so lulled into confidence were 
they that no interruption whatever occurred from this quarter. 
The background of the sandhills of Morris Island must have 
obscured and favored the movements of the Confederates. 

On reaching the wreck the hulk of the lightship was made 
fast to the nearly submerged turret, and then Ix^gan the earnest 
work of the night. Lieutenants Boylston and Rhett were there 
in command of the detail from their regiment, but they all ac- 
corded to LaCoste the directing of the delicate oj3erations, and 
vied with each other in encouraging their men to render him 
obedience with a good will and a pull all together. With the 
slinging of the gun safely effected came the order to hoist away, 
the men on the lightship responding cheerily, though with the 

' These were attached to a jury-mast stepped in place of the foremast of 
tlie lightship. 
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hush of caution, to their comrades waist-deep in water within 
the iron turret. The strain begins, the stout ropes tighten, the 
block slowly rises ; then the massive breech of tlie gun appears, 
inch by inch, above the level of tlie roofing, the muzzle yet 
hanging far down below it and splashed by the swell of sea- 
water. The same swell outjside the turret was making every- 
thing on board the hulk unsteady, save the earnest, lively pull 
of the men and the dauntless spirit of their leaders. Stick to it 
as they did, the task was a heavy one, the progress slow, the 
operation very delic»ate. 

The muzzle of the gun, as was said, was hanging down within 
the turret, while the heavy breecJi, hoisted out and clear, was at 
this stage swaying and swinging freely with the roll of the light- 
ship. Had the contrivance been higher above the water, the 
capacity of its l)locks and tackle would have been sufficient for 
all purposes ; but already the two blocks were nearly touching 
each other, and the falls could do no more toward pulling the 
muzzle free of the turret. There it sloped down to the water, 
grating and grinding upon the oilge of the iron roofing, but 
refusing to be dislodged by any further application of muscular 
strength. Equal to the emergency, IjaCoste was not to be 
thwarted, but, looking a moment to the bow of the hulk, 
weighted down with sandbags in order to reac^h the lowest 
level of the hoist, he resorteil to what he hoped would give 
him instant su(xx»ss. 

" Shift the do<»k-lc)ad, l)oys ! Handle thase sandbags ! Pass 
them to the stern !" were orders uttered with earn(»stness and 
obeye<l with alacrity. The men made fast their rope, and sprang 
to the bow, where t\w hajj^s of sand, pilal up by hundreds, awaited 
their removal. As they were taken off, the bow, heaving with 
the tide and IxK'oming more buoyant every minute, gradually 
resjHmdtKl to the light(»ning of its load and the lifting force now 
exerted by the weighting down of the opposite end of the boat. 
The gini is plainly rising : it is almost clear ; another minute 
and it promises to swing fnn? from the restraining edge of the 
Keokuk's turret. But no, not yet ! The last bag of sand has 
\}Qvn transferred from bow to stern, and human ingenuity can 
do no more. 
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How must those hardy men have felt as they paused from 
their work to consider again what could be done — some vexed 
to see their prize, so long toiled for, about to be snatched from 
their grasp ; others chilled with forebodings of failure and dis- 
heartened by disappointment until almost ready to give up all 
for lost ! Adding to the embarrassment of the enterprise, th^ 
first streaking of the eastern sky with the early dawn was now 
discovered. The Confwlerate gunboat was now coming in. The 
transi)ort Eti wan hailed to know if all was ready. Still the great 
gun was swaying in its sling from side to side, but with the tip 
of its long muzzle lodged upon the turret, as if resisting to the 
last its own capture by the enemy. 

Not a moment was to be lost. Who would give the order to 
cut loose the prize? Every one shrank from it. Yet what else 
remained to l>e done ? 

Suddenly, to their relief, there came at this instant a friendly 
wave from the ocean, swelling landward and lifting the hulk 
higher than before, lifting the spars and blocks, lifting the muzzle 
of the gun free from its detaining lodgment, and lifting the 
hearts of all those waiting men from the depths of painful sus- 
jxinse to joy and satisfaction. They could, give no cheers in 
such close proximity to the enemy, but loud murmurs of glad 
congratulation passed from one to another. Never did morning 
dawn upon lighter spirits as they saw themselves free at last to 
return to the city with their well-earned trophy. The cheers 
they had Ikh^u forctnl to suppress were presently given with a 
burst as thoy repli(H] to the garrison of Fort Sumter and the 
batteries of the harbor, cheering them as they passed in broad 
daylight on their way to the city. 

But little remains to ha told concerning the recovery of the 
Keokuk's guns. Practice makes perfect all the world over. In 
three nights more the second gun was made ready for hoisting ; 
the weather was favorable ; the same force of men and means 
of transiK)rtation were employed, and the same success, without 
anv delays or drawbacks, crowned their efforts. In the absence 
of Adolphus LaOxste, owing to severe sickness incurred from 
exposure, his brother James had entire charge of the gang on 
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this last occasion, while Lieutenant Kemper commanded the 
guardboats. 

The papers in Charleston announced on May 6th the complete 
recovery of the guns. And as the enterprise must have been 
entered uj)on soon after Major Harris's visit to the wreck on 
April 19th, an official date, it is fair to conclude that the work 
occupied about three weeks. Certainly it was well done, and 
deserves to be held in remembrance. At the time it was com- 
plimented with special mention in the reports of General Beau- 
r^ard and Brigadier-Grcneral Ripley. And it will be only a 
d^enerate race in future years that will let it be forgotten. 

In a short while after they were landed in Charleston the guns 
were again under transportation, this time to be used for the de- 
fense of the harbor which they had once been brought to attack. 
One was mounted on the walls of Fort Sumter at the eastern 
angle of the barbette battery, continuing there and firing thence 
until the night of the iron-clad attack, September lst-2d. This 
gun was subsequently brought back to the city and placed in 
Battery Ramsay at White Point Grarden, where it remained up 
to the evacuation. The other was mounted in Battery Bee, Sul- 
livan's Island, took part in the severe action of September 8th, 
and kept its place there to the last. They were the heaviest 
guns in the harbor, with the exception of two (English) Blakeley 
rifles that were of very little account because of the inferiority 
of their projectiles. These failed generally to take the grooves, 
and would tumble like nail-k(^, without ever attaining their 
proper range. 

By the skill, daring, and perseverance of a few dauntless men 
Charleston became jK)ssessed of two of the proudest and most 
formidable trophies of the war. They had been abandoned by 
the Union Navy, then pronounced irrecoverable by the Confed- 
erate Navy, but finally, with great risk and labor, they were 
raised and turned against their former owners. It is no wonder 
that Mr. Welles, the Secretary, should have closed one of his 
despatches to Rear- Admiral DuPont with these words : " The 
wreck and its important armament ought not to have been 
abandoned to the rebels, whose sleepless labors appear to have 
secured them a valuable prize." {Armored Vessels, p. 108.) 
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Ax Imperfect Blockade. 

Port of Charleston, S. C, April and May, 1863: 15 vessels 
entered, 21 cleared ; 10,003 bales of cotton exported. Total 
receipts customs = $138,520. 

Collector's Office, 1 W. F. CoLCOCK, 

Charleston, June 3, 1863. / Collector. 

{War Records, vol. xiv. p. 961.) 

Intercepted Signals. 

As early as April 9, 1863, signals from the flagship New Iron- 
sides were read by the Confederates on Morris Island. General 
Beauregard reported the discovery of a key to the Union signals 
in his despatch of April 13th to the War Department in Rich- 
mond. (War Records, vol. xiv.) The first advantage taken 
of the discovery was in preparation for the second assault 
of Wagner. (War Records, vol. xxviii. Pt. ii. p. 207.) It 
appears from the records that a despatch, probably from General 
Gill more to Brigadier-General Seymour, was read by Sergeant 
Millard of the C. S. Signal Corps on Sullivan's Island July 18, 
1863, and, l>eing forwarded to General Beauregard's head-quar- 
ters, it was at once understood as signifying that an assault on 
Battery Wagner was in actual preparation.^ Accordingly an 

' Sullivan's Island, July 18, 1863, 4.55 p. m. 
Captain W. F. Nance: 

The following niesnage has heen intercepted : 

"(tkneral S. : 

" Keep your infantry under arms ; the men must remain in line. The island 
is filled with slrajr^lers. Send a staff officer to hrigade commanders. How 
large i« vour supporting column V G , 

Millard, 
Sergeant Signal Corps. 

Sullivan's Island, July 18, 180a. 
CoLONEi. Rhktt: 

The following message has just been intercepted from the enemy, to wit : 

" An assault is ordered at dusk. Husband your ammunition, so as to deliver 
a rapid fire the last half hour. Turner." 

Lawrence M. Keitt. 
(Uepeated by Major O. Blanding to Caf>tain Nance.) 

( War IleroiiiA^ vol. xxviii. Pt. i. p. 454.) 
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order was sent immediately to Brigadier-General Ripley to ex- 
tend notice and have ''all practicable preparations made" to 
repel the assault. Colonel A. Rhett, commanding Fort Sumter, 
informed the author that he heard and responded to the intelli- 
gence by training some fifteen of his barbette guns and mortars 
on Morris Island, and that they opened promptly and effectively 
upon the assaulting column over the heads of the garrison in 
Wagner. 

Brigadier-Greneral W. B. Taliaferro, commanding the Confed- 
erate troops on Morris Island (July 18th), says that he has no 
recollection of having ever Ixien notified of this intercepted sig- 
nal.^ But it is highly pmbablc that he was, and that in the stir 
of preparation already begim at Wagner with the close of the 
day and the slackened bombardment such a notice seemed to 
him at the time scarcely necessary to put him on his guard. 

Again, the attack by troof^s in small boats on Cumming's 
Point, Morris Island, on the night of September 6, 1863, was 
made known beforehand to the Confederates by intercepted 
signals. 

So also the naval assault with small boats on Fort Sumter 
on the night of Sc»ptember 8th-9th was expected, by reason 
of the discovery of a signal from Dahlgren's flagship read 
and rejx)rted from the deck of the Chicora within Charleston 
harbor.* 

" The parts of a signal-book " washed ashore on Morris Island 
from the wreck of the Keokuk, and " picked up on the beach " 
April 8th by Colonel Graham ( War Records, vol. xiv. p. 890), 
had nothing to do with the discovery of the key. The signal- 
officer to whom this lK)ok was referred, T. Pinckney Ijowndes 
of Charleston, infi)rms the author that it was only a code for 
nautical pur]K>ses. The real discovery was made through the 
ingenuity of Captain Pliny Bryan, A. A. G., who, under orders 
from General Beauregard, obtained it by a ruse de guerre prac- 
tised successfully upon a prisoner who had been brought in from 
one of the enemy's advancHnl signal-stations on the coast. Cap- 
tain Brj'an was from Marj'land, an intelligent and zealous officer, 

» Phihcfelphin Times, November 11, 1882. 

• History of U^e Oonfeda-aU Navy, Scharf, p. 700. 
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who, after much active service, died in 1864. {Military Opera- 
Uons of Beauregard, vol. ii. p. 154.) 

There were constant difficulties and uncertainties in the read- 
ing of the Union despatches by the Confederate signal coips ; 
whidi fact oi)erated to lessen considerably the advantages of the 
discovery of the key. At Fort Sumter one of the signal corps, 
T. Pinckney Lowndes, was the first to read a message of the 
enemy, and the distinction cost him the arduous, as well as 
responsible, duty of watching for them without relief for three 
or four days and nights consecutively. 

Plans for Naval Torpedo Warfare. 

General Beauregard was anxious to arrange with the naval 
forces in Charleston harbor a night-attack upon the iron-clad 
squadron before it left the channel after the fight of the 7th of 
April. A oonfci-ence was held between Captain John R. Tucker, 
Lieutenant W. A. Webb, and himself on the 10th of April, and 
out of it grew a plan that was to have been tried on the night 
of the 12th, but which was defeated by the departure of the 
monitors that day. The plan was to collect "spar-torpedo 
rowboats "in the rear of Curaming's Point, Morris Island, to 
coast quietly along the front beach to a point nearest the enc*- 
ray's position, and then, making a dash, the boats should 
attack bv twos anv monitor or ironsides they could discover. 
The boats, fiftetMi in number, were made ready under Lieuten- 
ant W. H. Parker, but did not leave the harbor. 

As the exj)erinients made with these " spar-tor|XHlo row- 
lx)at.s" by Cajitain F. D. T^ee of the Engineers had l)een highly 
successful, it must have lx?en very disappointing to the ^i^»neral 
commanding to have delay prove fotal to his j)roje(^t. Again, 
the day after the monitors left another plan was urged by the 
general on Captain Tucker, this time to nm down and sink the 
New Ironsides by a combined attack of the Confederate iron- 
clads and the spar-torpedo boats. Whether anything came of 
this ])roject or not the reconls do not tell. So far as designs on 
the New Ironsides were concerned, nothing was done by the 
navy until Tiieiitenant W. T. GlasselPs gallant but ineffectual 
attempt in October following. (See Appendix B.) 
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But a flotilla of small boats was maintained for toq)6do 
service. First organized under Lieutenant William A. Webb, 
C. S. N., as a " special expedition " against the monitors before 
their arrival oflF the harbor, it p&ssed into the hands of Lieuten- 
ant W. G. Dozier, C. S. N. Under his command, boats for 
toqxxlo-service were kept ready all through the ensuing sum- 
mer, and should be remembered among the many defenses of 
the harbor of Charleston. 

It was out of this flotilla that material was gathered for an 
expedition with torpedo-boats against some of the monitors 
lying in North Edisto Entrance, near Ro<?kville, on Wadma- 
law Island. It was on May 10th that Captain W. H. Parker, 
G. S. N., having Lieutenant Glassell for second in command, 
took through Wappoo Cut into Stono, and down to Edisto, 
six small torpedo-boats. They were secretly and successfully 
placed in the best position from which to dash ujwn the moni- 
tors. Everything was in the most favorable train and condition 
when it was discovered that a deserter had made his way to the 
enemy's vessels and given them notice of their danger. Noth- 
ing remained to be done but to bring the boats back with secrecy 
to Charleston. And this was eflfiected with the co-operation 
of Brigadier-General J. Hagood, who, commanding in that 
district, furnished the expedition with wagons for the overland 
passage of .the boats from Edisto to Stono. (See Recolkdioiis 
of a Naval Officer, by Captain William Harwar Parker.) 



CHAPTER IV. 

DESCENT OF THE UNION ARMY ON MORRIS ISLAND-FIRST 

ASSAULT OF BACTERY WAGNER. 

April 12-JuIy 16, 1863. 

The Departing Monitors Saluted by Fort Sumteb — They Escape 
Attack prepared for them with Small Boats carrying Spar- 
torpedoes — Working-Parties engaged Day and Night filling 
Casemates on Sea-face of Fort Sumter with Sand excavated 
FROM THE Parade — Fortifications of Morris Island— Union 
Works secretly Constructed on Northern Extremity of Folly 
Island— Confederates Shell the Working-parties, June 10th, 
FROM Southern End of Morris Island— Reduction of General 
Beauregard's Troops around Charleston against his Earnest 
Remonstrance— Brigadier-General Gillmore and Rear-Ad- 
miral Dahix}ren assume Command of the Union Forces — Small 
Force of Artillery and Infantry on Morris Island under 
Colonel Graham— On July IOtii, Brigadier-General Strong, 
commanding a Column of 2000 Men, forces a Landing on the 
Southern End of Morris Island, after a Heavy combined Can- 
nonade (Land and Naval) for Several Hours— Confederates 
Abandon their Works with Ix)S9, and Fall back upon Batteries 
Wagner and Gregg— On the Same Day Union Troops demonstrate 
IN P^)rce on James Island and on the Savannah Railroad by 
Expedition up the Kdisto Rivku — On the Morning op July 11th 
AN Assault on BAriEiiv Wa{jnkr repilsed with Considerable 
Loss — The Confederatfs Entertain Plans of Rkpelling the 
Invaders, but upon Discussion in Council di-xjide to Maintain 
THE Defensive. 

The departure of the monitors was a subject of sincere re- 
joicing. As long as they kej>t their anchorage inside the bar 
the issue was felt to be undecided, for enough had been done 
by them on April 7th to create a ])rofound respect, however 
short of expectation the attack had fallen. As the squadn)n 
was seen to dejmrt on the 12th, Fort Sumter's garrison wjls 
turnetl out for dress-parade, the flags were all raised, and a 
76 
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salute of thirteen guns was fired in honor of the event. The 
defenders of Charleston harbor received a vote of thanks from 
the Legislature of South Carolina, then in session at Columbia. 

It had become well known in the fort that the injuries received 
m the late fight were neither great nor numerous. But it was 
feared that the " iron-clads " might attempt to run the gauntlet 
by night, or even by day, and so pass the guns they could not 
silence.* The defensive works of Sullivan's Island, and esjie- 
cially those of the inner harbor, were very far from having 
then the su[K»riority they attained in the next few months. 
Once past these, the squadron could inflict great injury on the 
citv and destrov some of its communications. 

Had two ikcts l^eiMi known at this time, the demonstrations 
of public joy would have been much greater. One of these 
was the "naval scare'' that it was possible to convey by a lib- 
eral exhibition of barrel-floats suggestive of tor[)edoes, obstruc- 
tions, and whcd'HotSy real or unreal, as the case might be. The 
other was the severity of the damage done to the vessels. It 
has l)een shown how the North was long denied full official 
information, and, as it happened, even the newspaper accounts 
could reach the South but slowly. When, at length, the truth 
began to be known, the feeling in Charleston harbor was ani- 

' Opinion of General Beanreprard in the PhHadelphi/i Weekly Timf»: 
** It is pertinent for me, professional ly, to remark that Iiad the Federal 
naval attack on Fort Sumter of the 7th of April, 1S()3, been made at night, 
while the fleet could have easily appn)aohed near enough to see the fort — 
a large, lofty objett covering several acres — the monitors, which were rela- 
tively so small and low on the water, could not have been seen from tlie fort. 
It would have been impossible, therefore, for the latter to have returned 
with any accuracy the fire of the fleet ; and this plan of attack could have 
been repeated every night until the walls of the fort should have crumbled 
under the enormous missiles which made holes two and a half feet deep in 
the walls and shattered the latter in an alanning manner. I could not then 
have repaired during the day the damages of the night, and I am confident 
now, as I was then, that Fort Sumter, if thus attacked, must have been dis- 
abled and silenceil in a few davs. Such a resiflt at that time would have 
been necessarily followed by the evacuation of Morris and Sullivan's Islands, 
and soon after of Charleston itself, for I had not yet had time to complete and 
arm the system of works, including James Island and the inner harlior, which 
enabled us six months later to bid defiance to Admiral Dahlgren's powerful 
fleet and Gillmore's strong land-forces.'* 
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mated enough, but the glow of it had departed with the first 
flush of victor}'. 

The work of making Sumter stronger was at once b^un. 
Where the wall of the sea-front had been cracked at some of 
the embrasures of the lower tier and penetrated at the upper-tier 
casemates, and especially at the broken parapet about the middle 
of the barbette battery, a heavy backing of sand, revetted with 
sandbags, was immediately supplied under direction of the as- 
sistant engineer in charge, Edwin J. White. The armament of 
the same battery was increased by the addition, the very night 
after the battle, of two 10-inch columbiads in substitution for 
two 9-inch Dahlgrens, removed to another face of the work. A 
heavy traverse of sandbags was in place on the same front by 
the morning of the 9th, and the tei-replein and arches over the 
magazines were strengthened by sandbags. To relieve the gar- 
rison of so much extra work large details of from one to two 
hundred men of the Forty-sixth Georgia volunteers were ordered 
to the post, and rendered valuable assistance in fatigue duty for 
several days and nights. 

Well-considered reports had by this time been made by the 
engineers as to the damages and the changes proposed for their 
repair. (See Appendix.) Major Wm. H. Echols reported a 
full account of the action, and accompanied it with a map and 
several drawings, among them elevations of the eastern and 
north-eastern fronts, showing all the shot-marks received in the 
attack. This was still further made clear by a figured key and 
description of the several marks. Major D. B. Harris, chief 
engineer of the Department, also reix)rted, both in conjunction 
with Major Echols and with Major-General Gustavus W. Smith, 
acting then on General Beauregard^s staff and visiting the fort 
for inspection. General Smith sent in a brief memorandum to 
department head-quarters stating, among other things, that *' the 
efficiency of the fort was not impaired by the recent bombard- 
ment ;^' which was strictly true, so far as the fire of the fort was 
concerned and its readiness to meet another attack the next day 
with heavier metal than it had already done. Major Harris 
r(K'ommondo<l the filling with sand of all the casemates on the 
sea-front, both upper and lower; and this was with great labor 
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effected. His advice that this filling should be extended also to 
the casemates of the north-eastern face was never carried out : 
sand was too precious and labor had to be economized ; the sequel 
proved it unnecessary. 

All parties agreed upon the importance of protecting the mag- 
azines, particularly from the reverse fire of the squadron directed 
on what might be called the diagonal lines of the fort. It was 
a(XM)r(lingly ordered that the upj)er magazines should be at once 
abandoned, so as to fill over the arches of the lower ones, and 
that these latter should be further protected by reinforcing walls 
of brick without, on the gorge, in continuation of the stone 
masonry already there, and within on the parade, where the 
ventilators were large and the walls were thinner than elsewhere. 
These important orders were executed within the next month, 
and their wisdom was entirely vindicated. 

But the greatest difficulty remained in the question how to 
strengthen the parapet and secure the most valuable guns of the 
fort, those en -barbette. Sand could do much for the casemates, 
but neither sand nor anything else could be put on the interior 
of the parapet without sacrificing the best guns. An experi- 
ment was made of suspending compressed bales of cotton, sat- 
urated with water, over the exterior of the parapet by ropes and 
eye-bolts let into the masonry. It was exjxjcted that a bale 
would be easily displaced by a shot, but there was hope that 
much of the severity of the blow would be relieved before the 
brickwork could he reached, and the displaced bales could then 
be easily renewed. The essay proved a failure ; for the cotton, 
rapidly drying in the ripped and exposed parts of the bale, 
caught fire from the blast of the guns fired over it.* The bales 
were all removed, and shortly after used for filling in the officers' 
quarters on the gorge, where, laid wet in sand, they did inval- 
uable service by their bulk and resistance. 

^ A better plan, suggested bv General Beauregard, but never carried out, 
would have been to use compressed bales of green moss {Tiilandsia nsneoides), 
the long, trailing moss so common on the coast of the South Atlantic. Gun- 
boats in running past the batteries of the "Western rivers, particularly at 
Vioksburg, found protection from hanging logs and even bales of wet hay 
over their sides, as chains also have often been employed for the same 
purpose. 
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Meanwhile, the greatest activity prevailed at the fort. The 
engineers kept a force of one hundred and thirty blacks, together 
with a gang of white mechanics and some details from the gar- 
rison, bu^ly employed in unloading materials and various works 
of construction. The particular duties of the garrison, however, 
were with their own offensive preparations. Tjae batteries, under 
the direction of their skilled artillerists, Brigadier-General Ripley 
and Colonel Rhett,were put in the finest condition, and arranged 
so as to deliver at eacrh jioint a fire of maximum efficiency. But 
except one of the Xl-inch guns recovered from the wreck of the 
Keokuk, Fort Sumter could not find, in all the Confederacy, any 
metal heavier than that used for its defense on the 7th of April. 

During this period the fort was frequently visited by officers 
on leave, by citizens, and even ladies, to see the scars of the late 
fight, or, in the midst of bustling preparations, to admire the 
regularity of the batteries and the perfection of the drill. But 
the area of the parade, so long kept in faultless order, was now 
quite broken up and tumbled with the pits and diggings of the 
working-parties or encumbered by plankways and wheelbarrows. 
From this parade, as from a treasury, was procured the sand 
used in filling the casemates and covering the magazines, until,' 
more than four feet of depth having l)oon excavated, it was 
found necessary to bring the material by night, bagged or loose, 
in flats towed from the citv. 

Before long twelve lower and thirteen upper casemates on the 
sea-front had been filled with sand, retained both outwardlv 
adjoining the scarp, and on the rear toward the interior of the 
fort, by a sloping revetement of sandbags coated with coal-tar. 
It will aid in appreciating the magnitude of tliis work to l>ear 
in mind that the casemates of the lower tier were arched cham- 
bers each ten feet ten inches high, and those of tlie upper tier 
much larger, being three feet higher. Brick masonr}' also was 
pressed at this time to complete the protection of the magazines 
on both the exterior of the gorge and on the side of the parade 
within the fort. A start was made with several courses of heavy 
timber to construct a grillage or crihwork, to be filled with 
stone l)alIiL'^t, on the b(Tme of the sea- front. Here, as on four 
sides of the fort, the enrockment at high-water miark afforded a 
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level base of ten feet for the erection of what would have heljKHl 
materially to protect the lower casemates, already closed and 
filled. But thi.s work was never raised higher than five feet 
along the bernie of the sea-front; then the timber, being ne(Hle<l, 
was removed for other and more important purposes within the 
fort. A heavy, (continuous battering from land-guns, such as 
the fort afterward suffered, would have made short work of the 
grillage; but no attack of such kind was then apprehended: 
preparations were made only against another attack from the 
armored vessels. 

The proximity of Morris Island could never have given any 
concern to the military board charged with the original planning 
of Fort Sumter. The principle then (1829) must have been — 
the fort commands the .island ; and even after the developments 
at Fort Pulaski^ in Gtxjrgia, in the spring of 1862, it must have 
bec»n hanl to entirely eradicate tiie principle from the minds of 
the old school. It was now alK)ut to be greatly modified, and, 
in the scc|uel, entirely reversed. 

Cumming's Point of Morris Island had for some time l)een 
occupied by a substantial sand-battery, designed as an outwork 
of Sumter, to protecrt its gorge from a fire coming from the main 
8hip-c»hannel, as well as from the land side of Morris Island and 
the. creeks l>etween Morris and James Islands. It carrieil two 
heavy guns of 9- and 10-inch calibre and some lighter ones. 
This work was " Battery Gregg." Its distance from Sumter 
was 1390 yanls. From this point the island, a mere strip of 
low siindy hillcK.'ks, continues flat, narrow, and oj)en to view for 
one half its entire length of nearly four nn'les. The southern 
half widens, and rises in sjmdhills of from thirty to forty feet 
al>ove tide. Within the range of Fort Sumter's guns, 2780 
yards distant, and locattnl immediately to command the nar- 
rowest part of the island, " Battery Wagner " extended across 
from one water's edge to the other, with a front of 250 yards, 
and was destined to play a prominent historical part gf its own 
as the principal advanced work of Fort Sumter. 

Originally selected by order of Brigadier-General R. S. 
Ripley, the site of this work was afterwanl shifted and its 

* Breached at a distance of 1650 yards a/ler twelve hours* Bring. 
6 
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dimensions greatly increased.* The occasion of this remodelling 
was the evacuation of Cole's Island by the Confederates in the 
spring of 1862, by order of Major-General J. C. Pemberton, 
then commanding the department. The opening of such a 
favorable base for the enemy to operate from in Stono, either 
against Morris Island or James Island, directly adjacent to 
Charleston, was warmly opjiosed by Brigadier-General Ripley, 
commanding the First Military District, and severely condemned 
by public opinion at the time. General Peml)erton, however, 
proceeded to order the enlargement of Battery Wagner on Morrb 
Island and the building of Battery Bee on Sullivan's Island, 
two of the most prominent works in the future defense of the 
harbor. 

" Batter)' Wagner," as it was always -known to the Confed- 
erates, came to be called by the Federals a " fort " after its repu- 
tation had been made by its stubboni resistance.* While its 
chief purj)ose was to keep an enemy approaching from the 8<^>uth- 
ern end of Morris Island beyond breach ing-distance of Fort 
Sumter, its cxjx)sure to a heavy naval fire on its left flank 
required its two fronts to be so planned as to protect each other. 
Additional imi)rovemcnts were onlered by General Beauregard. 
Two or three heavy guns were now placxxl on the channel side 
and from ten to twelve lighter ones on the land side. A well- 
protwtinl magazine, heavy traverses, and a lK)ml>proof thirty 
by one hundred and thirty fcH?t completed the defensive ar- 
rangements. The gorge was closed with a parapt»t for infan- 
try fire. Morris Island, thus covered by the guns of Sumter, 
Gregg, and Wagner as far to the southward as the middle 
Region of its extent, needed further i)rotection for its south- 
ern extremity. 

In abandoning ojKrations after the repulse of the 7th of April 

* From a point about a hundred yards in advance of this work the first hos- 
tile shots in the war had lxM?n fired at the steamer Star of the West, prevent- 
ing her from supplying Kort Sumter, January 9, 1801. 

'(ieneral Beaureganl, in reporting to Richmond, Septemher ."^O. 18G3, says: 
"Battery Wagner was not *a work of the most formidai)le kind,' hut an onli- 
nary field-work with thick parapets, hut with ditches of little depth." (ien- 
eral (Jillmore contendetl alwavs that it was " formidable," on aix^ount of its 
approaches as well as its plan and armament. 
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the Federals had continued to occupy and control, from Stono 
Inlet, the whole of Folly Island next south of Morris Island. 
A force of about 5000 men under Brigadier-General I. Vodges 
had constructed strong works upon it "at the south end and 
alx)ut two miles from the north end," and a military road ten 
miles long communicated with all parts of the island. The 
IKXsitioh was a strategic one of the highest importance. A naval 
force of two gunboats and a mortar-schooner, stationed in Stono 
Inlet and Folly River, co-operated directly with the brigade. 
The northern extremity of Folly, subject to being cut off by 
tidal overflow, became known as Little Folly Island. Here the 
Federal pickets watched the Confederates, separated by Light- 
house Inlet, some five hundred yards wide. 

As early as the lOth of Mardi, some weeks prior to the attack 
of the iron-clad squadron on Fort Sumter, General Beauregard 
onlered the southern end of Morris Island to be fortified. This 
was, therefore, before the occupation of Folly Island by the 
enemy. Brigadier-Cxeneral Ripley reminds the commanding 
ofliccr (May 24th) that although "there are now seven guns, 
of which four command the crossing at Lighthouse Inlet, they 
are all badly prepared for service." Thinking to improve the 
situation, Ripley acts for himself (June 1st), and puts Captain 
John C. Mitchel of the First South Carolina Artillery in charge 
of construction.' ' 

Some of the works were then completed, so that Mitchel 
opened on Folly Island on the 12th of June, and continued to 
fire in a desultory way while the Federals, making no reply, but 
working like Ix^avers, after the 14th of June were secretly con- 
stnicting batteries for forty-seven guns and mortars within less 
than a thousand yanls. General Gillmore testified : " For about 
a week the enemy kept up a brisk fire upon the place where we 
were working. The firing was principally from mortars, and 

* By this action the engineer in charge, Langdon Cheves, was disi^laced. 
His letter to the chief engineer resents the charges of dilatory preparation, 
and corrects the " inaccuracies and implications " of General Ripley's cor- 
respondence. (See letters of the chief engineer and Mr. Cheves in War 
Records, vol. xxviii. Pt. ii. pp. 178-180; also the chief engineer's mention 
of the labor question in Api)endix, ch. iv.) 
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was very accurate."' Colonel Davis adds: "It killed and 
wounded several men." 

It may w^ell be asked, A\Tiv was not this fire of the Confed- 
erates more vigorously maintained ? Only their confidence that 
nothing serious was meant by the Federals can account for the 
oversight, while it cannot excuse it. With lookout stations on 
the niins of the old lighthouse, Morris Island, on the masthead 
of a wreckwl blockade-runner, Ruby, off Lighthouse Inlet, and 
at StM'cssionvillc on Jamc»s Island, there was yet no discovery of 
these Fetleral works. So far from it, that Brigadier-Grcneral 
Ripley ro|H>rts, August 29th, that " up to the 8th or 9th of July 
the enemy, so far as a^'crtaincil, ha<l constructed no works on 
Little F(»lly, except to shelter his picket^ from our shells." This 
was a day or two only before the attack, and those thoroughly 
well-built batteries for forty-seven guns and mortars had been 
under ccjnstruction since the Hth of June without any discovery. 
The defensive batterit»s on Folly Island, two miles south of these, 
were known to the Confederates, being visible from Secession- 
ville. 

On the southern end of Morris Island were only eleven guns 
and mortars^ in detached batteries, with no connecting lines, but 
only rifle-pits to dispute the passage of the inlet and oppose the 
desf'cnt on the island. Some of the rifle-pits were advanced to 
cover Oyster Point on the right : most of them were behind the 
biittericts. 

But it was in respect of troops more than of anything else 
that the Confederates were deficient. The works mav not have 
been completed, but they had l>een maintaining a desultory fire 

* Oeneral VcKljj^es reports " that a dense copse- wood near the north end " 
afTonled cont'ealnicnt to the working-parties. Low sandliills also contributed 
to the same end. But it was chiefly to a ruse practist^i on the artillerists of 
Morris Island that the concealment was due. A bl(K*kade-running steamer 
grounded and l)ecame a wreck ofTtlie inlet. When General Vodges advanced 
a few field-giuis on the l)each to shell the wreck, tlie Confederate batteries 
drove them oH*, and thenceforward, their men being unmolested in plundering 
the cargo, the impression was c<mveyed to the Confederates that only a picket 
force was opiKw^fd to them. 

' Three 8-inch navy shell-guns, two 8-inch sea-coast howitzers, one rifleil 
'il-|K>under, one 30-iM)under Parrott rifle, one 12-pounder Whitworth, and 
three 10-inch sea-coast mortars. 
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for nearly four weeks, quite enough, as reported, to disturb the 
working-parties of the enemy. To explain tliis lack of infan- 
trj' sup[>orts in particular, it must be recorded that the forces 
under General Beauregard had been reduced by requisition of 
the War Department in Richmond, notwithstanding his protest, 
from a total, on the 7th of April, 1863, of 30,040 to a total, on 
the 10th of July, 1863, of 15,318. "Thus,'' he says, "on the 
10th of July, 1863, 1 had but 5861 men of all arms in the First 
Military District guarding the fortifications around Charles- 
ton." {Military Operations of General G. T. Bemiregardy vol. ii. 
p. 109). 

And in perfect acconl with the above is Brigadier-General 
Ripley's answer to the eighth question in the same volume (Ap- 
pendix to chapter xxxiii.): "My force of uifantry was, in all, 
2462 effective — 1184 on James Island, 612 on Morris Island, 
204 on Sullivan's Island, and 462 in Charleston." Against this 
depletion of his forces Greneral Beauregard had earnestly remon- 
strated, informing the authorities at Richmond in May, June, 
and July of the imminent risk of l)eing found unprepared for 
attack.^ Under date of June 1 5th he writes : " The garrison 
of no work in the harbor can be withdrawn or diminished, as 
they are all necessary links in the chain of defenses. Reduce 
the command on James Island, and the enemy may readily 
penetrate by such a eoup-de-Tnain as was attempted last year 
at the weakened point. James Island would then fall, and 

* ** I must res|>eotfully ask your attention to the paper herewith, marked A. 
exhibiting the force of uU arms that will be left me afler the execution of your 
onlcrs, and that in the department this time last year. 

*' You will perceive that I shall be left with 12,664 men of all arms less 
thnn at the sjime pcri(Kl hist year, and when the force of the enemy was less 
threatening in its |.>osition than now; that my infantry force for the sup- 
port of the lines around Charleston will be but 1547, whereas last year the 
infantry force for the wime duty was 6462, leaving the lines on James Island 
virtually without infantry support, and open to seizure and the inevitable fall 
of Charleston." ((t.T. Beauregard, May 11, 1863, to the Secretary of War.) 
This date was only two months prior to the descent of General Gillmore on 
Morris Island : the expostulation, a full and very earnest one, was in reply to 
Mr. Seddon's demand for 5000 more troops for the West, under the gross mis- 
apprehension that a re<luction of Union forces threatening Charleston had 
been made. (See War Heconhj vol. xiv page 931.) 
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despite our harbor defenses^ the city of Charleston would be 
thrown open to bombardment" {Military Operations^ vol. ii. 
page 109.) 

It will appear in the end that this view was entirely justi- 
fied. For not only was James Island menaced by the landing 
of 3800 men with a naval support at the time of the descent 
on Morris Island, but it is plain that if the column of 10,000 
effective Federals had been thrown upon the centre of the atten- 
uated lines of James Island with anything like the dash of the 
assaults on Morris Island, they would have pushed through to 
the shores of the inner harbor and compelled the surrender or 
evacuation of the city.* 

But to resume the train of events. It nui>t be noted what 
changes had, about this time, lx?en made in the Union forces. 
On the 12th of June, 1863, Brigadier-General Q. A. Gillmore 
relieved Major-General D. Hunter in the command of the 
Department of the South. On the 6th of July, 1863, Rear- 
Admiral John A. Dahlgren relieved Rear-Admiral Samuel F. 
DuPont. Thus a complete change in the command of the 
United States forces occurred within two or three months after 
the repulse of the iron-clad squadron. It has l)een mentioned 
that Brigadier-General Vodges occupied Folly Island, and, co- 
operating with him, the navy held Stono Inlet and River. 
This inlet, bv air-line from Charleston onlv ten miles, was bv 
water on the interior line sixteen miles, and by the exterior or 
sea-shore line nineteen miles, from the city. The Union com- 
mander decided to make this his base, and concentrated here 
a force of 10,000 infantry, 350 artillery, and 600 engineer 
troops, forming a total of nearly eleven thousand men, for a 
descent from Folly Island uix)n the southern end of Morris 
Island, with the design of advancing on Fort Sumter for its 
reduction, with the closest possible co-operation of the navy. 
The highest praise is due to the secrecy, despatch, and ability 

' See Military Operations of General Beauregard, vol. ii. page 114, report of 
September 18, 1864. Also Brigadier-General R. S. Ripley's replies to ques- 
tions, etc., ib.y vol. ii., Appendix to chapter xxxiii., particularly page 524, 
where he says : " I consider it fortunate, under all circumstances, that, situated 
OS we were, the enemy chose the Morris Island route.'' 
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which characterized all these preliminary movements.^ Against 
the detached and unfinishe<l works of the Confederates there were 
in place, by the 10th of July, forty-seven guns and mortars; 
nearly 2000 men of General G. C. Strong's brigade, with 1000 
more in reserve, ready in I)oats to cross the inlet ; four naval 
launches armed with howitzers to cover the landing ; and four 
monitors in the chaimel ready to take part as soon as the attack- 
ing batteries on Folly Island should be opened. Reinforce- 
ments were also in easy reach. 

The Confederat<} force on Morris Island at this time was dis- 
posed as follows : At the southern end were two cM)mpanies and 
a detachment of the First South Carolina Artillery (200 men) — 
Co. I, Captain John C. Mitchel, Lieutenants John S. Bee and 
J. Gu6rard Heyward ; Co. E, Captain J. Ravenel Macbeth, 
Lieutenants J. Julius Alston and K. KemiKjr, with Lieutenant 
H. W. Frost of Co. 11, supjwrted by alxmt 400 men of the 
Twenty-first South Carolina volunteers, Major G. W. Mclver 
(jommandiug, and by a detachment of fifty men from the First 
South Carolina lufantrj' under Captain Charles T. Haskell, Jr. 
— making a force at this point of less than 700 men. Battery 
Wagner was garrisoned by two artillery companies — Gist 
Guards, Captain C. E. Chichester cx)mmanding. Lieutenants 
R. C. Gilchrist, Theodore G. Boag, and A. C. Whitridge; 
Mathewes Artillery, Captain John Raven Mathewes, Ijieuten- 
ants S. Hall and Gillon. Battery Gregg was garrisoned by a 
company of the First South Carolina Artillery, Captain Henry 
R. I^esesne commanding. Lieutenant-Colonel J. A. Yatc»s, First 
South Carolina Artillery, was chief of artillery, and Colonel 
R. F. Graliam, of the Twenty-first South Carolina volunteers, 
was in (H^mmand of the island, the total force being 927 men. 

On James Island, the total force was 2906 ; on Sullivan's 
Island, 1158; in Charleston proper, 850 — thus making a total 
of all arms in and around the city of 5841. 

The LTnion batteries on Little Folly Island were reported 
ready for attack on the 6th of July, and ortlers were issued by 

' The preparing of these- nia.sked batteries was entrusted to Lienicnants 
Charles li. Siiter and P. 8. Miohie of the Engineers, and to Captain A. Mor- 
decai of the Ordnance Department. 
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Brigadier-General Gilloiore, commanding, to open fire and 
advance on the night of the 8th, barges being collected for the 
purpose ; but no attack was made at that time. It was on this 
night of the 8th-9th that Captain Charles T. Haskell, Jr., scout- 
ing from Morris Island in a small Ixmt, made discovery of the 
barges m(X)red in the creek back of Folly Island. Even this 
discovery faile<l to alarm the defenders of Morris Island, as it 
should have done; for Brigadier-General Ripley, as ah'eady 
mentioned, reportwl none but light defensive works across the 
inlet " up to the 8th or 9th of July." 

Another time set for the attack was the morning of the 9th, 
but bad weather and other unfavorable circumstances caused a 
second p(>stjK)nement. Some cutting away of brushwocxl from 
the front of the concealed works had already been heard bv the 
Confederates, but as there was no removal of the brush, the bat- 
teries continued to l)e undiscovered up to the last moment. 

On this day, however, the 9th, a division of troops, supported 
by gunlM)ats, Ix^gan the movements, demonstrating on James 
Island by way of the Stono River, and an exj)edition set out 
from Beaufort to cut the Savannah Railroad at the Edisto. Of 
these more will be said fartlior on. 

Soon after daybreak, about five o'clock, on the 10th day of 
July, a close, sultry mornintr, the batteries were finally unmasked 
and oj>e!i(Hl upon Morris Island. Some attack was looked for 
by the ConfiMlorates, but not such a furious and overwhelming 
caimonado as now began and continu(Hl for thnv hours. It was 
made with more than four times their numl)er of guns and troops. 
Forty-seven guns and mortars were afterward, in an hour's time, 
jointKl by <M'ght more guns of the heaviest calibre from the 
monitors, assisting with their formidable eross-fire. The land- 
attack was eomnianded by Brigadier-General T. Seymour. 

The reply of the Confcflerate batteries was not iinmcHliate, as 
they were taken much l>y surprise; nor was it eUlK'tive against 
such odds. Guns were disabled and casualties were verv fre- 
quent. The infantry supi>orts (K'cupicMl the main line of rifle- 
pits to the rear of the works, with only a ])ieket-<z:unr(l ;it Oyster 
Point. But when the tro(>ps of Strong's brigade ap}>car(Hl in 
boats eomintr from the cover of Follv Island into the inlet and 
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advancing on Morris Island, the Confederate batteries were put 
to better use than before, firing upon the flotilla and sinking a 
launch ; then the infantry, under Major G. W. Mclver, moved 
forward to meet the attack by occupying the advanced rifle-pits 
near the water. This was about seven o'clock. 

On came the boats, using their howitzers and aided by a fire 
from the left of the Folly Island lotteries specially directed by 
the officer in command, Lieutenant-Colonel R. H. Jackson, upon 
the infantry forming to dispute the landing. One division of 
the lx)ats, led by four companies of the Seventh Connecticut, 
under Lieutenant-Colonel D. C. Rodman, made gallantly for 
Oyster Point, and carried, after a short resistance, the rifle-pits 
in that vicinity. Another division, with the Sixth Connecticut, 
Colonel J. L. Chatfield commanding, kept on down the inlet to 
the south-eastern point of the island, where it landed under cover 
of high ground in perfect safety, as the Confederate guns could 
not be depressed sufficiently to Ixjar on the spot. (Lieutenant- 
Colonel L. Meeker's report.) With a charge from this point, 
and but little loss, the Sixth Connecticut captured the nearest 
batteries, while, converging toward the middle of the island, the 
other (the main) column, led by the Seventh Connecticut and 
comprising also the Forty-eighth New York, Ninth Maine, Third 
New Hampshire, and Seventy-sixth Pennsylvania, took battery 
after battery, and drove the infantry support out of their main 
line of rifle-pits in full retreat up the sandy length of the island 
towanl Fort Wagner. 

The Confederates fought their batteries as long as they could 
under Captain Mitchel and Captain Macbeth, the latter being 
woundcHl and captured ; but the extreme heat of the day, com- 
bined with the overpowering fire of the enemy's guns, told dis- 
astrously on the small force both of artillery and infantry, so 
that Colonel Graham cx)uld do nothing but give the order to 
retreat. 150 wounded or exhausteii men, with Captain Mac- 
l)eth and Lieutenants Bee and Guerard, were made prisoners, 
the total loss, killed, wounded, and missing, Ixjing reported by 
General Ripley at 294. Among the killed or mortally wounded 
were Captain Charles T. Haskell, Jr., Fii-st South Carolina In- 
fantry, Lieutenant John S. Bet», First South Carolina Artillery, 
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Lieutenant T. H. Dalrymple, Twenty-first South Carolina vol- 
unteers, and Assistant Engineer I^angilon Cheves.' The Union 
loss was 107, Captain L. H. Lent, of the Forty-eighth New 
York volunteers, being among the killed. 

The retreat of the Confederates over the heavy sand toward 
Fort Wagner, nearly three miles of toilsome effort under a broil- 
ing sun, was at length covered by that work and the arrival 
of st»ven companies from Lieutenant-Colonel P. H. Nelson's 
Seventh battalion of South Carolina volunteers,* under Major 
James H. Rion ; the retreat being followed up by the four 
monitors, close in to the beach, as far as Wagner itself. 

The part taken by the monitors in this day's operations was 
highly important. Rear-Admiral Dahlgren, having his flag 
on the Catskill, reports that they reached Wagner by 9.30 A. M., 
and that 534 shell and shrapnel were thrown ujkmi the island by 
their Xl-inch and XV-inch guns that day. The Folly Island 
batteries re|X)rted 2500, making a total of 3034 for the cannon- 
ade. The Catskill, flagship, was particularly noticed by the 

* Captain HaskelPwas one of several brothers who highly distinguished 
themselves in the war. His own services around Charleston harbor were 
active, gallant, and valuable. He fell in the ritle-pit while stinding and 
encouraging his men. His last words to a comrade (Captain James W. Owens, 
Twenty-first South Carolina vohmteers), to whom he extended his hand, were: 
'*Teli my mother that I died for her and my country." 

First Lieutenant John S. Bee had .share<l in Fort Sumter, on April 7th, the 
honors of that day. He fell in the discharge of duty well done, and few 
of]i(*ers were more missed or lamented. 

Langdon Cheves, whose intelligence and capabilities amply qualified him 
for the rank of captain of Engineers accorded him by courtesy, had become 
identified with the building and perfecting of Battery Wagner. Captain F. 
D. Lee applied for him as his assistant and always esteemed him very high- 
ly. Being on duty in Wagner, he had just been informed of the death of his 
nephew, Captain Haskell, and, though feeling it deeply, "he roused himself 
to action as the sound of approaching battle grew louder, and, stepping across 
the threshold of his door toward one of the magazines, he was stricken to 
death by a fragment of the first shell hurled at Fort Wagner." {Charleston 
Year-Bookj 1884-) Langdon Cheves was the son, and bore the name, of Judge 
Cheves, who was also a Speaker of the House in Congress from South 
Carolina. 

' Lieutenant-Colonel P. H. Nelson, of Sumter county, South Carolina, 
served gallantly through the war, until killed in a sortie before Petersbnr;;. 
Va., June 24, 1864. 
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artillerists of Wagner and Gr^g, haviDg been stmck sixty 
times, or, to quote, "severely handled, their 10-inch smooth- 
bores doing as the most harm, the rifles generally glancing 
or striking sideways." (Report of George W. Rodgers, com- 
mander.) 

Major-General Gillmore had now, by nine o'clock, gained 
with his troo|)s three- fourths of Morris Island, and after an 
engagement lasting three hours and a quarter the Federal 
trfK)ps had been pushed forward within range of Wagner. But, 
falling back, probably to their defensive line, some fourteen hun- 
dred yards distant, they sj>ent the night there, under orders to 
assault early next morning. The Confederates, reinforced after 
midnight by a fine body of Georgia tn)ops,* mad6 ready for 
them with a total force (at Wagner) of about one thousand 
infantry and two hundred artillerists. 

From the parai>et of Fort Sumter the attack had been clearly 
seen. The island being, for tlie most part, perfectly bare and 
open to tlie view, every stage of the oj)erations except the cn)ssing 
of the inlet had been watched with the keenest interest. When 
at length, alx>ut 10 a. m., a Federal flag raised on the Beacon- 
House, some 4000 yards distant, told of the euemy\s position, 
Colonel Ilhott ordered one of his favorite Brooke rifles to o|x^n 
from the south-eastern angle. Thus began the firing of the fort 
in ])r()tection of its ont]K)sts. It was continued for several days 
with two 7-in('li Brooke rifles and two 32-pounders rifled and 
bandcMl ;^ af'tcrwanl with rolumbiads and 10-ineh seacoast inor- 

* These were four companies each from the First Georgia regiment, (^)lonel 
('. II. Olmste.id, iind tlie Twelfth (Jeorgia bnttnlion, Lientenant-Colonel II. D. 
Capen*, and three companies from the "Savannali Vohmteer Guards," known 
as tlie Kighteenth (ieorgia liattalion, under Major W. S. Bjisinger, amounting 
to about ').'i4 men. The Seventh South Carolina battalion, under Major James 
II. liiou, nunilHjred about 800 men. 

Among the troops in the battle on Morris Island from Savannah were a 
portion of the Kii-st regiment (Jef)rgia volunteers — viz. German Volunteers, 
Captain Werner; Oglethorpe Light Infantry, C^)mpany B, Lieutenant James 
Lacklison; the Washington Volunteers, Capt.iin John Cooper; and the 
Tatnall (iuards, Captain A. C. Davenport. 

' The firing of these guns being very satisfactory for that time, the follow- 
ing particulars are subjoine<l : The rifled and bunded 32s luid l)een smooth- 
bores, taken from the casi'mate>< and transformed at K ison's workshops in the 
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tars by day and night for wt»eks, nntil the fort itself was under 
fire from the breach ing-batteries at an extreme range that defied 
all reply. Major-General Gillmore tt^stifies regarding this fire, 
parti(!ularly during the assaults of 11th and 18th of July, that it 
was l)oth "aeeurate and destructive.'* From Returns it is. esti- 
niatetl that over one thousand projectiles of all kinds were thus 
thrown by Foit Sumter upon Morris Island. 

At the dawn of day, July 11th, the first assault on Battery 
Wagner was made by the Union force. As witnesseil from the 
walls of Fort Sumter, it apjKiared short and sharp, lasting less 
than a half hour and ending in a (X)mplete repulse. The attack- 
ing column, (ronunanded by Brigadier-Crcneral G. C Strong, con- 
sistcnl of tr(K)ps from the Seventh Connecticut (four (rom panics), 
the Seventy-sixth Pennsylvania, and the Ninth Maine regiments, 
while two n»gimcnts from New Hami)shire formed the reserve. 
The Confederate pickets, alxnit one hundixnl and fifty strong, 
under Major James II. Rion, gave them several volleys before 
falling back to the battery.* 

city. They were mounted en harhettf. on the gorj^e, and fire<l lit 14° elevation 
with a ohnrge of 7J IbB., a 25^' hIicU, and an effective range of 4S00 yards. 
The 7-iiich Brooke rifles, nio(inte<l en Ixirheitfy one at the sotith-eastern angle, 
the other at the northern angle of the fort, therefore firing in reverse, were 
given 20° elevation, 15 lh«. of powder, 30'^ to 34'' shells, and were seen U) 
l)e effective at a range of 6160 yards, or three and a half miles. On the fifth 
day of firing the Brooke rifle at the south-eastern angle showetl a fracture in 
the hreech on the line of the ratchet-marks, hnt the handing held the ruined 
gim together. A shell from the other gim prematurely explode<l over the 
parade an<l kille<l one of the garrison on the eastern terreplein. A Federal 
drummer-lx>y, writing for the Philadflphia Times, rectirtls his reminiscences 
of the firing, as follows: 

"They had one harlwtte gun on the south-east corner of Fort Sumter 
whose range covered the whole island. Many were the imprecations given 
it hy the poor tired fellows whose rest would be rudely broken by a shell from 
that gtm bursting near or over them. But one night we saw it flash ; the shell 
exploded far short of the usual distance, and as none ever reached us again, 
we judge<l that the gun had burst.'' 

General W. W. II. Davis also testifies to the range of this rifle, saying that 
he saw a shell which had fallen within '*a half mile of the inlet." (See 
HiAlnry of One Hundred and Fourth PennKijtmnia Rerjiment,) 

* Brigadier-General T. Seymour re|H>rts that one chief cause of the failure 
of the assault was the driving in of the Omfeilerate pickets a whole hour 
before the advance was made. (See Appendix.) This can only be a mistake, 
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Then, in the lead, the men from Connecticut came on with 
a dash, headed by the intrepid Lieutenant-Colonel D. C. Rod- 
mau. Their place was on the right, advancing in column on 
the beach, while the other troops marched in line over the un- 
dulating sandy soil of the low island. Soon the front became 
narrowed almost to the beach itself by the marshy ground con- 
nected with the creek on the left. This gave to the Connecticut 
troops the prominence they took and maintained in the short 
attack, for they found themselves in front of the chief salient 
and left flanking curtain of the work. 

Here and toward the left centre had been placed the infantry 
from Georgia, Colonel C. H. Olmstead's command on parts of 
the sea-face and in the left flanking curtain, with Lieutenant 
R. C. Gilchrist at the guns ; Major W. S. Basinger's Savannah 
Volunteer Guards in the salient itself, with Lieutenant T. G. 
Boag over his artillery; while the Twenty-first South Caro- 
lina volunteers in the centre, the Twelfth Georgia, and the 
Seventh South Carolina battalion on the right, interspersed 
with artillerists under Captains Mitchel and Mathewes, com- 
pleted the disjwsitions made by Colonel Graham, the com- 
mander. 

There was not light enough yet for Major Basinger in the 
salient to distinguish the attacking troops until they had come 
within less than a hundred yards. He then gave the onler to 
fire. The riflemen of his command were thus the first to open 
fire and cheek the a^^sault with a compact, withering volley. 
Shortly after Tiioutenant Boag o[>ened with grape and canister 
from the salient, and then the fire of lx)th artillery and infan- 
try from all the ])arai>cts of Wagner hfraine general. Some 
of the Connecticut men ])ushed forwanl along the beach, pass- 
ing the salient and sea-faw, until confronted by the defenders 
of the extreme left. A few gained the parapet in this quarter 
of the fort, hiding afterward in the close gun-pits of the sea- 
face. From one of these a ]>arty of eight or ten was subse- 

for, thoujj:li the pickets did their psirt well, it is the testimony of Major Basin- 
ger and his mljiitnnt that not more than twenty minutes intervened between 
the first shot heanl by him in the salient and the order given by himself to 
open fire on the assaulting colunm. 
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quently taken, being captured there by Lieutenant G. D. Smith 
of the Eighteenth Georgia battalion.^ 

But the struggle was vain, for when the firing began the 
Pennsylvanians were ordered to lie down, and did not get into 
action in time to support their comrades in the advance. They 
attempted to assault on the centre and right of the battery, but 
this was done with little spirit, and only this futile effort was 
made to regain what was lost. Soon, with the advantage of 
daylight, the heavy fire of the defense cut off quite effectually 
all support from those who had croased the ditch and were 
clinging for protection to the exterior slope of the parapet. 
These could do no more than surrender when the demand was 
made on them.' The prisonei's numbered 130. The total of 
casualties and captures reported by Brigadier-General Strong for 
the two days, 10th and 11th of July, was 436, of which num- 
ber 330 were directly referred to the assault. The Seventh 
Connec*ticut lost 104 out of 196, its gallant leader, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Rodman, having been severely wounded. The Con- 
federates suffered small loss, only 12 casualties, mostly in the 
Eighteenth Georgia battalion, occupying the salient — a post of 

^ Colonel Olmstead related in an address delivered in 1879 the following 
incident of this period of the assault, and Lieutenant (afterward Major)* Gil- 
christ confirms it. Colonel Olmstead said: "One brave fellow I saw, how- 
ever, who had not the thought of yielding in him. Alone he reached the 
top of the paraj)et immediately in front of a 32-pounder double charged with 
graiHJ-shot. The officer in command (Lieutenant Gilchrist of South (Carolina, 
if my memory serves me), struck by his bearing, called to him to come in 
Iwfore the gun was fired. His only reply was to put his musket to his shoul- 
der, and a bullet whizze<l by Gilchrist's head. The explosion of the gun fol- 
lowed, and a blue mangled body, all that remained of a brave man and a good 
soldier, was hurled across the dit<rh." 

' Colonel Olmstead again furnishes a reminiscence, as follows: " Immediately 
after the action a singular instance of the ups and downs .nnd uncertainties 
of warfare was brought to our attention. Among the first troops to enter 
lort Pulaski at its capture in the previous year was the Seventh Connecticut 
regiment, then commanded by Colonel Alfred H. Terry (subsequently in^or- 
general.) Both officers and men had behaved toward us with great kindness 
during the few days that we remained at the fort after its capture, and we had 
become personally acquainted with them. Now, we were the victors, and 
among the prisoners brought in at our end of the line were many of our 
old friends of the Seventh C<mnecticut, who recognized and called us by 



name." 
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honor which could not have been more vigilantly or bravely 
defended. The First Georgia regiment lost Captain C. Wer- 
ner, and Lieut(»nant Frederick Tupper of the Eighteenth Geor- 
gia battalion was severely wounded.^ 

At other points distant from Morris Island two feints or 
demonstrations had be(»n planned by Major-Greneral Gillmore 
in combination with the real attack of the 10th of Jul v. One, 
upon James Island, he says, accomplished successfully its pur- 
l)ose. The other, designed to cut the Charleston and Savannah 
Railroad, operated from Beaufort up the South Edisto and sig- 
nallv failed. 

The demonstration on James Island was with Brigadier-Gen- 
eral A. H. Terry's command of al>out 3800 men, convoyed up 
the Stono bv a naval foR'c of six vtjssels under Commander G. 
B. Balch. This officer reported tr(K)ps landed on the 9th in the 
afternoon. Colonel C. H. Simonton, commanding on the island, 
reported their presence next day. On the 11th there was some 
firing Ix^twetMi the gunboats and the Confederate light batteries, 
followcHl in the afteriKX)n by an advance of General Terry's 
troops up to Grimball's Place. The command of the islandj 
with less than 3000 men, passed into the hands of Brigadier- 
General Johnson Hagood on the 12th, and he was reinforced 
by two regiments from Georgia under Brigadier-General A. H. 
Colquitt, and by the Eighth, Thirty-first, and Sixty-first regi- 
ments of Nortli Carolina volunteers, under Brigadier-General 
T. L. Clingman. 

On the morning of the 16th the Pawnee^ sloop of war and 
the Marl)lehead gunboat (4 guns) were driven from their an- 

' The Work pf an Old Shoe-heel. — The author has been told by Mr. 
Philip Ct. Ljinprloy, who was in the fi^ht, that when he was detailed from his 
command, the Twelfth Georpjia battalion, to burv the enemy's dead in front 
of the battery, a soldier, mortally wounded, asked him the strange question: 
" What have you been firing? Haven't you any powder and shot?" On being 
answered that there rould be no doubt of that, the man held up an old shoe- 
heel, saying, "This was fired at me with your canister, and this has killed 
me I" He had drawn it out of the wound, and he died soon after. 

* This particularly annoying, l>ccause ever-active vessel, was armed with 
eight IX-inch Dahlgrens ^smoothbore) and one Parrott rifle, 100-pounder, with 
another lighter gun (smoothbore), oO-jwunder. She was struck fifty times in 
this action, but onlv suflered four casualties. 
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chorage near Grimbairs by the sharp and accurate firing of two 
sections of field-guns from Blake's and Wheaton's (Chatham) 
batteries, put in position over night by Lieutenant-Colonel Del. 
Kemper. But in taking a new position lower down the river 
the vessels were able to render valuable assistance to Brigadier- 
General Terry, who had been at the same time attacked by Brig- 
adier-General Hagood with two columns of infantry and Parker's 
light battery, and forced back until the assistance came. Finding 
the enemy completely under cover of the gunboats, the Confede- 
rate troops were withdrawn again to Secession ville. The losses 
were — Union, 50; Confederate, 18. The Union troops were 
embarked that night, and left the island for other parts next 
morning.* 

The demonstration upon the Charleston and Savannah Kail- 
road was made on the 10th of July. A regiment of newly- 
enlisted coloreil troops, under Colonel T. W. Higginson, was 
scMit up the South Edisto to strike the railroad in the vicin- 
ity of Jacksonboro'. The exjxxlition, consisting of an armed 
steamer and two smaller l>oats, set out from Beaufort, ascended 
the river, and landed at Willtown, surprising in a fog the small 
force at that point, but failing to capture it. A delay of some 
hours there, for plundering purposes, cost them heavily ; for 
time was given, higher up the river, to collect a Confederate 
force; and, when the boats were within three miles of Jackson- 
boro', they were turned back and pursued by sections of flying 
artillery fn)m Parker's (Marion), from Walter's (Washington), 
and from Shulz's (Chesnut) batteries. The result was, that one 
of the smaller boats was crippled, set on fire, and abandoned, 
the others escaping to Beaufort. From the wreck two valuable 
field-pieces were saved and taken into the Confederate service. 

While these operations were in progress, General Beauregard 
had received reinforcements. He therefore held a consultation 
with his generals as to the feasibility of expelling the invaders 
from Morris Island. But the conclusion reached was, that " means 
of transportation were so limited as to render it impossible to 

' "(lenenil ftillmore afterward remarked to (general Terry tliat the niglit 
of our withdrawal fnini .James Tsland was to him the most anxioiiK one in 
his military experience." ( W. W. H. DavU.) 

7 
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throw sufficient reinforcements on the island in one night, and 
in time to allow the advance of our tn)op8 to the south end 
before daylight." {Military Operations, vol. ii. pp.115, 116.) 

The descent on Morris Islajul was thus a sucxjessfullv accom- 
plished fac^t. The Union troojw were (K-cupying nearly three 
miles of the southern part, leaving the Confederates to hold 
one mile of the northern part, with two strong fortifications, 
but with their communications with the citv seriously threat- 
ened and impaired. 

The defense cm the 10th of July was not so vigorous as it 
might have been, even allowing for the heavy (xlds against the 
Confederates. The fire of their eleven pieces, mostly of large 
calibre, did little or no execution. Some of the guns could 
not be depresseil to bear on the landings. It would have l)een 
better had the gunners not wearied themselves out fighting the 
Folly Island batteries for two hours, but had reserved their 
fire to be a)nccntrated on the boats as they advanced to land 
the tro()])s. General Gillmore remarks in his report that a few 
well-placed field-guns would have done l)etter. 

Nor was any stubborn resistance made from the rifle-pits 
by the small support of infantry, so overwhelmed was it by 
the batteries, the flanking fire from the monitors, and the charge 
of four times its own numl)or from the landing. The shattered 
and exhausted com])anies reachcnl Fort Wagner in a very disor- 
ganized condition, which laste<l late into the night. And if an 
jL^sault had be(;n made that evening the whole island might have 
fallen. The Union army certainly lost a great opportunity. 

About midnight fresh troops were brought from Charleston, 
particularly the Georgians, and a more determincHl spirit pre- 
vailed at once. The repulse inflicttMl on the enemy the next 
morning served to encourage the defenders of Morris Island' 
and to confirm the purj)ose of the commanding general to hold 
it as long as possible. 



CHAPTER V. 

THE SECOND ASSAULT OF BATTERY WAGNER.— FORT SUM- 
TER THREATENED. 

July i2>Au£ru8t 12, 1868. 

SiEOE-BaTTERIES CON8TKUCTED ON FiRST PARALLEL AOAI.V.ST WaONER — 

Brigadier-General Taliaferro commands the Confederates on 
Morris Island — Major Rion's Sortie on the Night of July 14th 
— Great Land and Naval Bombardment of Wagner, July 18th 
— Fire Ceases at Dark and Garrison called Out — Three Bri- 
gades OF Union Troops prepare for Assault under Brigadier- 
Genkral Seymour— Strong's Brigade, led by Shaw's Colored 
Regiment, gains the Parapet, but is Bfjiten Back in Great Dis- 
order—Putnam's Brigade, Delayed too Long, Gains and Holds 
A Salient of the Work, but is Forced to Retreat after Heavy 
Losses and Capture of Prisoners— The Union Troops finally 
Repulsed after a Struggle of nearly Three Hours — Confed- 
erate Losses— Construction of Breaching-Batteries against 
Fort Sumter begun July 23d at Unprecedented Range of 4200 
Yards- Exchange of Prisoners August 3d— Armament of Fort 
Sumter Reduced, by Removal of Twenty Guns, to a Total of 
Thirty-eight Guns and Two Mortails — Filling of Gorge-rooms 
with Wet Cotton-Bales and Sand — Sally-Port cut through 
Wi-STERN Wall and Wharf Constructed— Merix)ns and Trav- 
erses constructed on Ramparts- Exterior of Gorge protect- 
ed with Sandbags brought from the City — Magazines made 
Safe— Two Captures by the Harbor Flotilla. 

Immediately after the failure in front of Battery Wagner 
steps were taken by the Union commander, Brigaclier-Greneral 
Q. A. Gillmore, to construct batteries against it, so as to shake 
it violently before another assault. These works, four in num- 
ber, mounting twenty-seven rifle guns, 10-, 20-, and 30-pound- 
ers, and fourteen mortars, were begun on the night of July 12th 
by Major T. B. Brooks, A. D. C. and assistant engineer. They 
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were located on what he termed the first parallel/ and they 
varied in distance from 1330 to 1920 yards. 

But it does not appear that any thought of the necessity of 
besieging Wagner by regular approaches entered the mind of the 
Union commander at this early date. These forty-one or two gun^ 
and mortars, supj^rted by the heavy flanking fire of the armored 
vessels, were relied on to demoralize the garrison and ensure an 
easy capture of the fort. So resjKX.*table, if not formidable, ha<l 
this seaside resort of the Confederates l)e(H)me that henceforward 
it was to (X'cupy a very conspicuous j)lace in the military ojhv 
rations l>cfore Charleston.* Yet the se(|uel proved that Fort 
Sumter could have l)een demolished and the city annoyed by 
long-range rifle-guns without the digging of a single trench 
or the firing of a single gun against Wagner, or jwrhaps the 
sacrifice of a single life l)efore its impregnable ramparts. [Hve 
"Strategic Value of Morris Island," Appendix E.) 

Colonel R. T. Graham, who had commanded the ConftHle- 
rate troops on the island during the engagements of the lOtli 
and 11th, was relieved on the morning of July 14th by Briga- 
dier-General William B. Taliaferro. This officer, a native of 
Virginia, having served with "Stonewall" Jackson in some 
of his most active and brilliant campaigns, reports! for duty in 
the department, and was assigned first to the District of Geor- 
gia, March 6, 1863. Some time after May he a])])ears to have 
l)een transferred, at his own recjuest, to the Fii-st Military Dis- 
trict of South Carolina, and continual in its organization to 
render most valuable service for ncarlv two vears. 

In order to inspirit the garrison and feel the enemy, who 
occupied rifle-])its about three-fourths of a mile from Wagner, 
the order was issued by General Taliaferro on the night of his 
arrival to organize a sortie, and the command of it was given 
to Major James H. Rion, Seventh battalion South Carolina.' 

* But it was not ro called by General Gillinore until after July 18th. 

* "This was one of the strongest earthworks ever built, and gave evidence 
of the liighest order of engineering ability." (Brigadier-General W. \V. II. 
Davis, U. S. Vols.. "Annals of the War," Philadelphia Time», JSm.) 

'No mention of this bold sortie appears in the "Confederate Defense of 
Morris Island," Charleston Year-Book, ISSIf. Major Kion servetl the Stale 
with distinction in war and in peace. He died in 1880. 



TflE SECOND ASSAULT OP BATTERY WAGNER lOl 

With (letachments from the Fifty-first North Caroh'na and 
Twentieth South Carolina raiments, also from the Twelfth 
and Eighteenth Georgia battalions and his own command, in 
all one hundred and fifty men, Major Rion pushed forward 
about midnight, and encountered first the pickets, then a heavy 
fire from the troops in the entrenched line, which seemed to be 
destructive to some of their own men in the act of retreating. 
Prisoners taken gave information of the new works in progress, 
and, the object Ix^ng attained, Major Rion withdrew, having 
lost 11 wounded (1 mortally) and 3 missing. He c»stiniated 
the Union loss at upwanl of 40. The Confeilerate rifle-pits 
on "the ridge" two hundred yards in advance of Wagner 
were then re<K*cupicHl. 

While the batteries for the new attack were under construc- 
tion the monitors and giuiboats of the fleet furnished a daily 
supply of about three hundretl shot and shell to the Confed- 
enites on Morris Island. But the casualties were very few, 
and the injuries to the works no greater than could l>e easily 
re]>aired by the working-parties every night. 

At length came the 18th day of July, made memorable by 
a land and naval l)ombardment of uncommon severity, last- 
ing eleven hours, and followed by the second assault of Wag- 
ner. This was bravely made, but stublx)rnly resisted, and it 
ended in a blcxKly and disastrous repulse of the Union forces. 

General Taliaferro had under his conmiand at this time on 
the northern end of Morris Island about thirteen hundred 
men. The garrison of Wagner consisted of the following 
infantry: the Charleston battalion, Tiieutenant-Colonel P. C. 
Gaillanl, assigncHl to the right ; the Fifty-first North Carolina, 
Colonel H. McKethan, jK»st<Kl at the centre; the Thirty-first 
North C-arolina, Lieutenant-Colonel Charles W. Knight, as- 
signed to the defense of the left of the work. The artillery 
companies of Captains W. T. Tatom and Warren Adams, First 
South Carolina Infantr}', of Captains J. T. Buckner and W. J. 
Dixon of the Sixty-third Grtx)rgia (heavy artiller\'), and of Caj)- 
tain William L. De Pass (light batter^'), were all under com- 
mand of Lieutenant-Colonel J. C. Simkins, chief of artillery. 
Two field-howitzers on the extreme left were in charge of 
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Lieutenant T. D. Waties of the First South Carolina Artillery 
(regulars). 

In the forenoon, while the Union batteries were making 
ready after the delay caused by a drenching rain the night 
before, there was preliminary practice with the mortars, get- 
ting the range of Battery Wagner. From 9 A. M. five gun- 
boats shelled the fort, but by noon the entire fleet of armored 
vessels and wooden gunboats began to move up and take posi- 
tion for their day's work. Soon after midday all the land and 
naval guns opened together, maintaining a fire of the utmost 
violence for eight hours upon the little fort. Rear-Admiral 
Dahlgren, having his flag on the monitor Montauk, wa.s accom- 
panied by the New Ironsides and four monitors, besides the 
gunboats on the station, five in number. These latter used 
their pivot rifle-guns with good effect at long range. The 
Union fire, land and naval combined, must have been from 
sixty-four guns and mortars actually engaged. These were 
opposed by the Confederate guns from Wagner, Gregg, Sum- 
ter, Moultrie, and the works on James Island, some thirty odd, 
making on both sides a total of about one hundred guns of the 
heaviest calibre, firing almost incessantly for eight hours. A 
dense cloud of smoke hung over the fort, the batteries, and 
the ships of war, while the deafening roar of heavy ordnance 
seemed to \)e unbroken through all the lengthened time. The 
tide serving al)out 4 P. M., tlie iron-clad squadron closed in with 
the redoubtable little work "to about three hundred yards, which 
silenoeKl it so that, for this day, not a shot was fired afterward 
at the vessels nor was a man to be seen about it." Its two guns 
on the sea-face were dismounted by the heavy fire after some 
re])ly. 

The troops of the garrison were carefully disposed by the 
commanding general, so as to suffer no more than twenty-eight 
(^sualties during the day. The detachments of artillery occu- 
pied the several gun-pits or places, deriving some shelter from 
the traverses, parapets, and merlons around them. 



"The infantry, except the Charleston battalion, and the artillery, 
except the gun detachments, were placed shortly after the shelling 
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commenced under ci>ver of the bombproofs. The firat-named battalion, 
with a heroic intrepidity never tturpassed, animated by the splendid ex- 
ample of their field-otficers, Lieutenant-Colonel P. C. Gaillard and Major 
David Ramsay, had no protection except Huch as the parapet afforde<i 
them, yet maintained their [MMition without flinching during the entire 
day Ah night approached the increased severity of the bombard- 
ment plainly indicated that an assault would be made, and orders were 
issued to the command to prepare to man the ramparts." (Report of 
Brigadier-General Taliaferro.) * 

A little after Hunset the thunder of the bombardment ceased, 
and when the hdl came with the departing]; day everything was 
made ready for the appn caching stniggle. Then appeared the 
wisdom of many of the defensive precautions taken by both 
the artillerists and the engineers of the post. The chief engi- 
neer of the department, Lieutenant-Colonel ]). B. Harris, had 
come down from the city in a small boat to Cumming's Point, 
and made his way under the jwrilous fire to the little fort at the 
very height of the bombardment. Ilis cool demeanor, earnest 
spirit, and sagacious judgment impressed and encouraged all 
who came into his comjiany, and contributed gR^atly to the 
final result, which he remained to see. Xot onlv had the mass- 
ive earthwork proved the thoroughness of its plan and con- 
struction by its wonderful endurance, but the batteries had 
been so well i)rotected on all the faces of the work as to admit 
of their Ix'ing put in immediate condition and readiness for 
action. This was due to some thoughtful and energetic meas- 
urers adopted during the day, such as stopping the embrasures 
with sandbags, and even covering up many of the lighter guns 
on the land side with the same, so as to preserve them from in- 
jur}- until they should be wanted. Most of all, the care taken 
to preserve the magazine from clanger w^as now about to he 
proved and rewarded. All the troops, with the exception of 

' The rear-admiral received a signal from Greneral Gillmore in the after- 
noon infonning him that the assault would be made at twilight. This signal 
was rend bv the Confederates and communicated to General Beauregard, but 
whether it wok communicated to Cieneral Taliaferro or not is uncertain, as he 
testifies to having no recollection of having received it. It was hardly neces- 
sary to l)e more nssurod of the coming event than he had already l)cen by the 
warning tire he hud received. 
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the command, took tlieir places at the guns and along the 
])arapet and awaited the signal of battle. 

So far from finding the garrison unpreiiared for assault, 
General Gillniore rei>ort.s that as the head of his column left 
the line of his batteries the guns in Wagner, Gregg, and Sum- 
tor, and also those on James and Sullivan's Islands, oj)ened 
upon it rapidly and simultaneoasly. This was at 7.45 P. M., 
when the advancing Federals were first seen from Wagner. 

The brigade of G. C. Strong, headed by the Fitty-fourth 
Massachusetts (colored) raiment, under Colonel Rolx»rt G. 
Shaw, led the assault. Another " made-up " brigade, imder 
Colonel H. S. Putnam, followed in supiK)rting distance, and 
Stevenson's brigade was held in reserve; the whole force, 
about 6000 strong, being commande<l by Brigadier-General 
Truman Seymour.' 

Shaw's colore*! regiment of six hundreil men came forward 
on the "double quick," but, breaking at the ditch of Wagner 
under the withering fire, and leaving some brave comrades 
with their dashing colonel dead on the para|>et, it nished like 
a crowd of maniacs back t4) tlie rear. The other troops of 
Strong's brigade, caught in the narrow part of the island by 
these desperate fugitives, were thrown into great disonler. The 
Ninth Maine and the Seventy-sixth Pennsylvania regiments were 
affected by the panic, and soon General Strong found that he 
had only the Sixth Connecticut and the Forty-eighth New York 
regiments left to do any figliting for him. Fragments of these 

* "The division was acconHngly fornie<i on the beach and moved to the 
front. It consisted of three fine brigades. The first, nnder Brigadier-CTeneral 
Strong, was composed of the Forty-eiglith New York (Colonel W. B. Barton), 
Seventy-sixth Pennsylvania (Captain J. S. Liltell), Thinl New Hampshire 
(Colonel J. II. Jackson), Sixth Connecticut (Colonel Chatfield), Ninth Maine 
(Colonel S. Emery), and, temporarily, the Fifty-fonrth Massachusetts (C<>1- 
onel Shaw). The second brigade, under Colonel H S. Putnam, Seventh 
New Hampshire, consisttnl of the Seventh New Hampshire f Lieut* nant-Col- 
onel J. C. AblK)tt), One Hundredth New York (Colonel (m. B. Dandy), Sixty- 
second Ohio (Colonel F. B. Pond), and Sixty-seventh Ohio (Colonel Alvin 
C. Voris). The third brigade was commanded by Briga<lier-Oeneral T. G. 
Stevens<^n, and c<msisted of four excellent regiments." (Kepo t of Brigadier- 
General Seymour.) These troojw were from the Tenth and Thirteenth army 
corjw. 
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commands bravely strugglcil on the 8loj)e and parapet of the 
fort, vainly striving to get within, but the brigade was broken, 
while General Seymour was pressing Colonel Putnam to move 
up to the supj)ort with his command. The latter contended that 
he had l)et»n ordered directly from the cf)mmanding general to 
remain where he was, but after some embarrassing delay he did 
advance. 

By this time General Strong and Colonel Chatfield of the 
Sixth Connecticut had fallen mortally wounded, battling with 
their brave men close up to the enemy. Putnam's brigade 
charged gallantly, and some of his men, al>out one hundred, 
with himself for their leader, t<M)k [)oKsession of the south-east- 
ern salient of the fort, a bastion-like shelter. (Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Seymour's report, agrwing with Perttorme in the CluirlesUm 
Courier,) Here should have lx»en the Thirty-first North Caro- 
lina from the In^ginning of the attack ; but instead of \mng 
nuuined by the troo[>s assigned for its defense, the place was 
left unprotected, all efforts to get the men out of the bomb- 
proof having proved unavailing.* Heavily traversed on three 
sid(»s, this salient aff<)rded secure IcKlgment for a time. General 
Seymour reports : " Strong efforts were made by the enemy to 
drive our brave fellows out, but unsuccessfully, and rebel offi- 
cers and men were captured and sent to the rear.' For more 
than an hour this position was maintaimnl by Colonel Putnam, 
assisted by Colonel Dandy, One Hundredth New York, Major 
Tj. Butler, Sixty-seventh Ohio, W. B. Coon, Forty-eighth New 
York, Captain D. Klein, Sixth Connecticut, and a number of 
other ver^' bmv(» and devoted officers." Here Colonel Putnam 
was shot dead on the para|K»t. Before this, while the Second bri- 
gade was moving up to the assault, Brigadier-Goneral Seymour 
was severely wounded by a grajie-shot, and was obliged to leave 
the field. He had already sent orders for Stevenson's brigade 
to advance to the support of Putnam, and he repeated the order 
before he was borne to the rear. But Stevenson never moved : 

* This regiment distinguished itself the next year in Virginia hv gallant 
conduct on the field of battle. 

' Only Lieutenant James Campbell of the Charleston battalion and a few 
privates. 
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Putnam's brigade, like StrongV, was broken ; and the command- 
ing general s<M)n after gave up the struggle, without apparently 
making any use of the Third brigade. 

The Federals in the salient were now cut off from all suj)- 
ix)rt, but they defended themselvc»s well against terrible (xlds. 
In one of the unsuccessful attacks made on tliem Captain 
W. H. Rvan of the Charleston battalion was killed. But 
finally they yieldcMl to a sharp fire maintained by the Fifty-first 
North Carolina, and jiarticularly to a flanking attack by a por- 
tion of the Thirty-stvond Georgia, which under Brigadier- 
General J. Hagoinl had arrived during the action and been 
" sent along the parajwt to the left and on the top of the mag- 
azine to approach their rear." (For Brigadier-General Talia- 
fern>'s report, s(h» Ap|KMidix.)* 

The fight lasttnl with varying and declining violence for 
nearly three hours. The Union loss was verv severe, and it 
18 diflBcult to arrive at an exact statement of it. General Gill- 
more does not give it in his report of operations, but on the 
authority of Rear- Admiral Dahlgren {Memoirs, page 419) he 
spoke of it as having l>een not k»ss than 1500. The loss in 
Colonel Shaw's regiment was officially re[K>rted to have been 
262 out of 624 ; that of the Seventh New Ham]>shire to have 
l)een 218. From a coni])arison of all accounts, it seems fair to 
estimate the t('tal loss at nearly 2000 killcMl, wounded, and cap- 
tured. Amon^ the killed were Colonels R. (i. Shaw and H. 
S. Putnam, with Li(Mitenant-CoI()nel (ircHMi; Brigjidier-General 
G. C. Strong and Colonel J. L. Chatfield were mortally wound- 
ed ; and Brigadier-Cieneral T. Seymour, Colonels W. B. Barton, 
A. C. Voris, J. H. Jackson, and S. Emery were among the 
wounded. I^ieutenant-Colonel Bedell, Third New Hampshire, 
and Major Filler, Fifty-fifth Pennsylvania, were among the 
prisoners. 

* Among the incidents of the day, "the commandin£f peiieral himself wa«* 
burie<l knee-deep in 8;md" (by the exph>sion of a shell) "and dug out with 
spades." About 10 a. m., when the garrison flag had Ikhmi carried away by a shot, 
it was gallantly replare<l by Major David Kainsay, Sergeant William Shelton, 
and Private John Flynn of the ( -harleston battalion ; again, by Captain Robert 
Barnwell of the iMmineers. and Lieutenant \V. K. Ktvldick, Sixty-third (leorgia. 
Later, it wa.s replaced by Private A. (Jilliland of iho Charleston battalion. 
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The Confederate Ws amounted to 174 killed and wounded. 
Among the former were Ijieutenant-Colonel J. C. Simkins and 
Captain W. T. Tatom, First Soutli Carolina Infantry ; also Cap- 
tain W. H. Ryan of the Chark»8ton battalion and Lieutenant G. 
W. Thompson of the Fifty-first Nortli Carolina. Major David 
Ramsav, Charleston battalion, was mortallv wounded.* 

Twit*e foiled in his attempts to get possession of Battery Wag- 
ner, the Union commander changed his plans in two leading 
particulars. Batter}' Wagner was now to be besieged by regu- 
lar approaches, and Fort Sumter was to be demolished from 
ground already in his |30ssession. The heavy Parrott rifle- 
guns, 100,- 200,- and 300-|>ounders, which had been brought 
to Morris Island for this purpose, might, in fact, have been 
put in position a fortnight earlier than they were, and both 
of those disastrous assaults on Wagner avoided. The range 

* The present writer claims to have sought accuracy, but for both accuracy 
and fullness of particulars he must refer the reader to a contribution in the 
Philadelphia Weekly Times, April 18, 1885. The author, Major-deneral 
Sam. Jones, once in command of the Department of South Carolina, Geor- 
gia, and Florida, has taken the greatest pains to give all the particulars, 
and his history of oi)eration8 before Charleston, related in this and other 
issues of the same journal, is of permanent value to the whole country. 

Lieutenant-Colonel John C. Simkins, a native of Edgefield county. South 
Carolina, while quite a youth, enlisted for the Mexican War as private in the 
Palmetto regiment. Obtaining soon after a commission as first lieutenant in 
the newly-raised regiments of regulars, U. S. army, he was twice wounded and 
then made captain by brevet. Leaving the service after the war, he returned 
to farming in Edgefield. On the outbreak of the Confederate War he was 
commissioned captain in the First regiment of infantry (regulars) of South 
Carolina. In this command he served mostly on Sullivan's Island, being 
promoted to the rank of lieutenant-colonel of his regiment. 

Captain William H. Ryan, a native of Charleston, held the rank of first 
lieutenant in the Irish Volunteers before his company was united with the 
Charleston battalion. 

Captain William T. Tatom, a native of Abbeville county. South Carolina, 
received a military education in Georgia. 

Major David Kamsay of Charleston died of his wound August 4th. A 
graduate of the Charleston College, he completed iiis studies with a course 
of two years in Germany, and, returning to his native city, entered upon the 
practice of law. II« was not quite thirty-three years of age at the time of 
his death, being a grandson of Dr. Ramsay, the historian of South Carolina, 
and on his mother's side a great-grandson of t)ie eminent patriot and states- 
man, Henry Laurens. 
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of those large Parrott rifles was something unprecedented in 
warfare, l)eing from 4000 to 8000 yards, and that secured the 
demolition of Sumter without any resj)ect to Wagner. 

It has been already tx)ld how Fort Sumter rendered valuable 
assistance to its gallant outposts on Morris Island. Scarcely 
had the advance of the assaulting column lx»en des(Tied on the 
ojxjuing of the 18th, when the barbette battery of Fort Sumter, 
with two mortars firing from the parade, o|)ened effectively on 
the approaches to Wagner, and in particular on the ground 
where the reserves were stationed. Through ^he dei»pening 
shadows of the twilight the garri^^)n wat(4ied the onset, the 
struggle, the final rcpulst*. The rattle of musketry and the 
dull reports of the siege-howitzers could be plainly heard ; so 
also, at times, even the cheering of the f(x?men, while the con- 
stant sparkling and flashing of the small-arms lookwl like an 
electric chain or a pyrotechnic display. The news of the re- 
pulse was received at the fort before midnight. 

In a few days after the fight the glasses of the officers could 
make out, from the ramparts of Fort Sumter, the new works 
pressed raj)idly to completion by the Fcnlerals for the mount- 
ing of their bn^iiching artillery specially intendwl for its reduc- 
tion. These works s(H^mo<l far in advance of Wagner. In fact, 
the first work, l>egun July 23d, next to the marsh and to the 
rear of the first parallel, was at a distance of 4200 yanls from 
Sumter. Others quickly foll(>wo<l, and the frc^sli sand in yellow 
heaps would tell what preparations were making for reneweil 
attar'k. 

One of the most important changes going on at the foii: at 
this time was in its armament. From the date of tin* enemy's 
descent on Morris Island it had Imhmi steadily rethiced, the guns 
being sent to new works on James Island and the inner har- 
bor. In this way the barbette guns of the western or left flank 
of the fort,' together with those of tlie casemates generally, were 
disj)osed of More than twenty guns and mortal's were with- 
drawn. The armament, thus rcHluciHl, remained up to the open- 
ing of the first bombardment as follows : 

Left flank harheffe (wvWr/'») — Two IX -inch Dalilgrens. 

' »Soine " (iiiakei*s " were ptit in tiieir j»Iace. 
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Left face barbette {north- wester n) — Two 10-inch eolumbiads, 
two 8-incli col 11 m hi ads, four 42-pouiMlcrs. 

Rigid face barbette (north-eastern) — Two 10-inch columbiads, 
five rifled and handwl 42s. 

liiyhi flank barbette (eaHtern) — One XI- inch Dahlgren, four 
10-inch cohnnbiads, one 8-inch colunibiad, one rifled 42-j)ounder, 
one 7-inch Brooke rifle. 

Gorge barbette — Fi\-e riflcnl and banded 32.s and one 24- 
jHunider. 

Parade — Two 10-inch mortars. 

Salient neeond tier eananateH — ThitK* riflcnl and l)anded 42s. 

Lower tier ea^ematetfy on right and left faces — Two navy VIII- 
inch and two 32s. 

Makin*^ the total armament of Fort Sumter at this date, the 
end of July and on to August 17th, to have lK»en thirty^ight 
guns and two mortal's. 

The working fonv under the (»ngin(HT in charge, Lieutenant 
John Johnson, had Ihh'U greatly increase<l, varying from thre<^ 
hundr(*d to four hundnnl and fifty blacks, coming and going in 
reliefs nii^ht and dav. It has Iki'U alreadv mentione<l that sand 
from the pariule of the fort had lK»en use<l to fill U|> the ciise- 
mates, upper and lower, of X\w sea-front or right flank. It now 
Ix'i'ame n(»c(ssarv to consider the prottvtion of the gorge against 
the land-batteries, a matter of paramount im[M)rtance. The 
gorge, although closed, was not as massively built a< the other 
parts of the fort, and unless strengthened the breaching of it 
would uncover tlu* whole interior of the work. But sand from 
the parade, which had Ikkmi frt^ely used to fill the ctisemates of 
the s<»a-front, Wits Inn'oming scarc(» ; the transportation of it from 
the city was verv limitnl ; so, to economize material and make 
bidk out of something else, bal(»s of steam-compressed cotton, 
well soaktnl in salt water, wen^ supplied to the engineer, with 
onlers that thev should Ixi laid in simd jis bricks in mortar.^ 

' Head-quarters Dept. South Carolina, G»x)rgia, and Florida. » 

ClIARLKSTON, S. C, Julj* 15, 1S<»3. ) 

Lieutknaxt-Coloxel D. B. Harris, 

Chief Engineer Dept. Soutli Carolina, (Jeorgia, and Tloritla — 
Colonel: In addition to the works orderefl in mv ronununication of ves- 
terdav's date, the (K)ninianding general further directs that the gorge-wall of 
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The doing of this work in vol veil more lal>or than any other 
single part of the defense. Seventeen roonLs used for officers' 
quarters, eight lower and nine upper nx)ms, all eighteen feet 
six inches square*, the former having a height of eleven feet, 
the latter a height of fourteen feet, had to be filled without a 
moment's lass of time. There would have been eighteen rooms, 
but the space of the sally-port was reserved for future use, and 
an exterior protection was providcnl for it. Begun on the 20th 
of July, this work required the lalK)r of one hundred and fifty 
men, working by day, and the same number, a fresh gang, 
by night, for three weeks, l>eing completed just in time for 
service. 

The filling of two rooms simultaneously "was conducted 
on the following plan: A IkkI of sand two feet thick was 
first laid on the flooring; upon this six bales of wet cotton 
were laid with intervals of two feet between them in every 
direction ; then sand, moistened and well rammed, filled the 
spaces ; another layer of cotton-bales, separated from the first 
l>v two feet of sand, and so on until the room was filled. 
In this way twelve bales were nniuired for each lower and 
cightocni for each upper room. The flooring gave way, as 
cxpci^tcnl, but only so far as the filling of the lower rooms per- 
mittee I, and that was trifling. Except a slight o<lor of burnt 
cotton on tlie tii'st (lav of the bombardment, which mav have 
])nK'CHHlcd from a ](M)se sample, no sign of combustion was 
ever observeil, and the plan, thoroughly tested, was proved to 
be In'ghly efficient. One great advantage it possessed over an 
ordinary filling with sand was in retaining almost a ])erpen- 
dicnlar condition after the brick wall had been knocked awav 
from it ; and all fear of its taking fire was removed when it 
was discoverwl, after some openings had been made, that the 
wet cotton had become rotted or soured and refused to burn ; 
this it continued to do even wlien incendiarv shells were fired 

Fort Snmter be strenjictliened by menns of wet ootton-bales, filled in between 
witli wet sand and kept moist by means of tubes or liose from tbe npper ter^ 
replein. Respectfnlly, your obedient servant, 

Thomas Jordan, 

Chief of Staff. 
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for days together into the gorge. No mea«ure8 were taken to 
keep the filling moist, as this was unnecvssarv. 

It had lK?en apparent for some time that a new wharf and 
sidly-port woidd have to be constructed, the stone (juay on the 
gorge, with its adjacent sally-j)ort, being entirely exjK>setl to 
the enemy. Atvordingly, one of the lower casemat<»s on the 
wt»stern or city front, near to the north- wt»stern angle of the 
fort, was devoted to the pur|K)se ; the tedious work of enlarg- 
ing the embntsure to the dimensions of a gateway was begun, 
and steps were taken to build a timl)er wharf projecting alnnit 
fifty yards from the exterior of the fort into deep water. This 
double work, l>egun July 16th, was a^mplettnl in nine days. 

As soon as the heavy lalx>r of these* undertakings hiul Ixxjn 
performed for the security of the gorge and the transportation, 
the working force was put to j)r<)tecting the fine barbette Inittery 
of the right flank by suitable merlons and traversers. This bat- 
tery was nearly enfi hided by some of the new positions sele(*t«l 
by Brigjidier-Gcneral Gillmore on the imier or marsh line of 
Morris Island. The material, sand revetted with bags, it was 
necvssiirv to elevate in large quantities to the levels of the ter- 
rt'plein and parajK't — viz. to a height of thirty-four and forty- 
eight feet alx^ve the parade. The traverses, four in number, 
were massive, l>eing thirteen feet high al)ove the terreplein^ and 
with a top thickness each of fifteen fet^t, the bases in the usual 
proportion. 

Lastly, as the enemy's preparations advan(*ed towartl comple- 
tion, a mea^^ure of defense which had at first l)een suggested!, 
but then ]K)stponed on account of difficulties, or nither scarcity 
of transj>ortation, was again agitated, and at length ordered by 
the c*ommanding general.* This was the building up from the 

^ It was raainly due to the earnest Holiciting and devoted jiersonal services 
of the lato Mr. Williams Middleton that this additional protection was given 
to the exterior of the gorge, strengthening it to the last moment of time 
allowed for work. He superintended the filling of the bags and the load- 
ing of the boats. 

The following paragraph from the CharleMon 3fercvry^ August 4, 1861^ will 
furnish agtwid idea of the determination in the city: "We would again earn- 
estly call the attention of all our citizens, not in the ranks, to the im|)ortant 
movement now afloat to furnish sandbags for the protection of our harbor 
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stoiHi (juay of the gorge, where a base of twenty-four feet was 
afforded, of a c»ontimions eounterfort of sandbag work, designed 
to add something to the masonry counterforts and to the already 
well-packed officers' quarters of that locality, but chiefly de- 
signed to reach and protect with added thickness the para[)et 
itself. But the work was too great for even the energy which 
the crisis lent to all engaged. Every l>ag of sand used had to 
be brought from the city by night and put in place l)efore morn- 
ing. A rcH'ord kept shows that the work, lx»gun on the night 
of the 4th of August, was i)rcss4'd nightly until the 17th — that 
is to say, for two wwks — but the supply of material wa-* not 
abundant enough for the working force, nor the time sufficient 
for any approacli to completiim. The total numl)er of l^ags 
of sand brought to the fort for the pur|)os(» was twenty thou- 
sand, about onc-thinl of the whole numlnT nHjuiitnl for this 
object. With thi»se the old sally-port was first protected, it 
being now us<m1 for a lK)mbproof shcher, and the western half 
of the gorge-sciu'p was coverwl up to the height of alK)ut twen- 
ty-five feet, with a top thicrkucss of only six feet and a bottom 
width of from fifteen to tweutv fei't. 

Thus, from the lOth dav of Julv, when the d(»scent on Morris 
Ishmd was made by the Union troops, to the middle of August, 
a large force had beiMi kept working (hiy and night at the task 
of strcnjrtheniiit; the fort to meet its fiiv;t bombardment. As manv 
as four hundrcnl and sixty Ijands were employed during the last 
week of ])reparation. The seijuel proved that unk'ss this prej>- 
araticm had been made in time the fort conkl not have* Ixhmi held. 
The five w(M*ks were faithfully employed by all : the enginwr 
department had used all diligence, from the chief to the hum- 
blest laborer ; the <|uartermastei*s had done their best with in- 
adecjuati' trans])ortation ; the garrison of the fort had bciMi 
worked hanl, until offieei^s and men alike recjuired a resting- 
spell to prepare them for the imj)ending struggle. 

During this periixl there occurred two exploits by the naval 

defenses. Messrs. Williams Miiklleton jind T. .Teflerson Bennett linve taken 
oharjLTe of the matter on South Coinmereial Whart*, at the liesirf of the 
military authorities. Boats an<l earts are eniplove<l in conveying sjtnd and 
the baj^s when filled. Bags are wanted." 
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officers in the harbor which served to prove that they a)uld well 
assume the oflFensive when an opportunity offisred itself. 

The former, known as an "Affair of Pickets at Vincent's 
Creek, August 4, 1863," is described below in one of General 
Ripley's reports, the date being given by him, in mistake, as 
August 5th. There had been an effort made by the Confederate 
engineers to establish a battery on a little rise or shell-beach in the 
marsh near the southern outlet of Vincent's Creek, or Schooner 
Creek, soon after the first assault on Battery Wagner. The site 
was only about 1400 yards west of Wagner, and most favorably 
situated for a flanking fire directly in ita front. But the communi- 
cations were hazardous and exposed to the enemy's small boats 
coming from the rear of the island. A small steam-transport, the 
Manigault, grounded here during the construction of the battery, 
and, being discovered the next morning by the enemy, she was 
s<K>n set on fire by their shells and burned to the water's edge. Her 
hull remained to add an obstacle to the further construction of 
the work, and it was from that time abandoned. But the Union 
boat-pickets at once established themselves there as a base from 
which to annoy the communications between the city and Cura- 
ming's Point of Morris Island, It became known as ** Payne's 
Dock," so called aftxjr Captain L. S. Payne, of the Oue Hun- 
dredth New Yoj:k regiment, distinguished as a daring scout. 

"The enemy, having established an annoying picket-guard at an 
unfinished battery at the mouth of Vincent's Creek, he was attacked 
at about nine o'clock p. m. (August 4th) by a party from the navy and 
from the Twenty-fifth South Carolina volunteers, under Lieutenant 
commanding A. F. Warley of the Confederate States steamer Chicora, 
Captain M. H. Sellers commanding the land force. The party pro- 
ceeded in four boats, guided by Mr. J. Fraser Mathewes, to the northern 
entrance of Lighthouse Creek, where Captain Sellers landed and pro- 
ceeded against the enemy's picket. Lieutenant Warley (and Lieutenant 
John Payne), with two boats, went round to the mouth of Vincent's 
Creek to cut off the enemy^s barges. A brisk skirmish ensued, which 
resulted in the capture of one boat, with one captain (I^wis S. Payne) 
and ten non-commissioned officers and privates of the enemy, of which 
the captain and four non-commissioned oflScers and privates were 
wounded, one mortally. The remainder of the enemy's party were 
driven off in another boat under a heavv fire, which undoubtedlv caused 
them some damage. On our side one private of the Twenty-fiflh South 
8 
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Carolina volunteers was killed.'' (Brigadier-General Ripley's report 
of operations.) 

The latter of the two aifairs was tlie capture of a valuable 
launch and part of her crew by the small arineil steamer Juno, 
a blockade-runner put in cxjmmand of Lieutenant Philip Por- 
cher of the Confederate Xavv. The annexed account is copied 
from the Hhdory of the Confeder(Ue Statat Ncivj/y J. Thomas 
Scharf, New York, 1887 : 

"On the following night (August 5th-6th) Commodore Tucker went 
on board the Juno and ordered Lieutenant Porcher to set out on a 
reconnoitring-tour of the harbor. Porcher had ten of his crew armed 
with rifles, and their instructions were to fire upon any of the Federal 
picket-boats that might be encountered. Steaming cautiously along 
below Morris Island, the Juno came upon and took by surprise the first 
launch of the frigate Wabash, which had on board a crew of twenty- 
three men and a 12- pounder howitzer, while the steamer was unarmed 
save for her riflemen, her two guns having been removed when she was 
put in trim for a blockade-runner. Porcher did not hesitate for that 
reason, but ran down the launch ; and his onslaught was so swift and 
sudden that the crew attempted no defense. A dozen threw themselves 
into the sea, five were drowned, and seven swam to other picket-boats, 
by which they were rescued. The remainder surrendered, and Porcher 
took pojwession of the launch and brought eleven prisoners to Charles- 
ton. He was highly complimented by Flag-Officer Tucker, and the fine 
launch and her gun came into good use against their former owners." 

Shortly after this exploit the valuable life of this officer was 
lost by the foundering of the Juno on a blockade-running trip 
t4i Nassau, N. P. 



CHAPTER VI. 

FIRST GEEAT BOMBARDMENT OF FORT SyMTER— FIRST 

PERIOD. 

Aiigrust 17-23, 1803. 

Experimental Pbactice with Lioiit and then with Heavy Guns — 
REtORD OF Damages — Force and Armament of Breachinq-bat- 
TERIE8 ON Morris Island — They open Heavy Fire on Sumter, 
August 17th — Fire slackened at Night, to be resumed Next 
Morning and Continued for a Week— Operations in the Fleet 
AND ON Morris Island — Firing, Damages, and Casualties in Fort 
Sumter — The Fort Suffers a Serious Naval Attack for Two 
Hours and a Half by Monitors on the Night of August 22d-23d 
— Narrow Escape of the Magazine— Ordnance Storf» removed 
AT Great Risk — The Fort Cannonaded again by the Breaching- 
batteries, and technically Demolished by the End of the 
Seventh Day, August 23, 1863— The Marsh Battery opens Fire 
on the City of Charleston. 

Before the breaching-batteries erected by General Gillmore 
against Fort Sumter began their destructive work the fort was 
made the target for a little playful practice on the 20th day of 
July. Some of the 30-pounder Parrott rifles, mounted on the 
first parallel to ojierate on Wagner, were turned on Sumter, ami 
eight shots were fired to get the range. This light artillery was 
only intended to internipt the communications from the city 
with the fort and with Cumming^s Point ; it had no battering 
power. But being the first firing on the fort by land-guns sint»c 
Major Anderson's time, April, 1861, and a drummer-boy named 
John C. E. Graliam, while standing in the sally-port, having 
l>een seriously wounded bv one of the shells, it is here recorded. 
Again on the 2oth the same guns fired six shots at the fort, the 
distance being 4300 yanls. 

The first fire of heavy guns mounted for battering purposes 

115 
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was oil the 12tli of August. But this was only preliminaiy, 
for as the works b^un on the night of the 23d of July were 
successively completed their guns would be tried by a few dis- 
charges until they were all made ready. So it happened that 
between the dates of August 12th and 17th, when the bombard- 
ment fairly began, there was experimental practice with the 
great guns almost daily, morning and evening, though with 
but one or two at a time. The chief importance of this pre- 
liminary fire to the fort and its garrison was that the effects 
of single shots could be better observed and estimated at this 
j)eriod than later, when the firing was more rapid and the 
damaf^ from single shots was less distinguishable from the 
general ruin. 

To give the best idea of the powers of the new battering 
engines upon the best brick masonry at ranges varying from 
3400 to 4200 yards, it will be necessary to quote a few passages 
from the engineer's journal. 

Among the eighteen shots striking the fort on the 12th of 
August, one is recorded as passing over the gorge- wall and parade, 
descending into the casemates of the second tier on the lefl face 
(north-western front), near the spiral stainase, and doing the 
following damage : " The projectile, a percussion shell from an 
8-inch Parrott rifle, (X)mmonly called a 150- or 200-pounder, 
exploded, destroying the baking-ovens of the fort and causing a 
half bushel of bricks to fall from the under side of the arch below 
upon the gun mounted in the casemate beneath. This effect 
was not due to penetration, but to tlie shock of the explosion 
on the floor above. Tluse lower (^jisemate arches have onlv 
twelve inches thickness of brickwork at the crown and about 
twenty inches at the haunches. It was at the crown that the 
injury was received. The upper casemates are covered by 
arches twenty inches thick throughout." Xo casualty attended 
this shell. 

But another, " passing over the western angle of the gorge 
and descending on the outside, stnick the little steamboat 
Hibben, then unloading at the new wharf. It penetrated the 
l)oiler, the steam scalding s(*verely nine negro laborers, some 
of them fatally. Curiously enough, the shell (8-inch rifle) was 
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tViiind apparently unexploded in the after hold of the boat, but 
without any charge or iuze-plug in it." 

A bolt from tlit; name giin " struck the outttitle of the goi^;e- 
wall at the level of the tcrreplein, ur rather of the art-h sustain- 
ing it. The cruter upcnetl iu this old masonry was but three 
feet in tliametcr and one and a half feet deep, but beyond the 
prater the projectile had penetrated three feet four inches, thus 
making the total penetration on the slant line of fire, nearly 40°, 
equal to Jbur feet t«n inches. The measuring-rod was stopped 
by the bu.sc of the shot itself, imbedded in and nearly quite 
thniugh the wall, whieh is here 
five feet thiek. As this was the 
first shot illustrating the efiective 
breaching power of the guns, the 
sketch here shown has been added 
to give an idea of the crater and 
penetration of the bolt." The 
eandbag work on the exterior of 
the got^e-wall at this place had 
been extended no higher than 
the floor of the upper room, filled 
with sand and cotton -bales. 

The destructive effect of three 
shells enti?ring the gorge-scarp at 
the jMirapet and near t<^ther was 
verj- marked. The first almost 
penetrated the parajtet, two feet 
and 3 half below the suixrior 
slope, " humping or Ixtwing it 
upward twenty inches and for 
twelve feet of its length, shat- 
tering the wall to the inside, and 
throwing brick and fragments of shell upon the ierrqilnn. 
The gorKe-scari> is generally five feet thick, but that portion 
of it constituting the lower half of the parapet is only four feet 
three inches thick, being weaker than any of the other parai>ets, 
which all maintain the full five feet thickness of the scarp. The 
eecond, occurring the next »hiy, cnrrietl away thi-ee feet of the 




EFFECT OF AN 8-IHCH SHELL ON 



118 THE DEFENSE OP CHARLESTON HABBOft. 

parapet from the exterior crest inwardly, and wnaiiliHi the ii 

part through to the interior slope for a length of twelve feet. 
The third continued the destruction, and rendered the parapet 
unserviceable for thirty feet of its length, while for twelve feet 
it was entirely demolished. 

These particulars of damage done by connected or separate 
shots will aid the mind in appreciating the combined firing about 
to be endured by the devoted fort. Further, it will be neces- 
sary to record the following details concerning the breaching- 
batteries, as given by Brigadier-General J. W. Turner, chief 
of staiF and of artillery, in the appendix of Major-Gteneral 
Gillmore's reix)rt of oi)erations : 

" The batteries, commencing on the right, ran around to the left as 
follows : 

" Battery Brown. — On right of second parallel, near the beach. Dis- 
tance from Fort Sumter, 8516 yards. Armament, — ^Two 8-inch Parrott 
rifles (150- or 200-i>ounder8). Garrison, — Company I, Third Rhode Isl- 
and Heavy Artillery, commanded by Captain Charles G. Strahan. 

" Battery JRwecrans, — Near left of second parallel. Distance from 
Fort Sumter, 8447 yards. Armament. — Three lOO-pounder Parrott rifles. 
GarrUon. — Company M, Third Rhode Island Heavy Artillery, and a 
detachment of the One-Hundred-and-Seventy-eighth New York volun- 
teer infantry, commanded by Captain J. J. Comstock, Jr., Third Rhode 
Island Heavy Artillery. 

*' Battery Meade. — Near left of second parallel, in front of Battery 
Rosecnins. Distance from Fort Sumter, 3428 yards. Armament. — ^Two 
100-poiindcr Parrott rifles. Crarmo/i.— Detachments from Third Rhode 
Island Iloavv Artillerv, the One-Hundre<lth New York volunteers and 
One-Hundrcfl-and-Seventy-eighth New York volunteer infantry, com- 
manded by First Lieutenant Henrv Holbrook, Third Rhode Island 
Heavy Artiller>', and after his death by First Lieutenant A. E. Green, 
Third Rliodc Island Heavy Artillery. 

" Naval Battery,— 'Centre of first parallel, 200 yards north of Beacon 
House. Distance from Fort Sumter, 3980 yards. Armament.— Tv^o 
8-inch Parrott rifles and two 80-pounder Whitworths. G^amww.— De- 
tachments of sailors from the United Statics frigate Wabash, under Com- 
mander Foxhall A. Parker, United States Navy. 

" Battery Hayff.—On creek, 312 yards west of Beacon House. Distance 
from Fort Sumter, 4172 yards. Armament.— One 8-inch Parrott rifle. 
r;r?mV»o/^— Detachments of Company D, Third Rhode Island He&vy 
Artillery, under command of Ca])tain II. G. Shaw. 

•• Battery Reno. — On creek, 135 yards west of Battery Hays in sand- 
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ridge. Distance from Fort Sumter, 4272 yards. Armament. — One 8-inch 
PaiTott rifle, two lOO-pounder Parrott rifles. Oarriaon, — Company H, 
Third Rhode Island Heavy Artillery and a detachment of the One-Hun- 
dred-and-Seventy-eighth New York volunteer infantry, commanded by 
Captain A. W. Colwell, Third Rhode Island Heavy Artillery. 

" Battery Stevens, — Immediately to the left of Battery Reno. Distance 
from Fort Sumter, 4278 yards. Armament, — Two lOO-pounder Parrott 
rifles. Garrison, — Detachments of Company C, First United States Ar- 
tillery, and Seventh Connecticut volunteer infantry, commanded by First 
Lieutenant James E. Wilson, Fifth United States Artillery. 

" Battery iSfront^r.— Immediately to the left of Battery Stevens. Dis- 
tance from Fort Sumter, 4290 yards. Armament. — One 10-inch Parrott 
rifle. Garrison, — Detachment of Seventh Connecticut volunteer infan- 
try, under Captain S. H. Gray." 

Summed up, the guns were — two 80-pounder Whitworths, 
nine lOO-pounder Parrotts, six 200-pounder Parrotts, and one 
300-pounder Parrott ; in all, eighteen rifle-guns in eight batter- 
ies, throwing a ton of metal in the aggr^ate at each discharge. 

First Day. — At five o'clock on the morning of the 17th of 
August, 1863, began the first heavy bombardment of Fort Sum- 
ter by the Union forces on Morris Island. According to Major- 
General Gillmore, it terminated, after seven days' firing, in the 
demolition of the fort. But the fort was not silenced until the 
night of the 1st of Septemlxjr, or it may be said until the end of 
the sixteenth day. At the close of the seventh day the fort could 
fire from its barbette battery of the right flank two 10-inch 
eolumbiads and one Xl-inch Dahlgren gun. 

On the first day eleven rifles only were employed against the 
fort — viz. two 80-pounders, five lOO-pounders, and four 200- 
pounders — some throwing shell (with percussion fuzes), others 
throwing shot.' The fire was almost entirely directed upon the 
left flank and face, taking the latter in reverse. By 9 A. M. up- 
ward of two hundred shots had been fired, the practice being 
astonishingly accurate and the elFects severe. One shell, explod- 

' Brigadier-CTeneral Turner report* to Major-General Gillmore that Battery 
Kirby threw she! Ik from two 10-inch sea-coast mortars. But this must have 
been at Wagner, not nt Sumter, which was much too distant. No mortar-fir- 
ing on Sumter is chronicled bv the TonfederateB until after the Union forces 
had gained posjte^-sion of the northern end of Morris Island, September 7, 1863. 
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ing in the third story of the eastern barracks, wounded six men ; 
in the parade and elsewhere two others were soon after wounded 
and one was killed. The last was struck, while standing close 
under the cover of the gorge in the south-eastern angle of the 
parade, by the flying back of the base of a Parrott shell which 
exploded diagonally across the jjarade, a hundred yards or more 
distant. The singular precision with which this large mass flew 
backward on its line of fire, and the fact that, later in this 
bombardment, another man lost a 1(^ in the same spot and 
from the same cause, may have been due to the pattern of tlie 
shell, which is very light near the base and heavy at the point 
or ixpex of the cone. 

•The fleet of iron-clads and gunboats had engaged the works 
on Morris Island from an earlv hour. At 10.45 A. M. one mon- 
itor and four gunl>oats opened on Fort Sumter very ineffectively 
at long range. By 11a. m. the total firing from land and sea 
amounted to about five hundred shots. The shock of the 200- 
pounder Parrott bolts striking the scarp of the gorge could be 
plainly felt by any one standing or sitting in the upper case- 
mates of the right face; that is, entirely across the parade. 
At 11.10 a.m. the fort oix^ned with the Xl-iuch (Keokuk) 
gun, and the entire barlxitte battery of the right flank U)x>n 
the iron-clads at long range, and (*ontinue<l firing until they 
withdrew at 1-.30 p. m. Sixty-fi)ur rounds were expended 
with no (►bsorvable result. 

The fire of tlie land-jjuns slackened l)etween 1 and 2 P. M. 
Brigadior-Genoral K. S. Ripley, (X)nimanding Fii'st Militarj' 
District of South Carolina, visited the fort and insfjected 
damages. The vigor of the bombardment was soon resumed, 
and maintained until darkness set in. Then it slackened again 
to about one shot in fifteen minutes from 30- and 100-pounder 
rifles, and so continue<l all night. 

The parapet of tlie gorge was for more than half its length 
demolislied ; the swond and third stories of the western bar- 
racks, except a portion under cover of the gorge, were in ruins. 
Seven guns in barbette on the gorge, the left flank, and left face 
of the fi)rt had been disabled. Some of the upper casemates of 
the left face liad been damagcKl. During tin; day the garrison 
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not on duty, as well as the working force of blacks, had found 
safe shelter under cover of the gorge or within the splinter-proof 
blindage at its base. The casualties were surprisingly few, and 
generally not serious, being nineteen in all— one enlisted man 
killed, two seriously and thirteen others slightly wounded. The 
following officers were also slightly wounded : Lieutenants John 
Middleton and Julius M. Rhett, First South Carolina Artillery, 
and Lieutenant John Johnson, engineer in charge. The gar- 
rison at night lowered two 42-pounders from the ramparts into 
the parade for shipment. The working force was engaged all 
night discharging and building upon the exterior of the gorge 
fifteen hundred bags of sand, also in completing sand-filling over 
the magazines within, and in protecting with sandbags two lower 
casemates of the western front, so as to make them safe for a 
hospital. 

Colonel D. B. Harris, chief engineer of the department, visited 
the fort at 9 P. M., and was accompanied through his inspection 
by Colonel Alfred Rhett, commanding, and by the engineer in 
charge. 

The total firing between 5 A. M. of the 17th and 5 A. M. of 
the 1 8th of August was 948 shots, of which 445 struck inside, 
233 struck outside, and 270 passed over the fort. 

After this first day's battering fire from those eleven rifled 
guns it became a settled conclusion that the ruin of the brick 
Fort Sumter was an assured thing, a matter of time alone. 
Henceforth it became the duty of the defense to delay the 
demolition as long as possible, and to save all material of war 
that could be spared. That night a large quantity of ammuni- 
tion and stores was removed from the fort to Sullivan's Island.^ 

' The o|)eration8 of this day (17th) included a heavy cannonade of Bat- 
teries Wjigner and Gregg by the entire naval forces of the enemy, even the 
gnnbouts taking part at long range. The fire of Wagner UfK)n the breaching- 
batteries of the second parallel engaged upon Fort Sumter was effective and 
galling. Not even the mortars and lighter rifles of the land-batteries, aided 
by the fleet, could entirely subdue the pugnacious little fort, (joing good ser- 
vice for Sumter. It was not until some of the heavy battering-guns, mounted 
for the exclusive benefit of the latter, had been turned on Wagner that the 
annoyance ceased. (Gillmore.) 

So likewiije on the sea-face Wajirner's two 10-inch columbiads and one rifled 
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Second Day. — On the morning of the 18th the fire was 
resumed heavily with three more guns, making for the second 
day a total of fourteen. The gorge directly and the left face in 
reverse received most of the battering. It was found that the 
counterforts of stone masonrv erected on the exterior of the 
gorge a year before for the protection of the lower magazines 
were unhurt. Bri(»k masonrj', used to continue them up to the 
level of the upi)er magazines and not two months old, was badly 
damaged. But then these upper magazines had been already 
abandoned, and there was nothing to be feared from them. The 
western half of the gorge, partly protected with sandbag work, 
showed little damage except on the level of the parapet. This 
was more or less demolislunl, and at the angle of the fort nearest 
Morris Island a large crater, opened by the day's l)attering just 
below the crest, revealed the purpose of the enemy to undermine 
and topple over the heavy traverse of sandbags which had just 
been raised at that important point. 

An evidence of the immense power of the Union artillery, 
and of the combined effect of those heavy shocks already de- 
scribed as being felt from one end of the fort to the other, was 
given in the discovery of a remarkable crack in the main wall 
of the fort, from the parapet continuously and })erpendicularly 
down to the l)erme or rocky base at the water's edge. The crack 
was visible for its whole length, forty feet, being (me-quarter of 
an inch open at the parapet, diminishing to one-sixteenth of an 
inch at the base. It was not quite so plain on the inside of the 
wall. As it was found on the scarp of the western or city front, 
in no connection whatever with tlie marks of firing, but near the 
angle made by that front with the gorge, it may be accoimted 
for by supposing that the vibrations of the gorge-scarp under its 

and banded S^-pomider fouprht the fleet. (For effect upon New Ironsides, we 
Appendix B.) Soon after the monitor Catskill enp^aged the work a 10-inoh 
shot from AVajjner, striking the top of the pilot-honse, shattered! the inner 
plating and caiise<l the instant death of ( on)mander (Jeorge W. Ro^igers and 
Acting Assistant Paymaster J. <i. Woo<l])urv, together with the wounding nf 
two others. Battery (iregg n)ade good practice on the monitors, striking the 
Passaic (flag) with repeated shotij. Battery AVagner was but little daniage<1, 
but sustained a serious loss in the death of Captain J. M. Wampler of the 
Kngineers. (See Colonel Keitt's full report in Appendix.; 
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heavy blows would be arrested by the inertia of the adjacent 
unt(»uehcil scarp-wall on the left, and that just there, at the ful- 
crum of leverage, the fracture would occur. In sui>ix)rt of this 
it may be added that the masonry of the scarp-wall throughout 
the fort was nowhere tied or bonded into the masonry of the 
piers and arches of the casemates, but was merely in contact, 
and the more liable on this account to show the effect of the 
vibrations. 

Inside the fort the work of destniction was becoming more 
apparent. The western barracks were ruined, the casemates of 
the left face, both up}>er and lower, were considerably damaged 
and weakened by the heavy fire in reverse, which was cutting 
away the piers, and had already brought down one of the upper 
arches, in its fall breaking the level of the terreplein and uncov- 
ering the inside face of the scarp-wall. The spiral staircase in 
this vicinity was nearly destroyed. More guns were disabled, 
including two valuable 10-inch columbiads in ofx^n air on the 
right face, taken in reverse. The garrison flag, twice cut away, 
wa.«5 gallantly replaced by Private John Drury, Company B, 
assisted by Sergeant Schaffer. The casualties were slight, thre^ 
men having been wounded. 

The working force was put on immediately after dark, and, 
as there was no firing on the fort during this night, its labor was 
uninterrupted. 

During this, the second day of the cannonade, 876 shots were 
fired, 452 striking outside, 244 inside, and the remainder passing 
over the fort.' 

Third Day. — As early as the light permitted on the morn- 
ing of the third day the l>atteries opened with the addition of 

* Thi« day (18th) the trenches of the Federal approach were flooded with 
water from the spring-tide, driven bv a gale from the north-east. The New 
Ironsides, with two monitors and some gunboats, again cannonaded the bat- 
teries of Morris Island ; the New Ironsides alone threw 805 shells on this and 
the previous day into Wagner. It appears from despatches that Major- General 
Gillmore looked for a sortie in force from Wagner early this morning to raise 
the siege and stop the firing on Sumter ; but it has lieen already recorded in a 
previous chapter that such a step was considered impracticable on account of 
limited tran8])ortation. 
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one more gun, making fifteen. Before noon a shot passed en- 
tirely througli the gorge, finding an opening between the under 
side of a rampart arcli and the sand and cotton filling of one of 
the upjwr rooms. The mass had b^un to settle a little, and the 
shot, jJunging through, dropped in the parade of the fort. On 
subsequent insjicction, at 12 M., the scarp of the gorge appeared 
to have been breached by several shots striking about the same 
place, under the crown of the arch ; but this was the only mis- 
sile that i)assed through the gorge that day, or indeed during the 
whole of this first bombaixlment. As a nile, the scarp of the 
gorge was thoroughly sustained by the backing of the filled-in 
rooms, formerly the officers' quarters, assisted by the accumula- 
tion of debris falling on the outside from the parapet above and 
caught iq places by the unfinished sandbag work and stone coun- 
terforts of the exterior. 

The firing in reverse received by the northern casemates was 
very destructive. Four upper and three lower embrasures had 
been more or less shattcre<l. In the afternoon a 42-pounder 
gun was seen to fall, with its carriage, chassis, and circle all 
together, from the terreplein into the ruins beneath ; the sustain- 
ing piers of its arch had been finally shot away. 

Brigadior-GtMicral Riploy visited the fort at 5 P. M,, and soon 
after the iron-clad squadron moved up as if to attack or recon- 
noitre ; the vessels, however, lay at lono; range and did not opc^n 
fire. Fort Sumter took four shots at them with the Keokujv's 
gun, and thoy withdrew, majruaniuiously declining to reply, but 
shellinjr Morris Island as thev went. 

The fire on the fort slackened as usual at dark, but at lonjr 
intervals was kept up all ni^ht. The repairing of damages, an<l 
chiefly the securing of two lower casemates for hospital purposes 
on the city front, occupied the working force. Mr. T. A. Evans 
re|K)rt(Hl for duty, relieving Messrs. E. J. White and AV. E. 
Mikell, assistant engineers. 

The total firing on the third day and night reached 780 shot*, 
of which 408 struck outside, 241 inside, and 131 ])assed over. 
The casualties were limite^l to one killed and four wounded.* 

' The apprnnt'hos of the Fcilerals on Morris Island tins day flOth) were 
kept up, luit, l)oing checked by the sharpshnotcrs and artillery, the pn»gress 
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Fourth Day. — Tliree new guns, one of them a 10-inch 
Parrott rifle, known as a 300-pounder, were added to the bat- 
tering engines on tlie next day, being the fourth of the bom- 
bardment. Thei*e were, in all, eighteen rifles, 100-, 200-, and 
300-pounders, firing from the now completed breaching-batteries 
upon Fort Sumter. The direction of the firing had been mainly 
upon the centre and left of the fort ; it began this day to incline 
more to the right, threatening the few remaining serviceable 
guns of the right face and flank. 

On the eastern half of the gorge four upper rooms had been 
partially uncovered by the falling away of the scarp-wall, but 
the wet sand and cotton-bales resisted firmly at that level, while 
the debris, accumulating and reaching a height of fifteen feet, 
effectually strengthened the remaining work for at l^ast two- 
thirds of its height. The western half of the gorge was all the 
more favorably circumstanced, having, besides the debris, its 
unfinished sandbag work of from ten to fifteen feet thickness. 
So that the prolonged t^tability of the gorge as an effectual cover to 
the southern half of the parade coicld now be counted upon. For 
the same reason the safety of the lower magazines, the only maga- 
zines then XLsed, could be reasonably expected. These were most 
satisfactory c»onclusions, and did much to encourage the defense 
of the post. On the other hand, this very protection to the 
gorge furnished in places from this day forward a practicable 
slope from the water's edge for an assault by small boats. 

A very singular incident occurred in the course of this day's 
cannonade. The circumstances were as follows : It was reiK>rted 
that a shell had penetrated the gorge and passed through the old 
sally-port into the parade. This was incredible, knowing that 
the sally-port had been closed and protected on the exterior with 
sandbag work twenty feet in thickness. On examination, the 
report was proved to be untrue, but a strange thing had hap- 

was slow. From one point in particular, about two hundred and forty yards 
in front of Wagner — the " ridge/' as it was called — there was an effective fire 
of small-arms maintained on the trenches. The flanicing fire from the Con- 
federate batteries, multiplying on the shore of James Island, though at long 
range, was now beginning to be felt by the Federals, and re(]uired more cau- 
tion on their part. The New Ironsides alone engaged Wagner during the 
day. 
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penod. ;^ rifle bhell with perciisaioa fuze liad struck the gorge* 
wall trix ibet above ite ba.se, to the right or east of the heavy 
suiiUbag work and in an angle of the caponniire, but its ^lant 
direction of fire, nearly 45°, had turned it toward the open arch- 
way of tlie sally-port and away from the wet cotton-packed room 
that uuuld otherwise have stopped it Still it had not penetrated 
tlirough to the lutenor onlj the fuze-pUig had done so, making 
its o\in narrow traek and leaMug the bhcll buried in the nail 
Home tnelve inches l>ehind it TIk fii70-plug had passed into 
the oiHiu pace and vtnn picked up in the parade The acconi 
l)anying nkLtch will illu trat< tlii'< < iru ii ocinrreiice It wa^ a 




chan« shot cai inj^ no cts lalty ; and as tlie debris on the out- 
fc k soon piled i p s at protect the wall almost as effectually 
a. tl e a Ibif, « rk no other shot ever again jwiietratod in the 
'amp I 1 lit\ 

The firing in reser-e on the interiur of the lofi face had at 
length o|K'iicd a clear Imadi nf (igbt feet hori?ontil by ten feet 
vertical in thew^Il of the upper caitmitca Tin's first wide gap 
of mill was a sad sitfht to tlio'.c who rtnitmlxrecl the old fort 
ill itw gliin,-. Otliti brcicltp- in the suiie rpj:i< n w ere prt^rcss- 
iiig, but thi-) w ii the fir-t iiid the lir^~.t it oorrospondcd 
with the lucnlitv of greatest dimige in tlu (n-t of the goi^, 
and scrvetl to mark the central line or focus of fire as the fort 
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was presented to the batteries. (It is shown on the interior 
view at page 166.) 

The working force was busily engaged all night inci-eitsing 
the sandbag protection on the exterior of the western maga- 
zine and sec*uring the hospital casemates in the same vicinity. 
There was no firing on the fort during the night. The garri- 
son was employed in removing and shipping twenty-five thou- 
simd pounds of jjowder and other ammunition. 

The total firing of the fourth day was 879 shots, of which 
408 struck outside, 241 inside, and 131 passed over the fort. 
There were three slight casualties.* 

Fifth Day. — With the regularity of cloc»kwork the cannon- 
ade of the fifth day opened as usual, but with the direction of 
fire changed to the eastern half of the fort. The hours of day- 
light, from 5 A. M. to 7 P. m., were fourteen, and these, with a 
slight slackening at the dinner-hour, were continuously occupied 
in the service of the breach ing-batteries. It is described by the 
Union authorities as having been very arduous : even passing 
to and from the batteries addeil to the fatigue ; the camp on the 
southern end of Morris Island was nearly a mile to the rear of 
them, the intervening ground being within range of the Confed- 
erate flanking-batteries on James Island. The tour of duty for 
a relief with the breaching-batteries was four houi*s on and eight 
off; each gun had three reliefs of cannoneers, with two or three 
others for magazine service. Heavy labor incurred in handling 
the weighty projectiles for the service of the pieces was spe- 
cially provided for by fatigue-parties regularly detailed for the 
work. Brigadier-General Turner, chief of artillery, reports to 
Major-General Gillmore : " The precision of fire of the Parrott 
rifles was remarkable, probably excelling any artillery ever 
before brought on the field in siege operations." And in this 
testimony all the Confederate authorities fully concur. 

^ The Ironsides, with four gunboats, continued to shell the garrisons of the 
advanced works on Morris Island all this day (20th of August.) Three 
Confeiientte batteries on James Ishmd, Simkins, Cheves, and Haskell, now 
flanked with annoying fire the Fe<leral approaches on Morris Island, although 
mounting only smoothbore guns and dbtant from three to four thousand 
yards. 
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The fire on this fifth day, as has been said, was plainly direct- 
ed inK>n the right fac« (in reverse) and in enfilade of the right 
or eastern flank of the fort. The guns in open air on this flank 
had been heavily traversed and further protected with merlons, 
but the enemy's artillery was too strong for them. One 10-inch 
and one 8-inch columbiad on the flank, and one 10-inch colum- 
biad with two banded and rifled 42s on the adjoining face, were 
soon disabled. The eastern scarj) began to show some damage 
from even the slant fire it was now receiving, large craters 
having lx?en opened under each of the heavy traverses, and 
the parapet having been demolished at the south-eastern angle. 
The stone counterfort of the magazine at this angle was unhurt, 
being protected with debris. 

At noon, Colonel A. Rhett, commanding, with Major • O. 
Blanding, Captain F. H. Harleston, and Lieutenant J. John- 
son, engineer in charge, held a conference on the subject of 
defense. About sunset General Beauregard, accompanied by 
Colonel J. Gilmer and Lieutenant-Colonel Harris of the corps 
of Engineers, visited and inspected the fort. Brigadier- 
General Ripley and staff came for the same purpose at 
10 p. M. 

The working force having begun to show signs of great 
fatigue, consoquent upon the difficulty of sleeping in the day- 
time during the noise of the lx)mbardment, requisition was 
made for a fresh relief of labor. More powder, nine thousand 
seven hundnMl pounds, was shipped at night. 

The firing of the day, there being none at night, amotmted 
to 943 shots, of which 430 struck outside, 320 inside, and 193 
passed over the fort. The aisualties were two men severely 
and four sbVhtlv wounded.* 

* About 11 A. M this (lay (21st of August) a demand from Bripradier-Oeneral 
Gillmore on General I>e:nire«rard for "the immediate evneuatiou of Aforris 
Island and Fort Sumter" was delivered near Fort Wanner. No answer hav- 
ing been receive<l within the time stif)ulated. four hours, the Federal com- 
mander ordered! fire to be opened on the city of Charleston nbotit two oVlock 
in the morning, when shells from the Mnrsh Battery were thrown among 
the sleeping inhabitants without any practical warniuu having been given 
them. It appears that some accident and misunderstaiKling were at the bot- 
tom of this; for, through difficulties of tians|)ortation, through the absence of 
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Sixth Day. — Soon after the fire opened this morning the 
fine 7-inch Brooke rifle at the south-eastern angle was disabled, 
and later a 10-inch columbiad and a rifled and banded 42- 
pounder shared the same fate. There were thus left; only four 
guns in serviceable condition at this juncture. At quarter-past 
12 the principal flagstaff in the salient, which had been repeat- 
edly splintered, fell crashing into the parade, and the colors 
were henceforth flown from the crest of the gorge. At 5 P. M., 
in consequence of a communication by the French consul with 
the fleet, the fire slackened and ceased. It had amounted to 604 
shots, of which 203 struck outisde, 216 inside, and 185 passed 
over the fort. There were no casualties. 

During the night repairs were made on the merlons and 
traverses of the eastern or right flank, which had been greatly 
injured by the day's firing. But the work was interrupted, 
first by a necessary transfer and relief of hands, and last by 
an attack of the iron-clad squadron. One hundred and twelve 
fresh hands were received, two hundred and sixteen were 
sent off, and the foi'ce remaining numbered two hundred and 
twenty. 

At 3 A. M. five monitors — the Weehawken (flag), Montauk, 
Nahant, Patapsco, and Passaic — anchored about 800 yards (Dahl- 
gren) from the fort and opened fire. The early morning was 
foggy, and this, with the darkness, gave the vessels great ad- 
vantage — one, in fact, that it is strange they did not oftener 
take. The first shell, passing over the eastern wall, struck and 

• 

General Beatirc^rd from the city, and through the oniiflsion of Rri^dier- 
General Gillmore\<< signature from the demand, much time wa8 lost, and the 
opportunity of warning the citizens before retiring to rest was not given. 
The demand was returned for signature, and then formally refused by the 
commander. The Federal commander afterward extended the time, giving 
two days' notice, and suspending the bombardment of the city until the night 
of the 23d of August. 

The New Ironsides, with one monitor and two gunboats, engaged Wagner, 
the land-batteries joining in toward evening. An attack of infantry made 
upon the "ridge" at dusk was repulsed, the Confederates being reinforced 
promptly by Brigadier-(Teneral Hagood, commanding at Wagner. Among 
the casualties of the day at the [Mist was the death of Captain Roliert Prin- 
gle, of Lucas's battalion of artillery, a meritorious young officer from the 
city of Charleston. 
9 
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mortally woimded a sentinel on the top of the western wall. 
Uis piercing screams were remarkable, and must have been 
heard by the enemy. As heard by those in the fort, the sound 
tliey made, breaking upon the stillness of the night, was longer 
to be 'remembered than the loud artillery. About fifty shot 
and shell, one-third missing the mark, were discharged at the 
fort. Three shells were thrown with accuracy into the imme- 
diate neighborhood of the western magazine, giving cause for 
alarm, but doing no injury ; one sent bricks and dust down the 
ventilator from a height oi' thirty feet ; and another, exploding 
in the upper casemates, threw a fragment into the ordnance 
store-room, where three hundred loaded shells were kept ready 
for service : this room was adjoining the magazine. The com- 
manding officer. Colonel Rhett, instantly ordered a detail of 
one hundred men to roll down into the water these dangerous 
explosives, and it was done under the su|x?rintendence of Lieu- 
tenants Iredell Jones and William IT. Grimball. The moni- 
tors drew upon themselves the fire of Sumter, Gregg, Moultrie, 
Bee, and Beauregard. Sumter fired only six shots from two 
giuis, the Keokuk's Xl-incli Dahlgren and a 10-inch colum- 
biad : they were all that were left in a serviceable condition, 
and they were the la^t fired in acflon from the crumbling wolfs 
of the fort. The vt^ssels could not lx» sc»en at all from Sulli- 
van's Island until after four o'clock, when it grew lighter, and 
then the first reply came from Fort Moultrie. Indistinctly 
seen as tlie monitors were, they wore repeatedly hit by the 
guns on Sullivan's Island (Dahlgren). About 5.30 A. M. they 
withdrew from action. 

Together with the night-firing, that of the day (August 22d) 
amoinited to 654 shots, of which 220 struck outside, 230 in- 
side, and the remainder passed over the fort. The casualties 
were— one mortally and four sliirhtlv wounded.* 

Seventh Day. — The land-batteries opened on the fort, as 

* The services of tlie New Ironsides and two monitors were found necessary 
this day (22d of August) to sulnlue the tire of Wagner ujmn the approaching 
sap and the most advanced breachin«?-])atiery. The navy purposed attacking 
Sumter before daylight, but failed to do so, coming in the next morning, as 
above. 
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u^iml^just after daylight, and continued firing upon the right 
faoe and flank. At 2 P. M. a shell, descending on the northern 
end of the eastern barracks, passed through the roof, and, break- 
ing the brick-arched floor of the thirtl storj', threw down into 
the room lJelo^^ large masses of brick and mortar upon some offi- 
cers at table eating dinner. Colonel A. Rhett escaj^ed with a cut' 
from his dinner-knife broken in his hand ; Captain D. G. Flem-. 
ing was unhurt ; Adjutant S. C. Boylston was painfully. Lieu- 
tenant E. S. Fickling, and Lieutenant C. A. Scanlan, ordnance* 
officer, w^ere slightly wounded ; an orderly entering the room 
was also hurt. 

The firing ceased at 6.30 p. m. The eastern wall was very 
much injured, and in places deeply })enetrated. Its parapet was 
badly shattered, owing somewhat to the fire of the monitors the 
night before ; the service of the only two remaining 10-inch 
guns was rendered difficult, and the Xl-inch Dahlgren alone 
continued in good condition.' 

Work was begun at once on the interior (or parade) exposure 
of the western magazine, to protect it from such another fire in 
reverse as it had received from the monitors, and might receive 
again before another morning dawned. This was felt to be 
a critical place and a critical time. Lieutenant-Colonel Har- 
ris, chief engineer, visited the fort afl^r midnight, and was 
accompanied by the engineer in charge in an inspection of; 
damages. : 

The flagstaff*, planted at this date on the crest of the gorge, had 
bwn twit^ shot away from that jwint, and had been previously 
deprived of its colors sc*ven times. The garrison found har(l 
work ready for it in the shipment from the fort of .more powder 
and ordnance stores. The casualties of the day and night were 
two severely and four slightly wounded ; the total number of 
shots fired was 633, of which 282 struck outside, 210 inside, and 

* Simultaneously with the firing on Sumter this day (23d) there was some 
heavy shelling of Wagner by both the land and naval guns, the little fort 
managing to get in not a few damaging shots upon the head of the sap, and 
also ujwn the New Ironsides, her chief tormentor. A fine launch, cut away 
by a shot from the latter, drifted ashore and was captured. Lieutenant-Cohmel 
P. C. (iaillard, commanding the Charleston battalion, lost his left hand at 
Wagner this day. 
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the remainder missed the fort. Fort Sumter was practically 
demolished, though not yet silenced. 

Note.— On the night of the 2lBt-22d of AiiguKt the 8-inch rifle opened 
on the city from the Marsh Battery, range 7900 yards. 

** Colonel E. W. Serrell, the constructor, says that the distinctive features 
of the Marsh Battery as a work of engineering were ^ that the gun-platform 
was placed upon a gun-deck resting upon vertical sheet piling, outside and 
around which there was a grillage of logs. If the gun and the other weights 
upon the gun-deck were heavy enough to tend to sink in the mud, the weight 
upon the grillage, in the form of sund in bags, which formed the paraftet and 
eimulenient of the battery, by being increased counterpoised the gun-deck. It 
was simply a force meeting another force of a like amount in an opposite 
direction.' The English journal, Engineei^hig, in its review of the operations 
of the Federal and Confederate armies, at the close of the war, speaks of the 
construction of this battery as one of the most important engineering works 
done by either army. It was a successful piece of difficult engineering, and a 
practical method of inflicting damage on a city nearly five lAlles distant^ re- 
gardless of its army, its cannon, and its great fortifications, which were within 
close sight and easy range." {Battles and LfoderSy Century Company.) 

The "Swamp Angel,'' so called by the Union soldiers, was purchased, with 
a number of other condemned cannon, at the close of the war by the late 
Charles Carr, founder, of Trenton, N.J. It lay at his foundry several years, 
and, being loth to melt such an historical relic, he united with a number 
of public-spirited citizens and took means for the preservation of the piece. 
A pedestal nearly twenty feet high was erected at the junction of Clinton and 
Perry streets, just beyond the Normal School buildings, and the cannon was 
h()iste<l to its |K>8ition on the summit. Six lamps are placed beside it and a 
drinking-fountain is befteath. The following is an exact copy of the inscrip- 
tion cut in the hrownstone. As will be observed, it is guiltless of a single 
punctuation-mark : 

** The Swamp Angel"— The first gun an 8 inch Parrott rifle or 200 pounder 
fired from the Marsh BaUerv on Morris Island South Carolina at the citv of 
Charleston 7000 yards weight of gun 16500 |X)un(ls and of projectile 150 pounds 
charge of powder 16 pounds greatest elevation used 0")° lx>mbanlment opened 
August 21 1863 burst 36th round." [Philadelphia Timeji.) 



CHAPTER VII. 

THE FIRST GREAT BOMBARDMENT— SECOND PERIOD. 

Aiigriist 24th-September 2d. 

DEPCBrpTioN OF Cannonade — Great Loss of Material by the Fort — 
Supplied only by Sand and other Material bbought Nightly 
FROM the City — Failure of the Union Commanders to Invest 
Morris Island— The S>x;ond Period marked by a Decline in 
Fire — Particular Damage done by the 300-pounder Parrott 
Rifle — Notes of Interest concfjinino the Gun — Council of De- 
fense held at the Fort, August 24th, by the Chief Engineers 
AND other Officers — General Beauregard determines to De- 
fend the Fort to the Last Extremity— Changes in the Garri- 
son—Infantry Troops sent down to Assist the Artillerists— 
The Work of saving Dismounted Guns from the Ruins begun by 
Assistant Engineer J. Eraser Mathewes— The Steamer Sumteb, 
transporting Confederate Troops on the Harbor, sunk by the 
Guns of Fort Moultrie— Severe Night-attack by the Iron-clad 
Squadron, including the New Ironsides — This Attack, of Five 
Hours* Duration, more Serious than that of April 7th — Fort 
Sumter at length Silencf.d— The Magazine Escapes from Three 
Well-aimed Sheli^— The Squadron's Fire Returned with Ef- 
fect FROM Sullivan's Island— The Fort left with few Places 
OF Safety, and open to Assault on the Gorge, but with Massive 
Barriers of Earthwork next to the Enemy — After Sixteen 
Days^ Bombardment Fort Sumter Loses all Offensive Charac- 
ter fob Six Weeks. * 

What may be called the first period of the first bombard- 
ment of Fort Sumter closed with the operations of the 23d 
of August. For seven days the breaching-batteries of General 
Gillmore were served vigorously against the fort. Their pon- 
derous missiles, thrown with great precision of aim and with a 
range beyond all precedent, had wellnigh done their work of 
destroying the strong artiller}' post. An observer from its 
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battered walls eonld watch the shot and shell rising from little 
clouds of white smoke far away among the low hills of Morris 
Island. Sometimes, two or three in sight at once, they would 
come rushing on their way, and as they neared the fort would 
be heard hissing and tearing through the air straight to tlieir 
mark — at one moment, to bury themselves far within the solid 
masonry ; at another, to crush the mass to fragments, sending up 
clouds of dust or scattering the debris to the winds and waves.* 
So charged with gases did the ruined heajxs become that one 
could see the smoke escaping slowly from the crevices of the 
mass, as from the crater of a volcano, long after the force of 
the shell had In'en expended ; and the i)eculiar odor of the i)er- 
cussion-powder used for the fuze-plug of the shell so per\'aded 
everything that the air in the fort seemed to be entirely com- 
|)osed of it. One singular circumstance attending this heavy 
firing of the first bombardment was that, owing to the great dis- 
tance of some of the guns, the report of the gun firing a shell 
would be almost merged into the sound of the bursting of the 
shell itself at the fort. 

The dotjisive marking of this first period was made by Gen- 
eral Gillnioro's despatch to Washington on the 24th, rejwrting 
" the pnicticjil demolition of Fort Sumter as the result of our 
seven days' bombardment of that work." In correspondence 
witli Admiral Dahlgren, General Gill more expresses at this time 
his confidence that '' the oftensive power of Sumter was entirely 
destroycil from to-day's (August 23d) firing ;" and he further 
advo(»ates the imniwliati^ investment of Morris Island by closing 
conimuni(?ation at night with a complete cordon of army and navy 
picket-boats around Cumming's Point. The admiral, it ap})ears, 
had agreed with the general as to the practicability of the al)ove 

* This wasting of material was enormous: it was so much lost from the de- 
fensive power of the fort, and nothing but new material brought for repairs 
could replace it. It has l)een a popular btit a serious mistake to represent that 
the protection of Fort Sumter was mainly due to the debris accunnilating 
from its own demolition and proteotinjr tlje garrison by its fortuitous piling up 
of rubbish. The d<?bris alone could never have sufficed for the de'ense of the 
fort, however skilfully dis|>osed. An expression comniMuly used has l)een that 
"the more the fort was battere<l, the strouL'er it U'came." Nothing could lie 
farther from the truth, except with the understanding that new material was 
constantly re<piired and supplied. 
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plan ; and it could have been rendered still more formidable by 
the application of the calcium light, which the general had been 
perfecting, so as to illuminate the approach to the island from 
Fort Sumter and the city. Yet, with all the advantages of this 
perfectly practicable scheme, it appears never to have been 
attempted. Indeed, the co-operation of the navy and army in 
thus investing the island could just as well have been secured 
for the plan at a mucli earlier date, and the Confederate troops 
on the island have been starved into terms and captured.^ 

Day after day, for upward of five weeks, the wmmunications 
of Morris Island had been completely commanded by the Union 
batteries, and when night set in the supply and relief of Morris 
Island l)y the Confederates had to be made under great risks 
and difficulties. It only needed a combined dash of the ene- 
my's barges from within and from the outside to have entirely 
interrupted the communication. It would have been a fight 
with small-arms at night on tlie water, in which the batteries 
could not liave taken part for fear of injuring friend as well as 
foe ; and the issue could not have been doubtful.' 

The second period of the first l)ombardment of Fort Sumter 
dates from the morning of the 24th of August. As a period it 
was marked by a great decline in the firing of the breaching- 
batteries. During six days, from the 24th to the 29th inclu- 
sive, the fort received a constantly lessening fire ; then, on the 
morning of the 30th, a heavy cannonade began again, declin- 
ing on the 31st of August, but resumed with full vigor on the 
1st of September ; and at length, with the naval attack on the 
fort on the night of 1st and 2d of September, the first bom- 
bardment in both periods came to its end. It will be neces- 
sary now to particularize. 

During these nine days of the second jwriod the demolition 
of the fort was greatly increased bythe firing of the 300-pounder 

' Oillmore, OperatioTW^ 137. 

* An attempt of this kind on the nif^ht of AupriiRt 24th, or what is called 
**the first OMRUilt on Orejrg," i» dewTibed with full particulars by the writer 
of a paper on the ** Confederate Defense of Morris Island." (See Charleston 
Year-Book^ I884.) But after diligent search for other authorities I have l)een 
anable to find anv mention whatever, hv either side, of such an occurrence. — 
J.J. 
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Parrott rifle. In one day it threw fifteen thousand pounds' weight 
of metal.* It was direeted against the exterior of the right flank 
and the interior of the right face of the work. One shot^ strik- 
ing in rever>4e the upper tier of casemates, cracked a massive 
pier entirely through and partially destmyed it. The thickness 
on the line of fire was seven fwt ; squarely acniss, five feet. 
The pier, one-half brick with a filling of concrete, had been 
built twelve years. Another evidence of this rapid power of 
destruction occurred later, on the 30th of August, when after 
eight hours' battering in the same vicinity it destroyed one entire 
casemate arch, bringing down the terrepldn with gim, carriage, 
etc. These arches, built of best gray brick laid in cement, were 
twenty-two inches thick, while on the line of axis they were 
twenty-one feet long. 

The same work of destruction required three or four days 
the week before on the part of the 100- and 200-pounder rifles. 
Still more, on the 1st of September the effect of its fire wa<? to 
culminate in the fall, at the same instant, of four upper case- 
mates, with terreplein, platforms, and guns. The following 
notes relative to this powerful rifle will be found interesting in 
this place : 

"Tlie 10-inch required a little greater elevation, to attain the same 
range, than the 8-inch, but was more accurate. It was mounted on an 
iron carriage with a centre-pintle chassis, and worked with great ease. 
St^»I>s were cut in the parapet upon which Nos. 1 and 2 mounted to load: 
the projectiles were carried on hand-barrows. Unfortunately, it was 
disabled soon after opening fire by a premature explosion of a shell near 
its muzzle, which blew off about eighteen inches of its length. It was 

repaired, etc The gun was fired three hundred and seventy times 

after this, without any appreciable diflference in the range or accuracy 
being noticed. Subsequently, it was completely disabled by continued 
premature explosions of shells near the muzzle." (Gillmore, Appendix.) ' 

It was on the 24th of August, at the close of the day, that 

» W. W. 11. Davis. 

* ''The 300-ponn<ler gave preat trouble before it was got into position. It 
wjis transported more than a mile from the dock through deep sands and 
aiToss senii-inarsli overflowed by the tide. It broke down three sling-oarts. 
It was aljoiit a week on tlie wav, and in the davtiine it was covered with brush 
and weinls to conceal it from the enemy." ((General Davis, Phiiadelphia TimeSj 
*' Annals of the War." i 
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Colonel J. F. Gilmer,* chief engioeer of bureau, and Lieutenant- 
Colon(»l I). B. Harris, chief engineer of de))artroent, reached the 
fort, under onlers from Greneral Beaun^rd, to convene a coun- 
cil of defense with officers of the poat. Accordingly, Colonel 
Rhett, Major Blanding, and Captain Harleston of the garrison, 
with Lieutenant Johnson, engineer in charge, met the senior 
engineers in conference. The minutes of the conference have 
been preserved in full by General Beaureganl,^ and may be 
read also in the Apj)endix of this chapter. 

The chief engineers, on returning to. the city, reported to the 
general commanding that they had visited the fort, " made a 
careful examination of its condition, and held a consultation 
with a |)ortion of its offiwrs." So far from thinking it advis- 
able to abandon the fort, they thought it should be held to the 
last extremity. '* How long it may hold out," they say, " is 
now only a matter of conjecture, but there are many elements 
of defense within the fort in its present shattered condition 
which if properly used may enable a resolute garrison to hold 

• Head-quarters Dept.of South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida, ) 

Charleston, S. C, August 31, 1863. ) 

{General Orders Xo. 95.) 

Major-General J. F. Gilmer, P. A. C. S., having reported for duty in con- 
nection with the defense of Charleston, is announced to the forces as Becotid in 
commaml to the commanding general. lie will be obeyed and respected accord- 
ingly. 

By command of General Beauregard. 

(Signed) Thomas Jordan, 

C^i^ of Staff. 
Official : Clifton H. Smith, 

A. A. General. 
September 2d. 

• 

This officer, a native of North Carolina, was graduated at West Point in 
1839, and was appointed the same year lieutenant of Engineers, serving in the 
United States army, and rising to the rank of major. He resigned at the 
outbreak of the war, and entered the Confederate army under General A. 
Sidney Johnston. He participated in the battles of Fort Henry, Donel- 
son, and Shiloh, bein^ wounded at the latter place. Subsequently he rose 
to be colonel and chief engineer at Richmond ; and then, having been 
ordered to Charleston, he was made major-general and ranked second in 
command. AAer the war he made Savannah, Georgia, his home, and there 
he die<l Dec. 1, 1883. 

' Military Operations, vol. ii. chapter xxxiii. 
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it for many days/' The commanding general approved their 
report with emphatic words, as follows: 

Head-quarteks Depart. S. C, Ga., and Flobida, ) 
Charleston, S. C, Aug. 26, 1863. ) 

(Indorse7nenf.) 

The opinion of Colonel Gihnor and Lieutenant-Colonel Harris of the 
Engineers is approved. Fort Sumter must be held to the last extremity 
— i. e, not surrendered until it become« impossible to hold it longer with- 
out an unnecessary sacritice of human life. Evacuation of the fort must 
not be contemplated an instant without positive orders from these head- 
quarters. G. T. Beauregard, 

General Comdg, 

As the bombardment progressed the garrison as well as the 
working force would be actively employed every night, the 
former in the removal of powder, ordnance, and other stores 
from the fort ; the latter in unloading material for repairs and 
in preserving shelter for the garrison and itself. Over fifty-six 
thousand j>ounds of jx)wdcr, together with large quantities of 
shells, loaded and unloaded, were shipj>ed — a delicate and dan- 
gerous operation at any time, and particularly so under fire, 
though at night, it must be sjiid, the fire would be greatly slack- 
ened. Yet the crowded, narrow passages within the fort and 
the hurry at the wharf, together with the always limited trans- 
portation by lx)ats, made this part of the garrison's duty to be 
as anluous as it was important. 

Changes, too, were going on in the garrison itself. Colonel 
Rhett continued in command, with Major Blanding and a few 
companies ; but Lieutenant-Colonel Yates had l)een transferred 
to the command of Fort Johnson in the inner harbor. And 
w'hen it l)ecamc necessarv to relieve all but one artillerv com- 
pany — viz. Captain D. G. Fleming's, Company B — detachments 
of infantry from Colquitt's brigade of Georgians wevQ sent down 
to the number of one hundred and fifty, under the c^ommaud of 
Captain Cr. W. Wartlien. This occurred on the night of the 
25th-26th of August, and from that date forwanl the garrison con- 
sisted mainly of infantry, with, usually, one company of artillery. 

As the guns of Sumter were becimiing dismounted or disable<l, 
sometimes at the rate of five or six a day, thev would be more 
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or less encuml)ered with the ruined masonry, the splintered 
woodwork of the carriages, and the heavy irons of the plat- 
forms. But, though oi^en completely covered up on the dan- 
gerous crest of the shattered walls or protruding through the 
caving, treacherous slopes of the ruined casemates, these guns, 
invaluable to the commanding general for the defense of the 
inner harbor, were never for a moment forgotten by him. As 
soon as the heavy firing of the first period of the bombardment 
had slackened, General Beauregard made inquiry about them. 
Although it was thought at first to be impracticable to remove 
them under such difficulties, and a report from the artillerists 
was so made, yet the general commanding found in John Fraser 
Mathewes, assistant engineer, a man whose nerve, energy, and 
perseverance proved equal to the task. On the night of August 
27th he began operations with a gang of picked men, and before 
morning he had thrown down from the paraj^et, upon a cushion 
of sandbags laid for the purpose on the berme at the water's 
edge, two of the heaviest guns in the fort, made ready thus to 
be removed on a float the next night. Difficulty seemed to him 
nothing but opjwrtunity. The slippery footing, the crumbling 
masses beneath the monstrous gun, the labor necessary to raise 
it, often up the hill of niins, before it could be prepared to take 
its plunge of thirty or forty feet down from the top of the wall 
to the sandbags placed to receive it ; then the tedious work of 
moving the gun from the tide-washed rocks to tlie float rising 
and falling with the swell of the sea, — all these were obstacles 
overcome to the saving of the guns and to the honor of this 
determined man. Others, encouraged by his success, did as 
well afterward ; but Mathewes b^^n and continued for six 
months, i^t intervals, the rescue of these guns from the ruins 
of Fort Sumter. His merits were promptly recognized and 
commended in a special order from department headquarters. 
He was often assisted on the water by an officer and men of the 
naval force in the harbor. Upward of twenty-five guns and 
mortars were thus recovered. Lieutenant Julius M. Rhett, First 
South Carolina Artillery, serving at Fort Sumter, put over the 
walls for shipment six or seven of the finest guns between the 
29th of August and the 4th of September : this was done with 
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the labor of men from his own company, and deserves to be 
honorably mentioned. 

An accident occurred on the night of the 30th of August, 
toward the morning of the 31st, which might have proved very 
fatal and disastrous. Troojw sent on board the transport- 
steamer Sumter to relieve the batteries on Morris Island had 
been successfully landed at Cumming's Point, and the boat was 
returning to the city by the channel between Sullivan's Island 
and Fort Sumter, when through some neglect in showing signals 
she was fired into by Fort Moultrie and speedily sunk. The 
troops on board were of the Twentieth South Carolina and the 
Twenty-thinl Georgia regiments, together with the artillery ooni- 
|>any of Captain J. Raven Mathewes — in all about six hundred 
men. Fortunately, the loss was no more than about five men 
killed, others wounded, and twenty supposed to have been 
drowned, the great body of them having been rescued by boats 
sent to their assistance from the Confederate iron-clad steamers 
ChiiM)ra and Palmetto State and from Fort Sumter. The names 
of the naval officers who assisted in this work of humanity are 
not known. The boats' crews from Fort Sumter were made up 
from the garrison, and commanded by Lieutenants Iredell Jones 
and Henry M. Stuart,* who exerted themselves indefatigably in 
this volunteer sorviw. 

In the oj)orations against Morris Island it has been shown in 
the previous chaptor that the naval force under Rear-Admiral 
Dahlgrcn roally took a vorv active and important part. But 
aerainst Fort Suintor the navv had hitherto done verv little. 
Whether it was an understood thing that the army must deal 
with the fort and leave the navv to move on the obstructions, or 
whether a wholesome k^sson given on the 7th of April, 1863, 
was still remembered, cannot now be determined. It appears 
from the admiral's despatches that he did "attempt to pass the 
forts" on the nights of the 21st and 26th of August. On the 
first night he was prevented by the grounding of the Passaic; 
on the second by " bad weather, and chiefly the setting in of a 
strong flood-tide."' 

^ Afterward killed nt the battle of Avervsboro', North Carolina, 
'(iillmore. Appendix H. 
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On neither occasion did he engage the forts. A rec^nnoissauce, 
with some firing, was made by him about noon on the 31st of 
August^ the. Pataj)sco and Weehawken exchanging shots with 
Sullivan's Island, and later i^i the day, when they were joined 
by the Passaic and Montauk. The rough weather on the night 
of the 30th again prevented his movement. At last, on the 
night of the 1st of September, after a verj' heavy caimonade all 
day by the land-batteries, the admiral came in, but yet no nearer 
than DuPont came in daylight on the 7th of April — viz. eight 
hundred yartls off the eastern angle of Sumter and fully a half 
mile from the dreaded obstructions. But his captains could now 
with impunity occupy a position from which they had before 
been driven. 

About half-past eleven o'clock six monitors, the admiral 
having his flag on the Weehawken, took position at from 700 
to 1500 yards off the fort and opened heavily upon it. They 
were joined two hours later by the New Ironsides, coming within 
1500 yards, and seen dimly from the fort through a m(K>nlight 
much obscured by clouds. The guns from Sullivan's Island 
quickly resixmded to them, and for five hours the firing was 
vigorously sustained. In that time the squadron " fired 245 
shots and received in all 71 hits ; of these the InMisides fired 
50 and received 7 ; the Passaic was hit seven times, the Montauk 
five times, and the Patapsco, among several hits, received one 
severe, penetrating shot on her deck." A round shot from Foit 
Moultrie, striking the base of the Weehawken's turret, "dmve 
in a fragment of iron, which struck Fleet-Captain O. C. Badger 
on the leg and broke it short." 

Fort Sumter had clause to remember this night-attack. The 
east wall was now mudi battered and shaken by the heavy blows 
of the Xl-inch and XV-inch shells thrown bv the armored ves- 
sels. Every casemate on that side, both upi)er and lower, was 
breached, and the filled chambers exposed more or less to view re- 
vealed to observers in the fleet the white sand within their recesses. 
Four shells entered and expkxled in these filled chambers, but with 
little effect. Many others took the western ramparts and case- 
mates in reverse, adding to the ruin already there. But the most 
dangerous fire was delivered on the western magazine with shells 
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thrown over the eastern angle and searching the magazine in 
reverse. Three or four of these were alarming. One burst in 
the outer passage of the upper magazine, whence all powder had 
l)een removed, but sent its blast down the spiral stair-tower into 
the outer passage of the lower magazine. Both doors of copper 
l)eing closed no harm was done. Another shell, about to enter 
the arched passage from the parade to the magazine and hospital, 
was effectually stopped by the sand-covered blindage erected at 
its entrance some davs before. 

Colonel Rhett in crossing the parade had a narrow escape 
from the bursting of a large shell, which wounded slightly his 
orderly walking just behind him. 

The squadron withdrew at daybreak of the 2d, two of the 
monitors lingering as if to look for the effects of their fire. 
This attack upon Fort Sumter, in the time of its duration and 
the weight of metal thrown at the fort, was twice as severe as 
that of the 7th of April. But how different the receptions met 
by the squadron ! Instead of a crashing res])onse from Sum-> 
t<T's batteries there was no reply. In grim silence the fort took 
these blows of assassination, for there was not left now a single 
gun to fire in its defense. The only two 10-inch columbiads 
loft on the right flank had been put over the shattered paraj>et 
the night before, and the garrison detail was preparing to do the 
same with the Xl-inch (Keokuk) p:un when the squadron ap- 
p(»arcd. Being blockeil uj), out of fighting gear, it could not 
Ix? used. 

The condition of the fort after this jsevere attack bv the iron- 
clad scpiadron was worst* than ever. Not only had it narrowly 
escaped an explosion that might have resulted from three shells 
striking in close proximity to its only magazine then in use, 
whore several thousiind pounds of powder yet remained store<l, 
hut the actual loas of material, from the battering and disinte- 
gration of the eastern s(«rp-wall in j)ai'ticular, reduced very 
seriously the chancres of ])rotocting the garrison from that direc- 
tion. True, the fire in reverse which so thi'catened the maga- 
zine ha<l lx»on provided against by carofiil planning and the 
completion of massive sandbag work just in time: true, the 
falling away of great blocks and masses, showered down from 
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the exterior of the eastern wall when the XV-inch shells would 
strike and explode, served but to reveal to the observer in the 
squadron the sand-filling of the upper and lower casemates, 
finished four months before, and capable now of prolonged 
resistance ; but yet the return, night after night, of such ter- 
rible agents of destruction, harassing to the garrison as well 
as damaging to the fort, was something to be dreaded. Why 
such attacks were not of regular and frequent occurrence in con- 
junction with the day firing from the land-batteries, and so the 
wearing out of the fort and its defenders hastened, as it surely 
would have been, cannot be conjectured. Perhaps the navy 
felt all the while that its real mission was to push past those 
obstrudion8 — that the pounding of poor old, battered Sumter 
after the army had silenced it was as inglorious a work as the 
Ix^arding of a lion in his den after his teeth and claws had all 
been extractcil. 

This night-attack of the monitors and the New Ironsides 
may well be taken as the ending of the first bombardment of 
Fort Sumter, occupying, from the morning of the 17th of Au- 
gust to the morning of the 2d of September, a total of sixteen 
days.* There were but few places in the fort at this date that 
c»ould be called safe : these were four lower casemates of the left 
or western flank, use<l for the hospital and head-quarters, adja- 
cent to the south-wt^tern angle of the work, both the two lower 
magazines on the gorge,^ the splinter-proof blindage on each side 
of the old sally-i)ort, and two or three casemates of the right 
face contiguous to the eastern angle. The slope of debris on 



Shot and 
shell. 

* Total firing first great bombardment, first period 6009 

second " J819 

Total 6828 

Killed and 
wounded. 

Total casmlties, first period 1 k., 42 w. 

second " 1 k., 8 w. 

Total 2 k., 50 w. 

* Their "inner faces" were not "battered," as stated bv the writer of Gren- 
era! Beauregard's MUitary Operations, vol. ii. chap, xzzii. 
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the exterior of the gorge was practicable for assault, but that 
on the sea-front was not yet so ; and the filled casemates of that 
quarter and of the gorge were standing firm and unhurt. 

The fort had now lost all offensive character, but it had been 
firmly decided by the general commanding to hold it in a defen- 
sive way to the last extremity ; and it will be seen in the next 
chapter how well the new policy w^as inaugurated. 



Genera! Orders, } Adjt. and Inspector-General's Office, ) 

No. 64. i Richmond, Va., August 10, 1864. i 

I. The following Roll of Honor is published in accordance 
with Paragraph I. General Orders, No. 131, 1863. It will be 
read to every raiment in the service, at the first dress-parade 
after its receipt : 



BATTERY WAGNER, CHARLESTON HARBOR. 

Captain C. S. Hill, acting chief of ordnance. 

Captain C. E. Chichester, acting chief of artillery. 

Captain J. T. Champneys, acting chief of engineers. 

Sergeant J. T. Respess, Company B, Sixty-first North Carolina troops. 

Private Henry Winemore, Company F, Sixty-first North Carolina troops. 

BATTERY GREGG, CIIARLRSTOX HARBOR. 

Sergeant J. E. Edgerton, Company A, Twenty-fifth South Carolina In- 
fantry. 

Private E. H. Martin, Company K, Rutledge Cavalry (Fourth South 
Carolina Cavalry). 

Private W. D. Du Barry, Company E, Charleston battalion. 

Private A. (Jrimball, Marion Artillerv. 

Private V. K. Huger, Company F, Aiken's Partisan Rangers* (Sixth 
South Carolina Cavalry). 

The above-named non-commissioned officer and privates are on de- 
tached service with the Signal ("orps. 

By order : S. Cooper, 

AdjiUant and In^tpevf or- General, 



CHAPTER VIII. 

MORRIS ISLAND EVACUATED— FORT MOULTRIE ATTACKED 

-FORT SUMTER ASSAULTED. 

September 4^9, 1863. 

The Artillerists under Coix)nel Rhett relieved after their Ex- 
hausting Service— High Compliments paid them in General 
Orders — Major Stephen Elliott succeeds to the Command of 
Fort Sumter— His Garrison the Charleston Battalion of In- 
fantry — Fort Wagner's Last Bombardment — The Besiegers 
approach the Ditch— Assault in Barges made on Cumming's 
Point quickly Repulsed — The Confederates Evacuate Morris 
Island Skilfully and Successfully— Antecedents of Major 
Elliott, the new Commander— Rea r- Admiral Dahlgren de- 
mands THE Surrender of Fort Sumter— Being Refused, he 
Organizes a Naval Assault with Armed Launches— General 
Gillmore prepares another from Morris Island— Grounding 
OF THE Monitor Weehawken— Squadron moves up and Engages 
Works on Sullivan's Island — Again the Next Day, more Se- 
verely THAN ever before— Preparations for Assault on Sumter 
completed by Nightfall— Major Elliott's Dispositions for De- 
fense—Two Columns of Boats from the Fleet advance on the 
Fort after Midnight — They are met by Hot Fire of Infantry, 
Grenades, etc.— After a Struggle of Twenty Minutes the Boats 
Retreat, leaving a Large Number of their Men to be Captured 
— Extract from the Report of Commander Stevens — The De- 
fenders of Fort Sumter and the Harbor much Encouraged by 
their Success. 

It need scarcely be said that the duties of the garrison before 
and during the first bombardment were arduous and fatiguing. 
Obliged to receive the enemy's fire for sixteen days, with little 
opportunity of returning it ; to work hard, whether under fire 
or not ; to see around them nothing but an hourly increasing 
destruction ; and to feel all the dispiriting influences of the 

10 146 
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scene, — ^they began to suffer from exhaustion and to need relief. 
Enlisted and disciplined as regular troops, the first r^ment of 
South Carolina Artillery, like the first raiment of South Caro- 
lina Infantry, acting as artillery and doing duty on Sullivan's 
Island, had been brought, under a fine body of officers, to a 
high degree of soldierly excellence. Much was expected of the 
command stationed at the most prominent post in the harbor 
of Charleston and subjected to a severe ordeal. In no spirit 
of boasting or detraction from the brave defenders of Morris 
and Sullivan's Islands, or from the troops afterward garrisoning 
Fort Sumter, the first regiment of South Carolina Artillery may 
be said to have worthily deserved the commendation of the com- 
manding general.^ And special resolutions of encomium, passed 
subsequently by the State, were transmitted to Colonel Rhett as 
a tribute to himself, his officers, and the men of the garrison of 
Fort Sumter. 

As one company after another would be ordered away to make 
up the complement necessary for the new batteries arming within 
the harbor, the regiment must have been loth to turn its back 
upon the noble fort whose days of strength and order it had so 
well illustrated, but whose enduring trials of adversity it was no 
longer to sustain. More than any other officer, the colonel com- 
manding must have felt the stern reality of the change. The 
fort was no longer an artillery post, and his command was needed 
elsewhere. On the night of the 1st of September, when the 

* "Head-quarters op South Carolina, Gkoroia, and Florida, 1 

Charleston, S. C, August 27, 1863. / 

General : 

******* 

The commanding general has witnessed with genuine pride and satisfaction 
tlie (icfense made of Fort Sumter by Colonel Rhett, his officers, and the men of 
the first regiment of South Carolina Regular Artillery, noble fruits of the disci- 
jdine, application to their duties, and the soldierly bearing of officers and men, 
and of the organization of the regiment. In the annals of war no stouter de- 
fense was ever made, and no work ever before encountered as formidable a 
bombardment as that under which Fort Sumter has been successfully held. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

(Signed) Thomas Jordan, 

Chief of Staff. 
To Brigadier-General Ripley, commanding First Military District 
S. C, Charleston, S. C. 
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first bombardment closed with the naval attack on the silent 
fort, only two companies (B and C) of artillerists remained on 
duty, the garrison being made up of infantry detachments from 
the Twenty-seventh Georgia volunteers. 

So it happened that on the night of the 4th of September the 
old gave place to the new order of things. Colonel Rhett was 
put in command of the inner line of fortifications, while Major 
Stephen Elliott succeeded to the command of Fort Sumter. At 
the same time, the garrison was relieved by the Charleston bat- 
talion (infantry), 320 strong, temporarily under Major Julius 
A. Blake, commanding.^ This command, already distinguished 
at Secession ville in 1862 and on Morris Island in the protracted 
defense of Wagner, was made up of six companies — viz. A, 
Lieutenant James C. Saltus, commanding in absence of Captain 
W. Dove Walter ; B, Captain Thomas Y. Simons ; C, Captain 
James M. Mulvaney ; D, Captain J. Ward Hopkins ; E, Cap- 
tain F. T. Miles; F, Captain Samuel Lord. (For Major 
Elliott's general order on assuming command, see Appendix.) 

About this time another change also occurred at the post. 
Lieutenant John Johnson, who had been engineer in charge 
since the 7th of April, was on the 2d of September obliged 
to leave the fort on account of the aggravated condition of a 
wound rea»ived on the 17th of August. For several days F. 
Marion Hall, assistant, afterwanl lieutenant of engineers, was 
in charge until the arrival of Captain J. T. Champneys of the 
Engineers. 

All through the second period of the first bombardment the 
siege of Battery (or Fort) Wagner was proceeding with greater 
and greater difficulties. 

It has been mentioned that the approaches to Battery Wagner 
were very much impeded by the sharpshooters stationed behind 
a low sand-ridge about two hundred and forty yards in advance 
of the work. Already one effort to dislodge them had failed, 
and again another, made at dusk on the evening of the 25th, 
was unsuccessful. At length a sudden bayonet-charge, with 
large force, on the evening of the 26th, captured the rifle-pits 

* Its commander, Lieutenant-Colonel P. C. Gaillard, had been recently dis- 
abled by the loss of a hand in the defense of Fort Wagner. 
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there, and secured for the enemy a new and stronger position.^ 
But now began, over the remaining distance, the most perilous 
part of the Federal approach. It became impossible " to push 
forward the sap in the narrow strip of shifting sand by day, 
. . . . while the brightness of the prevailing harvest moon 
rendered the operation almost as hazardous by night." For 
besides the increasing effectiveness of the artillery fire from 
Wagner and the. distant flanking-batteries on James Island, 
tlie sappers now encountered " an elaborate and ingenious sys- 
tem of torjiedo-mines, to be exploded by the tread of persons 
walking over them." Sixty loaded shells and water-tight kegs 
of two gallons' capacity were so placed. Six were exploded by 
the sapix?r8, with twelve casualties. Yet, though the daily losses 
were increasing and the progress was almost arrested, such were 
the ]X)wers of the attack, its resources and skill, that the order had 
only to be issued for the entire weight of army and navy artil- 
lery to be brought down upon the devoted little fort to have it 
I)erfectly silenced and the siege allowed to proceed to its conclu- 
sion. Thus, General Gillmore decided to concentrate on Wag- 
ner the tremendous fire of one 10-ineh rifle, four 8-inch rifles, 
nine 6-inch rifles, and ten 30-poundcr rifles — in all twenty-four 
rifle-jjjuns, together with seventeen mortars. These were to be 
supj>orted by the powerful batteries of the New Ironsides and 
the other vessels of the armored squadron, adding to the land 
fire at least twenty more of the heaviest naval guns ever used in 
warfare. The grand total would roach between sixty and seventy 
guns and mortars,^ against Wagner's twelve effective guns. 

* The larger part of the picket force, alwut seventy, were taken prisoners; 
they were of the Sixty-first North Carolina regiment. The charge was made 
hv the Twentv-fourth Massachusetts vohinteers-, Colonel F. Osborne command- 
ing, supported by the Third New Hampshire volunteers, Captain Randlett 
commanding, total about 1500, and gave no time for escape, the lines being 
only some twenty-five or thirty yards apart at ime jwint. 

* For the week prei'eding this final bombardment of Wagner the engineer 
in charge, Captain J. W. Gregorie, reported as follows: "The para|)et8 of this 
work are in as gootl condition to-day as at any time since I have been on duty 
nt this post. I consider all the magazines and bombproofs secure from direct 
or vertical fire — the guns all in working order, except the 10-inch columbiad 
in the northernmost chamber. It recpiires a working-party of 200 men every 
night and 1000 sandbags to keep the fort up to its present standard." The 
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Accordingly, at daybreak on the morning of the 5th of Sep- 
tember all this artillery opened upon Fort Wagner, and in a 
short while silenced it. The garrison, about 900 men, could 
not stand to the guns, and betook itself to the best cover to be 
found. It is a mistake to suppose it was, as a whole, sheltered 
in the bombproof; hardly one-half could have endured the heat 
and crowding of those close quarters: a portion, about two 
hundred, were stationed without and to the rear in the low 
sandhills affording some natural cover. All that day and 
night, the day after, and some part of the night following, the 
garrison, suffering considerable loss and constantly increasing dis- 
comforts almost as great as dangers, continued firm in its heroic 
fortitude under a fire seldom if ever before equalled in severity, 
and certainly never \yefoTe directed at so small an object. The 
land-batteries threw 1663 rifle projectiles and 1553 mortar shells. 
The New Ironsides contributed 488 shells in the same time, and, 
together with that of the monitors, the total fire must have been 
little short of 4000 shots in forty-two hours. In addition to 
this, a boat-attack, planned to capture Battery Gr^g and Cum- 
ming's Point in the rear of Wagner, so as to cut off the retreat 
of the garrison, was made in force on the night of the 5th of 
September, and signally failed with considerable lass. It was 
to have been made the night l)efore, but some alarm was given 
by the musketry firing attending the capture of a Confederate 
picket-boat, and Battery Gregg was fi)und too ready. 

The second attempt was more of an affair, but was not more suc- 
cessful. Colonel L. M. Keitt prepared for it by sending that morn- 
ing Captain Henry R. Lesesne, First South Carolina Artillery, 
to take command of Battery Gregg, and by reinforcing the point 
with infantry after dark. While the troops were taking posi- 
tion two valuable lives were lost. Captain J. R. Haines, Twen- 
ty-eighth Georgia, and Lieutenant R. A. Blum, Twenty-fifth 
South Carolina volunteers, being killed by a mortar shell. 
Two monitors shelled Battery Gr^g heavily from dark till 
about one o'clock. Then, within a half hour, a column of 

armament at this date was fourteen heavy, two light guns, and one mortar. 
The garrison of Morris Island, for the same {^eriod, varied from 1000 to 1500 
men. 
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some twenty barges filled with soldiers and manned by sailors 
from the fleet vraa discovered approaching the point through 
Vincent's Creek, on the western side of the island. Captain 
Lesesne, waiting for them until they were within one hundred 
yards of the shore, opened with his 10-inch gun, followed by 
the howitzers, and the infantry commenced firing shortly after- 
ward. " The enemy returned the fire with their boat-howitzers 
and musketry. A few succeeded in landing, but quickly returned 
to their boats. After the fire had been kept up for about fifteen 
minutes the whole force returned." (Captain Lesesne's report 
See Appendix.) The Union force was to have been 500, but 
only about one-third embarked. They were commanded by 
Major O. S. Sanford, Seventh Connecticut. The artillery of 
the battery was supported by Major James Grardner, Twenty- 
seventh Georgia, commanding infantry, and by two field-how- 
itzers stationed to the right of the work, where they were served 
by Lieutenant E. W. Macbeth, First South Carolina Infantry, 
"with gallantry and skill." 

A calcium light stationed at the left of the second parallel 
was used by the attack with great success to illuminate the 
parapet and higher parts of Wagner, so as to deter from any 
effort at repairing by night the damages of the day. It was 
hardly necessary. In the effort to repair damages on the night 
of the 5th, Colonel Keitt rcjwrted a loss in killed and wounded 
of sixty to eighty men of the working-party alone. So plain 
was the crisis now become that Brigadier-General Gillmore 
decided to assault the work at nine o'clock on the morning of 
the 7th, and all preparations were made for that end. 

The sapfiers, though unmolested by the fire of the w^ork 
itself, were made to suffer by the long-range fire of the flank- 
ing-batteries on James Island until the approach became so 
near as to endanger the garrison. This period was reached 
when the saj) was about to push by the south face toward the 
clase of the second day. Thenceforward the sappers had noth- 
ing to fear, not even any longer the torpedoes ; but, entirely 
under cover of the east or sea-front, they advanc^ nearlv to 
the flank of that front, where they finished their labors and 
entered the ditch about ten o'clock that night (September 6th). 
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As might have been expected, the effect of such a bombardment 
(forty-two hours) was to damage the work more seriously than 
ever before, to put an entire stop to all repairs, and to disable 
guns. But, though neither the magazine nor the bombproof 
quarters for the garrison had been breached, the endurance of the 
sturdy little fort was finally coming to be questioned. Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Harris, chief engineer, visited the island under the 
fiery storm of the 6th with special orders from (Jeneral Beau- 
r^ard to inspect damages and give his opinion. He advised 
its immediate evacuation, and orders were issued to Colonel L. 
M. Keitt, commanding at Battery Wagner, about 4 p. M., to 
effect it that night. This very delicate and critical oi)eration 
was carefully planned at head-quarters, and carried out with 
almost perfect success. The two Confederate iron-clads assisted 
with their boats, under Lieutenant W. H. Ward, of the Pal- 
metto State, together with Lieutenants C. L. Stanton, C. H. 
Hasker, and W. H. Odenheimer ; and Colonel Keitt, ably sus- 
tained by Lieutenant-Colonel O. M. Dantzler, Twentieth South 
Carolina, in charge of transportation, by Lieutenant-Colonel 
J. G. Pressly, Twenty -fifth South Carolina, and Major Henry 
Bryan, A. A. General, had the satisfaction of completing the 
movement shortly after midnight Two or three boats con- 
taining forty-six soldiers and sailors under Lieutenant Hasker 
were captured by the Union pickets. (For Colonel Keitt^s 
full report and Captain Huguenin's graphic journal see Ap- 
pendix.) 

Thus terminated the siege of Battery Wagner, memorable for 
its duration of fifty-eight days, for the persevering skill dis- 
played in the attack, and for the sturdy resistance of the defense. 
History will promote it from a battery to a fort, but it was 
always known to the Confederates as "Battery Wagner." In 
conjunction with Battery Gr^g at Cumming^s Point, it had re- 
pulsed three assaults of the enemy, and stood without any serious 
damage to the last one of the heaviest bombardments on record. 
(For a tabulated statement of details, see p. 273, " R^sumd and 
Conclusion.") The highest compliments were paid to the com- 
mander of the Union forces by his superiors at Washington.^ 

* " General Gillmore's operations have been characterized by great profea- 
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And yet the Confederates were not witliout their satisfaction also 
in having made a stand for the protection of Charleston that 
availed them to the end of the war. For the conquest which 
they left to the enemy was fruitless ; the barren island was but 
a barren trophy. 

The hardships of defense in Wagner were certainly greater 
while they lasted than those endured in Sumter. They have 
been well described by Major Gilchrist in the Charledon Year^ 
Book (1 884), an extract from which is given in the note below.* 

sional 'skill and boldness. He has overcome difficulties almost unknown in 
modem sieges. Indeed, his operations on Morris island constitute a new era 
in the science of engineering and gunnery.'' (Report of Mtyor-Generai Hal- 
leck, general-in-chief, 15th of November, 1863.) 

' ** From the 20th of July was a period of simple endurance on Morris 
Island. Night and day, with scarcely any intermission, the hurtling shell 
burst over and within it. F^ach day, often from early dawn, the New Iron- 
sides or the monitors, sometimes all together, steamed up and delivered their 
terrific broadsidi-s, shaking the fort to its centre. The noiseless coehom shells, 
falling vertically, searched out the secret recesses, almost invariably claiming 
victims. The burning sim of a Southern summer, its heat intensified by the 
reflection of the white sand, scofched and blistered the unprotected garrison, 
or the more welcome rain and storm wet them to the skin. An intolerable 
stench from the unearthed dead of the previous conflict, the carcasses of cav- 
alry horses lying where they fell in the rear, and barrels of putrid meat 
thrown out on the beach, sickened the defenders. A large and brilliantly 
colored fly, attract e<l by the feast and unseen before, inflicted wounds more 
painful, though less dangerous, than the shot of the enemy. Water was 
scarcer than whiskey. The fo(Kl, however good when it started for its desti- 
nation, by exfKJsure, first on the wharf in Charleston, then on the beach at 
Cumming's Point, being often forty-eight hours /n transitu, was unfit to eat. 
The unventilated bonibproofs, filled with the smoke of lamps and the smell 
of blood, were intolerable, so that one endured the risk of shot and shell 
rather than seek their shelter. 

"The incessant din of its own artillery, as well :>s the bursting shells of the 

foe, prevented sleep The casualties were not numerous, an<l Vet each 

day added to the list n( killed and wounded. Amputate<l limbs were brought 
out from the hospital and buried in the sand. Often Ixnlies followed them. 
Only as a special favor, or where high rank claimetl the privilege, were the 
dead carried to the citv for interment. There were few in the batterv who 
could not tell of some narrow escape where a movement of position only had 
saved life. Nor can we s|KM.'ify the instancies of personal heroism where all 
were brave : so often was the flag rescueil and rernoimted that onlers were 
issued by the commanding general forbidding it : flau:s were many, but men 
were few. Thus the days lengthened into weeks, the weeks into months, while 
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After the 17th of August, when tlie breaching-batteries of 
Morris Island were openeil on Fort Sumter and its demolition 
assured, the holding any longer of the northern end of the island 
by the Confederates might appear to have been an unnecessar}' 
effort. Greneral Gillmore says truly : " Neither Fort Wagner 
nor Battery Gregg possessed any s{)jecial importance as a defense 
against the passage of the iron-clad fleet. They were simply 
outpasts of Fort Sumter. Fort Wagner, in particular, was spe- 
cially designed to prevent the erection of breaching-batteries 
against that work. It was valueless to the enemy if it failed to 
accomplish that end, for the fleet in entering was not obliged to 
go within effective range of its guns." Why, then, it may be 
asked, was the northern end of Morris Island held by the Con- 
federates for three weeks after it had been demonstrated that 
Wagner was valueless to them as an outpost of Sumter ? The 
answer is, General Beauregard estimated h, if no longer an out- 
post of Fort Sumter, as indeed an outpost of the city of Charles- 
ton, and he held it long enough to enable him to gain three 
weeks in perfecting the defenses of James Island and the inner 
harbor. 

The strat^y of the Confederate commander, determined by 
the difficulty of maintaining communications with Cumming's 
Point, appears to have been rather to keep the Union army 

the brave and patient defenders individually atood face to face with death and 
endured in many instances what was worse. 

" Nor was the garrison inactive. For the blows received blows were given. 
Several monitors retired worsted from the encounter, and were not seen again. 
Explosions in the advancing works of the enemy showed the accuracy of the 
Confederate fire ; while every night, through the weary hours lengthening 
into new days, the working-parties swarmed over the fort to repair the 
damage done to bombproof, parapet, and traverses. Fighting from early mom 
to set of sun, and working through the livelong night, comprised their sum 
of life and daily experience. 

** It was not possible for human endurance tx) stand this mental and physical 
strain long. As each command became exhausted it was relieved, and fresh 
troops took its place. Six days was the longest period of any command ; the 
infantry served only three days at a time. And no greater proof can be had 
of their courage and devotion than that, with personal knowledge of the 
perilous nature of the service, the same commands returned time and again, 
with full ranks, and even greater esprit de corps as the fierce struggle grew 
more intense.'' 
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occupied with the stniggle for Morris Island than to contest its 
advance in that quarter with much seriousness. A diversion 
from the unfinished defenses of James Island and the inner 
harbor was to his mind so desirable an object that to gain it he 
gave up the outlying works of Morris Island with little hesita- 
tion after having derived from them for Charleston the benefits 
they failed to give Fort Sumter. He appears to have thought. 
If an army must threaten Charleston it had better he allowed to 
operate on the exterior, in the long cul-de-sac of Morris Island, 
than on the interior in the broad and spacious ranges of James 
Island. No one will deny that the sequel justified this opinion. 
With this principle of defense kept in view, it may be candidly 
admitted that in two particulars, pointed out by General Gill- 
more, the sjiecial defense of Battery Wagner was faulty — viz. 
the disuse of vigorous night-sorties and of mortar-firing. From 
numerous admissions in the reports of Federal oflSoers, it is plain 
that if even the single mortar occasionally fired from Wagner 
had l)een well served upon the sappers they would have been 
seriously delayed ;^ while, if the Confederates had mounted four 
or five mortars to the rear of the gorge under cover of its 
parapet, and had served them with any spirit, it is highly 
probable that the approach of a sap over that narrow front 
could have been entirely arrested, notwithstanding the immense 
preponderance of the enemy's artillery. 

Now that Morris Island was evacuated and destined before 
long to be fortified by the Federals up to the northern limit, 
Cumming's Point, it became evident that Fort Sumter was more 
than ever on " the perilous edge of battle." Henceforth it was 
to he the nearest of all the forts and batteries to the enemy. 
From having been a citadel, it had become an exjwsed outpost, 
an advanced work in ruin. Brave officers, who had watched it 
day by day crumbling under the heavy fire and losing all its fair 
proportions, grew disheartcne<l at the sight, and gave it as their 
candid military opinion that the holding of it any longer would 
be impossible or would amount to a mere sacrifice of the gar- 
rison. But this was little in ac(»ord with the mind and purpose 
of General Beauregard. He had from the first oi)ening of the 

» See Gillmore, pages 213-216. 
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bombardment determined to withdraw the artillerists from the 
work, and to supply their place with infantry ; but he kept it a 
profound secret, not wishing to discourage or reflect upon the 
old*garrison, composed of as true and gallant officers and men, 
from their colonel down to the last private, as he had ever 
seen. 

The decision of the commanding general to hold Fort Sumter 
with no thought of surrender was received Mrith enthusiasm by 
the people of South Carolina, and generously adopted by her 
sister States of the Confederacy. The defense assumed from 
this time greater importance than ever. Pride and sentiment 
were enlisted in it. The military spirit of the troops around 
Charleston was stirred and stimulated. The fort was henceforth 
regarded as the post of honor. 

It has been mentioned in this chapter that the new com- 
mander, Major Stephen Elliott, entered upon his duties only 
two days before the evacuation of Morris Island. This officer, 
at the earliest period of the war captain of the Beaufort (Light) 
Artillery, saw his first service in November, 1861, when Com- 
modore DuPont captured the forts at Port Royal Entrance, 
South Carolina. Later, in the next year, he took an active 
and prominent part with his light battery in the repulse of the 
Union force at Pocotaligo in the same vicinity. With his 
superior officers he stood well ; and (Jeneral Beauregard, from 
knowing him personally and hearing his good report for gal- 
lantry and self-reliance, sent for him. Being asked by the gen- 
eral if he was willing to assume command of the ruins of Fort 
Sumter on condition that his garrison should be limited to a 
certain number, and that the Federal flag should never be seen 
floating over the spot while the department was under himself. 
Major Elliott's eyes brightened, and he answered the general 
that he would be happy to do so. He was then told that before 
making his definite answer he would be expected to go there for 
twenty-four or forty-eight hours to know exdctiy "what he 
would be ordered to encounter." He went, and returned in 
less than twenty-four hours, saying that he was "anxious to 
have the position," and that he " would carry out my instruc- 
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tions or die in the attempt. His orders were given him at 



onee.^' * 



Having been informed before daylight of the 7th of Septem- 
ber by Brigadier-Greneral Gillmore that the Confederates had 
evacuated the island, the rear-admiral sent in a flag of truce 
demanding the surrender of Fort Sumter. It was met by a 
boat from the Palmetto State,' and the demand taken by the 
officer in charge, Lieutenant Robert J. Bowen, C. S. N., to 
Major Elliott, commanding, al>out 8 a. m. The answer sent 
was that a definite reply would be returned as soon as he could 
communicate with the commander of the department. The def- 
inite reply c*ame in these terms : " Inform Admiral Dahlgren 
tliat he may have Fort Sumter when he can take and hold it." 

Captain F. T. Miles of the Charleston battalion was the 
bearer of the reply from Fort Sumter, and was, through some 
misunderstanding, fired upon repeatedly by the batteries on Sul- 
livan's Island. He resolutely persisted, however, in his course, 
and the fire after a time ceased. The rear-admiral had told 
l>oth Brigadier- General Gillmore and the Secretary of War 
that he meant to follow up the demand, if refused, by instant^ 
ly moving on the fort and obstructions with all his vessels. 
But this purpose was changed on second thought, and another 
substituted for it — viz. a night-assault with marines and sailors 
in laimches from the fleet. 

Several events of intere^^t (Kx^urred l)efore the new project 
could be tried. While the messages by flag of truce were in 

* The alx^ve is from a private letter written by (ieneral Beanreganl to the 
autlior, dated Septeiid)er 10, 1869. Major Klliott (bom 2Gth of ()ctol)er, 18,S0) 
was at the time of assuming command of Fort Sumter about thirty-three years 
old. lie was promoted to be lieutenant-colonel in November, 1863. He ctm- 
tinned in command of the fort until orderetl to Virginia in command of a 
regiment. May 4, 1864. Serving chiefly in front of Petersburg, he soon (20th 
of May) arose to Ik; brigadier-general ; was severely wounded at the " Crater 
fight;" returned to South Carolina and commanded a brigade in the battles of 
Averyslx>ro' and Itentonville, North Carolina. His health failing after the 
war from the eflect of his wound, he died in Aiken, S. ('., February 21, 1866. 

* (ieneral Beauregard had some days before asked Flag-Officer Tucker to 
take jwsition with his iron-clad vessels between Battery Bee, Sullivan's Isl- 
and, and Fort Sumter. 
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transmission the monitor Weehawken, Coihmander E. R. Col- 
houn, was carrying out some order when she grounded in 
eleven feet of water in the narrow channel between Fort Sum- 
ter and Cumming's Point. This was on the morning of the 
7th and on the ebb of the tide. Efforts to get her off at high 
water in the afternoon failed, although the awident did not 
l)ecome known to the Confederates until the next morning. 
Meanwhile, the rear-admiral ordered the New Ironsides and 
the monitors to move up about 6 P. M. and engage the batteries 
of Sullivan's Island. This they did heavily, the Ironsides alone 
firing 152 shots at Fort Moultrie and receiving a severe return, 
the Patapsco also being badly damaged by Battery Bee; the 
Weehawken Ixiing present, but fast aground. The firing ceased 
when it grew too dark to see, about nine o'clock, and the ves- 
sels retired to render all possible assistance to their disabled 
(»mrade.* 

The lookout from Fort Sumter discovered early the next 
morning (8th of Septeml)er) what the condition of the Wee- 
hawken really was, and Major Elliott soon communicated the 
intelirgence to the other posts. By half-past eight o'clock 
Fort Moultrie, distant 2000 yards, opened upon the stranded 
monitor, now exj)osing nearly the third part of her hull above 
water ; Battery Hoc joined in the firing, and Battery Simkins 
also, from Shell Point, James Island, sent compliments to the 
same inviting object. But, though dangerously exposed, the 
monitor was neither disabled nor non-combatant. So far from 
it, Commander Colhoun made a very gallant fight under all his 
disadvantages. The second shell fired by him at Fort Moultrie 
from his XV-inch gun' "struck the muzzle of an 8-inch colum- 
biad and glanced into some shell-boxes," producing an explosion 
that killed sixteen and wounded twelve men of the garrison ;* 
and altogether in the course of the day the doughty officer fired 
eighty-two times at Sullivan's Island and Fort Sumter. But 

^ Colonel William Butler, commanding the artillery, reports the lo9s of 
First Lieutenant E. A. Erwin at Beauregard Battery, killed in this engage- 
ment. 

* Armored Vesschy Ex. Doc, page 235. 

' Colonel Butler's report, September 12, 1863, Appendix. 
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his escape from destruction was due to the diversion made in his 
favor by the other vessels of the squadron ; for his monitor was 
hit twenty-four times, and the damages required sixteen days 
for repair : three of the crew were wounded ; the vessel was got 
afloat again about 4 P. M. (See Appendix to this chapter.) 

The diversion made by the rear-admiral to cover his endan- 
gered monitor began about 11a. m., and led to what was prob- 
bably the severest naval engagement in American history up to 
that time. The New Ironsides, together with the Patapsoo, 
Lehigh, Nahant, Montauk, and Passaic, came to anchor from 
1400 to 900 yards distant from Fort Moultrie, and for nearly 
three hours delivered by far the heaviest cannonade heard from 
the naval force off Charleston harbor. The Confederate works 
suffered no damage of much importance : of about thirty en- 
gaged, two guns were dismounted, and, mainly, the casualties 
were thase already mentioned in connection with one shell fired 
by the Weehawken. The total killed were 19, and wounded 27 ; 
among the latter was Lieutenant D. B. DeSaussure. 

To a looker-on from Fort Sumter that day the Federal navy 
seemed to have altogether the best of it ; for the stranded monitor 
got off with flying colors, and the Confederate batteries appeared 
to be silenced more than ouce. Colonel Butler, commanding the 
artillery on Sullivan's Island, reported that his fire was weak- 
ened on account of the scant amount of ammunition on hand. 
NeverthelesH, the fight made by both sides was equally deter- 
mined if not equally furious. Captain S. C. Rowan, who com- 
manded the New Ironsides, testified in his report : " The fire of 
the forts slackened down to an occasional gun, when I directed 
a slow fire kept up to economize shell. The moment the enemy 
discovere<l this he jumped from behind his sandbags and opened 
ra])idly. I renewed our rapid fire and silenced him again." 
{Armored Vesack, page 240.) 

In fact, this ship never did so well l)efi)re or after : her pow- 
erful batteries of Xl-inch guns thundered with a rapidity and 
a weight of metal that far sui-passeil the fire of the monitors. 
She fircKl 183 rounds, was hit 70 times, and yet her captain 
thinks of no damage worthy to be reported. 

The effect of the explosion of that pile of loaded shells in 
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Fort Moultrie must have been terrible and trying in the ex- 
treme. Nearly all of Captain R. Press Smith's company were 
killed or wounded by it/ the captain himself narrowly escap- 
ing by leaping into the ditch in front of the fort. To supply 
its place, another company of the same raiment (First South 
Carolina Infantry, regulars), under the command of Captain 
Burgh S. Burnet, was led, under the severe fire, from Battery 
Beauregard to Fort Moultrie, a distance of about eight hundred 
yards. (See Confederate reports in Appendix to this chapter.) 

Two circumstances remain to be wondered at in the chron- 
icle of this engagement. One is, that the Confederate gunners 
suffered the Weehawken to escape ; and the other is, that the 
Federal squadron did not push on past the batteries up to 
and beyond the obstructions. To the close of the war the 
obstructions appeared to be more dreaded by the navy than the 
batteries which commanded them. The squadron never again 
made such an attack as this of the 8th of September. It must 
be said, however, that the obstructions of rope-nettings with 
toq)edoes at this date were incomparably superior to those with- 
out torpedoes on the 7th of April of the same year, when Fort 
Sumter was attacked by Rear-Admiral DuPont, and Captain 
John Rodgers in the lead declined to use his torpedo-raft upon 
a threatening array of floating beer-barrels. The moral effect 
of these invisible dangers will always be felt in torpedo- war- 
fare, whatever may be the provision made to meet them;' but 
it is \evy strange that the nature of those at the entrance to 
Charleston harbor, together with their constantly recurring 
derangement and inefficiency, continued for nearly two years 
undiscovered by the United States navy. 

It appears from the Diary of Rear-Admiral Dahlgren that 
while the iron-clad squadron was so heavily engaged with Fort 

^ A parallel occurred in the Union batteries on Morris Island, July 25th of 
the same year. General W. W. H. Davis mentions the wounding of twenty- 
one men by the exploding of a Confederate shell ** in the midst of a fatigue- 
party mounting a 200-pounder." The same officer is authority for stating 
the fact that nine men in the trenches were killed by the bursting of one shell 
fired from James Island, August 27, 1863. 

' Some one has well described the torpedo as being a weapon which attacks 
both matter and mind. 
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Moultrie and the supporting batteries, he was engaged, then and 
"all day, arranging to assault Sumter." The expedition, oom- 
]K)sed of five divisions of boats carrying four hundred and fifty 
pickcnl men, was organized from the blockading fleet of wooden 
gunboats. It embraced one hundred marines, and the rear- 
admiral reported that " great care was taken in organizing the 
column of attack : there were no better men on hand, and they 
were led by officers whose standing fully justified their selec- 
tion." The whole was put in charge of Commander T. H. 
Stevens. 

Jjatc in the day, Septeml)er 8, 1863, when the admiral sent 
to borrow some boats from General Gill more, it became known 
to the navy that the army also was prej>aring for a like assault 
the same night. Concert of action was thereupon arranged, or 
at least was supposed to be arranged, on the authority of Lieu- 
tenant Preston reporting to the admiral. But the two attacks 
were yet to he each under its own leader. Simultaneously with 
the thronging and jostling of launches, cutters, and steam-tugs 
outside among the fleet there was a crowding of barges in Vin- 
cent's Creek, west of Cumming's Point, where the army was 
making its rendezvous. With two small regiments General 
Gillmorc tlionjj:ht his force strong enough without the cr)-ojiera- 
tion of the naval column, but he evidentlv distrusted the want 
of unity in attack, and, as the event proved, took no part in it.* 

Meanwhile, orders had been given in the fleet for the lx>ats 
to assemble bv 10 p. m. alongside of the tug expecited to tow 
thoni II]) within eight hundred yards of the foit. It was not 
until after twelve o'clock that tlu»v reached the station, and 
w(Tc cast off apparently in some disorder, haste, and confusion. 
The night was unconunonly dark, and favored the defense, 
a|)parently, as much as the attack ; for the plan of having one 
division to move in and around to the north-western front of 

* From Juilge Cooley's book, page 109: 

Seitkmbkr 8tii. 

Admiral DAHUiRKx: I deem it of vit:il iniportaiu^e that no two ditftinct 

parties should approa(?li Sumter at the same time, for fear of accident. I will 

display a re<i light from the fort when taken ; I ask you to do the name if your 

party nu)unts first. Our countersign is '* I)etroit ;" let us use it in challenging 

on the water. (Signed) Gen. Gillmore. 
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the fort by way of a diversion, while another column should 
advance on the south-eastern front of the fort, was all derangetl 
l)v haste and darkness. Not more than two divisions out of 
five seem have taken part in the actual landing at the fort. 

Major Elliott had become quite possessed with the idea of 
an assault by night, and had protested on the morning of the 
8th against a threatened reduction of his force. He further 
proiMired that day from the city a full supply of hand-grenades 
and fire-balls. The dis|)ositions customarily made for each night 
at this period were as follows: Captain Hopkins's company, 
forty-three men, lay on their arms on the crest of the gorge, 
that being approached by a practicable slope from the water's 
edge : in ease of alarm the right of tliis line was to be support- 
(h1 by Captain Lord's company, forty-two men, occupying the 
rampart of the south-western angle; the left of the gorge-line 
wa< to l)e supported by Lieutenant Saltus with a small detach- 
ment of his company. Lieutenant Harris, with twenty-five 
men, was assigned to the north-east angle, being the left of the 
sea-fac(», at that time not j)resenting a practicable slope, as it 
suljscquently did, but showing a number of breaches into the 
oasomates, which had l>een filled with sand months before. 
There was a formidable breach on the north-western face, and 
there Captain Miles was stationed with his company. Captain 
Mulvaney was to supj)ort him, and Captain Simons was assigned 
to the defense of the western casemates and the wharf. Detach- 
ments in charge of Signal-Officer F. K. Huger were }x>sted at 
thrt^e {X)ints on the wall to throw hand-grenades and fire-balls. 
The old stone wharf on the gorge was mined and made ready 
for instant explosion. 

It was one hour after midnight when Major Elliott, on 
the lookout himself, had his attention directed by a sentinel 
to a line of barges advancing toward the north-eastern angle, 
and soon after a second line was discovered moving u}K)n 
the south-eastern angle. With the coolness of a veteran the 
commander cautioned the sentinels not to fire; then, placing 
men in }>osition along the ruined parapet of the sea-face, he 
put Captain Hopkins in charge of these, in addition to his own 
company on the crest of the gorge, and ordered up three other 
11 
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(x^nipaiiies within supporting distance. By this time a division 
of boats under Lieutenant E. P. Williams was advancing on 
the north-eastern angle with considerable dash, and began to 
deploy preparatory to landing. Orders had been given to 
reserve the fort's fire until this moment, and when the leading 
lK)ats were in the a(»t of landing they were surprised by a rapid 
and effective discharge of rifles and hand-grenades. The outer 
boats, fillwl with marines, replied rapidly for a few minutes. The 
sailors who had effecti^d a landing fired a few times from their 
revolvers, but for the most part sought refuge from the galling 
fire in the embrasures and breaches or under the large masses 
of d6bris at the base of the wall, only to ho dislodged by the 
searching of hand-grenades and fire-balls, and even by the 
throwing down of fragments of the brick masonry from the 
pani])et. The other division of boats obscrval to be advancing 
on the south-eastern angle was under the command of Lieuten- 
ant G. C. Remev. It seems that only two boats of this divi- 
sion ever touched the fort, and they, finding themselves unsup- 
ported, soon pushed off and joined their wavering or retreat- 
ing comrades. 

But the rattling fire of infantry from the walls of Fort Sum- 
ter had already given signal to the batteries of James and Sul- 
livan's Lsjands and to the iron-clad gunboat Chicora stationed 
north of the fort. These allies opened with all promptness in 
the dark night, guided by the fringe of fire on the sea-front of 
the fort, and cliiefly by their own lines for pointing, established 
by careful practice in the day-time. Shot, grape, canister, and 
shell wore thus sent ricocheting and exploding along the water 
at the l)ase of the fort on three of its exposed fronts, and must 
have contril)ut<Hl in some measure to the dispersion of the flotilla. 
For dispersed it was indeed by this time. The attack had been 
a fe(»ble one, and it was all over in twentv minutes. The fol- 
lowing abstract from Commander Stevens's report will make 
this clear : 

"Lieutenant Hiprginson was directed to move up to the north-west 
front of the fort with his division, for the purpose of making a diversion, 
while the remainder of the divisions were ordered to close up and wait 
for the order to advance upon the south-east front. My intention waa 
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to wait until we had the full benefit of the diversion Lieutenant Hig- 
ginson was directed to make in our favor; but, mistaking his movement, 
doubtless, as intended for a general one, and in that spirit of gallantry 
and emulation which characterizes the service, many of the other boats 
dashed on ; finding it too late to restrain them, the order was given to 
advance. As soon as the boats were discovered they were met with a 
fire of musketry, hand-grenades, lighted shells, and grape and canister ; 
and simultaneously, at a signal from the fort, all the enemy's batteries 
surrounding us, with one of their gunboat rams, opened fire. Several 
of the boats had by this time efiected a landing, but the evidences of 
preparation were so apparent, and the impossibility of effecting a gen- 
eral landing or scaling the walls so certain, that orders were given to 
withdraw. All who landed were either killed or taken prisoners, and 
serious casualties occurred in the boats near the fort." 



Among the officers here captured were Lieutenant-Commander 
E. P. Williams, who afterward perished with the ill-fated Oneida ; 
Lieutenants S. W. Preston and B. H. Porter, who were killed at 
Fort Fisher, the former of whom was attached to Admiral Dahl- 
gren's staff; also Lieutenant C. H. Bradford, marines, mortally 
wounded, and Lieutenants G. C. Rcmey and E. G. Dayton. 
Not a man in Fort Sumter had been hurt. The Federal loss 
was 6 killed, 2 officers and 17 men wounded, and 25 missing, 
while 10 officers and 92 men, with five launches, were captured 
and sent up to the city ; total loss, 1 24. 

The prisoners told Major Elliott that they scarcely expected 
any resistance, it having been generally concluded in the fleet 
that the breaches seen in the wall of the sea-front were easv of 
access from the base of the fort and afforded direct communica- 
tion with the interior. When thev came to examine for them- 
selves, they found those breaches easy of access, but impenetrably 
stopped with twenty feet thickness of white sand. Looked at 
from the fleet, these fillings of the lower casemates appeared as 
blank openings in the dark brick wall, and ready to admit all 
visitors by day or night. But the great mistake of the assault 
was in not attacking on the side of the gorge, where a practicable 
slope, though of very rough footing, would have favored them. 
Had two divisions of the boats made that their place of landing, 
or, better still for the Federals, had General Gillmore's assault 
with troops from Vincent's Creek west of Cumming's Point 
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lxK?n made in concert with the naval attack^ so that while the 
latter was occupying the garrison on the northern and eastern 
fronts, the former could have threatened the gorge, there might 
have lx?en a very different result for the fort As it was, the 
easy victory of the Confederates confirmed them in their resolu- 
tion to hold their ground to the last. The repulse of this boat- 
attack was felt to be a reassuring event in the history of the 
fort, as well as a new honor worthily to be borne by its brave 
defenders. 



CHAPTER IX. 

THE SECOND GREAT BOMBARDMENT OF FORT SUMTER. 

September 9 to December 6, 1863. 

The Fort, in a Ruined Condition, held as the Outpost of the Har- 
bor — General Gillmore Fortifies the Northern End of Morris 
Island — Fort Sumter's Respite of Six Weeks — The First Minor 
Bombardment — Bombproof Quarters constructed, and Three 
Heavy Guns mounted in Casemates of North-eastern Face — 
Opening of Sfxjond Great Bombardment, October 26th — Mortar 

SHELLINCi for THE FiRST TiME— ThE MONITORS ASSIST THE LaND- 

ouNs — Frequent Casualties— Loss of a Whole Detachment by 
Fallino of Barracks— The Exterior Slopes require Obstruction 
AOAiNST Assault — Threatened Assaults Discovered — Calcium 
Lkjiit thrown upon the Fort — Interior of the Fort arranged 
FOR I^)OPHOLE Firing — Death of Captain Harleston— The Flag- 
staff Shot away, and replaced with Gallantry on Six Occasions 
— Sfx'ond (ireat Bombardment ends December 5th — It Results in 
Chancje of I)imi':nsion and Lops of Material— Statement of Shots 
Rfx'eivei) and Casualties Suffered — Increased Determination 
ON Part of Defense. 

Major Elliott had now demonstrated to both friends and 
foes that Fort Sumter could not be had for the asking. The 
repulse showed, by the vigilance and spirit of the garrison and 
l)v the concentrated fire of the harbor-batteries and gunboats, 
that the fort could have been equal to a much severer test of its 
strength. Yet, with all the encouragement growing out of this 
latest success, there came the irrepressible thought that Fort Sum- 
ter was still in an exceedingly critical condition. With scant and 
most uncomfortable quarters, the garrison and working force 
might be subjected at any moment to the shelling of land gims 
by day and naval guns by night, calculated to harass the work- 
up 
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ing-parties, exhaust the garrison, and ruin entirely the few re- 
maining hiding-places. 

But properly to appreciate the actual condition, as well as 
appearance of the fort, it will be necessary to consult the illus- 
trations of this date, and bear in mind the explanations which, 
it is hoped, will make them to be understood. 

During the heavy cannonade of Sullivan's Island by the iron- 
clad squadron on the 8th of September an artist from Charles- 
ton, Mr. G. S. Cook, was engaged in taking photographs of the 
interior of Fort Sumter. A comprehensive view of the interior 
was obtained by him from a point in the parade looking north- 
ward to the chief salient. Beginning on the left, one sees the 
up[>er casemates of the northern half of the western or city 
front oi)en and exposed to the naval fire coming over the eastern 
wall. The western barracks are nearly levelled to the first story. 
The para])et and terreplein are badly cut up and shattered. The 
single gun in barbette is pointing toward the city, and is at the 
north-western angle. The next feature that arrests the eye, 
moving to the right, is the large breach in the scarp-wall of the 
north face. This breach gives a good idea of the destructive power 
of the long-range and heavy Parrott rifle-guns used by General 
Gillmore from Morris Island, and taking this face of the fort 
in reverse. It grew to its present size from an enlargement of 
one of the closed embrasures of the upper casemates, and its 
prominence beyond all other places damaged, except a cor- 
responding broach on the gorge- wall, was due to its being on 
the line of fire from Morris Island, which passed centrally 
thronoi:h thp fort, and so marked the passage of the greatest 
number of projectiles discharged at the foit from that particular 
direction. It indicatwl, so to speak, the converging aim or focus 
of all the breach ing-guns as they were, from all positions on 
Morris Island, trained upon the mass of the fort. The northern 
angle or ])rin(M*])al salient is marked by the open and ruined stair- 
tower, narrower than any of the casemate openings. Centrally 
in the parade a shell has just fallen and burst, after having 
passed over the gorge- wall, discharged by the monitor Wee- 
hawken aground most of this day off Cumming's Point, but 
firing as many as forty-six times at Fort Sumter. To the right 
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of the shell are some uninjured casemates, of which the upper 
ones were in a month or two destroyed, but of which the lower 
ones continued to be used, and even armed, to the end of the 
Confederate defease, their guns bearing on the channel nearly 
opposite to Fort Moultrie. On the ramparts is seen the flag, 
flying temporarily in that position close up against the brick 
traverse erected almost a year before to protect the barbette guns 
of the north-east front from a naval fire. The view is closed 
on the right by the eastern barracks, having their third story 
and interior very much damaged. It was in one of the lower 
rooms of these barracks that later a fatal accident occurred 
through the falling of the ruins upon a detachment of sleeping 
soldiers. 

By eight o'clock of the morning after the assault the rear- 
admiral sent in a flag to communicate with Fort Sum er. It 
was met and declined until explanations were made concerning 
a recent firing upon a Confederate flag. Then it appears from 
Major Elliott's journal* that two flags were sent from the fleet 
on the 9th. The second, abont 4 P. M., brought " baggage be- 
longing to the captured officers and conveniences for . the 
wounded." In return, a flag from the fort, about 6 P. M., 
conveyed to the fleet the bodies of its dead. On the same day 
the commander and his garrison were warmly complimented on 
their brilliant success by a despatch from General Beauregard. 

Looking down from the walls of Fort Sumter on the shores 
of Morris Island, one could not help seeing the changes that 
were going on at the northern end. The Federals, allowing 
themselves a little time to admire the solidity of the captured 
works,* began actively to transform them and turn them upon 

' In the Memoir of DaMgren no entry whatever appears in liis diary between 
the 8th and iSth of September. 

' Major-General Gillmore reported Wagner " a work of the most formidable 
character," and its bombproof ** remained practically intact after one of the 
most severe bombardments to which any earthwork was ever exposed." 
(Opfro/ioiM, page 74.) His chief of staff and artillery, Brigadier-General 
J. W. Turner, said the same: "Notwithstanding the heavy fire of this bom- 
bardment, together with all the fire Fort Wagner had been subjected to since 
the commencement of our attack from land and naval batteries, its defenses 
were not materially injured." (Operations of Qillmore, Appendix.) 
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their late defenders. During the six weeks spent by them in 
aec»ompli.shing these changes their working-parties could be seen 
all day and heard by night busily engaged, in disregard of the 
fire of James and Sullivan's Islands. Oocasionallv a well- 
dircctcnl shot would be seen to take cflTect among the men or 
teams emj>loyed, but as an observer watched these determined 
and persistent laborers it was felt to be exceedingly mortifying 
that no more opposition could be made to their advance. Scarcity 
of ammunition was the reason given for the slack firing of the 
Confederates, and the ranges were extreme for their smoothbore 
guns.* But with this picture of unmolested hostility under his 
eyes for more than a month. Major Elliott could report very 
significantly to head-quarters : " The working-parties (on Morris 
Island) suffer greatly from the want of being shelled." 

Bv the third week in October the armament was nearlv ready 
in the new batteries of Morris Island. Fort Putnam was the 
name given to Fort Wagner ; Battery Strong took the place of 
Battery Gregg ; and a third, Battery Chatfield, was constructed 
at a |M>int nearly midway between the captured works, while 
near the southern end of the island Fort Shaw was built. Up 
to this time no mortars had been used by the attack against 
Fort Rumtor. But henceforth they were to enter largely into 
the bombardment. As many as sixteen mortars, among them 
two of 13 inches, the nunainder of 10 inches, together with a 
total of twelve* Parrott rifles, 100-, 200-, and 300-pounders, and 
one 10-iiich columbiad, making a total of 29 guns and mortars, 
were mounted for the next irrand effort. Besides this heavv 

* Unexperte<l testimony to the accuracy an<1 effectiveness of this fire ispven 
hv General W. W. IF. Davis: 'At times the acviiracv of the enemvV fire 
was wonderful when we consider the distance. In one period of twenty-four 
hours, out of 235 shells fire<l at Warner, 185 hurst inside the fort, killing and 
wounding sixteen men. Another day 150 shells struck inside the same work. 
Now, when we consider that the guns which fired these shells were at the dis- 
tance of alM>ut two miles, and that the s;>ace they were droppetl within em- 
hraced an area of less than an acre, we must Ci>me to the conclusion that the 
shooting w:is remarkable." (History Oue-Uundred'and-Fourih Pvnmtylmnia.) 

" We were near enough Charleston to tell the time of day by tlieir clocks 
on the church-steeples, and people could be seen walking in the streets. The 
workmen on a new iron-clad at 4he wharf were plainly to be seen with a 
glass." [Ibid.) 
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artillery, there were several rifled pieces of the 30-pounder 
claims. 

The garrison in Fort Sumter had been enjoying a relatively 
long .season of quiet, for, with the exception of six days at the end 
of September, they were unmolested for nineteen days prior to 
that, and for twenty days after that firing. The six days' firing 
(September 28th to October 3d) was a minor bombardment, the 
first of its kind. The aggregate shots fired were j567 ; the cas- 
ualties were 1 killed and 1 wounded. The damage was hardly 
perceptible. Practically, the garrison had the opportunity given 
it during six weeks to improve its condition, and it did so. The 
need for more bombproof accommodation than the few remain- 
ing casemates could afford was felt to be urgent. Accordingly, 
by covering in the vacant archway of the old sally-port in the 
gorge, ventilating and connecting it by galleries with the parade 
on the interior of the fort, the engineers provided additional 
quarters for one himdred men. 

Major Elliott had not been three weeks in command before 
he wrote to Brigadier-General Ripley at head-quarters of the 
militar}' district, urging that he should be allowed to put the 
fort again on at least some footing of offensive strength. His 
letter, copied from his post-book, will be found in the Appendix 
of this chapter. 

Four of the lower casemates on the north-eastern front, next 
to the eastern angle, had been so covered from the Morris Isl- 
and batteries by the mass of the sea-front as to escape with but 
little damage from reverse fire, though they had been injured 
externally by the monitors. It was advised that these case- 
mates should he now made perfectly secure against the fire in 
reverse by throwing up a massive protection of sand and debris, 
so as to close their arches opening on the parade, and then that 
they should be armed with heavy guns to cross fire with the 
batteries of Sullivan's Island bearing on the channel and guard- 
ing its obstructions. After inspecting with particular care the 
condition of the piers and arches, the engineers pronounced 
favorably on the plan, and worked upon it until it was exe- 
cuted. But this was not done immediately, as the great diffi- 
culty was to provide for the necessary ventilation of the battery 
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and at the same time guard against descending mortar-shells. 
However, by the middle of October sufficient protection had 
been given to warrant the mounting of guns, and two 10-inch 
coUimbiads, with one banded and rifled 42-pounder, were placed 
in position. This "three-gun batterj'," as it w^as called, was 
afterward strengthened by a cribwork of pine and palmetto logs 
on the exterior of the wall, which had been much battered by 
the naval fire ; and it continued to the end to be an effective 
adjunct to the defense of the channel, although its guas were 
never brought into action. A photographic view of the exte- 
rior showing the cribwork of this battery, the three embrasures 
faced with palmetto, and the surrounding evidences of shattered 
masonry, was obtainwl later, and affoi*ds one of the most- typ- 
ical representative pictures of Fort Sumter refitted under fire. 
(See page 203.) Thus, while the Federals were fortifying the 
northern end of Morris Island, the Confederates were strength- 
ening Fort Sumter and perfecting the batteries of the inner 
harl)or.^ 

At length, on the 26th day of October, began the second 
heavy bombardment, lasting without intermission, day and 
night, but with varying severity, for forty-one days, or until 
the 6th of Do( •ember. The cause and objet^t of it, as given by 
Major-Genoral (lillmore, wore as follows: "In ccmsequence of 
the reports of ])risonei*s and deserters from time to time that the 
enemy were at work remounting some guns on the south-east 
(.s/c) face of Hiiinter/^ and also with the intention "to cut down 
that face so as to enable us, with the fire from our guns, to take 
more eoinpletely in reverse the casemates on the channel fronts." 

To describe the progress of this bombardment in as much 
detail as the first would not be a profitable task. The dam- 
ages were less observable and the aggregate results less import- 
ant. Yet its duration was more than twice as long as the other, 

^ Rt'connoiAmnce of Long hhind. — This was attempted several times in Octo- 
ber, 18G3, under ordeis from (ieneral (i ill more, with a view to opening up 
"a basis of operations for a new attack." In oharj^e of this duty, Colonel 
W. W. II. Davis, One-lIundred-and-Foiirtli Pennsvlvania, savs: ** In each 
instance wo were foiled bv the w.itch fulness of the eneniv. Pickets were 

stationed on the sliorc and armed boats patrolled the water The enemy 

was alwavs on the alert " 
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and it differed widely in character from the former, being at 
close range for the rifle-guns and easy range for mortars, which 
were now for the first time employed by the enemy. In fact, 
these mortars seemed to predominate in the firing. Another 
prominent difference also was the constancy and vigor of the 
night-shelling. 

But the leading events of the period are well worthy to be 
reviewed. The heaviest firing occurred in the first week or ten 
days of the bombardment. On two of those days more than 
one thousand projectiles per diem were discharged at the fort. 
The gorge and the sea-face appeared to be the parts aimed at by 
the rifles, and they soon began to show the effects of the fire. 
Its destructiveness was increased by the cross-firing of the mon- 
itors, two of them being under orders every day to co-operate 
with the land-batteries. They would take their station off the 
eastern or sea-face, and while the land-batteries were forced to 
deliver only a slant fire on the fort, they would throw against 
it, squarely, heavy rifle as well as smoothbore projectiles. In 
consequence, the ramparts and arches of the upper casemates 
were soon cut down, and the debris, falling outside, formed now, 
for the first time, a practicable slope for assaulting-parties land- 
ing in small boats on this sea-face as well as on the gorge ; while 
the ruins of the barracks, accumulating on the inside, gave the 
garrison in some places an easy ramp for ascending to the crest 
of the wall. The two angles, however, at the respective extrem- 
ities of the sea-face, maintained their original height, lessened 
only by the destruction of the parapet. The crest of the gorge, 
though not reduced in height, except at one place, was much 
worn away and sharpened. A remark occurring in the Diai^y 
of the rear-admiral at this date is highly descriptive: "The 
heap of rubbish at the gorge looks invincible." 

As might be ^supposed, this period was marked by frequent 
casualties. Sentinels would be struck down at their posts at 
night, exposed more particularly on the lookout ladders. Mor- 
tar-shells sometimes found their way into the casemates of the 
three-gun battery before these could be made perfectly secure, 
and were vcr\' fatal in such close quarters. But the loss of life 
occurring at three o'clock on the morning of October 31st was 
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of a still more distressing character. One of the detachments, 
|M)st<Hl at night for the ready mounting of the sea-wall in case 
of ahirni, was ordered to sleep with arms and accoutrements in 
the lower story of the eastern barracks near to their northern 
ond. Both the upper stories of this building had been badly 
daina^(Hl by this time; but the rubbish accumulating on the 
Hccoiid story soonied to be well sustained by the flooring of brick 
iirchi»s nesting on heavy iron girders built into the walls for that 
purpose*. So it hapj)ened that under this hitherto undisturbed 
nholtrr tliirtoon men, posted in what was thought a comparatively 
wife place, were sleeping on their arms when a shell brought 
down the overloaded floor upon them, and instantly killed them. 
This loss, with its attending circumstances, was deeply felt in 
the jijarrison and in the city of Charleston, w*hence most of the 
soldiers had come. With one exception they belonged to Com- 
pany A of the Washington Light Infantry and were attached to 
the Twenty-fifth South Carolina regiment. The names of the 
kilknl will Im* found in the note below.' 

A few days after the bombardment set in a change was made 
ill the liarlH)r commands. Brigadier-General Ripley, to whose 
head-cjuartcrs Major Elliott had been reporting, was put in 
eliar^c of a lar«r<T district, and Colonel Rhett, the former com- 
niandiT of Fort Sumter, was onci' more installed in clase though 
adviiiK'^-il relations to his old post. This arrangement continued 
for sijrnc considcraMc length of time, Major Elliott reporting 
the rcniain<lcr of his term of service to Colonel Rhett, acting as 
brigadicr-^cncral. 

' ScrjrcMnts \V. ('. DwoiiH and J. A. Stevens; Privates O. J. Burn, S. L. Bur- 
rows, F. M. Unnows. S. ('. Anderson, .James ('alder, W. H Gibson, J. \V. 
Jon< s, I.. S. Lee. and W. L. Patterson, all of Company A, Washington Li^lit 
Infantry. In addiiion to these were I'rivate W. Martin of Twelfth Georgia 
hattalion and Mr. Matliewes, overseer of hands. 

Later. '21st of Novemher, a similnr accident occnrred, and is described in 
the engineer's di.iry as follows: "At 5.20 A. M. a remnant of the terreplein 
arch, east centre of ^or^^e, wjls struck by a Parrott shell, and, falling inwardly 
into tiie parade l)eh>w npon a working-party, buried ten of them in the ruins. 
I iiad used every endeavor before dark to pull down the arch with roi)e8, but 
couhl not succei'«l. Two wiiite men were wounded, two blacks killed, and six 
woimhUnI bv the fall ; but three of the wouudeil are severelv hurt; the others 
are only slightly injured. 
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Resort was had at tliis period to a novel measure of offensive 
operation. Some very fine Whitworth rifles with telescopic 
sights had been obtained through the blockade, and after a 
little j)ractice were found to be quite effective from the walls 
of the fort upon the artillerists of Morris Island. Although 
the range was fully thirteen hundred yards to Cumming's Point, 
the sharpshooting with four of these rifles was quite satisfactory 
and the effects on the enemy's detachments evident. The dis- 
parity in weight of metal was prodigious. 

But the chief concern of the commander was to be found 
ready for another assault by night with small boats. This he 
had every reason to apprehend from the fury of the bombard- 
ment in its first period and the darkness of the nights. Besides 
using a continual vigilance, personally visiting and inspecting 
the posts and guards every few hours, he caused to l)e prepared 
at the fort several devices for obstructing the practicable slopes 
on the exterior of the gorge and sea-face. These obstructions 
were of spiked plank, wire entanglements, and chiefly sections 
of /raises, presenting a bristling array of wooden pikes held 
together by a light scantling frame and supported by feet on 
the lower side. The placing and recovering of these last ob- 
stacles every evening at dusk and every morning Ixjfore daylight 
was a task of no little danger and difficulty. They were neces- 
sarily placed far enough below the crest not to interfere with the 
infantry fire behind and above them, and the exposure of the 
squads charged with this duty was frequently attended with 
casualties. 

From among the detailed men, mechanics, of the Engineer 
force, Private John H. Houston, Company B, Twenty-fifth 
South Carolina volunteers, was selected to superintend this 
work. For a year or more, night after night, he continued to 
perform this special duty with skill, thoroughness, and distin- 
guished bravery. (For further illustration of his valuable ser- 
vices see the next chapter, note on page 204.) He was promoted 
the following year to be second lieutenant in the Second regiment 
of Engineer troops. 

The wire entanglements also, placed in sections near the foot 
of the slope, were taken in every morning to prevent destruction. 
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In arid it ion to thcse^ a boom of logs and iron chains was main- 
tainffd alK>ut thirty yards off* from the fort, to impede the boats 
in the arl of landing. As this had to stand the day as well as 
the night firing, it was of^en cut up and required to be repaired. 
MfMm tain-howitzers were now first mounted on the crest of the 
cxikwchI slopes, but were withdrawn in the day-time. 

Frccjuent alarms kept the garrison on the alert and justified 
evf»ry measure of caution or defense. Although there were fur- 
nished nightly two or mc^re picket-l)oats from the Confederate 
naval force in the harbor to guartl the approaches to the fort on 
the Hca-farje and on the gorge, the Federal scouts would occa- 
sionally pass in between them and row quite around the fort.* 

It must have been by eluding the water-picket that a daring 
re<!onn()iss{uice was made immediately afier dark on the evening 
of the 2d of November. Three scouts in a small boat from 
Morris Island landed at the south-eastern angle, and when dis- 
covere<l were mistaken for Confederates and hailed bv the sen- 
try. As s<x>n as they sprang for their boat the alarm was given 
and some shots were fired at them, but they escaped in the dark- 
nc»ss. The leader was a *' Captain Ferris, commanding the boat- 
infaiitrv." S(M)n after dark in a small boat with two men he 
pulled over to the fort and landed with one man. He climbed 
lip the battered wall part of the way, when the boat was discov- 
ered and challenged. " The man in it had the good sense to 
parley with the sentinel a few minutes, which gave the captain 
and the other man time to get down into the boat before they 
were fired upon ;'' one of them was then wounded. (History 
of ike One- Iluuihrd-and' Fourth Pennsylvania R^giment^ by 
W. W. II. Davis, eh. xxii. page 290.) 

On the night of the 17th, again, there were as many as four 
alarms caused by small boats reported quite near the fort ; and on 
the night of November 19th-20th, Major Elliott, having become 
suspicious of attack and made all preparations, was not disap- 
pointed. For at 3 A. m. " barges, variously estimated at from 
four to nine in numl)er, approached within three hundred yards 
of the fort and opened fire with musketry.'' The garrison 

^Operntinvn, etc., rrillmorc Correspondence, page 348. This service wad 
attended with great hardship and exposure in gales and wintry weather. 
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returned the fire, wounding three men in the boat8, and dis- 
conct^rting them from further advance. This was a planned 
attack by the army-barges, carrying two hundred and fifty 
men, but it seems to have had little determination in it. As 
before, on the night of the 8th of September, the batteries of 
Sullivan's Island and Fort Johnson on James Island came to 
the a**si.stance of Sumter. The ricochet practice from Sullivan's 
Island was reported " very handsome " by Major Elliott. It 
apj)ears that this was a reconnoissance in force commanded by 
Major CJonyngham of the Fifty-second Pennsylvania regiment. 
"The instructions were to make such demonstration against 
Fort Sumter as to induce the garrison to use their musketry- 
fire on the boats, and thus ascertain its strength. An assault 
was not to be made upon the fort unless it was evident that it 

cxMild be easily taken The garrison appeared to have 

been on the watch. The boats were fired on from Fort Sum- 
ter, James and Sullivan's Islands, and by a steamer, probably a 
ram, that lay behind the angle of the fort toward Charleston." 
— (W. W. H. Davis.) 

The calcium light has been mentioned as used by General 
Gill more with suc«i*8s in his siege of Battery Wagner. It was 
now put to use again, and very often, from Cumming's Point, 
liji:hting up the water between Morris Island and Fort Sumter 
well enough to discover small boats, but failing to illuminate 
the fort as brightly as it had done the battery. Toward the 
middle of this second bombardment, on the night of the 11th 
of November, the light was displayed at Battery Gregg for the 
first time. It was not so bright as the full moon, but one could 
read by it at the fort the large capitals of a newspaper. It was 
thought at first that the enemy's purpose might be to discover 
the parties working at repairs or placing obstructions on the 
slo])es, or possibly to detect the passage of the transport-boats 
to and from the fort. But ol)servation decided that the use of 
the calcium light was rathet for defensive purposes, to reveal 
the approach of hostile boats from the Confederate side. The 
importance of the light in warfare cannot he too highly estimated. 
At Fort Sumter the defense might have been very greatly sim- 
plified by its use ; but the shining mark it would have afforded 
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the eiitMuy was enough, at this period of short-range firing, to 
(Hnulenin it. 

Tills cah?ium light was a great annoyance to the sentineLs, for 
it s(»oni(»(l to fascinate their gaze, diverting them too much from 
tiie proper ohje(»ts of tiieir w^atoh ; and, in facrt, it blinded them 
no little by interposing its plane of illumination with dazzling 
eflw't Iwtwwn their evc»s and the dark waters of the harbor 
around them. The ap|x>arance of the light would sometimes 
be striking and Ix^autiful, as from a focus of the intensest bril- 
liancy the rays would apjwar to dart forth and flash uix)n an 
expanse of inky bhickness ; then, touching or tipping the crest 
of the gorge, tlicv would stream across the empty darkness of 
the interior, to Iw inuight and reflected by the jjiggod pinnacles 
of tiie northern wall, standing out for the time in bold relief 
agjiinst the midnight sky above and the gloomy crater of the 
fort l>elow. 

In fact, the view of the fort by night was at all times most 
impressive in its strange, silent grandeur. To a beholder looking 
down from the rim of the ruin, all within sc^ems alike dark and 
gl(M)my, save when a chance shower of sparks, blown out from a 
smouldering fire Ictl in the panide, lights up for a moment some 
great, ruggcnl bhK'ks of brickwork and the pool of stagnant water 
into which thcv were tumbled from the battereil walls some davs 
l)(»fbrc. Lanterns here and there glancxi across the spacious en- 
closun^ as, borne by uns(HMi hands, they light the way — some 
for l(Hig fih's of men toiling with heavy timl)ers or bags of sand 
over the roughest footing and up stt*ep, crumbling, dangerous 
slopes ; some to direct the heaping of material over damaged 
hi(ling-j>laces, rcpainnl for j>erhaps the fiftieth time since the 
firing began, or to secure a new and Ix^tter shelter for the garri- 
son ; others, flashing through chaiut* crevi(vs in the ruined casc^- 
inates, tell of secret galleries of communication burrowing deep 
and mining their way slowly under hills of rubbish to give unity 
to the work and confidence to its defenders. 

Halfway up the sloping ruins of the fort, which resemble 
most the int^'rior of an ancient amphitheatre, the guanls are 
posted in groups, dimly schmi wrapped in blankets, sitting around 
a little fire allowed to warm, but to give no light. Higher yet 



SECOND GREAT BOMBARDMENT OF FORT SUMTER. 177 

are the sentinels peering into the night over the remains of the 
old fort's ramparts, while last, though not least, is the solitary 
" lookout,'' exposed full length to the dangers of the firing 
at the top of some ladder put up at the most critical breach. 

Even in the midst of this heavy bombardment a new system 
of interior defense was instituted and carried out. It was with 
the purpose of contesting every foot of the parade and casemates 
against an enemy so bold or successful as to drive the garrison 
from the walls. Every quarter from which a view of the interior 
could be had was now carefully loopholed for infantry fire, and 
at a favorable position near the north-western angle a 12-pounder 
howitzer protruded every night from under a low-browed arch, 
in readiness to sweep the parade wit^ grape and canister. It 
was part of the plan also that, should the necessity ever arise, 
the harbor-batteries would, by signal given from Fort Sumter, 
open upon the assailants within the walls, exploding or dropping 
shells among them, until they were forced to leave. This " best- 
laid scheme," however, was never realized; nor was it much 
talked about, for fear of begetting distrust ia the far more 
advantageous plan of battle from the walls. It was only re- 
ser\^ed for a last resort. 

Among the officers of the First regiment of South Carolina 
Artillery, who continued to perform with their companies occa- 
sional duty at the fort, no one was more efficient and acceptable 
to the commander than Captain Francis Huger Harleston of 
Company D. In a despatch of November 20th, Major Elliott 
writes : *' I respectfully request that, if practicable. Captain 
Harleston be retained here until the dark nights have entirely 
passed by. His removal just at this time will be a great mis- 
fortune to me, as I am greatly dependent upon his watchfulness 
and ability." It was only three nights after this testimonial 
was given that Captain Harleston's valuable life was sacrificed 
willingly and heroically to the cause he was defending. Quar- 
tered with his company in the armed casemates of the north-east- 
ern angle, he had been put by the commander in additional charge 
of the adjacent sea-face, battered down to half its original height, 
and presenting, in places, even a practicable slope for assaulting 
forces of the enemy. The night of the 23d-24th of Novem- 

12 
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ber was one of thase occasions when vigilance was especially 
needed. The enemy's fire, usually limited at night to shelling 
with mortars and 30-pounder rifles, had been heavier than the 
average rate, and toward morning the tide and wind together 
began to rise and beat with violence on the crumbKng debris 
of the eastern slope. One of his sentinels reported to Captain 
Harleston (4.30 a. m.) that the waves were threatening to wash 
away some of the sei^tions of fraises placed for obstruction half- 
way down to the water's e<lge. Instantly respondiug to the 
report, the active young officer climbed over the crest and began 
to pass along the line of obstructions, inspecting as he went from 
one end to the other, acxH)mpanied by J. H. Houston of the Engi- 
neer department. While so engageil he was mortally wounded 
by a 30-pounder rifle shell passing between Houston and him- 
self, striking him, apparently before bursting, in both thighs 
and one arm at the elbow. Being lifted and borne in great 
pain to the hospital, he lingered, and died six hours after he 
fell at the post of duty,' 

For instances of gallantrj' in replacing the flag under fire this 
second bombardment more than equalled — it surpassed — ^the first. 
It seemed almost as if the spirit of 1776, so bravely illustrated 
by Sergeant Jasj)cr in the battle of Fort Moultrie with the 
British fleet, had been for nearly a century preserved " in the 
air" of Charleston harbor and cherished in the bosoms of all 
who defended it. 

The first (K*casion of this kind is thus recorded in Major 
Elliott's despatch of October 29tli, being the third day of the 
lK>inl)ardrnent : " The flagstaff was shot away this morning. 
IVivate William A. Dotterer and Privates James Silcox and 
(ieorg(? II. Force, and Sergeant Robert A. McLeod of the 

* He was a j^radiiate with first honors of the South Carolina Military Acad- 
emy, class of 1860. I)istinjxiii>*he(l there, he made pood the promise of cadet- 
ship hy active and efficient service in Chiirleston harbor. Prominent in every 
action from the iKjginninp of the war, he won the praise of all who served 
with him, for he combined in remarkable degree the l)e8t qualities of a spirited, 
sajracious soldier with those of a true iu);l gentle friend. This accomplished 
officer fell l>efore completing his twcnty-loiirth year. His State lost him from 
among the flower of her youth, and the C onfederacy had no better young sol- 
dier in all her armies. 
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Washington Light Infantry, ajssisted by Captain James M. 
Carson, officer of the day, gallantly replaced the flagstaff under 
a very heavy fire from Gregg." 

The second and third occasions, reconled by both the major 
commanding Fort Sumter and the rear-admiral whose monit4)rs 
were pounding the fort, belong to the same day, the 31st of 
(X'tolwr. The flag was at this time flown at the south-west 
an«rle from a staff planted in the massive covei'ing of sand 
heaped over the spiral stairway. This (»overing of a vital part 
of the work was, throughout its defense, maintaineil with jKHni- 
liar pride at its original level, the highest point in the fort — 
viz. fortv feet above the water. The rear-admiral says : " The 
Patapsoo and Lehigh firing very well, scantily missing. The 
flag-|K>le (at south-west angle) shot away twice, once by the 
Lehigh. A man got out on the wall and put it up."' The 
mention at Fort Sumter was by the commander in the follow- 
ing terms : " The flagstaff was shot away twice, and replaceil by 
Sergeant Graham, Corporal Hitt, and Private R. Swain, all of 
Company F, Twelfth Georgia battalion. The flagstaff was so cut 
up that it was necessary to raise the battle-flag of the Twelfth 
Georgia battalion in the plai^ of the flag." 

The fourth instance was on the 6th of Novemlwr, and is thus 
chronicled in the post-book of Fort Sumter : ** The flagstaff was 
shot down to-day, and was replaced by Sergeant W. D. Currie, 
Company D, and Corporal S. Montgomery, Company C, Twenty- 
fifth South Carolina volunteers." It appears that this was a new 
flag and staff (raised only the day before) on the south-eastern 
angle, nearest to Morris Island. 

Tlie fifth was entered under date of the 12th of November, 
and mentioned in these terms : " The flag was replaced by Ser- 
geant G. H. Mayo, Company B., and Private Robert Antry, 
Company C, Twenty-eighth Georgia volunteers." 

The sixth and last occasion during this bombardment was 
more memorable than the rest, l>ecause of the difficulties as well 
as dangers encountered and overcome. The flag had now Ix^en 
kept flying at the south-eastern angle for some time, where its 
staff was partly protected by a parapet of sandbags arranged to 

* Memoir of DcJUgren, page 421. 
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give some shelter to the sentinel posted there by night and day. 
On the morning of the 27th of November, " Private James 
Tapper, Jr., shot-marker Company D, Twenty-seventh South 
Carolina vohmteers (Charleston battalion), seeing that the flag 
had been shot down, walked along the whole extent of the gorge- 
wall on the panijiet " (there was no parapet left there, only a 
thin, ragged crest) ^^ and endeavored to raise it : finding that the 
staff w&s too short, he procured an additional piece of spar, and 
with the assist4ince of C. B. Foster of same command, and Cor- 
jx)nils \V. C. Buckheister and A. J. Bluett, Company B, same 
coqxs, smx?oed(Hl in splicing and planting the staff under a very 
heavy fire dirwted at them. One shot cut the flag from their 
hands. It was a most distinguished display of gallantry." * The 
time occupied must have been fully fifteen minutes. The men 
wore more than oiict* hid from view by the smoke of bursting 
shells and the ssmd thrown in (*louds about them. Their escape 
from all hurt was very remarkable. At the conclusion of their 
daring feat two of the party mounted the little parapet of sand- 
bags and waveil their cai)s at the enemy in triumph. The 
bravery of Tup|)er and his comrades was made the sulyect of 
a compliincntarv onler by General Beauregard ; thqr were all 
mentioned by name and their example commended to the whole 
department. 

As Dw'cinber came on the lx)mbardnient began to wane. On 
the 6th, for the first time in fortv-one days, no shot was fired 
agjiinst the fort, and so its second great onleal was passed. 

The results were briefly these : The sea-face or right flank of the 
work had lost the greater part of its upper c^asemates, the debris 
having formed large accumulations, with (X'casional practicable 
slopes, botli within and without. From its original form, a 
perpendicular wall forty feet high, it wjis clianged to an irregular 
nuiss of rubbish averaging twenty feet in height above tide, and 
showing a rugged crest of about six feet in width on the top. But 
the lower casemates, all filled with sand, were still forming the 
bulk of this barrier. The angles of the fort at either extremity 
of the sea- face still rt^tained the level of the old terreplein of 
the ramparts. As the northern wall had Ix^on heavily battered in 

* Poet-book, Major EIUuU'h despatch. 
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reverse, it now presented the appearanoe of a range of rocky moiin- 
tjiiiis, with an average height of twenty-five feet above thewater, 
but no slope of debris on the exterior was protective of the lower 
casemates. The gorg^i had been changed in only one particular : 
as, on the northern wall, the focus or line of converging fire was 
well marked by a large breach made by missiles coming in re- 
verse, so there was a large semicircular gap in the crest of the 
gorge about midway between its centre and its eastern extremity, 
claused by the same converging fire on the mass of the fort 

On the other hand, the Confederates had preserved and im- 
pn)ved their quarters and perfected a system of interior defense. 
The grc»at end striven for by the enemy — the destroying of the 
" three-gun battery " on the channel front — had been defeated : 
the guns were all in good condition and the casemates practically 
serviceable. 

As a gtMieral thing, the soldiers of the garrison were spared 
fatigue-duty, the better to fit them for vigilance and activity at 
night. The labor and exj^sure of repairing damages, filling in 
and over wciik places, setting and WKxjvering the obstnictions, 
making changes and improvements and accommodation, fell 
j>roj)erly to the working-force, consisting at this time of one 
hundroil negroes and a gang of tvn white mechanics, organized 
under directions of the enginc^er in charge. The negroes were 
n*liev(xl evorv foii:ni(rht, were seourelv sheltered and rested in 
the day-tini(» ; but as night cmnv on they would Ixj put to work 
and eontiiiiuMl at it until dayh'glit. NecH^^yirily more ex[)osed 
than tlio garrison, though never unduly so, they suffered casual- 
ties in proportion when at work, but never in quarters, as the 
garrison more frequently did. 

Captain J. T. C/hampneys served faithfully and efficiently as 
engineer in charge from Se])tember 3d to November 6th, being 
the twelfth day of the bombardment just concluded. On this 
night of th(» ()th-7th of November he was relieved by the return 
of Captain John Johnson to his old post. So imj>ortant had 
now l)eec)nie the regular fnriu'shing of the fort with sufficient 
materials for defense that great (»are had bwn taken by Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Harris, chief engin(M:T of the department, to secure 
for Fort Sumter the nnjuisite supplies of sand, gabions, timl)er, 
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in)iis, implements, and tools ; the preparation and transportation 
of these every night, exeept in stormy weather, was entnisted to 
a siwcial offieer in Charleston, Lieutenant W. Gourdin Young 
of the p]ngineers, who long continued to forward the work with 
skill and diligence. 

The services of Mr. (afterward Lieutenant) F. M. Hall as 
assistant engineer at the fort were also at this period and for 
many months longer very valuable. 

It was at this stage of the defense of the fort that the abso- 
lute necessity of regular nightly communication by boats with 
the city l)ecjime apparent. Des[)atches, reliefs, provisions, sup- 
plies of material, demanded a regular service of transportation. 
The (|uartormast(T d(»partment, under Major M. A. Pringle, was 
olh'n in gnnit straits for boats, small and large, and sometimes ap- 
j)arently for captains willing to land at the fort under any fire at 
all. But there were some who distinguished themselves by a faith- 
ful performance of these duties all through the various boml)ard- 
ments of the fort. Prominent in devoted and long-continued 
service was Ijicutenant Thomits L. Swinton (of the quartermaster 
<lepartmcnt), put in charge of the mail-l)oat more particularly ; 
and among the commanders of steaml>oats was Captain W. T. 
McNelty of the Etiwan. Frcnjuently the shelling would l>e so 
severe as to re<niire the steamboats to lie oif three hundred yards 
from the fort and send supplies in small lx)ats to the wharf. 
()n<' of the boats during the fii^st iMmibardment was blown up 
by a shell exi)l(Mling the boiler as she wju< discjharging at the 
wharf, and i)arg(\*< were frcNiuently injured in the same service. 

In reporting tlu^ aggregate of shots fired at Fort Sumter dur- 
ing these i'orty-oni? days and nights, rt\soii: must Ix? had to the 
counting and n'gistering of them at the fort itself, as no rtvonl 
of them has been found among the Union army authorities. 
The eomparis(»n of the two estimates in the case of the first 
bombardment showed the Confederate to be slightly greater than 
the FtMleral count. In the case of the second grand bomliard- 
ment the total shot and shell finnl by rifles and mortars was 
18,G77.' (For particulars, sec Appendix A, Calendar, etc.) 

* The lumil fire indiidtMl in this total was not less than 1000, so far as re- 
ported, anil was delivered hy the monitors I^'high and Patapsco with rifles 
and snuHJthbores. (Ex. Doc., Armored VesHch, page 2S().) 
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The casualties for the same time were 30 killed and 70 
wounded ; 13 of the former were caused by the falling of a 
floor in the eastern barracks, as previously described. Among 
the slain, besides Captain Harleston, was an estimable young 
i^ffiwr, Lieutenant A. P. Brown, Company A, Twelfth Georgia 
battalion, who was killed by the naval fire on the second day. 

The large number of night-alarms was a feature of this period, 
and served to train the garrison to the utmost vigilance and 
promptness. So many small boats as were seen from night to 
night could only have been under orders to reconnoitre the fort 
with a view of attempting a second assault. As always hap- 
pened, the garrison was found to be on the alert and not to be 
surprised in this manner. The discovery may have deterred 
from the attempt. 



CHAPTER X. 



EXPLOSION OF MAGAZINE AND FIRE IN FORT SUMTER. 

Deocinbcr O, 180:i-May 4, 1864. 

Views of thk Fokt taken AiTER the Sec<)nd Great Bombardment — A 
Brief Seas^in of Rest— The Smali^arms Magazine Blown up by 
Ac'cinEXT, December IIth— Death of Caitain Frost, with Ten 
Othehs, and many Wounded— Heavt Shelling (Second Minor 
Bombardment)— Wf-^TERN Casemates catch Fire from Explosion 
— Extent and Severity of Injuries — Critical Condition of the 
Fort from Scarcity of Shelter — Rebuilding of Tower-stairs 
— Construction of a Long Gallery by Mining the Ruins op 
the Northern Casemates— A Christmas Dinner in the '*Three- 
<UN Baiteuy" — The Third Minor Bombardment — Gallant Re- 
pLAciN(j of the Fla({staff— Operations on John's Island— Sink- 
ing OF IIOUSATONH' by ToUPKDO-BOAT — WASHINGTON'S BiRTHDAY 

celebrated with a BANQUi-rr — Alarm by Bell-ringin(» arranged 
IN THE Quarters— Fourth Minor Bombardment — Guns Mounted 
IN the Wi->tehn Casemati->j — Fifth Minor Bombardment — Gen- 
eral BEAUHE(iARD COES TO DEFEND Pl-rrER«BUR(J, Va.— MaJOR-GeN- 

ERAL Samuel Jonfx succeeds to the Command of the Depart- 
ment- Ijeutenant-Colon el Fj.liott I*romoted and Transferred, 
AFTER Ki<;iur Months' Service in Foi:t Sumter, to the Army im 

ViR(iINIA. 

It has hccn nK'ntioned that the 

second *ri*<*at homhanlment t^nie to 

an end I )cccnil)cr 5, 1 863, after a dii- 

ratiim of iurty-ono days and nights.' 

The foit enjoyctlythronj^h the j^rcator 

part of Dci'cinher and January, a 

(|nict that was highly favondde to 

repairs and improvements, whih» it 

was visite<l at the same time with 
FORT SUMTER'S FLAcj, JANUARY ,„,i,^,,',^y ,,,,,,,,. (U^tnictive than the 

{rrn,naskouhbytiu'aiithor.) enemy's fire could have InK'n. 

' On the noxi <ljiy iJie monitor Wt'ehawken founder^ at her ancJiorage olF 
Morris Ishnul. (For particuhir?* see Ap|>en(lix ol' this chapter.) 
isCi 
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Previously to this, however, on the night of the 7th of De- 
cember, Lieutenant John R. Key of the Engineers, and Mr. 
Chapman, artist on duty in the chief engineer's office at Rich- 
mond, arrived under orders to execute sketches and take views 
of the historic ruin. The period was well chosen, for, besides 
being at the close of a severe bombardment, it marked also what 
was the most picturesque stage of the fort's ever-changing ap- 
pearance. The bold and striking outlines of the northern wall 
had only been produced by the recent firing ; and they were soon 
to be lost in the changes which attended the gradual conversion 
of Fort Sumter from a brick- to an earth-work. In the same 
way, the scene of confusion all over the parade was to give way 
before long to more orderly arrangements. 

The view presented is one of two drawn with great accuracy 
by Lieutenant Key, copies of which were photographed, mount- 
ed, and sent with autograph presentation by Greneral Beauregard 
to both Lieutenant-Colonel Elliott, the commander, and Captain 
Johnson, the engineer in isharge — a gift and compliment, as 
might be supposed, very highly appreciated by them. 

The observer is looking eastward, with his back turned to 
the city of Charleston. The sea-line of the horizon is at a high 
level before him ; the shores of the entrance to the harbor and 
the expanse of water within and beyond the bar are spread be- 
neath his eye. The blockading fleet, and more particularly the 
iron-clad squadron, are visible in the distance. In the fore- 
ground is Fort Sumter, its flag flying from the south-eastern 
angle, nearest to Morris Island, its gorge extending from that 
point to the south-western angle, where the sentinel stands at 
the passage down the spiral stairway. The eastern or sea-face, 
beginning at the flagstaff, runs toward Sullivan's Island as far 
as the square door-head seen near the ruined arches in that direc- 
tion. Just below, in the parade, is seen one of the hot-shot 
furnaces, almost covered by the foot of the large mound which 
protects the " three-gun battery " from the reverse fire of the 
Federals. About the centre of the next or north-eastern face 
will be noticed two arches of the lower casemates which adjoin the 
battery, and are loopholed for infantry-fire upon the interior and 
the crest of the gorge. The northern wall is marked by peaked 
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and jagged masses of remaining masoniy, and extends to the 
vicinity of tiie two lower arches, covered with gabion-work 
and oi)cning towanl the parade. Under the observer the case- 
mates of the city fat« are situated ; here are located soldiers' 
quarters, the hospital, sally-[)ort, head-qnarters, and the tele- 
gi*a])h oflfice. Midway on the gorge, outside the fort, is seen 
the original stone wharf, while within apfx^ars the rounded wav- 
ering of the " (centre iM^mbproof," as it was called. The ladders 
ol)served at various points are necessary to the manning of the 
walls in case of assault by night. The wrecks of platforms and 
gun-carriages, the dismount«l guns half buried in the rain, — 
the picture of destruction, in a wonl, is not in the least exag- 
geratwl. 

Since the bombardment, matters at the fort had b^m to 
settle down into something like quiet, and even comforts Thd 
soldiers of the garrison would sun themselves with great enjoy- 
ment on the cold days, and the working-force was kept steadily 
engaged at something more like progressive improvemeot than 
their late nightly employ of filling the furrows ploughed By the \ 
rifle-shots on tlie exterior slojx^ or the more ilpgular cratei^-made . : J 
by the mortar-shells dropping all over the fort. The carpenters *■ ' i 
were busy in the quarters, making them more comfortable for 
the winter, and everything l>et()kened a s(»nse of relief from ' , ' 
troubles pjist and a brave spirit of endurance for the fntiire. 
At this juncture a disjLster of the most serious and distressing 
nature bcfel the post. 

Inconsidcrabh* as were the ne<x*ssities of the fort, there had 
l)ec»n for some time past throo magazines stored and ready for 
use. It was convenient, and it seemed wise, to se{>anUe the 
ammunition as mnch as was consistent with safety. The 
arniugement was jis follows : a service magazine adjacent to the 
" thre(?-gun battery," a reserve magazine in the recesses of the 
"centre lK)mbpro()f," and a third, for the small-arms and how- 
itzer ammunition, in the inner chamber of the original magazine 
of the south-western angle. This was the lower pair of cham- 
bers, those l)elonging to the upper casemates having been long 
since abandoned and partially fillcHl with sand. The small-arms 
magazine, then, as it was (alknl to distinguish it from the others, 
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and jagged masses of remaining masonry, and extends to the 
vicinity of the two lower arches, covered with gabion-work 
and o|)ening towanl the parade. Under the observer the case- 
mates of the city face are situated ; here are located soldiers' 
quarters, the hospital, sally-port, head-quarters, and the tele- 
graph office. Midway on the gorge, outside the fort, is seen 
the original stone wharf, while within ap}x*ars the rounded cov- 
ering of the " centre l>onibproof," as it was called. Tlie ladders 
observed at various points are iK»cessary to the manning of the 
walls in case of assault by night. The wrecks of platforms and 
gun-c«rriagt»s, the dismounted guns half buried in the ruin, — 
the pictures of destruction, in a word, is not in the least exag- 
gerat(Hl. 

Since the l)omban1ment, matters at the fort had bc^in to 
settle down into something like quiet, and even comfort. The 
sohliers of the garrison would sun themselves with great enjoy- 
ment on the (X)K1 days, and the working-force was kept steadilj 
engaged at something mon^ like progressive improvement than 
their late nightly employ of filling the furrows ploughed By the 
rifl(»-shots on the exterior slojws or the more rt»gular cratersTmade 
by th(» mortar-shells dropping all over the fort. The caipentere ' 
were busy in the quarters, making tliem more comfortable for 
the winter, and ovorvthiny: iM^tokeued a sense of relief from • 
troubles past and a bnive spirit of endunmce for the fnture. i 

At this juncture a disaster of the most serious and distressing .^ 

nature befcl the post. 

Inconsiderable jis were* the neet^ssities of the fort, there had 
Ikk'u for some time past thrive magazines stored and ready for 
use. It was convenient, and it seemed wise, to se}>anite the ^ 

ammunition a< much as was consistent with safety. The -j 

i 

arnui<^<»rn(Mit was as follows : a service magazine adjacent to the \ 

" three-gun battery," a reserve magazine in the recesses of the 
"centre l>ombproof," and a tliird, for the small-arms and how- 
itzer ammunition, in the inner chaml>er of tlie original magazine 
of the south-western angle. This was the lower pair of cham- 
l)ers, tliose l)elonging to the upper casemates having l)een long 
since abandoncnl and partially filliKl with sand. The small-arms 
magazine, then, as it was called to distinguish it from the others, 
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and jagged masses of remaining masoniy, and extends to the 
vi(*iiiity of the two lower arches, covered with gabion-work 
and ()})ening towanl the })arade. Un<ler the observer the case- 
mates of the city face are situated ; here are located soldiers' 
quarters, tlie hospital, sally-port, head-quarters, and the tele- 
graph offiiv. Midway on the gorge, outside the fort, is seen 
the original stone wharf, while within ap{)ear8 the rounded cov- 
ering of the ** wntre bombproof," as it was called. The ladders 
ol>servwl at various points art* necessary to the manning of the 
walls in case of assault by night. The wrecks of platforms and 
gun-carriages, the dismounted guns half buried in the rain,— 
the picture of destruction, in a word, is not in the least exag- 
geratcKl. 

Since the l>ombanbuent, matters at the fort had b^nn to 
settle down into something like quiet, and even oomforL- Th^ 
soldiers of the garrison would sun themselves with great enjoy- 
meiit on the <H)ld days, and the workin&r-force was kept steadily 
engaged at something more like progressive improvemeqt tfaata '^ 
their late nightly employ of filling the furrow^s ploughed By the- i 
rifle-shots on the exterior s1ojk»s or the more rt^dar cmHotfimadB, i 
by th(» mortar-shells dropping all over the fort. The caipenteM 'i "! 
were busy in the quartei*s, making them more comfortable' for ^ 
the wint(M% and everything bet4)kened a sense of relief ■" from !;, 
tnnibU^s past and a brave spirit of endurance for the fViture. 
At this juncture a disaster of the most serious and distressing 
nature l)pfi»l the post. 

Tneonsiderabh^ as wen* the necessities of the fort, there had 
bef'u for some time past thrw magazines stored and ready for 
use. It was convenient, and it se<nned wise, to sei>arate the 
ammunition as mndi as was ctmsistent with safety. The 
arrangement was as follows : a servi(»e magazine adjacent to the 
" three-gun battery," a reserve magazine in the recesses of the 
"centre l)ombproof," and a third, for the small-arms and how- 
itzer ammunition, in the inner chamber of the original magazine 
of the south -wi^stern angle. This was the lower pair of diam- 
bers, those Iwlonging to the upper <»aseniat(»s having l)een long 
since abandoned and partially filicHl with sand. The small-arms 
magazine, then, as it was called to distinguish it from the others, 
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lay secure behind the massive protection of brick and stone, to- 
gether with the fallen debris afforded 'by the exterior of the gorge 
in that vicinity. It was next to the spiral stair-tower in the 
south-western angle, and adjoining the western or city face of 
the fort. But both chambers were not in use for purposes of a 
magazine : the limited accommodations of the post furnished no 
secure place for the commissary stores, and they were acconl- 
ingly kept in the outer chamber of this magazine. It was 
known to be hazardous so to divide the use of the two cham- 
bers, but there seemed to be a necessity for it in the straitened 
circumstances of the fort. The contents of the inner chamber 
consisted of an incongruous assortment of rifle-cartridges, fixed 
ammunition for howitzers, hand-grenades, fire-bottles, signal- 
rockets, sensitive tubes for priming, shells and torpedoes, etc. 
etc. Perhaps three hundred pounds of powder would have 
made up the explosive total. 

This magazine was blown up at half-past nine o^clock on the 
morning of the 11th of December, with many casualties and 
much damage to the fort. The enemy had not fired a .shot for 
several days, and the sentinel at the look-out reported no gun 
fired at the fort that morning before the accident. The safety 
of this particular locality from all kinds of shelling had never 
for a moment been questioned. All who could have told the 
cause perished in the explosion. There were 11 killed and 
41 wounded, only 9 of the latter being dangerously so. 

Among the killed, having fallen at his post in the commis- 
sar)' store, was Captain Edward D. Frost, A. Q. M., serving 
as post-commissary. This officer had but recently reported for 
duty, but was well known for business capacity and esteemed for 
his fine traits of character. Unfortunately, the commissary store 
and the passages communicating with it were at the hour of 
explosion crowded with soldiers drawing rations, while the nar- 
row limits of the chambers and galleries adjacent, together with 
the impossibility of the powder-blast finding much expansion 
upward, will account for the large number of sufferers. 

But the results extended bevond casualties. Outwardly, there 
was little effect visible to the enemy : the noise was too dull to 
have reached them, and they could have been made aware of 
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outside of the fort between the burning casemates and the "three- 
gun battery," where now the commander established his head- 
quarters. Among those who rendered valuable service at this 
juncture and obtained honorable mention in the official report 
of the day were Captain M. H. Sellers and Lieutenant L. A. 
Harper of the Twenty-fifth South Carolina volunteers, Mr. 
W. R. Cathcart, telegraph operator/ and a boat's crew with 
water-buckets sent to the fort under fire from the Confederate 
ram lying off Fort Johnson. Besides these, a detachment of 
Georgians worked bravely in the parade, and Lieutenant Logan 
of the Twenty-fifth South Carolina volunteers distinguished 
himself. This shelling continued for several hours. 

By noon the flames had consumed everything combustible in 
the upper casemates adjoining the south-western angle, and had 
begun to destroy the upper flight of wooden steps in the same 
locality, and finally the valuable bombproof timbers which cov- 
ered and secured the stair-tower itself. Their progress was 
slower in the casemates of the first tier, and not until nightfall 
was the woixlwork in them cH)nsumed, the fire stopping at the 
howitzer platform in the casemate of the new sally-jwrt. In 
the otlier direction, from the magazine inwardly to the parade, 
the princij)al thoroughfare gallery' of timber construction was 
destroyed until about midway of its length, where the caving-in 
of sand from above arrested the flames. 

Access to the up{)er (»asemates was obtained by copious water- 
in«j in time to provision and reinforce the weary garrison that 
night. No communication with the wharf could be had through 

^ General Reaurejrard, in department general orders, commended Mr. Cath- 
cart for " remarkable courage and energy " exhibited on this <K'cnsion. Driven 
by the smoke and flames to abandon his ofl[ice, this young operator acted with 
great coolness in disengaging all his wires and moving his instrument in 
safety to a more distant point ; but from that also he was driven after having 
established himself for a short lime. Finally, a place of safety was found, and 
the submarine communication was restored in two days by the use of addi- 
tional cable. Mr. Cathcart served long at Fort Sumter— from the opening 
of the first bombardnient under Cohmel Rhett to the close of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Elliott's command, upwni-d of ten months. The obligation of the 
other branches of military service to both the telegraph 0|>erator8 and the 
signal corps was ccmstant; and it gave general satisfaction to see the com- 
plimentary notice taken of the operator at Fort Sumter. 
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the lower casemates or the sally-port ; the gates of the latter were 
burnt away, and the bricks within as hot as though in an oven. 
It was found necessary to ascend by ladder from the wharf to the 
opening in the wall already mentioned, through this into the yet 
smoking casemates of the upper tier, and out of these, by lad- 
der again, up to within three feet of the crown of the arch ; 
thence finally down fully thirty feet by the rough footing of 
the d6bris slope into the parade. Fresh water was supplied by 
hose passed through an embrasure of the' east battery from the 
water-boat outside. To such straits was the fort suddenly 
reduced. (For particulars see the commander's report in Ap- 
])endix of this chapter.) 

The lower casemates continued at a high heat until gradually 
cooled by water during the next two days ; while the commis- 
sary store, where the fire originated, was only brought to view 
after two more days spent in removing the sand caved and 
fallen to a depth of ten feet in the stair-tower, and in quanti- 
ties sufficient to fill up the passages. Entrance into the store- 
room itself was not effected until the tenth day spent in cooling 
its red-hot walls. The effect of the fire on the masonry here, 
and elsewhere in less degree, was exceedingly injurious. The 
arch of the inner chamber or magazine proper had fallen in, 
entirely filling the space with debris brought down with it 
from the slope of the gorge. The arch of the commissary 
room was hanging in the most precarious condition, the crack- 
ing of the bricks being audible during the process of cooling. 
The bricks in the stair-tower from bottom to top were burnt 
and friable to the depth of an inch and a half. So were the 
bricks in all the casemates through which the fire had passed. 
In the second tier the scarp- wall had started away from the 
piers, in one p\ave a full inch. The pier arches of the lower 
tier were all cracked at the crown and haunches. 

If the particulars of this combined explosion and fire may 
seem to have been related in too great detail, the reason is that 
the extent and severity of the fort's injuries have never before 
l)een made public ; and, in fact, they were not adequately appre- 
ciat^nl by all who knew them at the time. It was not alone the 
damaged masonry or the desolated quarters, with their urgent 

13 
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call for ill! mediate attention to the refitting of them and the re- 
storing of all eommunicatlons, that gave alarm at this juncture; 
it was more esix?cially the crowded, uncomfortable, and unhealthy 
life at the fort which followed upon the disaster, and threat- 
ened the abandonment of the post. So much was this the case, 
that if the enemy had chosen to maintain for one week the 
heavy fire ojx^neil for a few hours on the morning of the explo- 
sion the evacuation of the fort might have been necessarily brought 
about. If the first crisis in Fort Sumter's historv had been 

m 

at the close of the August bombardment, when Greneral Beau- 
regaixl decideil, agjiinst the opinion of some, to approve his chief 
engineer's advice and hold the ruins with infantry to the last 
extremity, the second crisis was surely this of the 11th of De- 
cember following. Through default of such harassing fire as 
the Federals, combining their land and naval artillery, might 
have kept up for a week or more at this time, the defense of 
Foit Sumter w-as successfully prolonged. 

A few nights after the catastrophe the fort was visited for 
the purpose of inspection, and at the request of the engineer 
in charge, by General Beauregard, accompanied by Colonel 
Rhett and Lieutenant-Colonel Harris, chief engineer. By 
tiieir orders the most vigorous measures were immediately 
taken to rt»store the burnt quarters and communications of 
the interior. The furnishing of materials for construction, the 
transportation, the supply of labor, all received new impulse 
from this date, and the difficulties seemed only to have stimu- 
late<l to now and stronger resolves. A magazine was again 
propanMl in the place of the exploded one, by dividing the 
comniissarv room, where the fire originated, into t\vo halves 
of a triangular section, the upj>er filled in over heavy logs 
slant<Hl diagonally from top to bottom of the room; the lower 
half s(»cured in this \vay to accommcxlate the ordnance supplies 
neode<l in that precinct of the fort. The brickwork overhead 
in this charal)er was so cracked and damaged as to make the 
transformation a work of extreme peril until the injured arch 
was relieved by the sand-filling over the logs. 

Stout }>Ianks and heavy timber took the place of sandbags, 
hitherto used in the lower casemates to retain the slopes of the 
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protec*tiiig counterfort. The pier-arches of the same locality 
wei-e all strengthened with timber frames and centring. The 
up|)cr casemates of the burnt district were narrowed to receive 
a framed chamber, eight feet square in section and extending 
through four or five of them, with sand filled above and around 
the timbers. These changes in the upjxT and lower casemates 
afforded quarters altogether superior to those in use Ixjfore the 
accident.* 

A task of labor and |iatience was the clearing out and refitting 
of the stair-tower in the south-western angle, filled for one-third 
of its total height of thirty-four feet with rubbish, broken stone 
stej)s, charrc<l timl)ers, and sand. Three flights of stairs, capjKnl 
with the heaviest of timber roofing and covered with six feet 
of sand, put this most impoilant thoroughfare once more into 
good condition. From the same tower there had to be entirely 
rebuilt galleries of communication with the new bombproof 
quarters of the second tier and with the parade of the fort in 
the interior of the south-wc?stern angle. This latter thorough- 
fare gallery required to be mined through the sand-filling of 
two rooms to its opening into the parade, close under cover of 
the " indestructible '^ gorge. This work was greatly hindered 
by the caving and sliding of the sand. 

But the undertaking that called for most perseverance and 
arduous labor wos the putting into some order, and even turning 
to useful purpose, the ruins of the northern and north-eastern 
faces. The illustrations have shown how utterly demolished 
these parts were outwardly to the casual observer, but no idea 
could \ye a^nveved of their inward destruction. With the ex- 

* It was in this region of the fort that one of the most picturesque effects 
was produced by the combination of ruin and repair. About midway on the 
western face one of the upper casemates lay partly open to the reverse fire of 
the iron -clad ships, and was not used for quarters. But next to it, and com- 
municating with it over the top of a barrier of sandbags, was another case- 
mate where a detachment of the garrison found very good shelter, though 
but little comfort. This latter became known as the "Robbers' Cave." 
Everything within and without was of the wildest form and composition. 
To stand by night where one could spy through the outer casemate, close 
under its battered arch, over the barrier and down into the dark recesses of 
the inner chamber, where a flickering fire alone lighted up the soldiers asleep 
or on guard, was to be living among the mountains of romance. 
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ception of those used for the " three-gun battery," all the case- 
mates, upper and lower, of these two faces of the fort were 
either badly damaged or entirt»ly shot away, and the whole 
series buried in debris of the most compact, ponderous, and 
in(\>ngruoas nature. Huge ma**ses of brickwork or concrete, 
tous in weight, splintered and broken beams of wood, bars and 
rails of iron, sometimes entire, heavy guns, carriages, chassis, 
and platforms, wedged tight witli wrecked packages of quarter- 
master or commissary stores, constituted altogether as cliaotic a 
pile as could be conceived. 

It was determined to build a gallery through this mass, so as 
to bring the north-eastern angle of the fort, where the armed 
casemates bore on the channel, into communication with head- 
quarters on the western front. There was only one way of 
doing this, and that was by mining or tunnelling through the 
long ridge- of ruins that lay between the sally-port on the west 
and the "three-gun battery" on the east. This bold plan was 
forthwith put in execution, and, although four weeks were re- 
quired for its construction, the gallery was pushed, through 
innumerable obstacles, to its successful ending. With a section 
three feet wide and six feet high it was built, for the most part, 
of lieavy plank, but where the arches of the lower casemates 
had been crushed in, heavy timber was substituted for the plank. 
Immovable blocks of solid masonry were cut through ; gun- 
c*arriages had to be sawed or choj)j)ed out of the way ; caving 
of ruined masses had to be encountered, and all manner of 
delays endured before the work was done. It was two hundred 
and seventy-five feet in length. Another gallery of the same 
plan, but of less importance, was conducted by mining at the 
SiUiie time through some of the basement rooms of the gorge, to 
communicate with the abandoned south-eastern magazine fnmi 
the direction of the " centre Ixmibproof." The execution was 
through wet sand and through wetted cotton-bales, except on 
approaching the magazine, w^hcre a pier of solid brick five feet 
in thickness was met and passed through l)efore the gallery 
attaineil its full length of fifty feet. The two chambers of this 
abandoned magazine became, from this date to the end of the 
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defense, valuable places of reserve, being aseil for the storage 
of provisions. 

On the exterior of the fort the mass of debris thrown down 
by the battering of the eastern wall was constantly exposed to 
tlie action of the waves, and at times so reduced in bulk as to 
contribute nothing to the protection of that flank of the work. 
In rough weather the breakers would dash their spray over the 
crest of the wall, which was in places not more than twenty feet 
alK)ve high water. To stop the loss of valuable material in this 
direction a line of iron girders, once flooring-joists, was planted 
at the water's edge, the irons being set peq^endicularly in the 
crevices of the rocks, and serving, like the yioHts of a fence, to 
retain other irons laid horizontally and piled one upon anotlier, 
so as to retain the debris in a kind of permanent footing for the 
slope above. This retaining wall of irons and solid masses of 
brick masonry about four feet high proved to be a durable 
adjunct to the stability of this much-ex}Kxsed flank. The uj)- 
right irons were made also to carry lines of wire entanglement 
above the retaining wall. 

In all this time, as the year was drawing to a close, the enemy 
maintained no more than a weak, desultory fire upon the fort. 
It was done with SO-jwunder rifles from Cumming's Point and 
mortars from their middle battery. Such firing was always 
recorded with the severer sort, but it need have no further 
referonw made to it in this history. It served but to mark in 
its way the ordinary climate of the post. 

The commander, always ready tx> inspire with something of 
his own buoyancy the minds of his comrades and the garrison, 
announced his purpose to make preparations for spending a merry 
Christmas in Fort Sumter. The surroundings were not likely to 
lend the project aught of the "grace of congruity." Festivities 
were rare enough at the fort. Nevertheless, some extras were 
arranged for the soldiers, and the several messes of the officers 
were gladdened by the receipt of well-packed boxes and hampers 
from their homes. A notable dinner was spread for the occasion 
in the head-quarters casemate of the " three-gun battery." For a 
table the chassis of a 10-inch columbiad, run fonvanl intobatter}% 
furnished three irregular lines of support to dishes and plates ; for 
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chairs, it was found that carpet-bags, sandbags, valises, stands of 
grape, and even round shot, could be used ; while with plentiful 
supplies of recast turkey, wild ducks, oysters, sweet potatoes, etc. 
the hardships of life were greatly alleviated. But there was a 
reminder of grim-visaged war presented that day in the centre- 
piece of the banquet. It was nothing less than the half of a 
monstrous shell, fifteen inches in diameter, set in a iflattened 
sandbag and serving for a punch-bowl to the dinner-jwirty. 

The Confederates on John's Island had for some time been 
preparing a Christmas visit to the gunboats lying in Stono off 
Legareville. But when they opened on the Marblehead at early 
dawn of the 25th with some light and some heavy siege-guns, 
it soon l>ecame evident that the navy was not to be caught nap- 
ping this time, as when the Isiiacr Smith was captured a year 
before. Though considerably damaged, the Marblehead fouglit 
well, and, being joined by the Pawnee and a mortar-schooner, 
the three brought the action to a closo within an hour, defeating 
the Confederates, and causing them to leave Iwhind two 8-incli 
siege-howitzers for a prize to the victors. 

About the middle of January, 1864, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Elliott, for the first time since assuming command of Fort 
Sumter four months previous, sought a brief respite of one 
week's ahsonce, leaving Captain Francis T. Miles of the Charlt^s- 
ton battalion (Twenty-seventh South Carolina voluntwrs) in his 
place. Short as it was, this officer's term of command was dis- 
tinguishe<l by an (MX*urron('(» as unexpo(^(<^Hl as it was agreeable. 
This was a visit paid the fort by a small party of la(li(»s under 
the escort of an officer of hi^h rank. Threading the labyrinth 
of galleric^s and damaged casemates, clanil)ering over ruinwl 
arches up to the very crest of the battennl walls, the venturous 
party seemcKl to enjoy the incidcMit. Favored by mild weather, 
by a clear, moonlight night, and no firing at all, the visit c*ould 
not have been better time<l. 

A few nights later and they would have been too roughly 
gre(»t(Hl, for while tlu^ transport -steamer was unloading at the 
wharf on the night of the 2Hth of January tlie enemy o|x?ne<l 
with mortars quite seriously, followinir after daylight with heavy 
rifles and columbiads. The battering fire was first directed at 
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the south-eastern, and afterward at the south-western, angle. This 
lasted continuously for three days, or until the 1st of February, 
and may be recorded as the third minor bombardment. The 
second was that opened on the fort when the magazine exploded 
(December 11th). The total of shot and shell fired was 583, as 
may be more particularly seen in the Calendar of the Appendix. 
Considerable material was lost by the fort, but repairs every 
night restored it.* 

It was during this minor bombardment that another of those 
gallant feats of flag-raising was performed for which the post 
was becoming distinguished. As the despatch of the com- 
manding oflicer well describes the scene, it is best to give it 
here in full : "At 3 P. M. (January 30th) the flagstaff (at the 
south-eastern angle) was shot down. It was first replaced upon 
a small, and aft;erwaRl upon a larger, staff by Private F. Sha- 
for, Company A, Lucas's battalion, who stood on the top of the 
8and-para|)et and repeatedly waved the flag in the sight of the 
enemy. He was assisted by Corporal Brassingham and Private 
Charles Banks of the same corps, and by Mr. Henry Bentivo- 
glio Middleton of the Signal Corps, who is acting as adjutant 
of the post in the absence of the regular officer. They were 
exjK)sed to a rapid and accurate fire of shells. At the close 
of the scene, Shafer, springing from the cloud of smoke and 
dust made by a bursting shell, stood long waving his hat in 
triumph. It was a most gallant deed, and the effect upon the 
garrison was most inspiring." This scene occurred on the same 
spot as that recorded in the case of Private James Tupper two 
months previous, and the same remarkable absence of casualty 
attended it. Like the former, this feat also was made the sub- 
ject of a general order. 

While Sumter was allowed a respite at this time. General 
Gillniore prepared an invasion of Florida, and made part of 
his plan to be a diversion in considerable force on John's Isl- 
and, South Carolina. On February 9th, while he was landing 

* General Gillmore's head-quarters were at this time removed to Hilton 
Head, Brigadier-General Terry was established at Follv Island, and Colonel 
W, W. H. Davis, acting brigadier, was in command of Morris Island with 
5000 men and nearly 100 guns. 



200 THE DEFENSE OF CHARLESTON HARBOR 

5000 men under Brigadier-General T. Seymour at Jacksonville, 
Florida, the Union trooi>s apj)eared, 2000 strong, on John's 
Island. They were met a mile above "the haul-over/' and 
resisted stubbornly by Major John Jenkins, commanding a 
small force, mostly cavalry, and with two guns of Parker's 
battery (Marion Artillery). On the two following days the 
Confederates, reinforced by a Virginia brigade under Briga- 
dier-General Henry A. Wise and by a j)orti(m of Colquitt's 
Georgia brigade en route to Florida, made a stand at Fripp's 
house, from three to four miles frt)m "the haul-over," with 
about 2000 men. The Confederate artillery engaged consist- 
ed of two light batteries, Parker's and Charles's, which were 
(effectually served. But it was apparent that the movement was 
ending on the i)art of the invaders, for they withdrew from 
John's Island on the 12th, covered by the fire of their gun- 
boats. Their loss is unknown ; the loss of the Confederates 
W5US only 17. To favor General Wise, the harbor-batteries were 
ordered to open vigorously upon Morris Island, and they did so. 
The concentration of troops by the Confederates, notwithstand- 
ing this diversion on John's Island, was so complete in Florida 
that the victorv of (^lustc^ or Ocean Pond on the 20th of Feb- 
ruary well rewarded General Beauregard for his pains and 
preparations in defense of his military department. 

Anotlier demonstration with tlic same pur})ose was made on 
Bull's Bay. Of 1000 men but few were landed, on account of 
stormy weather: this was March 8th, and attracted little atten- 
tion (Davis). 

A more serious event of this period was the sinking of die 
blockadcr steam-sloop Ilousatonic, carrying eleven guns, off 
Charleston harlx)r, February 17th, by a "fish," or diving, tor- 
peilo-boat fitted out in Charleston and (commanded by Lieuten- 
ant G. E. Dixon of the Twenty-first Alabama regiment. This 
daring offiwr and his crew of six ])erished in the attack.^ After 
the war the ^* fish " boat was found at the bottom close to the 

* The men's names were "Arnold Becker. ('. Simpkins, James A. Wicks, 

F. Collins, Ridgway, all of the Confederate navy, and Corporal C. F. 

Carlson of Captain F. W. Wagener's company of artillery." (Scharfy page 
761.) 
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wreck of the larger vesseL Captain Pickering of the Housa- 
tonic was seriously bruised by the explosion, and five others 
wore drowned : Ensign E. C. Hazeltine, C. O. Muzzey, John 
Williams, Thomas Parker, and John Walsh. 

Before operations in Charleston harbor were resumed with 
anv earnestness there was chronicled on the calendar of Fort 
Sumter one of those pleasant incidents which serve to break 
through the clouds of war as with a gleam of light and peace. 
It is mentioned by the authorities of both sides that the 22d 
of February, 1864, was celebrated with becoming military 
salutes, the Federal fleet and the batteries on Morris Island 
joining with the forts, gunboats, and fortifications of the Con- 
federates in commemorating the birthday of George Washing- 
ton. At Fort Sumter there were doing duty at this time, under 
Captain James M. Carson, parts of two companies of the Wash- 
ington Light Infantry (Twenty-fifth South Carolina volunteers). 
As the day was likewise the anniversary of their organization, it 
was celebrated by them with the permission of the commander 
of the post. They banqueted with toasts, songs, speeches, and 
the music of their favorite brass band (Muller's Eutaw); alto- 
gether, with more elegance and completeness, in the then refitted 
casemates of the western flank, than the head-quarters mess had 
done two months before when they ate their Christmas dinner 
in the crowded battery in the opposite quarter of the fort. 
Doubtless, there were many such festive gatherings under the 
Union flag that day — significant all that when hostile camps 
concur in such an observance they are preparing unconsciously 
for pacification and reunion.^ 

This was the period marked by the introduction of something 
quite new in the defense of fortresses. A post so advanced as 
Fort Sumter had become since September was perilously iso- 
lated, and on the dark nights greatly exposed to capture from 
assault. Everything in such a case depended on the promptest 
manning of the walls to repel attack; and to effect this General 
Beauregard suggested that a system of bell-ringing be used 

^ The same saluting on both sides distinguished the 22d of Febniary, 1861. 
C'astle Pinckney opened early with a salute of thirteen guns, and at noon the 
guns of Sumter fire<l a national salute. (Oenesis of the Civil War, Crawford.) 
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throughout the fort to communicate the alarm from the look- 
out sentinel on the wall or in the breach to the commanders of 
detachments in the bombproof quarters of the garrison. The 
plan ordered was executed without delay, and from four points 
on the crest of the ruins the signal of danger could be trans- 
mitted by the sentinel or his officer touching a bell-pull. This 
at once rang the alarm in the soldiers' quarters down below in 
the cavernous recesses of gallery and casemate, otherwise only to 
l)e reached with a delay that might have proved fatal. The sys- 
tem was maintained in perfect working order from this time in 
February to the end of the defense in the same month of the 
following year. It was a mode of alarm as startling as it was 
complete, and few of the surviving defenders of Fort Sumter 
in those long watches of the night will be apt to forget the use 
of those bells, with the turning-out of the garrison to meet a 
tlirc»atened assault. 

The spring of 1864 began with a minor bombardment, the 
fourth of its clas^. The loth day of March was signalized by a 
battering fire of 143 shots directed at the east angle of the fort; 
and this was the occasion of it : The three armed casemates in 
this quarter were but ]K)()rly protected by their scarp-wall, it 
having b(x»n nuich duinaged in places by both the land and the 
naval fire. The wall had bwn streiigthenc^d during the winter 
by a cribwork or grillaj^e on the exterior, ballasted with debris 
and adding ton feet to its thickness. The material useil for the 
lower coiirsintj^ was pin(» tinilnT; lor the upper, including the 
embrasures, palnictto.' Tliis work had been prosecuted with as 
nnich stHTccy as possible, owin^ to the fact of its l>eing discov- 
erable by ilw. nu)nitoi*s in their most advanced ])osition off the 
eastern anj^le. It liad no sooner been finished than the discovery 
was made. The nM'onnoitrinti: monitor si<rnalled to the batteries 
of Morris Island, and they opencnl with their heavy rifles a slant 
fir(» n|)on the extreme rijjjht of the structure, where it was built 
up hii»;hest after the manner of a flank inji^ traverse. But, 
althon<xh they splintered and partly demolishe<l it, they did no 
real damat!;e to the main work, which the traverse was designed 

* Iron plating lia<l l»eoii appluMl for, but the Navv LX'partment declined to 
furnish it. 
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to protect.^ An exoellent view of this cribwork is presented 
among the illustrations, showing the splintered and the unhurt 
|)arts. It remained in good ser\'iceable condition till the last. 
In the foreground, on the left, may be seen the wires and iron 
girders used for fenfe-jjosts to carry the wires by way of obstacles 
and entanglements to an assaulting enemy. The masses and 
piles of bmken masonry at the water's edge attest the serious 
demolition of the fort. 

Advantage was taken of the comparative quiet at this season 
to vffiict at least three im]M>rtant improvements: 

1. The ventilation of the casemates of the '^ three-gun bat- 
ter}-," just mentione<l, had hitherto been too free for comfort during 
times of heavy mortar-shelling. It was now, by a covering of 
st^Mit timber framing and sufficient sand, made to be thoroughly 
Ixmibproof. The great sand counterfort, or parados, covering 
these (»semates from fire in reverse, was raisetl ten feet higher, so 
as to protect lK)th the ventilator and the o\)e\\ arches of the second 
tier of casemates. The batter}', in this state protected in front, in 
rear, and overhead, remained intact and unchanged to the end. 

2. The casemates on the city front, next to the north-western 
angle and the new sally-port, had once been the resort of too 
many shells from the land and naval guns. In consequence, 
th(»y IxH^uno disuscnl and their guns dismounted, and were 
tliorough farces much littercKl and eneumlxjred with nibbish. But 
in honorable exception to tlie casemates of this vicinity that one 
on tlic paU'COHpi^j or truncat(»d an^icle, was occupied by an in- 
domitable old .sni(H)thlx)re »V2-pounder. This gun had siTvetl 
faithfully througli all the fort's ordeals, Iwiug known as the 
"evening gun,'' and l)cing fircnl to salute the flag when it was 
IowcfcmI every evening at sun-down. It was for seven or eight 
months the only gun fired in the fort. Its report after sunset on 
calm evenings would l)e cauglit up by the eiJioing shores of the 

* It wiiH iluring tliiK firing that some alarm was felt for the safety of the ser- 
vice-magazine in this (|uarter. Smoke Reemtnl to be coming forth from its 
entrance after the explosion of a shell on the outside; and the order was given 
to John H. Houston, a foreman of the Engineer department, to take twelve 
men with him an<l remove the pow<ler; which he did with as cool daring as 
was ever reconle<l in war. His services and promotion have been already 
noticed in Chapter IX. 
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inner harbor and mellowed in the distance, with somewhat of 
the sentiment of its own isolation, endurance, and fortitude. 
In the clearing up and rearranging of this quarter of the fort, 
made necessary by the explosion and burning of the 11th of 
Deccmfxir, it was decided to protect and arm these casemates in 
the vicinity of the "evening gun/^ for it was found that with 
three heavy guns mounted in them a section of the harbor could 
Ik* covered that was not entirely commanded by either Battery 
Bee on Sullivan's Island or by Fort Johnson on James Island. 
A(x.'onlingly, the "evening gun*' gave place to a banded and 
riflctl 42-pounder ; another, of the same calibre, was mounted 
next on the left ; while in the casemate next south of the sally- 
ix)rt a double-banded and rifled 8-inch columbiad was duly in- 
stalled. These armed casemates were also ventilated, as well as 
protec^ted, by a covering mass of heavy earthwork on the side of 
the parade or interior of the fort. Since there were at this time 
two distinct batteries of three guns each, the old one was hence- 
forth called the " East Battery,*' and the new one the " West 
Battery." This latter was completed on the 12th of February. 

3. The condition of the parade at one time threatened very 
seriously the health of the post. Reduced by the excavations 
to a level three feet below high-water mark, it began to collect 
in some of its pits stagnant and offensive water.* The drainage 
necessary for sanitary purposes was obtained by sinking a shal- 
low well in the north-western region of the parade, by directing 
the water of the area through two cross-drains into the well, and 
drawing out thence, by a pump which emptied through a con- 
venient embrasure into the harbor, all the superfluous or stagnant 
water in the interior of the fort. These measures were found 
corrective of the evil ; and they were further made effectual by 
gradually filling up the parade to within two and a half feet of 
its former level. 

The months of March and April passed with very few inci- 
dents at the fort. Besides the one day's firing (15th of March) 
already descrilxxl, there was one entire night (3d of April) of 

' Whether from this cause or the crowded quarters, after the explosion and 
6re in Decenil>er the garrison was threatened with an epidemic of cerebro- 
spinal meningitis during the winter of 1863-64. 
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heavy mortar-shelling, and then, later, at the close of April, 
si»veral days were distingnished by a novel discharge of mortars, 
eight or ten in nnmber, firing in volleys, all together, at irrx^- 
nlar intervals, and with considerable annoyance to the garrison.^ 
This {KKniliar form of sharp practice was continued into the 
month of May. By this time the im]K)rtant operations around 
IVtcM-sbnrg and Richmond were reducing the Confederate amiy 
of Xorthern Virginia. Already, on the 20th of April, General 
Bc;uin>gard had l)cen railed away to assist General Lee in front 
of Petersburg — a service rendered with brilliancy jiiore distin- 
guished than history luis yet acknowledged. He resigned the 
<*onnnand of the dci)artment of South Carolina, Georgia, and 
Florida to Major-Gcneral Sam Jones, a merit<:)riou8 officer of 
the armit^s of Virginia and Tcnnessct*. New officers and troops 
were daily ro<[uircd for the same field around the Confederate 
Capital, and the commander of Fort Sumter, himself jiromoted 
to the full colonelcy of an infantry regiment near Petersburg, 
and soon after made brigadier-general, was nJieved on the night 
of May 4, 1864, by Captain John C. Mitchcl of the First South 
Carolina Artillerv. 

C\)lonel Klliott had thus performed eight months of arduous 
service at the po.<t of honor in the entrance of Charleston har- 
bor, lie found it a disinantI(Hl and silenced fort, a ruined habi- 
tation, an exposcnl outpost, a jH'rilous command. He left it a 
formidable earthwork, armed with six heavy guns and furnish- 
ing Comfortable quaitci's for three hundred men — an outj>ost 
still, and much exposed to assault as well as bombardment, but 
with a proud record of endurance, a long list of brave defenders, 
and his own name carvcnl lu^h ou its invincible front. Inside 
the harbor preparations of resistance* were wellnigh complete : 
the iortifications perfcctnl by Beauregard and his chief engineer. 
Colonel Harris, the artillery and garrisons disposed and pnic- 

* On tlio 13th of April, during some prju'tioe l>etween the Federal batteries 
on (/umininji:'s IVuiit and the ( on fe<l crate works on James Island, a pnmiising 
youncf member nf tlie Sijxnal Corps, Jos4»{)h P. Huper. was looking on from 
tile m<»st conspicMiDiis part of tlie fort, the south-western angle, and thought- 
lessly wavi'd liis cap when the ('(mfe<lerate gunners made a hit. The action 
instantly <h"ew iijjon him the tire (»f a 30-poimder Parrot rifle from Cnmniing's 
Point ; the shell exploded with great precision and took off his head. 
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tised by Brigadier-General Ripley and Colonel Rhett, were with- 
out exaggeration models of sea-coast defense, and, for their day, 
the finest in the world. So must have thought the enemy ; for 
tlie Federal commandei's of both land and naval forces were 
now hesitating what plan of attack they should next adopt, and 
even at Washington the heads of departments ap|)eared to l)c 
ahogether baffled and disconcerted by their want of success 
before the strongholds of Charleston. (^Memoir of Rear-Admiral 
Daldgrm, pages 431, 436, 443.) 

Joint Reaolutum of Thanks to General Beauregard and the Officers and Men 
of his Command for their Defense of Charleston ^ 6'. C. 

Resolved by the Congress of the Confederate States of America, That the 
thankH of Congress are eminently due, and are hereby cordially tendered, 
to General G. T. Beauregard and the officers and men of his command 
for their gallant and successful defense of the city of Gharlefton, S. C. — a 
defense which, for the skill, heroism, and tenacity displajpd by the de- 
fenders during an attack scarcely paralleled in warfare, whether we 
consider the persistent efforts of the enemy, or his almost boundless 
resources in the most approved and formidable artillery and the most 
powerful engines of war hitherto known, is justly entitled to be pro- 
nounced glorious by impartial history and an admiring country. 

Resolved f That the President be requested to communicate the fore- 
going resolution to General Beauregard and the officers and men of his 
command. 

Approved February 8, 1864. 




FORT SUMTER^S FLAG, FEBRUARY 2, 1864, AS SKETCHED BY THE AUTHOR. 

(This was a new one, substituted for the flag of the 29th of January, and torn as above in 
four days' use. It was flown at the eastern angle of the gorge.) 



CHAPTER XI. 

FORT JOHNSON ATTACKED— FORT SUMTER'S THIRD GREAT 

BOMBARDMENT. 

May 4-July 20, 1864. 

The Nkw Commander op Fort Sumter, Captain Mitciiel — General 

(ilLLMORH TraNHFERRED TO ViRUINIA — ReAR-AdMIRAL DaHLUREN'S 

Second Council of War adverse to Attack — Sixth Minor Bom- 
bardment—Fort Moultrie Disables a Monitor — General Foster 

SUCCEEDS CiENERAL GiLLMORE — FLAGSTAFF REPLACED WITH GrEAT 

Exposure— Seventh Minor Bombardment — General Foster's 
Project of Combined Operations against Charleston- Skirmish 
ON Jamks Island^Attack in Barges on Fort Johnson quickly 
Repulsed— Skirmish on John's Island — The Monitors in Stono 
threaten Baitkry Pringle— Confederates concentrate on 
John's Island — Successful Attack upon the Union Intrenched 
Position, followed by Complete Abandonment of the Island — 
Third Great Bombardment opens July 7th— Small Working- 
force in Sumtkr unable to repair Damages at the Fort — Men 
AND Material Required and Furnished Immediately — Captain 
Mitciiel, commanding Fort Sumtkr, mortally AVounded on the 
Fourteenth Day— Resistance of the Fort stubbornly Main- 
tained. 

The new commander of Fort Snmtor was Captain John C. 
Mitchol. A son of tlic Irish patriot and exile, he had shared 
witii liis father the life in Australia and witli him escaped to 
America. Soon after arriving in the Southern States he learned 
of the approaching hostilities, and, rej)airing to South Carolina, 
was commissicmcxi lieutenant hy Governor Pickens in the regular 
artillery of the State servi<x\ His first duty was in Fort Moul- 
trie, under Lieutenant-Colonel (afterward Brigadier-General) 
R. S. Riplev, assisting in the rcHluetion of Fort Sumter, April 
12 and 13, 18()1. As eaptain in the First Regiment South 
Carolina Artillery (regulars) he took part in the capture of the 
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Federal gunboat Isaac Smith in the Stono River, and later was 
in c»oniinand of the works on the southern end of Morris Island 
when the Federal army and navy combined to capture them. 
He had bcKX)rae worthily distinguished in the military district, 
and the choice was generally regarded as promising well for the 
growing honor of the post. Captain Mitchel was only in his 
twenty-Hfth ye^ir at this date. His promotion to a majority had 
Ikh}u warndy rccH)in mended and wits daily expected. 

Mwinwhile, there had lx>en a change of commanders on the 
Federal side also. About the 1st of May, Major-General Q. A. 
Gillniore, after ten months' active service, turned over the opera- 
tions on Morris Island to his subonlinates, Brigadier-General 
J. P. Hatch and Brigadier-General A. Schimmelfennig, and 
went Xorth, taking with him troops from this department to a 
more active theatre of war. But the naval force appears to 
have not been reduced ; the iron-clad squadron of eight vessels 
was " in go(xl fighting order," and the rear-admiral evinced some 
disiK)sition to renew the attack. Yet being undecided as to the 
plan and magnitude of the movement, he convened the captains 
of his armored vessels on the 10th and 12th of May to consider 
the question : " Is it advisable to attack Sumter and reduce its 
ix)wer, offensive and defensive, with the present force of seven 
monitors and the Ironsides, having reference to all the questions 
involved?" The vote given was seven in the negative to two 
in the affirmative, and the admiral soon after informed the De- 
partment in Washington "that a council of war decided against 
attacking even the remnant of Sumter."* What could have 
bix^n so formidable in Sumter at this date is hard to conjecture. 
Yet this decision was the same as that of a previous council held 
in the fleet Octol)er 22d of the year before.* 

A fwble demonstration only came out of the admiral's aggres- 
sive temper at this |x^riod. On the 13th, 14th, 15th, and 16th 
he sent in two monitors each day to take position off the sea- 
face of the fort, while the land-batteries on Morris Island com- 
binwl with them in cannonading the work. The fire was kept 
np at night with the lighter rifles and the mortars, a total of 
1140 shots l)eing discharged in the four days, and the casualties 

' Memoirs, Dahlgren, pages 453, 454. • 76., page 419. 
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aniountiiig to 1 killed and 4 wounded. This may be called the 
sixth minor bombardment. 

Its etfiK'ts were wnfined to the ejLstem or sea-face, and amount- 
ed to some weakening of that quarter, but to.no extent l)eyond 
reimir. Two arched (mssages adjoining the stair-tower in the 
eastern angle were nH[uired to be filled up entirely to prevent 
their l)cing bn\ich(Ml. One of them had been uschI as head- 
quarters during the en>wding of the garrison in the previous 
I)ec(»ml)er, and was then |)rotected on the interior, or juinulc 
side, by the loopholeil blindage of logs shown in the view of 
that hxaility (page 181). 

Rut the leading feature of this minor bombanlment was the 
stop put to the monitors by the very effective fire from the bat- 
teries of Sullivan's Island. This was altogether done in less 
than an hour on the fourth day by the timely unmasking of 
some he^vy guns kept in reserve at Battery Bee until that mo- 
ment. The surprise and chagrin of the Federals were very 
noticeable, as they had been having an easy time during the 
pn^vious days. They retired, making signals with the admi- 
ral in tlic most animated manner ; one of the monitors having 
the coni^il rof)f of the pilot-house so wrecked and lifted as to 
])rosont the appearancM? of a damaged umbrella on a stormy 
day. Other injuries must have Wnm inflicted, as the pnictice 
of tlie batteries was romarkablv exact. This was the last tKxa- 
siou of any fire from tlic monitors upon Fort Sumter, and, in 
fact, the last fire of any kind they jiermitted themselves to 
receive at the hands of the harbor-batteries.^ 

About this time operations were rcsununl, rather timidly, by 
the Union army on the cf»ast. With the purpose of cutting 
the ("harlcston and Savannah Railroad where it crassitl the 
Aslicpoo River, Brigadier-GcMicral Birney embarked sixteiMi 
hundnnl men, mostly colorcil tr(M)ps, on three transports, and 
obtaine<l some gunboats fn)m the admiral to make diversitm 

* Jiul^e Cowley {AHwif and Ashort^) says : " The Inst shot at the naval branch 
of tlie siojje wjls firwl from a rifltnl tifiin in Moultrie at tlie Canoniciis c»n the 
4t]i of I'\'l»niary, 1S85. The projectile was ;in 8-inch shell, anil struck the 
ship jnst abaft the smokestack, exi>hHlin.i: on the impact, but doing no oilier 
harm than cutting away a boat-davit." 
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for liim up the Pon-Pon (or Edisto) River. The exj)edition 
(K'ciipied two clays, May 23d-24th, and terminated in faihire, 
with the entire loss of the finest transport, the Boston. This 
vessel got agnjuncj in the Ashepoo, and, being fired on by Earle's 
Confederate battery, wits abandoned in panicstrieken haste by 
her troops, and set on fire by order of the general, sacrifieing 
the lives of sixty horses by this aet of desecration. 

Towartl the end of May three or more attempts were made 
by small boats at night to reconnoitre the waters of the harbor 
betwwn Fort Sumter and Fort Johnson ; whether to examine 
the shallow soundings there or to seareh for the submarine cable 
of the telegraph, and cut it, could not be determined. The boats 
were disa)vered off the south- w^estern angle of Fort Sumter 
on three several occasions; and once, when fired on, they 
returned the fire with their howitzers, sending a few harmless 
shells high over the fort. 

General Gillmore's actual successor proved to be Major-Gen- 
eral J. G. Foster, formerly the captain of Engineers in charge 
of Fort Sumter under Major Anderson, sent now to reclaim, if 
p<3ssible, for his Government the prize it had lost three years 
before. He arrived at Port Roval on the 26th of Mav, 1864, 
and immediately conferred with Rear- Admiral Dahlgren con- 
cerning their future operations.' 

An important reduction in the naval force occurred early in 
June. This was the departure from the blockading fleet of the 
iron-clad frigate New Ironsides. She had been on the station 
off Charleston since April, 1863, and left finally on the 6th of 
June for the North. Ever since the attempt, made in Octol)er, 
eight months previous, to destroy her with a torpedo by Cap- 
tain Glassel of the Confederate navy, great csLre had been taken 
to protect the ship against such another danger. The injuries, 
at first thought to be slight, developed in time and caused her 
withdrawal from the fleet.* There remained of the armored 

* General Foster was a native of New Haraj«hire. p:railiiated at West Point 
in the Engineer corps 1846. was engaged as brigadier-peneml of volunteers in 
the capture of Newberne, N. C. He was subsequenily hrevetted a brigadier- 
general in the amiy and major-general of volunteers. He died in 1874. 

* ^fn1l. DafUffi-en^ page 426. See also Appendix B, under the head of " New 
Ironsides." 
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vt^<i*Is seven monitors, two of wliich were out of order. The 
rear-iulinirdl writes in his diary at this date that there were /our 
iron-irhul gunboats oi)iK)sed to him within tlie harbor of Charles-^ 
ton. In this ho was mistaken, as only three^ the Chia>ra, Pal- 
metto State, and Charleston, were ever in actual service : t\i'o or 
thriH* others weix; under construction at later dates. (See Chap- 
ter I., j)agc 34.) 

An instance of grt^at ax)lness and bravery occurred at Fort 
Sumter on the 20th of June. The flagstaff had been cut st> 
otlen hv the exjwrt artillerists of Morris Island that a new one 
had Ixxni placed on the crest of the gorge, nearly at its centre 
and about ten feet alx)ve the largt^ bombproof in that quarter. 
The new staff attracted attention, and, after receiving the oom- 
pliments of two or three shells from the sharpshooting 30- 
|>ounder rifles, it shartnl the fate of its predecessors. The stump 
ixMuainiMl fast in the cr(»st of the gorge- wall, while the splintered 
spar, l)earing the flag, was tlm)wn downward upon the top of the 
'' l)ombpr<M)f." In such citses the orders provided that the ser- 
geant of the guard should immediately plant a small battle-flag , 
in the place of the fallen colors. But some little delay occurring, 
the state of things wjis observeil by Lieutenant Charles H. Clai- 
hoiirnc, of tlio First South Carolina (regular) Infantry, who 
nui'le for the spot and niounteil the Lidder with the colors in 
his hand. Here, in full-length view of the enemy, he began to 
hish the two parts of the spar together with the halyards, while 
(h(» enemy, string the action, Ixigan firing as rapidly as the two 
cannon could be served. 

At (his eritieal moment the ro]x\"^, blown about by a high 
wind, beeinne entangled, and the spectators lx?low were fearing 
to se(» the lirave officer's life saerifia^l bv the delilv. But two 
generous and high-s])irited men of the Engineer department 
instantly sprang to the aid of the lieutenant. One, Sergi»ant 
N. F. Devereux, mountHl tlie wall and assisted him in the 
lashings, while the other, Corporal B. Brannon,^ sitting on the 
top of the ladder, held the slack of the halyards until the work 
w;w successfully acliiev(Kl. Five or six shells burst close over- 
h(^:ul and about tlieir feet or flew past them, but no hurt was 

' I)ct:iiU'(l from Kightetiiitli South Curnliiiii V(>lunteer8, Company G. 
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rcccMved. The aim of the skilled gunners may have been dis- 
tiirlKil by their extreme haste, but the exphxling of the shells 
was not equally under their control, and the prcser\'ation of 
life, due to a hijrlier Power, was remarkably impressive. The 
actors in tliis ^vne were heartily congratulated by Captain 
Mitchel and others who awaited their descent, and they were, 
l)esides, honorably mentionwl in department general orders. 
Among the many like instancx?s at Fort Sumter this case was 
conspicuous on ac^count of the greatest and longest exposure of 
jx^rson. 

Tlie flag was again cut down on the 24th and 27th, and re- 
plartxl without much risk. But on the 26th of June it was 
restored under circumstaiux^s very like tha^^c al)ove narrated, the 
actors Ixung Privates Walter Steele, Gist Guard, and D. K 
Badger, Company I, Twenty-seventh South Carolina volun- 
t(XM*s. They were also commended by name in department 
general onlers. 

During the next six or seven days the firing upon Fort Sum- 
ter was increased to the extent of another minor bombardment 
— the seventh — being sustained with mortars and the occasional 
service of the 300-ix)under rifle from May 30th to June 5th. 
Four casualties (x^curreil, but the fort suffered no damage. 

The Fcnloral commanders were consulting alx)ut this time as 
to their now plans of a)ml)ined attack. Once they discussed a 
])n)jcct of threatening James Island with the naval force on the 
Stono liivcr, and at the same time seizing a ]xxsition on the 
main land to the rear of Sullivan's Island. This was pn>].x)se(l 
by the admiral, but opposed by the g(MUTal. Then, it apjK^ars, 
an expedition against Darien on the coast of Georgia was almost 
deterniincHl on, but soon abando!io(l. A third enteqmse was to 
cut the Charleston and Savannah Railroad near the Ashepoo 
liivcr, and then attack in force l)etw(H»n Port Roval and Savan- 
nah. This too came to nothing. Finally, a con(«rted move- 
ment of some magnitude, having for its object the capture of 
Fort Johnson and Batterv Simkins on the James Island shore 
of the harbor of Charleston, wa^ planneil and adopted. While 
the fort and batterv were to Ix^ a.s<ault<Hl, demonstrations were to 
be made on James Island, John's Island, and the railroad Ixv 
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tween Charleston and Savannah. With abundant transportation 
and the powerful sup|>ort of the navy, Major-General Foster had 
at length resolved on a very serious attempt on Charleston itself. 
The iK)sition of Fort Johnson and its adjoining works was on 
the southern shore of the harbor, which, if occupied by the 
Union army, would give it at once the key to the whole mili- 
tary situation. 

Acconlingly, steps were taken in the end of June to organize 
the j)lan in five parts. To the nav^y was assigned the duty of 
engaging, with two monitors and some gunboats, the heavy bat- 
ter}' known as " Pringle/' which, in advance of old Fort Pem- 
berton, had been built to dispute the Stono against the armored 
vessels. It occupied the right of the new and jwwerful lines 
built by order of General Beaur^ard before he left the depart- 
ment. The rear-admiral was expected in this way to lend his 
strong support to two columns of troops, one operating on John's 
Island with 5000 men, under Brigadier-Generals J. P. Hatch 
and R. Saxton, the other moving on James Island with about 
2500 men, under Brigadier-General A. Schimmelfennig, who 
was also charged with preparing the attack on Fort Johnson. 
The expedition by North Edisto to cut the Charleston and 
Savannah Railroad was intrusted to Brigadier-General W. 
Birney. Thus the whole project was of greater importance 
than any operation on the coast since the siege of Battery 
Wagner in the previous year. 

The movements began with the advance of troops on the 
southern point of James Island early on the morning of the 
2d of July. They were under Colonel William Heine, One- 
Hundred-and-Third New York volunteers, and had been drawn 
fn)m Morris and Folly Islands for the purpose of weakening 
the garrison of Fort Johnson by this diversion. They were met 
at Rivers's Causeway with a determined resistance by a small 
force of infantry pickets under Major Edward Manigault of the 
siege-train, supported by a section of Blake's light battery, under 
Lieutenant T. M. Deljorme, and held in check obstinately for 
nearly an hour ; but by outflanking the guns before reinforce- 
ments arrived thev succeeded in capturing them ; then, ad- 
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vaiKMiig towunl the line:?, they intreiiehed themselves at a safe 
distaiiee in their front. This movement found tlie Confederates 
so weak on James Island that lirigadier-Genenil Taliaierrooould 
not attairk, hut was forixxl to do what the enemy desired — ^\i''itli- 
dniw a hundix^d men from Fort Johnson and wait for reinforce- 
ments. To stn»n«^then him a naval brigade from the hurix>r 
under Lieutenant \V. (i. Dozier vohmteennl, and even the fire 
<lepartment of tiie eity was sent for and temjionirily empK>yed 
on the lines. 

While tlu* defenders of Jamw Island were thus called awav 
from the real j)oint of attack on the harl)or of Charleston, l>rcp- 
ai*ations for it weiv made* at Morris Island hy embarking troo|)S 
in barj^ on th(> m'jrht of the same day. These, from the ei>ni- 
uiand of (lenend S<*liiinnu'lfenni«j, weix* tlie Fitty-seeond Penn- 
svlvania vohnit<M'r inlantrv, Cohniel II. M. Ilovt, and the One- 
IIundred-and-Twentv-s(»venth New York volunteer infantrv. 
Major K. II. Little, to«r<*t her with sixty men of the Thinl RluNle 
Island Artillerv — a total of nearlv KKK) men under command 
of Colonel William (Jurney of the C)n(»-Hundred-and-Twenty- 
sev(Mith New York ix'giment. 

OjK^ratin*^ in the narrow, tortuous channels and the shallow 
watcM^s of this approach to the harbor, their sucx'ess de|M>n(UKl 
very much on the closest c«»nc<'rt of action, and (^jxvially on 
takiujj advautairc of tlic time of hitrh water. A delay of twt» 
hours jrav(» the c\|MHliiion a i>a<l start. It was near dayliirht 
Im'Ioh' the i)oats, oi)!!^^*! to make a circuitous approach to the 
attack, wen* iu the ri^rlit p<»sition to a<lvauec and land thetniops. 
They had been ordered to phmmmmI well withiu the harlxir, and 
wlieu uorth of the i>each i>etweeu Ki»rt Johusou aud I{att<*rv 
Si!ukius to *' move i)y the left flank, pull vip)rously to lantl, ami 
assault with the bay«)!iet." Some of the boats got ajL^round, 
and were not up with the main ImkIv when day Ix^gjui to bn»:ik 
and tin' alarm was jxiven at Fort Johnson. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Joseph A. Yat(»s, of th(» Fii'st S<iuth C^in>- 
lina Artillery (rcirulars), was in eonnnainl of the i)ost, with a 
garrison re<luce<l \\\o day before by the withdrawal of a hundrcMl 
men. He had a hundre<l left slecpinLr at iIh* ix^mr^ of Fort John- 
son, an«l thirty mon» doing picket -duty at SIk-II Point, the site 
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of Battery Sinikins, distant in advance south-easterly eleven 
liiiiidnil yards, at tlie isxtremity of a low, narrow wind-i<pit. 
Tlie main |H)wer of Fort Johnson was in its water-battery of 
seven heavy guns, bearing only on the harbor and entirely ua- 




fitt«l to take part in such a defense as was now required. But 
on the flank about to lie attacked were some unfinished parapets 
for infantrv and petitions for light artillen,'. Two 30-]>onnder 
Parrott rifles, t<^tlier with some iield-pieees, were mounted 
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thcro, aiul with tlu^se fire wjls oiH'iieil on the advancing barges. 
Altliough suflbring little from this fire, the barges were thrown 
into gtx^at (*oniiision, and it is doubtful whether more than lialf 
of them ivally landed their troojw. It ap|)cars that only the 
lK)ats eoniniandeil by Colonel H. M. Hoyt, Lieutenant-Culunel 
Conynghain, Captain Camp, Lieutenant Stevens, and Lieutenant 
Evans, all of the Fiity-se<xmd Pennsylvania, and most of the 
Kh(Mle Island artillerists, the boats commandeil by Captain 
Henry and Lienteiiants Little and Alx»rcn>mbie, all of tlie 
One-Hundi-CHl-and-Twenty-seventh New York regiment, were 
broujjcht t4) shoix*. Th(» nst wavere<l and fle<l. Colonel Hoyt 
and his men, to what nundKT at that moment is uneertain, 
movcnl bravely to the jtssault of Fort Johnson, having eut oft' 
Lieutenant K. Lowndes, in eommand of the pickets at Batten' 
Sinikins. 

But bv this time the ConfcHlenite fire of infantry, as well 
as artillery from Colonel Yates's little garrison, was beginning 
to tell on the advan(»t\ The fire of the pickets luider Lieuten- 
ant LowncKs was opened on their rear, adding to the confusion. 
Their desertion by their friends was S(Km afler discovered, and, 
although some of their numlxM' gained the parapet and fought 
hiuid to hand, it was not lon<r before they surrenderecl. 

A larire niiinl)or of those who had landeil, however, eseajxxl 
to their boats and joined their eomradtv, already retrciiting on 
the water. The results wtMV, that 140 Federals, including Col- 
onel Hoyt and fiv(» com missioned offi(KM*s, were made prisoners, 
five or MX barges were eaptunnl or destroycnl, and the casualties in 
the assault were 7 killed and KJ wounded.^ To these must have 
iK'en add(Ml otJKM's oeenrringon tlie water or conceahxl by removal 
to the i>oats in the act of retreatinir. The defendei's lost 1 killeil 
and o wonnd(Ml in tlie ailair. But the embarrassment with the 
Confederates was that thev wen^ now outnumbi^red by their 
]>risoners. Lieutenant-ColoiK*! Yat(»s had to onler them into 
his l)ond>proof cjuarters and fortify himself against their sud- 
den rising. He had more Fech^rals than (\)nfederates in Fort 
Johnson until the arrival from Charleston of the Citadel Cadets, 
sent in th(» emer;x(»ney to act as a guard for him. 

* AccoriHng to gt'iieral ordur No. lo3, Hilton Head, November 7, 1864. 
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According to the report of Brigadier-General Taliaferro, tlie 
participants in this brilliant affair were Company G, First South 
Carolina Artillery, Lieutenant T. D. Waties ; Company K, of 
sjinic regiment. Captain Alfred S. Gaillard ; detachments of Com- 
pany E, Lieutenant R. L. Cooper, and of Companies A and E, 
Second South Carolina Artillery, Lieutenants M. P. Halsey and 
G. F. Raworth. A cx)mpany of infantry sent to reinforce the 
fort and a force of sailors from the armored rams in the har- 
bor are mentioned as having arrived during the action. It 
has been claimed that the "naval brigade," under Lieutenant 
Dozier, took the chief part in this fight, but the authority has 
not been given. The brigade did excellent work in the other 
operations on James Island, particularly on the Stono River ; 
and its valuable services were acknowledged with compli- 
mentary mention by Major-Geueral Sam Jones, commanding 
the department. 

The escaping boats, seen in broad daylight quite distinctly 
from Fort Sumter, drew on themselves the fire of heavy guns 
from Battery Cheves on the eastern shore of James Island, 
and even at long range from the works on Sullivan^s Island. 
Their retreat was extremely hurried while they disappeared up 
Schooner Creek toward their landing on Morris Island. For a 
blow aimed skillfully at an important place, and amounting to a 
surprise in point of numbers, it was delivered with utter feeble- 
ness. For a plan well conceived and arranged it was attended 
with entire failure. Censure w^s officially passed upon the offi- 
cers and men who had taisbehaved, the commander not escaping 
for his neglect to accompany the expedition or even to inform 
his second in command. Colonel Hoyt, of the fact. On the 
other hand, the vigilance of the Confederates under Lieutenant- 
Colonel Yates, their spirited defense and complete success, were 
fitly complimented by Major-Greneral Jones, commanding. They 
had thwarted an attempt which came very near deciding the 
fate of Charleston. (See reports. Southern Historical Socidy^a 
PaperSy vol. ii.) 

But this discomfiture on the 3d did not terminate the opera- 
tions of Major-General Foster. Directing the movement on 
John's Island, he landed that same morning at three points 
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with as many columns oonvei^ng toward the Stono^ so as to 
gain a position on the ri^t flank, and even to die rear, of the 
James Island lines. His advance was observed on the 3d and 
6th by Major John Jenkins, commanding a small fane of oav- 
aliy, with artillery under Captain R L. F^ker, subsequently 
reinforced by some companies of regular infimtiy fiom Geor* 
gia, under Major R. A. Wayne. But for the gallant resist- 
ance of these the artillery might have been captured. Major 
Jenkins then attacked the rear of their column, marchii^ up 
the Stone road, at Huntscum's Comer/ but hearing of thdr 
progress in spite of the cavalry left in their finont, he oounter- 
marched eleven miles in haste, and took position to dispute the 
way at GrimbalPs Waterloo Place, in the northern part of the 
island and about a mile fnim the Stono River. 

While this was passing the Federals on James Island weie 
forced back to the southern end by order of Brigadier-Oeneral 
Taliaferro ; the naval fire from the Stono upon Batteiy Pringle 
and the lines being maintained with vigor ^^unremittingly for 
eight days and nights.'^ (Report of Brigadier-Oeneral Tfalio^ 
feiro.) 

The expedition under Brigadier-Grcneral Bimqr, movfng np 
the North Edisto to cut the railroad, had completely failed after 
landing at White Point and meeting some opposition from cav- 
alry and artillery at King's Creek, IkjIow Adam's Run. Hastily 
withdrawn, these troops piussed over to John's Island, where 
they took part in larger operations. 

The Stono batteries on James Island, commanded by Major 
J. J. Lucas, were kept busily employed with the monitors, gun- 
and niortar-lK)ats. Battery Pringle lost the temporary use of 
some guns, but the hanl-worked garrison was relieved by fi'esh 
artillerists from the forts of the harbor under Major O. Bland- 
ing, bringing with them a favorite Brooke rifle, which soon told 
on the distant boats and obliged them to shift their station. As 
a last resort, the Federals sent up stream on the night of the 
9th, with the tide, three fire-rafts for the purpose of destroying 
the unfinished bridge across the Stono intended to connect James 
with John's Island ; but the mfis were arrested and the danger 
averted by the prompt assistence of a detachment from the naval 
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battalion iiniler Lieut<?nant W. G. Dozier, who took to the water, 
boariletl tlie rafts, and brought them to tlie shore.^ 

On Jolni's Island, at the Waterloo Place, the fighting was 
rt^sunicd on the 7th, and became more serious than anywhere 




dt, auprn^ 



[The Confederate lines of James Island rested on the Stono Biver at Fort Pringle and 

Battery Trnes.] 

else. The Federal force under Brigadier-General Hatch con- 
sisted of 5000 infantry, 100 cavalry, and two sections of artil- 
lery at this time. The forenoon was occupied with a sharp 
engagement between the artillery of both sides, Parker's and 
Charles's batteries distinguishing themselves for exc^ellent prac- 
tice, and the afternoon with a flank movement of the Federals. 
This threatened at first to be successful, but, being bravely and 
stubbornly resisted by Major R. A. Wayne, commanding the 
First Georgia regulars, and some detachments of the Second 
South Carolina Cavalry, under Captains T. H. Clark and A. H. 
Dean, and by the light batteries of Walter, Charles, and Parker, 
it failed in its purjK)se.' At length, by order of Brigadier-Gen- 
eral B. H. Robertson, who had been sent by Major-General 

* Tlie officers at the Stono batteries, under Majors Lucas and Blanding, were 
Captains T. B. Hayne and J. G. Richardson of Lucas's battalion ; J. M. Rhett 
and McM. King of First South Carolina Artillery; Lieutenants W. G. Ogier, 
W. D. Martin, W. W. Revely, T. E. Lucas, and J. D. Ford of Lucas's bat- 
talion ; and H. M. Stuart, First South Carolina Artillery. " Lieutenant Ogier 
is particularly mentioned for his gallantry." (General Taliaferro's report in 
Southern Historical. Societj/s Papers, vol. iii.) 

' Major Jenkins mentions in his report that Captain Clark held his ground 
with 21 men, until 7 were killed and 6 wounded, being more than half his 
company. 
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Jones to take eoiiimand of the defense on John's Island, a 
general assault was made, early on the morning of the 9th, on 
the intreneheil ix)sition of the Federals. From this position, 
dangerously menacing with enfilade the Confederate lines on 
James Island, the invaders were driven after some resistance. 
They fell back, rallied, and made a determined stand nearer to 
their gunboats, but the finishing blow had been given to their 
eamj)aign. In this assault, while all did well — the artillerj' as 
al>ove under Lieutenant-Colonel DelKemper, the cavalry* under 
Major John Jenkins — it was the brigade of infantry from 
Georgia, the Thirty-second and Forty-seventh regiments and 
Bonaud's battalion, all under Colonel George P. Harrison of 
the Thirty-second regiment, that won for itself special com- 
mendation for the dash and thoroughness of its work. The 
Union troops left Joim's Island that night. The forc5e8 of the 
army and navv were withdrawn from James Island and the 
Stono on the next day, and only one other attempt on the Con- 
fwlerate works was made. 

This was to try again Batter}' Simkins on Shell Point, in 
advance of Fort Johnson. About 8.30 P. M. on the 10th of 
Julv, tlie first anniversary of the Federal descent on Morris 
Island, tlie work wits heavily shelled and attackcfl by troops in 
small boats; but only three of these effected a landing, while 
the affair was spfH^'dily ended by small-arms and field-pieces of 
Le(ianleur\s battery from Louisiana. 

Tims the combinations of Major-General Foster for the cap- 
ture of Charleston by the way of Fort Johnson, though well 
conceivi'd, were badly executed. Concerning the ten days' fight- 
ing and manoeuvring, Rear-Admiral Dahlgren expressed himself 
very plainly in his diary as having been " utterly disgusted." 
First, the attack on Foit Johnson faiknl ; then Birney's ex].)c- 
dition up the North Edisto faiknl ; then the naval attack on 
Stono failed, with its connected demonstration on James Island. 
Finally, the movement on John's Island proved the greatest 
failure of all. Strange to say, Major-GcMieral Foster, after 
])lanning so well, chose to accompany the column of Brigadier- 
General Birney instead of being nearer to the centre of action. 

' Second South Carolina and Fourtli Georgia. 
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(Davis.) The aggregate Union loss in all parts of the field was 
officially reporteil to have been 330. The Confederate loss on 
John's Island was 128, and on James Island 35 — a total of 163, 
oiilv 17 of whom were killed. 

Although removed from Fort Sumter, this fighting on the 
a(lja(»ent islands, and particularly at Fort Johnson, involved the 
safety of the whole harbor, for it was imperilling the com- 
munieations and threatening to turn or take in reverse all the 
primal pal fortifications of the Confederates. The land and naval 
forces of the attack were strong enough, but they were not pushed 
with the vigor that characterized the fighting on Morris Island. 
Had they l>een, they might have achieved in one wei»k what the 
toilsome and bloody campaign of Morris Island failed to accom- 
plish after twelve months — viz. the capture of Charleston. On 
the other hand, the Confederates, though thinly scatteretl over 
an extended coast deeply indented with navigable tideways, 
were ever on the alert, ever ready to contest the advance of their 
enemy, and did successfully repel all his attacks. This was done 
by the prompt concentration and placing of troops under Major- 
Gencral Sam Jones, commanding the department, and by their 
admirable fighting under their resjxxiiive commanders.* 

Thus in the progress of the war Charleston had twice driven 
back the forces of the Federal navy under DuPont and Dahl- 
gren in 1863, and twice the forces of the Federal army under 
Benham in 1862 and Foster in 1864. The latter general was 
next to essay, with enormous expenditure of ammunition, the 
vain task of destroying Fort Sumter. 

The Third Great Bombardment. 

The garrison of Fort Sumter, now under Captain J. C. 
Mitchel, had been, for some months past, lulled into a feel- 
ing of security. True, the sixth and seventh minor bombard- 

* Major-Geiieral Jones, reporting to the War Office, says: "I am much 
indebted to Flag-Officer J. R. Tucker for his ready and efficient co-operation. 
Besides his vigilanc*e in watching the approaches to the harbor, he placed at 
my disposal a naval battalion armed as infantry. Lieutenant Wm. G. Dozier, 
C. S. Navy, commanding, which served well and faithfully in the works on 
James Island; and he also reinforced Fort Johnson with a small detach- 
ment" 



221 THE DEFENSE OF CHAKLKTON HARBOR 

iiHMits (>|M'raU*il to disturb their <.H|uaiiii]iity, but they did not 
stop for a day tho rhan^s and improvemoiits gi»iiig on in the 
fort. Thi»si' had j»i*oirrt»ss*Hl favorably from one )M)int to another 
until the stn»n^heninj^ of the mueh-battoreil and rtHhiced sea- 
face of the work came up for eonsideration. Juf*t as it was 
fairly Ih'jjcuu with the building of eribwork filletl with debris, 
as close under the interior erft?t of the wall as jM^ssible witliout 
rtMlueiuj^ the heif^ht of the erest one ineh by ejiviu^, and jiLst 
when th(» enginwiv wanttnl to Ix? undisturlxHl in tliis (*ritieal 
stajrt* of their s*H'ret pHK-eeilings, the hravy firt> of a fresh bom- 
bailment was suddenly oikmuhI on the morning of the 7th of 
Julv at five oVltK'k. 

Th(» following extract from th(» rojx>rt of Major-Gcneral 
Foster at this <late will serve to explain his plans and purjxhics: 

** Having bocoine convinctHl that the enemy was 9tn*nf^hening theni- 
H<»lvt»s ill Fort Siiintor ami making arrangomentM for defense, I have con- 
cUkIimI tliat it is necrssarv to more eflectuallv (lemoli8h the walU of that 
fort. For this jjurpose I have ordered the bombardment to be renewed 
to-morrow morning, and all the guns to be so aimed as to breach the 
wall in a Iiori/oiital lino on that part of the wall whieh is now standing 
vertical. As soon as a g(M>d cut is made thnmgh the wall, I shall float 
down against it ami explode largo torpedoes, until the wall is shaken 
down and the >urronndiiig obstructions are entirelv bh)wn awav. I 
shall eontiiUH" this Ufitil the walls are demolished as far as ptKssible. I 
am convim-fd that the fort ca!i. after such a bombardment, be assauUiMl 
and taktii bv boats, an<l that it can be held without anv great loss of life. 
The only reasons in favor of taking it boyijud its occupation by our 
troops an* that it would atlbrd a shelter or startiiig-j)oiiit by which boat- 
expodilious can again attack Fort Johnson or Mount Pleasant. It now 
servi's as a watch-towi-r to the eiu'inv." 

I lad a copy of this ro]>oi*t fallen into the hands of the coni- 
ninndcr of FoH Sinntcr, it would have irn^atlv snn)ris<Hl if not 

« • I 

ainuscMl him. Oi* the only two asp(K*ts oi* tlu* fart visible fnmi 
Morris Island, one, the gnrir(>^ presented nothing but a praetiejil)Io 
slojM* oi' debris to the wjitcr's e<lg:e, with not a foot of wall to lie 
s(H*n anywlici'(» on it; the <^tlicr, the right flank, or "sea- facv," 
as it wn< coninionly calbMl, sbowc<l amid tin* debris of its ex- 
terior slope the HMnains of it< wall in irreirnlar masses ernmbletl 
down to ti.c level, and in plaa's beneath the level, of ihe lower 
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embrasures, an average height above tide of perhaps five feet. 
How any breacliing and cutting of the " wall " of the fyrt 
could Ik? found necessarv is matter of wonder. There would 
have been something more than wonder at the proposition, de- 
liljcrately announcini, to shake down the walls and blow away 
the obstructions by exploding torpedoes near them. But Caj>- 
tain Mitchel was spared the apprehension of such dangers. 

Nevertheless, the violence of the bombardment in the first 
weeks of its outbreak did astonish and even alarm him for the 
safety of the jKxst. The engineer in charge, Captain Johnson, 
sharwl in some degree his anxiety, but only because the work- 
ing-force had been reduced for some time past below its proper 
limit and against his earnest protest. It was several days before 
a force sufficient to repair damages was raised, but as soon as 
Ial>or was procured the defense fell into the composed routine of 
l)revious bombardments. Very great loss of material was to be 
sutfered, but with a hundred and fifty workmen and mechanics 
the anxieties of the situation were soon allayed. At first the 
fire, directed at the gorge, left its marks there in deep furrows, 
flattening the already practicable slope and wasting away much 
of its substance. Within a week the crest was breached in three 
places and reduced at one point, the gap previously mentioned, 
to a height of only twenty feet above the water ; a chamber of 
the al)andoned magazine at the eastern end of the gorge was also 
breached ; and the boom, anchored off the south-eastern angle, 
was broken so as to show an oj>ening of about twenty feet in width. 

Preparations to rej>el assault were made with the utmost 
alacrity every evening as soon as it grew dark, wire-fencing 
and entanglements being placed on the slope and the obstruc- 
tions being doubled at the breaches, while at the gap, where no 
foothold for the defenders could be provided, a bristling array 
of wooden pikes was made ready to receive the assailants who 
might venture to leap down into the parade of the fort. The 
breached chamlwr of the magazine was pn)mptly filled, and, 
making a virtue of neceasity, it added new strength and solidity 
to the gorge in that quarter. 

During this first week the most destructive work had been 
done by the 300-pounder rifle-gun, firing steadily every day 

15 



22G THE DEFENSE OF CHARLESTON HARBOR. 

upon the line of the gap in tin? gorge. The rifle-firing pre- 
dominated in the day, while the mortar-shelling predoniinsited 
in the night. The average for the first week was a daily ex- 
]H'nditure of thnv hundnnl shot and shell. On ott;ar$ionaI days 
tiie Confinlerate batteric^s of James and Sullivan's Islands re- 
turniHl the tiR» with spirit and cffevt, causing it to slacken very 
|K'nt»[)tibly u|K)n Fort Sumter. But they could not expend 
aintnunition lavishly enough to kwp paw witli Major-General 
Foster, and so thev (kvidinl to let him alone. At the close of 
(en days his dilution of fire was changed from the enstorn to 
the western end of the gorg(», somewhat to the relief of the 
defenders, wlio had hwn anxiously watching the ravages of the 
hirge rifle on its fixcnl line of fire. 

Tii<» new firing was maintaincnl with increasing vigor by the 
use of 2()()-]K>under rifles and 13-inch mortars, the shells from 
the latter Ix'ing observinl to jar the remaining casemates of the 
western front very severely through a covering of seven feet. The 
average total of shots for twenty-four hours in the secx»nd week 
was eonsidcTably higher than tiiat in the first, being nearly five 
hundred. One <ither feature was the inerejising risk from mortar- 
shelling incurred by the boats and bargees used to ply l>otween 
tlu^ transjxn-ts and the wharf of the fort. Tiiev were not unfn*- 
(jiicntly Slink while landin*^ at the wharf, with loss of life and 
niatcTJal. T\w engintHT made reijuisition for a nightly supply 
of one thousiuid bags of sand, so dependent had the fort Ikhnuuc 
on material from without to repair the damages of each day. 
The casualties were Inn'oming more fre<|uent as the Ixmibanl- 
ment progresse<l, and up to the end of the sei*ond wiM'k they 
amountdl to (> killeil and 2i) woimded. 

Captain Mitehel, commanding tin* post, was unremitting in 
tin' discharge of all his anluons duties. Allowing hinisidf but 
little sKh'p in the day-time, he was particularly alert to guanl 
against assault by night, and tin* constant vigilanct> of this 
spirited young oflicer became imparted to his whole garrison. 
Sentinels, straining their (»ves from ex|M)SiHl points, weiv kilknl 
or wounded by the slu'lling while facing the more inimodiate 
danger of small boats approaching through the darkness to sur- 
prise the fort. In the day-time the sentinels were re<lueed to one 
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or two for observation of the fleet and to keep the record of the 
shots fired. 

On the fourteenth day of the l)onibardment, being tlie 20th 
of July, 1864, Captain Mitdiel ascended the stairway of the 
western angle of the gorge, al>out 1 o'clock P. M., to examine the 
movements of the fleet and land force of the enemy, preparator}- 
to writing his daily re|K)rt for transmission to tiie city by 
dc»spa toll- boat that night. Arriving at the head of the stairs 
and passing out upon the level of the original terreplein of the 
fort, he found the sentinel there at his iK)st well protected by 
breast-high shelter within the massive parajxit of earthwork 
necessarv to secure the safetv of the stair- tower beneath it. 
Stationing himself near the s{)ot, but not within the sentry- 
lx>x, he rc^sted his arm and glass on the paraj)et and l)egan his 
observations. Before him, in the sea-view, were the low hulls 
of the monitors lying at an(;hor off* Morris Island, the wooden 
gunboats and blm^kaders resting also at their ap{)oint<Hi stations 
outside the bar, and farther out, in the offing, a despatch-boat 
going North. No movement in the fleet at all that day, except 
among the tugs and tenders. The sea was smooth, the sky 
bright, and the sun blazing with midsummer heat. Hot work 
in the Union batteri<»s of Morris Island close by, their rifle- 
and mortar-shelling keeping their gunners as busy as they could 
hi} ; hottest time of all at the battered ruin of a fort taking 
dailv transformation into an indestructible earthwork. 

The commander was not unduly exposing himself, but >vhile 
engaged with his glass a nwrtar-shell of the largest kind rose in 
the air, and, dc¥cen<ling well to the westward of the fort, as if 
alnnit to strike the wharf, burst at an altitude of some eighty 
fcH^t above the water. The bursting of a mortar-shell so high 
in the air and somewhat outside of the walls was no more to 
the garrison than a matter of onlinary occurrence, scarcely notice- 
able in the climate of the fort. The commander continued his 
observati<m through it all, his eye fixed to the glass, until sud- 
denly struck to the ground by a large piece of the shell, wound- 
ing him with great laceration on the left hip. Had he been in 
the sentr>'-box, he would have escaped all hurt, for that was pro- 
tected on the rear as well as front. 
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Tlie sentinel at once gave the alarm by calling at the head of 
the stairs, and was soon joined by one or two from the lower 
(*:is('inates. Lifted from the spot where he fell, pale and much 
wcakcniHl already by the la^^s of bloixl, the youthful commander 
was in |)erfwt {)osscssion of his mental faculties and spoke with 
raininess of his mortal wound.* It was a difficult task to bear 
his ImxIv, though of liglit weight, (nm\ the highest point in the 
fort down to the hospital. The (»nly way was by the dark, nar- 
row, and winding staircase. Tender as the handling could be, 
the movement yet rauseil him the acutest pain. When laid on 
the surgiMm's table in the hospital he nxpiireil to be revived with 
stimulants. Later, as his suffering increased, anodynes were ad- 
mim'stenHl, but no surgery was attempted, as it was seen from 
the first thai his wound would pix>ve fatal. He lingered for 
nearly four hours, and expiiXMl al)out 5 P. M. 

The death of Captain John C. Mitchel, greatly deplored by 
the many friends he had made in his adopted country, was the 
closing of* a brief (»areer which gave promise of undoubted dis- 
tinction in militarv service*. He commanded Fort- Sumter for 
two months and sixteen days, passing through two weeks of its 
third and last grand bonihanlment. In that time the fears for its 
safl'ty, whi<'h at fii'st h(» felt, were completely dissipated. Injuries 
had Ix'cn rcj>air(Hl,lossof* material had Ikhmi met with new supplies, 
and prc'( 'ant ions against assault had l)een increaseil to perfection. 

Sufh was the confid(»nce within, while this was the testimony 

from without the fort. [Jnder date of Julv 21st the rear- 

admiral says in his f)l(in/: " I went up in the I-<ehigh with 

(fcneral Foster to l(M)k at Sumter. II(» said he had not l)efore 

had su<'h a goinl view of it. The north-east front still stands 

erect, and the work is nearly impregnable." 

* The hi^li-struiip; spirit of the iniin and the pride of the soldier spoke out 
tojj:ether in the unexperted hut cliaracteristie wonls addressed to the writer at 
tliis moment hy his fallen comrade: "They have kille<l me, eaptain, but I 
ought to liave been a major, though." His promotion, so well deservetl, had 
heen highly reeommen<led, atid was daily expected hy him, hut it was never 
received. Once, when the pain overcame him and he groaneil aloud, check- 
in;r himself, he looked up, attempted to rise, and jrave command that the men 
sliould not 1)0 allowetl to pass and repass the hospital, as they were then diking. 
Later, on being asked what could he done for him, he replieti, " Nothing, 
except to pray for me." 



CHAPTER XII. 

KND OF THIRD GREAT BOMBARDMENT— EVACUATION OF 

SAVANNAH. 

July 20, 1864-February 1, 1865. 

Captain Huguenin succeeds to the Command op Fort Sumter— Firing 
directed upon the south-western a ngle— measures adopted 
FOR ITS Protection — Captain Johnson, Engineer in Charge, 
Wounded on the Twenty-first Day— Lieutenant White suc- 
ceeds IIiM — General Foster's Plan for Blowing up the Fort ky 
MEANS of a Powder-raft— CoMPLi-rrE Failure of the Attempt — 
Two other Atfempts and Failures — General Foster's Device 
FOR Assault with Row-galleys, Towers, and Gang-planks — 
Firing Slackened — Work resumed on Fort Sumter's Defense 
and Accommodations — Third Great Bombardment ends on the 
Sixtieth Day — Eighth Minor Bombardment — Union Army and 
Navy called off to Co-operate with General Sherman at 
Savannah— Confederate Victory of Honey Hill— Union Force 
MAKES Lodgment near Coosa whatchie — The Charleston and 
Savannah Railroad Threatened— Dffensive Line op the Salke- 

HATCHIE occupied BY GENERAL McLaW^S— SAVANNAH EVACUATED 

BY Confederate Army under General Hardee — He Falls Back 
upon Charleston— General Sherman occupies Savannah, and 
MOVES INTO South Carolina. 

The siic(x»s.sor of the lamentwl Mitohel in the command of 
Fort Sumter was a young officer trained and graduated at the 
State Military Academy of South Carolina in the class of 1859 
— Captain Thomas A. Huguenin of the First South Carolina 
regular infantry. It has l)een told how this fine command, 
under Colonel William Butler, serving as artillerists, had gar- 
risoned Fort Moultrie and the other heavy batten^ of Sulli- 
van's Island, sharing largely in the defense of Charleston. In 
this active service Captain Huguenin had many advantages and 
opiwrtunities for the display of those qualities which distin- 
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guished him^ and which seemed to fit him fiir a higher regponn- 
bilitj. He arrived at Fort Sumter and aaBomed command on 
the evening of the 20th of July, about three hoiuB after his 
predecessor had breathed his laeL He appeared to be sainted 
with a particularly heavy shelling by mortan. Two of tlie 
supply-barges were sunk at the wharf by the -fire that night, 
and a partial relief of the much-fiitigiied garrison waa effected 
under great diiBciilties^ but without any loss of lifik 

The battering went on during the whole of the third week 
with heavy rifles, assisted by two freshly-mounted 10-indi oolnm- 
biadsy probably of the old Confederate armament tamed now 
against their former owners. The columbiads threw sheila into 
the debris made by the rifles, serving to scatter and lose to the 
fort many tons of material from the exterior slqpe of the gcsrgB. 
And for the first time in the defense the stability of the western 
angle of tlie gorge began to be seriously threatened. The re- 
markable craek on the scarp-wall of the western or city front, 
near the postorn and the western angle of the goi^gCi which made 
its appearance a few days after Gillmore's first bomhardment 
began, reaching from tlie parapet down to the foundation of the 
fort, was observed at this period to be plainly widened. Tlie 
(leterniiiu^d aim of the breaching-batteries upon this angle, ex- 
jxysed to them as it was only on its gorge side, and serving the 
defense the im|x>rtant purpose of masking the wharf and 
oommunieations, could not he mistaken. Already it was be- 
eominp^ nnluceil in mass of material and weakened by the open- 
ing of the extensive crac^k in its vicinity. All the chambers, 
(*as(Mnates, and passajijes within the angle had been filled, and 
tliere remaincnl no other way to further strengthen it than from 
without the fort. Acconlingly, it was determined to raise a 
eribwork of heavy timl)ers, in four squares of ten feet each, 
from the base of the wall upward to at least the height of the 
lower embrasures. This work would necessarily close up the 
ix)stern, but it was felt that this oi>ening was no longer neces- 
sary, while the advantage of having a check and receptacle at 
the water's edge for the expected demolition of the western angle 
of the gorge was seen to be paramount. The work, entirely 
concealed from the enemy, was Ix^gun and prosecuted steadily 
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up to the level of the arches of the lower casemates, or some 
twelve feet above tide. About the time it reached this stage the 
fire of tlie enemy was happily slackened and its direction also 
ehanored. The crest of the gorge and its eastern angle were the 
next to suffer from the effects of the 300-pounder rifle and its 
smoothbore allies, the two 10-inch columbiads. Every day for 
a week the w hole of the night's work on the crest of this angle 
was completely swept away. It had been the position for a long 
time of a mountain-howitzer, placed there after dark to rake the 
slopes of the gorge in case of assault. It was found impossible 
to maintain a parapet there during the day, and accordingly 
resort was had to a temporary structure every night. 

It l)ecame evident that the fort was spared through all this 
time the jKirtieular direi*tion of fire which would have been most 
destructive — viz. that uj)on the right flank or sea-face, where the 
protect intr mass was lighter and lower than anywhere else in the 
work. Had the batteries been plied with the same vigor on this 
as on other quarters of the fort, the c»onseqnences would have 
been almost irreparable. Had even the monitors cannonaded 
the fort on this flank ever}' night, the effect might have been to 
cut down the lowest parts to the water's edge and uncover the 
parade to the eyes of the fleet. 

Al)out an hour bt^fore daylight on the morning of the 28th 
of July, while he was inspecting some work on the eastern angle 
of the gorge, the engineer in charge. Captain John Johnson, was 
severely woundcnl by a fragment of mortar-shell striking him 
on the top of the head. He had lx?en on duty at the fort con- 
stantly since the 8th of November, l)eing a period of eight 
months and twenty days. Lieutenant Riilph S. Izard succeeded 
him temjKirarily until the arrival of Lieutenant Edwin J. White 
of the Engineers on the night of the 30th of July. This officer 
had long been employed in the constniction of heavy works around 
the harbor, had served frequently at Fort Sumter, and, besides 
l)eing perfectly familiar with its plan, was known by the chief 
enginwr, Colonel D. B. Harris, to be well qualified to perform 
the <luti(»s of the post. Lieutenant White remained in charge 
through this bombardment and till the end of the fort's Con- 
federate history. 
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It was at this period of the bombaidment that M^orUScnenl 
Foster made some essays in a novel mode of war&re. It ivi% 
as usual, with gunpowder, but with applicaftioiMi thai woald 
have been startling if they had not totned oat dia^ipoiiiti^gi 
Impatient of the slow progress of demoUtioa Which ba wafeohfld 
from day to day either at his batteries on Morria laland or «b 
board of one of his reconnoitring monhoTB^ he had oonaemd 
the design of floating powder-rafts l^ night close up to the ftrt 
and exploding them to the best advantage. In hia deapaft c h to 
Washington, dated July 12th, he wrote as followa: "I paopose 
to make a breaching cut along the line of lower cmbraaofqi^ aad 
tiien shake the wall by explosions of laige quantities <tf powder 
floated down against the fort on raft». I shall take these lafis 
up to-morrow morning.'' Of equal interest is an extract fiodn 

llear- Admiral Dahlgren's Diary: **Juljf £1 It was 

agreed that the powder-raft; should go up in the evening onder 
charge of the Nahant. It was to be veered away when 1000 * 
yards from Sumter. As in all combined operattonSy tfaii^^ 
not work well. At six I noticed that the powder was not in die 
raft;, and sent an aide to see to it And now the doada that had 
l)een gathering came down in torrents, working in every direo- 

tion, and with ficrc^c lightning So it poured till bedtime, 

and I know not how much longer. Between the mistake and 
the storm the raft: did not start." 

It aj^pcars from the al)ovc that the plan was to tow a powder- 
raft by one of the " monitors '' into some proximity to the fort, 
on either the eastern or north-eastern front. But the general 
must have changed his mind as to the point of ofiense, and 
determintnl to start the explosive engines henceforth from the 
shore. Certainly, no second attempt was made until the even- 
ing of the 28th of July, and this was upon the south*westeni 
angle on the interior, or the harlwr side of the fort, diametrically 
opi)ositc the quarter first threatened. 

The commander of Fort Sumter, Captain Huguenin, relates 
that about 8.30 P. M. the alarm was given of the approach of 
some kind of flotilla from the dire(;tion of Fort Johnson. The 
ramparts were instantly manned, the sally-port dosed, and an in- 
fantry fire o[)ened from the walls upon some very dimly perceived 
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objects on the water. Captain "Huguenin himself repaired to 
the eastern or opposite angle of the gorge, judging that the real 
attack would he made in that direction, and that the observed 
movement was a feint. Scarcely had he taken his position 
when an explosion occurred off* the western face of the fort. 
The noise was not great, but there was a display of light and 
smoke that suggested to his mind something quite serious. 
Hurrying to the spot, he found the troops, under Captain 
Phillips, unhurt, and no further sign of damage done than 
a liberal spattering of mud and sand upon the whai'f and 
western wall. 

The garrison was kept under arms the whole night, but no 
further alarm or disturbance occurred. When day dawned there 
was no discovery made to clear up the mystery, and, there being 
found no reports of this affair on the Union side, it may never 
be known what were the particulars of the failure. At the fort 
it was supposed that a large torjxxlo had been brought through 
the creeks back of Morris Island by small rowboats, and then 
cast loose to float down upon the fort with the first of the ebl)- 
tide from the direction of the inner harbor, but that the explo- 
sion was premature. Now that it is known that the object in 
tow was a powder-raft, it is likely that in the shallow naviga- 
tion off* that front of the fort the raft grounded, and the explo- 
sion occurred in a harmless manner. The plentiful casting up 
of sand and mud seems to justify this conclusion. It may be 
vain to sjieculate on the passible consequences of a successful 
expU^ion ; but the attempt was made on that very angle of the 
fort which was cracked from top to bottom of its scaqvwall and 
had been heavily pounded all the week before. The shaking 
down of this angle, preserving as it did the original height of 
the wall (forty feet), would have ruined the stairway, unmasked 
the wharf, and altogether been very disastrous. 

It is difficult to surmise what Major-General Foster concluded 
from this failure, but he refused to be discouraged, for the 
records of the fort tell how a third attempt of the same kind 
was made on the night of the 31st of August. A despatch 
from the commander, date<l 4 A. M. Septeml)er 1, 1864, reports: 
" The enemy again attempted to blow up the fort with a torpedo, 
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but failed The torpedo exploded aboat three handred 

yards off the cast angle.'' 

What the other side had to say of this third attempt has not 
been found. General Foster's rq)ortB are few and at long in* 
tervals, and tlie rear-admiral was at this date attending to fleet 
business at Port Royal. Under date of Augiut 4th the genend 
says : '' The slow and careful firing upon Fort Sumter k ban- 
ning to exhibit a marked effect : two breadies, one on the goige 
and the other on the right flank, are being suooessfblly made; 
the immense mass of debris that is presented in appearanoe to 
our forts is being smashed up and blown away by our shells in 
a slow but sure manner. In a reasonable time the fixrt will be 
rendered untenable, and if still held by the enemy can be taken 
by our tnwjis at any time we choose." 

But the geneml was very inventive. Besides the powder- 
rafts, he projc(*tcd some other stmctures of still stranger and 
bolder ontcqmse. These he describes as follows : ''TheaBsanlt- 
ing arks will be simply modern row-galley^, fifty oars on a sid^ 
will draw twenty-six inches of water when loaded with one 
tliouj»aTid men ; will have elevated towers for sharpehootera, and 
an assjmlting lailder or gano:-plank of fifty-one feet in length, 
operated by niacliiiiery. These will be very useful anywhere 
in a*<saulting a fort or landinjr troops in shoal water. I pro- 
pose also to build a light-draught iron-c*.lad, and have writ- 
ten to General Meigs to aswrtain if I can have the railroad 
iron. 

Meanwhile, the fort was growing stronger under the long- 
continn(Ml firing of this third great bombardment, "Whenever 
it was observ(Ml that the fire l)ecanie " slow and infrequent in 
conse<inen(^ of the stock of am munition having given out and 
none l)eing re(^iveil " (Foster's des])atehes), the working^parties 
at the fort would be emlwldened to work bv dav as well an hv 
night in strengthening the defenses, and particularly in adding 
material to the niiieh-redneed sea-faee, filling in with debris 
taken from other ])arts the erihwork on the interior of the 
same face, which had l)een waiting for two months for 8uch 
ballast. Even a new bhx^khouse was laid out within the line 
of this cribwork to furnish quarters for a comjwmy, and to de- 



END OF THIRD GREAT BOMBARDMENT. 235 

liver an infantry fire, if necessary, upon the parade. An insjKX)- 
tion of the plans and sections of the fort at this period will 
show that the whole of this new work on the sea-face had to be 
drawn back of (i. e, within the lines of) the M scarp -waU and 
cammateSj these latter having been almost entirely destroyed 
and swept away.* 

The bombardment which had begun on the 7th of July, and 
crontinued with varying intensity, but without any real inter- 
mission, day and night through July, August, and the first week 
in S(»ptember, is recorded as having l&stcd sixty days. A minor 
lx>mbardment, the eighth and the last of all, ensued for a week 
longer. The Union general reports on September 19th : " Fire 
stopped for want of ammunition." Previously to that date it 
had l)een only slackened, never stopped. It is probable that 
along with ammunition he had also Ixjcn exhausting the powers 
and endurance of his Parrott rifle cannon. It will Ixj remem- 
IxTwl how many of them (twenty-four) had l>een already ex- 
pended under Major-General Gillmore. At any rate, there are 
signs, in the rcar-admiraPs Diary, of the general's arranging to 
lK)rrow heavy smoothbore guns from the fleet to strengthen his 
batteries on Morris Island. Four Xl-inch guns were accord- 
ingly put ashore and mounted. These, with one rifle of 300, 
three of 200, and one of 100 pounds, with two 10-inch colum- 
biads, twelve mortars of 10 and two of 13 inches, made u]> what 
the admiral rat^« as " the most powerful battery that has Ix^n 
erected against Sumter." But orders must have been sent from 
Washington not to expend ammunition at such a rate any longer, 
and this " most powerful battery " remained unused. 

It can, therefore, be truly said that the military interest of 
the Confwlerate defense of Fort Sumter came to its end with 
the close of this third grand bombardment. No firing upon the 
fort but such as may be termed desultory occurred after Se|v 
tember, 1864. As in previous cases, a tabulateil exhibit of 
the characteristic facts of this bombardment has l)een m.ide, 
and will be found to assist the mind in estimating the com- 
parative value of the attack and defense on this and other 
occasions : 

' See Plates after Appendix. 
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A Table of Fnuvo, CAsuALnn, Am Dakaobi. 
Third Ortmd BinnbardmaUf Tfifi riiimii ■ri'iiii r>y ■mf iYBjifa 



DATS. 



July (from 7th) . . . 

AUfTUftt 

tieptember (to t).e Ttli) 

Total 



fliiotaiid 
Shell Find. 



8,d80 

fi,77S 

214 



14,666 



8 kUM, 40 WNmdbd. 
5 kHtod, n wnumiil. 
Skilled, Swwinded, 



16 kUiad, 66 wounded. 



Rkmahkh.- Ac litvt severe and alarming in the afaaenoe of A fbll wor kin g* 
force, the damages were eventually controlled end repeifod. Fowder-ffiAl 
fiiiled entirely to injure the fort. The commander killed oo the ftmitOBrth 
day. 

The remaining events of this histoiy, with the exoqition of 
the changes and improvements brought about in the fi>rt itself 
will be seen to have been shaped so materially by the movements 
of the Union forces elsewhere as to require some aoooaitt to be 

given of the latter. 

On the one hand, a plan of ojierationSy militaiy and naval^ 
was formed for the capture of Fort Fisher, the esctensive and 
powerful fortification at the entrance of the Cape Fear River, 
North Carolina, and of Wilmington, the port which it defended. 
These openitions, covering the time between tlie middle of De- 
ceinl)cr, 1864, and the 15th of Januar}^ following, terminated 
with the capture of Fort Fisher on that day,* But in prepara- 
tion for this movement Rear- Admiral Dahlgren was notified, as 
early as Oetolx^r, that four of his monitors and some guiiboats 
would he wanted for the expedition to Cai)e Fear ; and altliough 
it ai)iH»ars that none of tliese were eventually withdrawn from 
the station off Charleston harl)or, the movement on Fort Fishor 
detcrmiiKMl the policy of the Union forces before Charleston to 
he henwforth wholly defensive. 

On the other hand, the march of General W. T. Sherman 
through Georgia, and his (wcupation of Savannah prior to his 
march through South Carolina, occurring alx)ut the same time, 
required the co-o|)eration of both the land and naval foroes in 
front of Cliarlcston. The rear-admiral himself became fnuch 
engrossed with the organizing and drilling of a naval brigade 

* See " R^unK; and Conclusion," page 260. 
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at Port Royal alxjut the end of Noveml)er, preparing it to take 
the field with howitzers and marines, and to oi)erate with the 
j^iinboats in snstaining General Foster's diversions in favor of 
General Sherman. 

These movements, by the way of the head-waters of Broad 
River where they approaeh very near to the line of the Charles- 
ton and Savannah Railroad, were aimed to strike the road at 
two points — Grahamville and Coosa whatehie. 

The advance upon the former place was made from Boyd's 
N(»ck, a landing only seven miles distant, by Brigadier-General 
John P. Hatch, (commanding a column of 5000 men, including 
tlie naval brigiule under Commander George H. Preble. In- 
stead of striking the railroad inmiediately, as could have bei^n 
done with scarcely any opposition, a whole day, Noveml)er 29th, 
was lost by the work of intrenching. This gave time to the 
Confederates, and enabled them to collect a force of infantry, 
numbering 1400 from Georgia, together with about 300 cavalry 
and artillerv from South Carolina. 

Early on the morning of November 30th the Confederates, 
under Colonel Charles J. Colcock, advanced in small forc« — one 
(X)mpany of the Third South Carolina Cavalry under Captain 
Peeples, and one field-piece from Kanapaux's (Lafayette) Bat- 
tery under Lieutenant Christopher Zealy. This advance was 
all-important, for time was required to receive and put in |X)si- 
tion behind some slight works at Honey Hill, three miles from 
Grahamville, the infantry and artillery, then hurriedly arriving 
from Savannah and elsewhere. 

After advancing a mile and a half beyond Honey Hill, the 
Confederat<»s met the Union force about eight o'clock, and 
checked them for a while with some effective artillery practice 
and skirmishing. AVhen about to be flanked the colonel com- 
manding took advantage of a circumstance that proved highly 
favorable to the defense. A large field of dry broom-grass se|v 
arated the combatants. This was instantly fired, and burned 
furiously with a wind sweeping the flames toward the invaders. 
By this expedient they were thrown into great disorder, and 
much valuable time was gained for the Confederates. 

So it happened that not until ten o'clock was the position at 
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Honey Hill attacked l^ the Union troofM. By that time tlie 
defenders, marshalled under BCqor-General GittteviU'W.Bmidi, 
and ordered directly by Colonel Coloook as to tliflir dtflpoakioii 
and fighting, were well prqMired to meet them. The nsoh 
a complete victor}* gained by the Confederatea. Tor at the 
and in the series of subsequent manoBuvres, iiioladiiig a iank 
movement on the Confederate right gallantly met and vepelled 
by a charge of the Forty-seventh GecH^ voluntora, the Union 
force was beaten very disastrously, r^streatiiig finally to the cover 
of their works and gunboats, and reporting a total loaa <tf 746 
or 754 men^-estimated by some to be nearer 120O— killed and 
wounded. The loss of the Con&d^ntes was bat 4 kUled and 
40 wounded. 

This victory at Honey Hill, where 1700 pat to flight 6000, 
was one of the most brilliant on the coast It asanrad an opea 
road of retreat for Lieutenant-General Hardee Irom SavaBnab, 
and em^uraged the troo})s at Charleston with gpod proqiects of 
riMnforcoment. 

The distinguishes! services of Major-Genend O.W. Smith and 
Ills (*()nimand were irnitofully acknowledged by the Legislatiire 
of (^(H>r^ia, Man*h, 0, 1865, in appropriate resolutions. The 
following is an extract from them: "The State with pride 
rc<*on1s the p::illant coiuluct of her militia, and fisels assured 
that wh(Mi an (MiuTp'ncy a^in arises State lines will be fbrgot- 
tcMi l)v her militia, and a patriotism exhibited which knows noth- 
ing hut onr whole CHUintry." 

M<wt eonlially will South Carolina also cherish the memory 
of that victorious dav, when brothers-in-arms stood slioulder to 
shouhler in her defense, and her own weakening ranks were 
jr(MUT()usly reinforctnl by the "home guards" of her sister 
State.^ 

* From the Sir^ of Sarannah, by Charles C. Jones, Jr^ the following note is 
extmotiMl, with a few diaii^es: **The foUowinc; orj^anizations were preeent on 
tliiH incmorahle occaidon, and con8titute<l the little Confederate army chai^ged 
with driving Itark a Ke<Ieral force more than three times as numerous: 

Infantry: The First hrip:a<le (loorpia militia, ('olonel Willis. 
The State Line hri^'ade (Georgia), Colonel Wilson. 
The Forty-neventh ( Georgia Confederate regiment, Lieatenant-Cdl- 
unel A. C Edwards. 
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The other movement, upon Coosawhatchie, bq^n with a land- 
ing of the 8ame troojw at Gregorie's Point on December Glh, 
where they met with some reHistance, but succeedetl in pushing 
their way to a iK)sition somewhat less than a mile from the rail- 
road. Here they fortified themselves, mounting rifle-guns, with 
which they vainly attempted to stop the trains and traffic of the 
road. During Dt»eember and January they made several ad- 
vancers, but were driven back to their position by the Confed- 
erates, the chief engagements being on December 7th and 9th, 
and the Confederate ea.sualties on those days amounting to 88. 
The Southern troops engaged wer^ from the Fifth, the Thirty- 
scH'ond, and the Forty-seventh Georgia regiments, the Seventh 
North Carolina battalion, the Third South Carolina Cavalry, the 
battalion of cadets irom the South Carolina Military Academy 
under Major J. B. White, together with some militia and re- 
serves, and a battery of light artillery under Captain W. K. 
Bachman. On the 6th they were commanded by Brigadier- 
Cfcneml S. J. Gartrell ; on the 7th, by Colonel A. C. Edwards ; 
on the 9th, by Brigadier-General B. H. Robertson — the whole 
<lefense under Major-General Sam Jont»s, commanding, but 
assist (h1 later by Brigadier-GcAeral W. B. Taliaferro from the 
immediate vicinity of Charleston.* 

During these operations Charleston harbor had been left for 

Ivfaitfnj : The Thirty -second Georgia Confeilerate regiment, Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Bacon. 
The Athens hattalion. Major (?ook. 
The Augusta battalion, Major Jackson. 
Camlry: Cos. B and E, and detachments from Company C and the KeW 
Troop, all belonging to the Third regiment South Carolina Cav- 
alry, under command of Major John Jenkins. 
Artilirnj : A section of the Beaufort Artillery, Captain H. M. Stuart ({xwted 
at the centre on the public road). 
A section of DePass's light battery. 
A section of the Lafayette Artillery (Kanapaux's)." 

(For the facts of the charge by the Forty-seventh Georgia and the wound- 
ing of Major J. C. Cone and Captain Didge, Co. F, of the same regiment, the 
author is indebted to the adjutant, B. 8. Williams.) 

* The Confederate force was 5500, of which about 3000 were militia and 
reserves. Its operations, reported by Major-General S. Jones, may be read in 
the Souihei'n Historical Societt/s Papers^ vol. iii. 
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upward of thrti* months without threat or disturbunoe of any 
kind. Exn»|)t a sh)w and irn»gular fire from Morris Island 
u|)on the oity at cxtr(»me ran^% oxtRune elovaticm 35 to 40 
diHj:!^^!^, and bursting charges/ there was no firing ou cither 
sick'. 

The theatrt* of war on ihe South Atlantic coast was now 
removed in Savannah. That eity ha<l lK?en skilfully fortifii^d 
with the heavi(*st guns and stnnigcvt Imtterics. The army had 
abuu(hmt tim<» for (»onst meting tlu^si*, and the experience of the 
war had Ihimi fully us(h1 by the Confederate engineers*.' The 
navy, t<M), had bei*n j)rej)aring its iron-clad gunboats for river 
defense. Hut most of the fortification was against advances 
from the south and eit^t : on the northeni front, approached by 
(rcnend Sherman, theiv was the obstacle of an inundation, with 
artiUery defeiists of lighter (»onstniction ami more extended 
lints ; in fact, tliirtwn miles in length. The Confederates, 
numlM'ring alnuit 10,0(K), one half lK»ing militia or reserves, 
were connnandc<l bv Lieuteuant-Cirenend William J, Hardee: 
thcv rcsistinl from the {>th to the 20th of December, when the 
order was given with a|){)roval of General Bcauregnnl, com- 
manding, to evacuate the city. All tn>ops, w-ith ba^^gc and 
4!) pieces of light artillery, were suc<*cssfully withdrawn on the 
night of l!»tli-liOth, crossing the Savannah on pontoons op|K>site 
the city, and falling back upon Charhston. It was not a 
moment too soon, ior (ieneral Sherman, having for sc^vcral 
days skinnishctl on tlu' ( arolina side, was moving down the 
river to ih\nk tlieni, and had ordered a divisi<m to reinfont? 
Foster in South Carolina, and cut the railr<)a<l where he had 
louiT been threateninir it in the vieinitv of (\M)sawhat<*hie.* 

The rear of the retreat in;r Confctlerates wsl< covered hv a 
division under Major-( ieneral L. ^FcF^aws, holding the line 
of the ( 'onibahee or Salkehatchie Kiver, wheri^ it was strung 

^ The ox|KMnlitiin' of ritle i':inn<»n in :ill oporations nn Morris Island was 
hoiiietliin;; fxtniordinary, In-iii^ under (Jillinore lI4, nwd under F^»^i^;^ !27 
|)'e<Ts; total, .'»!. 

-'The plans and coustruclion, ap|>rove«l hy( Ieneral IU»aure«ranl. were llie 
spe<ial charge of (aiJtain \after\vanl Major) John Mcl'rady, ciiief ongini.H.»r 
of the Slate of (Jeorgia. 

^ .V/V</' nf Stininii'ilij (.'uloncl C. C Jones. 
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out for more than twenty miles. This was done until General 
ShennaUy having rested his army in Savannah for over a mouthy 
advanced into South Carolina, and forced beck these troops upon 
Branclivillc, and farther, to the Santee River^ where it was 
crossed by the North-eastern Railroeid, the only rmaining 
avenue of escape from Charleston. 

The whole Confederate force available for the protection of 
Charleston after the fall of Savannah was reported fay Lieoten- 
ant-General Hardee to Greneral Beauregard {MiUiarjf Operaibm$f 
vol. ii. page 341) as being *' only 13,700 eflectivesi infimtiy and 
artillery, of whom about 3000 are State reserves and militia.'' 
These could not be reinforced from the direction of Wilmington, 
for that city was beleaguered ; nor by the remnants of Hood's 
army returning from Tennessee and Greorgia, beoause General 
Sherman was about to march between them and the coast, and 
he had with him more than five times as many soldiers as the 
Confederates had in the vicini^ of Charleston. 

Thus, about the Ist of February, 1865, began that mardi of 
Greneral Sherman's army through the interior of South Oarolina 
which inevitably decided the fate of Charleston by causing the 
evacuation of all the defenses of the harbor and adjoining coast 
It would not be too mn(»h to say that the campaigns of Greneral 
Sherman in Georgia and the Carolinas forced the fall of the 
Southern Confederacy ; for the resources of the country, already 
straitened, were all but exhausted by his depredations, burnings, 
and destructions. Brave men with tender hearts for their own 
altars and homes can readily understand how such fighting — if 
so it can be called — will operate to shorten any war. But while 
they may r(xx)gnize the success of the policy, they will never be 
found to envy the reputation of its advocates nor be tempted to 
emulate their example. In contrast with the policy and senti- 
ments of General Sherman it is pleasing to quote the noble 
words of Commodore John Rodfj^rs, replying to an inquirj* by 
a cf>mniittee of the Unitinl States Senate in 1864 : " I should be 
reluctant to burn a house over a woman's and child's head be- 
cause her husband defied me. Dahl^ren, if he burns Charles- 
ton, will be called a savage by all Eurojx?, and after the heat of 
combat is over he will be called a savage by our own people." 
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Note. — The following extract from Lieutenant-General Richard Taylor's 
work, Destruction and Reeonntruction, New York, 1883, serves to illustrate an 
ifi){H)rtant movement of troops to the battle of Honey Hill : 

" Tlie railway from Savannah to Charleston passes near the coast. To lose 
tiie Cliarleston line would seriously interfere with the concentration just 
re<'()nimended. Hardee said that he could ill spare men, and had no means 
of moving them promptly. I bethought me of Toombs, Smith (General 
(f. W.), and Governor Brown's army. The energetic Toombs had frightened 
tite railway people into inovrng him, and from his telegrams might be ex- 
)>octed before dawn. Hardee thought but little of the suggestion, because the 
ground of quui rel oetween Governor Brown and President Davis was the re- 
fusal of the former to allow his guards to serve beyond their State. How- 
ever, I had faith in Toombs and Smith. A short distance to the south of 
Savannah, on the Gulf road, was a switch by which carriages could be shunted 
on to a connection with the Charleston line. I wrote to Toombs of the 
emergency, an<l sent one of Hardee's staff to meet him at the switch. The 
governor's army was quietly shunted off, and woke up in South Carolina, 
where it was just in time to repulse the enemy after a spirited action, thereby 
saving the railway. Doubtless, the Georgians, a plucky people, would have 
res|K)nded to an appeal to leave their State under the circumstances, but 
Toombs enjoyed the joke of making them unconscious patriots."— (Chapter 
xii. page 215.) 



CHAPTER XIII. 

EVACUATION OF CHARLESTON HABBOB. 
January and February, 1865. 

Exhaustion of the ComrEDERATE ABMnB--8aDTH CitoLniA Ovm» 

POWERED BY INVASION— OdDB AGAINST HER DEFSNXUCBS FeVK TO OVS 

— General Beauregard prepares to Evacuate the OoAsr — ^Bbab- 
Admiral Dauloren's Third Council of War— Mohitoe Pataisoo 
destroyed by a Torpedo near Fort BuvTEBr— Obhbbai. Forsr 
relieved by General Gillmore— Union Fobcbb^ Land avo Katai^ 
demonstrate on James Island— Sturdy RflBiffrAJiCE offdud bt 
Major Manioault in the Rifle-pitb— Union Ezpedriov to Bi7U.% 
Bay stoutly opposed by the Marion Artillery, Caftaui Pabxa 
—General Hardee's delay in Charleston bboomino Damobboc*^ 
OuDKK Foii Evacuation issued by General Beaurboari^ Febrcabt 
15th— The Commander of Fort Sumter receivbb hu Fotai. Is* 

»TRITCTI0N8 — ThK FoRT TO BE LEFT InTACT — 1T8 FLAO SALITTED BT 
THE LAST EVENIN(i GUN— pKEFARATIONS FOR REMOVAL — ^THK QaBt 
HISON LEAVES THE FORT BY 11 P. M., FEBRUARY 17TH — AlL OTHER 

Troops Withdrawn Successfully from the Harbor under Heavy 
FiRiNCi from the Enemy — The City Evacuated early oh the 
MORNING of February 18, 1865. 

Affer the siK*cessful evaoiuition of Savannah bv Lieutenant- 
(icn(»nil Harck^, under instnictiqns from General Benur^ard 
and the approval of the War Department in Richmond, the 
next (luestion presented was, " How nnich longer can Charles- 
ton Ik? heM ?" The exiji;ency of the situation, and, in feet, the 
(lesjwrate fortunes of the Confederate c^use itself, were beooming 
daily more apparent. 

Against three large and well-equipped armies — ^that of Gen- 
eral Grant in Virginia, that of Gtmeral Thomas in Tennessee, 
and this of General Sherman on the South Atlantic coast, men- 
acnng three other States of the Confederacy — there was now re- 
maining east of the Mississippi but one well-organized array of 

244 
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forces, that in Southern Virginia. So little had the South left to 
opj>ose the great military power and resourcjes of the North ! Im- 
jxjrishable renown had gathereil around that army which General 
I^iee c»ommanded, but not even the inspiration of hie name could 
arrest the weakening of its battalions or rescue it from it8 peril- 
ous ix)sition. The next march of General Sherman would evi- 
dently threatcMi the communications, not of Charleston only, but 
also of Richmond and Petersburg as well. With a thoroughly 
appointed army of 70,000 veteran troojis he could now push 
l)etween the coast, where General Hardee had a column of less 
than 14,()(X) unaccustomed to campaign work, and the upj>er 
countr>' of South Carolina, where there were no troojw save 
the weary remnants of Hood's defeated army hurrying in de- 
tachixl bcxlies to make some wished-for conjunction with <M)m- 
rades in North or South Carolina. It is anticipative, but allow- 
able, to record just here that no such concentration was made 
until after General Sherman had marched quite through South 
Carolina and been eluded by Lieutenant-General Hanlee, head- 
ing his troops from Charleston, through Cheraw, into North 
Carolina.* 

The first of January, 1865, found Charleston gathered within 
her circle of defenses — not invested, but much perplexed. Her 
harbor, well protected against an enemy, had now for four years 
defied the attacks of both the land and naval forces of the 
Union. But it was a new thing to have an army of such mag- 
nitude as General Sherman's ready to march upon her chief 
<H)mmunications, if not upon the city herself. 

For some time previous the gravity of the crisis was fully 
realized both in Charleston and in Richmond. From the latter 
place General Beauregard was instructed to apply the same prin- 
ciple as had guideil him in Savannah — viz. " The defense should 
not be too protracted, to the sacrifice of the garrison." Accord- 

^ It has always appeared to the writer that a stand against Shermnn could 
have been made on the left bank of the Wateree River in Soutli Carolina. 
Here, in the vicinity of Camden, General Hardee's army from the coast could 
have been combined with General Bragg's from Wilmington, instead of seek- 
ing a combination at Bentonville, N. C. This would have required an earlier 
abandonment of Wilmington, but the sacrifice would then have been more 
profitable than it proved to be a month or so later. 
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ingly^ before being called away to Alabama and MiasiaBiiipi hj 
General Hood'n disaster, General Beanvegard left the fblfa^ 
directions with Lieutenant-Greneral Hardee rdative to the im- 
pending evacuation of the city. 

Meanwhile, the Union army in Savannah rested and e uj oye d 
itself, refitting and reorgaiiiizing preparatory to abother kng 
march. Both the army and navy oommanden before Chaika- 
ton took frequent opportunities to confer with (Senovl ISiennan 
as to his plans and their own. Rear-Admiral Dahlgren men- 
tions in his Diary that the general '^does not intend to €am off 
for Charleston or Georgetown, unless forced to do ao by nnftr- 
seen circumstances. The general urged me not to commit my 
vessels to the fire of the Charleston batteriea.'' 

And yet the admiral, seeing that the war was aboat to dose 
with little or no naval distinction for his command, manifested 
at this time some pugnaciousness. For it appears that a third 
council was held by him and his captains of the iron-dad squad- 
ron. Three plans for co-operating with General Sherman were 
suggested : '' 1st. Attack Sullivan's Island ; 2d* Pass in and 
attack Johnson ; 3d. Rim all the way up and attack the iitj. 
They wore not inclined to go beyond the first step — attack Sul- 
livan's Island. After a full and unreserved discussion, I de- 
oidcnl that the ol>struction8 near Sumter should be examined by 
lK)ats iHulor the sujxirvision of the captains of monitors for eadi 
night." That this most obvious duty was not performed long 
iK^foro, nndor IxSth Dahlgren and his predecessor DuPont, will 
over roiuain a piece of unaccountable, if not unreasonable, ne- 
glect. (See Appendix to this chapter.) Better that it had been 
done long Ix^fore than jwstponed to this last moment of the war, 
for now it cost the admiral very dear. 

There were months in the year 1863, after the repulse of the 
armored vessels under DuPont, when no such things as torpedoes 
wert» in place near Fort Sumter. But as the war advanced the 
use of all kinds of explosives, torpedoes, submarine and sub- 
terrene shells, rapidly increased. So it happened that one of 
the monitors, the Patapsco, being on picket-duty for the night 
of the 15th-16th of January, and "engaged in covering the 
scout- and picket-boats that were searching the channel for ob- 
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structions and torpedoes," was almost instantly sunk by the 
explosion of a torpedo about eight hundred yards below Fort 
Sumter, and nearly on a line connecting tlie fort with Battery 
Beauregard on Sullivan's Island. The lieutenant commanding, 
S. P. Quackenbush, with four officers and thirty-eight men made 
their escape, but sixty-two others were carried down by the sink- 
ing vessel. This monitor was quite a veteran, having been the 
fourth in line on the 7th of April, 1863, a frequent opponent of 
Battery Wagner during its pi-otracted siege, and the hardest 
fighter of the 8th of September, when, after two hours and a 
half, she was towed out of action with the heavy works of Sul- 
livan's Island much the worse for exposure. The Patapsco was 
the third of the armored vessels sunk off Charleston harbor, the 
Keokuk and the Weehawken having gone down the year before. 

Toward the end of January, General Sherman was ready to 
move from Savannah. For purposes of diversion and co-opera- 
tion he conferred with Major-General Foster and Rear- Admiral 
Dahlgren, and favored, or rather specially urged, one of the 
movements, a descent on the main land at Bull's Bay, about 
twenty miles north of Charleston {Memoirs Dalilgreny page 493), 
while no doubt agreeing to the other operations of the general 
plan.^ 

So the gunboats were ordered to be active on the flank of the 
Confederates ; and first, on January 26th, the Dai-Ching, pro- 
ceeding up the Combahee River (called, higher up, the Salke- 
hatchie), was stopped by a battery of heaxy gims on the left bank 
at a plac»e known as " Burnet's." In attempting to escai)e she 
ran aground, was set on fire by her coniman<ler, and was totally 
destroyed. Next, a brigade under General E. E. Potter, sup- 
ported by the steam-sloop Pawnee and the gunboat Sonoma, 
threatened the Confederates by landing at White Point, up the 
North Edisto River, January 30th, and pushing a few miles 
toward Adam's Run ; but being met with resistance by a light 

* On the 24th of January General Sherman wrote to the Admiral : "To- 
morrow I will demonstrate on Salkehatchie, and will be obliged if you will 
feel up Edisto or Stono, just to make the enemy uneasy on their flank, and 
develop if he intends to hold fast to Charleston and Columbia both/* — (Report 
Secretary of Navy, 1865.) 
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battery strongly posted at King^s Cre^, the troc^ withdrair 
to the ships that evening. In this vicinity of the Oomfaohae 
and EdistOy Toogoodoo and Wadmahw Rivara^ diveiaioiis ^ like 
these were enutinued until about the 10th of Fdvnafy, befiiR 
which time Sherman's army was all in hand on the Oarolina 
side of the Savannah River and maidbing upon Bnmchvilk^ 
sixty miles west of Charleston. 

At two points nearer the city the demonstrations ^vere OMxe 
decided, being in larger force and attended with some fightiiig. 
Before they occurred Major-General Foster^ after serving in 
command of the department for eight months, was relieved hy 
Major-Greneral Gillmore, who returned to his former post Feb- 
ruary 9, 1865y in time to c«M>perate with his old ooUeagne, the 
rear-admiral, in the movements now to be described aa oocorring 
on James Island, contiguous to the harbor, and on Boll's Bay, 
about twenty miles north-east of Charleston. Although they 
were both combined attacks, the land force had moat to do on 
James Island, while the naval force was more prominent at 
Bull's Bay. These were the last struggles in the defense of 
Charleston. 

The scene of the action on James Island was nearly the same 
as that of the previous summer, being the southern point of the 
island, where the Stono and the Folly Rivers approach each 
other. The Confederate lines and batteries were all as before, 
with heavy artiller}' and ammunition, but the light batteries and 
infantry tr(K)ps had been moving to the rear for some days, 
]«ivin^ but a scant force of pic^kets to man the rifle-pits. These 
extended almost from one river to the other, were nearly two 
miles in advance of the fortifications, and were accessible to the 
enemy on the side of Stono by GrimbklPs Causeway ; on the 
other side by Rivers's Causeway. Lieutenant-Colonel James 
Welsman Brown at Secessionville, with Major Edward Mani- 
gault of the South Carolina Siege-Train in advance, second in 
command, had been left to defend the ground. 

While matters were in this condition the attack was begun 
early on the morning of. February 10th by a heavy shelling 
from two gunboats in Folly River and two others in Stono, 
the latter being soon joined by the monitor Lehigh. From the 
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Union forces on Morris and Folly Islands, under Brigadier- 
General Sohinimelfennig, two regiments with field-guns and 
two companies of skirmishers, commanded by Colonel A. S. 
Ilartwell, moved on the Confederate outposts by the way of 
Grimball's Causeway, on the right of the line, skirmishing and 
advancing twice to the attack. Here Major Manigault, receiv- 
ing onlers to hold on to the last extremity, made a stubborn 
defense. He had, all told, but 131 men, only 80 being in front 
at the rifle-pits, with no light artillery at all ; and he held those 
rifle-pits for four hours, until over one-third of his little force 
was either killed, wounded, or captured, he himself being severely 
wounded and made a prisoner.^ 

The pits were carried by a front and flanking charge about 
3.30 P. M., though not without a loss to the enemy of upward 
of 90 men. The position, however, was not held, for the troops 
fell back to the cover of their gunboats the same evening, and 
did not again advance. But the naval fire Mas continued all 
night, and for several days and nights, particularly on the 14th 
and 17th, during whi(^i the little band of Confederates on James 
Island was kept in all the harassing excitement of a most 
arduous service. They were the rear-guard of Greneral Hardee's 
withdrawing forces, and he could have had no better men. 

Bull's Bay appears, to a superficial observer of the map of 
the coast, to be an excellent base of operations against Charles- 
ton. It had often been proposed and discussed from the very 
first period of the war, but had just aS often l)een dropped out 
of plans and calculations. Any examination will prove its chan- 

I Tho TonfeHerate force engaged under Major Manigault consisted of the 
Palmetto Oiiard, Cnptain B. C. Webb, Lieutenants W. H. Chapman, .Tames A. 
Rnix, ami Robert E. Mellichamp; the Cobb Guard of Georgia, commanded 
by Captain Tumipseed ; and a company of the Second South C«iroIina Artil- 
lery, commanded by Captain Kennedy and Lieutenant Charles Rush. The 
following casualties in the Palmetto Guard have been furnished by Captain 
Webb and Lieutenant Chapman, to whom I am indebted for oiher particulars: 
Killed, Corporal W. P. Nagle, Private C. H. Kerr; wounded, Lieutenant 
J. A. Brux. Privates P. G. Langley, P. T. Drajrton, A. O. Pansin, C. A. 
Aimar, J. L. Fair, J. W Zoni ; wounded and captured, W. L. Campbell, 
A. R. Haig, W. W. Houston, W. R. Mouzon ; sick, captured on tlu' field, 
John T. Humphreys, James A. Bowie, Alexander Bowie; total losp, killed, 
wounded, and captured, 2 officers and 34 men. — J. J. 
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iiels nam>w, ib% roadstaul contracted, its waters shoal, and its 
shores tringcil with wide marshes, making the approach to them 
quite difficult. But (Tcneral Sherman seems to have prevailed 
on the ci>niniaudcrs Ix'torc Charleston to tit out an expedition to 
the Ikiv, jv* though cxpci'tiug larger results from this quarter 
than fn^u any i>thcr. Al\er General Foster left the depart- 
ment, (icnend GiUnion^ tiH>k up the project and entered into it 
with Rwir- Admiral ]>ahlgRni with some appearance of earnest- 
niNs. To haul a o>himn there and drive the defeudera down 
the iYKUit, u|H>n tiie main hmd to the rear of Mount Pleasant 
and Sullivan*s Ishuul, pn>mised well for final operations against 
the defiant eitv. 

A land fonv under Bripidier-General E. E. Potter was aooord- 
ingly (H>uveyeil to RulKs Bay by several army transports on 
February Tith, supj>ort4Hl by a flotilla of seven gunboats, 
"thrtH? aruunl tuirs, thirty-thnn? lx>ats, and thirteen pieces of 
artiUerv," under C\munander F. Stanlv of the navv. The rear- 
admind hinist^lf went to dinn't, until summoned elsewhere the 
siuu(» day by a di»spateii innn (fenend Sherman. The early 
morning outlook from the nuustheads so suddenly congregated 
at tlie nortliern |H>int of Bull's Island ixndd not have been very 
satistaetorv. The shoivs ol' the Imy projHT exhibited no favor- 
able blutV for landing as sivn thnx* or four miles distant to the 
north-west and h»sing tlu*iiiselv<s in enveloping marshes. A 
litth* earthwork may have Invn dis<N)venHl at Graham's Point, 
where OwtMidaw ("rivk enteis tlu' bay at its extreme northern 
limit, admitting small eratt to the low bhitfs and landings. But 
nearer by halt*, and mneh more promising, were the shores of a 
smaller bav to the wistwanl, s<M>aratiHl from Bull's Bav bv a 
stretch of mai'sh, but stHMuingly an ai)})endage of the lai^r 
shei^t of water. This was tnilliHl S<nvcv Bay,^ and on its o{>en 

* This hay \v!us the siviu* of an artii>n in o>l«>nial times (ITOS'i, when the 
FrenHi expeililion under I^ KelKinre tliR-aiontHl Charleston. After his shi|>s 
had heen driven from tlie liarlwir, news was brought to the governor. Sir 
Nathaniel Jolinscm, tliat a fresh landintr had ]»i'i*n made in Sewee Bay. A 
fon'e under Captain Fenwioke was imnietiiaielN* <les|>atehed by land, rid 
HaddrelPs Point, an<1 another hy sea, omsistinir of two armed vessels under 
Colonel William Kiiett. Tiie former, arrivimr first, met with stime resistanee 
from the French, but soon eauseil them to take to their ships, when, mi-eting 



EVACUATION OF CHARLESTON HARBOR. 251 

shore were two miles of bluff dotted with the summer-houses of 
a little settlement known as Anderson vi lie. The great advan- 
tages of this landing commended it at once to the expedition, 
for, besides presenting oj>en shores, it was at once both nearer to 
the fleet and nearer to Charleston than Bull's Bav. 

The Confederates meanwhile had not been idle, but collected 
in good time, from Mount Pleasant and elsewhere, a small force, 
between 200 and 250 men, consisting of the Marion Artillery, 
with four Napoleon guns and two small companies of infantry, 
the whole under Captain Edward L. Parker of the light bat- 
tery. They occupied some rifle-pits and sunken batteries of the 
slightest construction along the shore of Sewee Bay, while farther 
to the north, where Owendaw Creek entered Bull's Bay, there was 
also a similar force, posted to defend that approach to the main 
land. Such were the troops which constituted the last of the 
coast-guanl and disputed the landing of a formidable expedition. 

With these slight elements of a problem before the minds of 
its leaders the expedition appears to have been singularly non- 
plussed, for it was four days occupied in finding a place to land 
its troops. On the morning of its arrival Brigadier-General 
Potter, with Capttiins Stanly and Balch of the navy, advanced 
in two columns of barges armed with howitzers to make a recon- 
noissance of the Andersonville shore. But thev came no nearer 
than a mile of it, firing some harmless shells at Captain Parker's 
battery, but receiving from him some well-directed shots, of 
which one struck and disabled a boat-howitzer. What with 
this warm reception and the tortuous navigation, they advanced 
no farther, and after getting aground in many directions with- 
drew for the day. One of the gunboats, the Ottawa, succeeded, 
however, in gaining a jKwition from which to shell, at long range, 
the shores of Sewee Bay, and did so with sound and fury, but 
with no real disturbance to the Confederates. 

The following days were occupied with soundings and recon - 
noitring in other directions ; but not until barges were sent up 

Colonel Rhett by water, they surrendered without firing a shot The prize, 
with 90 prisoners, was brought into Charleston harbor. Among the officers 
captured was Monsieur Arbuset, said to be the commander of the land forces 
of the expedition. (See Ramsay's Hislaiy of South Oarolina, vol. i. oh. v.) 
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to Oweiidaw C^nvk on Febniarv 16th, and the evacuation of 
Chark^stoii hjid iK^jrun, did Brigadier-General Potter make In's 
<l<*s(tMit «>n Hull's Bay. This gave time to Captain Parker with 
his Imttorv and iniantrv sup|X)rt, joined at the last by Kirk*s 
Rangers an<l some dismounttHl cavalr}*, to withdraw into the 
interior on the night of the 15th by the way of Huger's bridge 
on the c»ast<Tn bnuieh of Cooj>er River. 

Whik» tlu»se mnvnnents of the Union f5>n«s were in prt^rress, 
threatening the Charleston and Savannah Railroad on the we^^t, 
James Ishnid on the smith, and ^fonnt Pknisant, vid Bull's Bay, 
on the east, Lieutenant-denend HanUni was hastened bv Gen- 
eral I^'auix'ganl to In'gin the evacuation of Charleston, wliieh 
ha<l Ikvu agHKHl ujH)n jb« <»arly as the 2d of Februarj\ The 
delays that <K'<'urrtHl setMncMl unaeeountable to the latter, and on 
visiting th<» <Mty on the 14th he issue<l final memoranda of 
onlers to Lit'utenant-General Hanlee, eoneluding with tliene 
paragniphs : 

** In view of the facility the onemy has at Branchville and Orange- 
burg, and in the direction of ('<ilunibia, to cut the line of retreat of the 
garrison of Charleston, Jts above referred to, it bei*oinc8 neccflsary to com- 
mence the evacuation as soon as the ntM't^ssary preparations can be made. 

''Tlie hoMing of Cliarleston is now re(Uiced to only a question (»f a 

few days. Its lo>s does not jeopardi/.e the safety of the iState of South 

Carolina, but the loss of the garrison wouhl greatly contribute to that 

end. 

**(t. T. BKArREGARO, GenemL** 

A<rain, from Snintorvillc, F<'l)niary loth, he sent a |K^remi>- 
torv order to liicntcnant-Ciciieral Hardee to ** (•ommenee imme- 
diately nioveiueiit as arrangcMJ," and th(» latter replicnl the next 
(lav that it was to Ik* then lM»<ruii and ('arritnl out. Unfortnnatelv, 
the lieut<'nan[-geuei*al was himself taken siek,and Major-Gen eral 
L. MeLaws iH'ing sent for, further delay was ineun\»d, so tiiat 
** the evaeuatinu was not eilU'ted until the night of the 17th and 
the early morning of the ISth of Fehruary." — {Military Opcni" 
tioiiH of (rcuvrnl llntHrvf/artL) 

It is not apparent that any important eoneentnition of forees 
in front of (Jeneral Sherman before bis entrance* into Columbia 
could have Ihm'U .stH-unnl bv an earlier evaeuati(m of Charh»ston. 
But the delay wjls dangerous, and l)e<*ame more so a*:* the troops 



254 TUE DEFENSE OF CHARLESTON HABBOB. 

retreating from the coast by tlie line of the North-eastem Rail- 
road, vid Florence and Cheraw, approached the latter place. 
Here they had barely time enough to cross the Pee Dee River 
and burn the bridge in the fac*e of General Sherman and his 
resistance to their rear-guard at that point 

It now remains to fill out with some particulars the closing 
perioil of the history of the defense of Fort Sumter. The last 
and longest a)ntinued of its three principal bombardments was 
seen, in the previous chapter, to have terminated in the early 
part of the month of Septenil)er, 1864. During the remainder 
of that month and through Oetolxjr and November the records 
of firing indicate that it IxH^ame more and more desultory, aver- 
aging about thirty shots {)er day. AVhen, in December, the 
march of General Sherman u{>on Savannah called for the co- 
o|K}rdtion of both Union forces before Charleston, Fort Sumter 
had entire respite from the enemy, ocrmpied elsewhere on the 
coast. Only seven shots were received in December and sixty- 
four in January, and none at all in February. 

Thus the question of the fort's impregnability was at length 
settled. It had, in fatrt, silenced the very guns which once had 
silenced it. Xo less than fiflv-one rifle-cannon of the heaviest 
e^ilibre and of th(» costliest niak(» wei'e expendal' (worn out or 
burst) in the firintr iVoni Morris Island upon the works of 
Charleston harbor and the eitv itself. The share which Sumter 
had in that iirin^r was worthy of such a {>ost of honor, worthy 
of such a lion-like resistance, followed by such protractcil en- 
durance, as (listin^nishcKl its defense. 

Hut, thou<»:h not to 1k» surrendered, the fort was finally to be 
evacuated, to<i:ether with all the other works on the coast of South 
(Carolina — a rt^sult fonxnl, as has Ix^n seen, by the march of 
(icneral Sherman at the head of an armv of 70,000 veteran 
troops tliroutrh the State from Savannah to Columbia, from 
(.'oinmhia to Cheniw ; and by the exhausted resources of thfe 
Confinleracv itself. 

Tlic commander of Fort Sumter, Captain Thomas A.Huguenin, 
had for a lon<»; season of undisturl^ed possession seen the reliefs 

* Siip|»lementary report (lillniorc's operations, pajje 34. Twenty-four were 
exjKjndtHl l)y CJeneral (iillmore, and twenty-seven more by General Foster. 
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of his invincible garrison oome atid go^ whik the labon of Us 
engineer force were adding strength, aooommodationi and mm 
finish, to the powerful earthwork into whidh the nuned hciak 
fort had lieen transformed. He felt — and the cHj, the Stetiey the 
whole Southern country felt with him — a loftjr prUe in nuuntaiiH 
ing this post made illustrious by so mndbi bravery, ekill, and 
persistence. Though the sounds of war had died awmy ateuad 
the harbor through all that winter of 1864^45, and the flag 
of Sumter, flung to the breeae every morning, had been daily 
lowered with the saluting of the ev^ng gun. the tune waa 
drawing near for the termination of its defimae and the fhriiqg 
of that flag for ever. 

It was on the 16th, two days before the city waa evacnated, 
that the commander received a telegraphic despatdh from head- 
quarters ordering preparations to be made at the ibrt. Detailed 
instructions were received that evening,- and in aooordanoe with 
them the sicrk, the nc^ro laborers emplojred by tiie engineer de^ 
partinent, servants, and the baggage 6f'>tbe oflSoera were that 
night sent up to the city. 

On the morning of the 17th a new battle-flag was hoisted: it 
was tlic last flown from the walls of Confederate Sumter. Daring 
the (lay all officers won* inforracxi of the expected movement, 
and ordortHl to liavo tlioir companies in readiness for embarking 
on the boats that nijrht. The day i>assed wearily and aadly 
to all who felt the erisis of the cjuise they had perilled their 
lives to maintain, and who understcKKl the significance of aban- 
doninjjj siieh a post in the defense of Charleston and its harbor. 
Tr(H)ps from the neighboring States of North Carolina and 
Geoi-gia had often done duty within those walls, as at Battery 
Wagner, Morris Island, and elsewhere around tjie city. There 
were none at this time from the "Old North 'State," but, to- 
gether with two (»ompanit^s of the First South Carolina (r^ilar) 
Infantr}', there were three companies from the Thirty-second 
Georgia volunt(K*rs in the garrison.' It will ahrays be remem- 

^ The record of this fine command, and particularly of its ditttinguished col- 
onel, Geon;e P. Harrison, Jr., has l)een fre(|uently and honorably mmde in the 
defense of the Carolina coast. On James Island, John's Island, Morris iBlmnd, 
at Fort Sumter, as well as an)iind Savannah, and notably at the vidorr of 
Olustee in Florida, the regiment and its colonel deserved the highest praiee. 
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bered by the Carolinians of Fort Sumter that there were with 
them at the close of its eventful career comrades from a sister 
State who had long exulted with them in its possession and 
could now feel with them the pain of its sacrifice. 

With the going down of the sun the flag was lowered and the 
last evening gun pealed its salute over the waters of the hitherto 
inviolable bav. To the latest moments of the fort's resistance 
vigilance prevailed, causing the preparations for assault after 
nightfall to be made just as usual. The sections of wire-en- 
tanglement and of bristling wooden pikes which formed obstruc- 
tions on the practicable sloi)es of the gorge and sea-face, and 
had been nightly placed for seventeen months, were lifted and 
set with customary care by the engineer force. The light brass 
howitzers, which were to be so servi(*eable and important in the 
event of another attack by barges, were nin up by the ramps 
and put in jxxsitions on the crest of the work, long established 
by the artillerists. Even the closing and fastening of the shut- 
ters to the embrasures in the aisemates, where heavy guns 
frowned upon the channel, was not forgotten. The sentinels 
of course were posted on the walls, and on the wharf there was 
a special lookout kept for the arrival of the transport-boats. As 
the evening advanced the entire garrison, except the sentinels, 
was formed readv to move the moment the arrival of the boats 
should be reported. The total number of officers and men was 
about three hundred. 

Toward ten o'clock two small steam-transports reached the 
fort, in charge of Lieutenant Thomas L. Swinton of the quarter- 
master department, long entrusted with this difficult and respon- 
sible night-service on the harbor, and tlioroughly efficient in its 
performance through storm and rain, through shot and shell. 
Then the roll of the garrison was called, and the order was 
given to march aboard. The commander, accompanied by Lieu- 
tenant E. J. White, engineer in charge, and Lieutenant W. G. 
Ogier, adjutant of the post, proceeded to the ramparts and per- 
sonally relieved the sentinels, who were sent aboard the boats. 

On Captain Huguenin had twice devolved the unpleasant 
duty of being the last to leave a well-defended post. Here, as 
at Battery Wagner in the summer of 1863, the ev^acuation was 
17 
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made by night with secrecy and despatch, with the noise of 
great guns firing heavily, for the Union batteries had opened a 
severe fire upon Sullivan's and James Islands, though not upon 
Fort Sumter, and with foreboding of disaster. But there were 
two features of unliivcness in the case. Public property was 
either destroyed or sought to be destroyed at Wagner, but by 
orders Fort Sumter was to be left intact. At Battery Wagner 
the fury of its last bombardment had torn and rent its military 
lines, had ploughed and tumbled all the slopes and parapets, had 
filled its ditch and strewed its parade with wrecks of ruin. At 
Fort Sumter ruin had wellnigh been covered up and concealed ; 
trim ranks of gabions held up the slopes of sand or d6bris ; 
capacious and comfortable quarters sheltered in perfect safety 
the garrison ; the parade even looked swept and garnished ; the 
casemates, either armed or turned to useful purposes, still recalled 
the old brick fort ; the crest of the walls showal some lines of 
regularity ; and over all dominated the bombproof covering of 
the stair-tower at the south-western angle, with not one inch lost 
from the original level of the fort at that point, forty feet above 
high-water mark. 

The eye of the commander took in all these things for the 
last time as he went the rounds with his two attendant officers, 
pacing the deserted chambers, which only echoed to his f(X)tfall, 
or walking through the deep shadows of the long gallery, until 
he emerged at length through the sally-port u{)on the ojien wharf, 
where the boats were waiting for him. Then nothing remainwl 
but to cast off the lines, which was done by himself, a^vsisted by 
Lieutenants White and Swinton, and to step on board. Fort 
Sumter loomed grandly before their lingering eyes for a few 
minutes longer, then the dark night enveloped it and they saw 
it no more. 

Early the next morning it became known that the city had 
been evacuated, and it was soon occupied by the Union troops. 
Two hundred and fifty cannon fell into the hands of the captors, 
who had been engaged in active operations for upward of five 
hundred and sixty-seven days before the best-defended city of 
the Southern coast. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

RfeSUMfe AND CX)NCLUSION. 

To estimate rightly the plaee cKx*npi«l in the war between the 
Staters by Charleston harbor and Fort Sumter, its once oon- 
spiciious citadel, the following considerations should be borne 
in mind : 

(1.) The earnest spirit of the Southern States was not the 
echo of some ambitious ]X)liticians, as so often falsely rcpre- 
scnttnl, but the rising of a people who could judge for them- 
selves and Micvcil themselves wronged. Their resistance when 
it was made, and their stublx)rn defense when that was all thev 
could offer, were proofs that no frantic ebullition of sectionalism 
had Ixx^n oxc'it(Hl by " fire-(»ating" agitators, but that a long- 
cxistiniT, constitutional diircronce was at issue; and the spirit of 
tiic people was in keeping with the gravity of the situation. 
AltlKni<rli South Carolina wits ever grateful for the friendship 
and snppoit of Iht sisters of the Confedenicy throughout the 
war, she was held by the North to be sj)ecially resjKmsible for 
its outbreak. The scene of the outbreak was Charleston harlxir, 
and the very foeus of its intense feeling was pn*cisely there, at Fort 
Sumter. This lent its particular animosity to the Union mind, 
and indirectly pave to the jM'ople of the Palmetto State an im- 
])ulse and an energy which scrv(Hl to protect their seaj>ort to the 
last, but went bcvond their militarv strcnij:th in men and means 
of defense. 

(2.) The disparity in fighting poj)ulation and in materials of 
war betwe(»n the combatants was very great. The lai^ jwirt 
of the lal)oring class in the South was not to bear arms in this 
contest, an<l there were no large cities to furnish that floating, 
adventurous population which the Xorth could always draw 

26U 
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upon to recruit her armies.^ With ports well watched by block- 
ading squadrons, the South was forced to establish industries 
altogether strange to her people. Tnie, there was good foundry- 
work done in Virginia and North Carolina, and a superior 
}>owder-mill at Augusta, Georgia, but South Carolina, in par- 
ticular, was more agricultural than most of the other States. 
Artificers, skilled workmeh in metals and machiner}', were very 
scarce in her borders and had to be brought from other States. 
Yet there was no lack of effort to do the best under the circum- 
stances. At the very opening of the war in Charleston harbor 
iron was used to protect water-batteries ; armored gunlK)ats were 
built at Charleston as at other places ; cannon were rifled and 
banded there;* all manner of pnjectiles prepared; and the 
daring feat of recovering the guns out of the wreck of the 
Keokuk should prove that extraortlinary difficulties of a me- 
chanical kind presented themselves, and were in large measure 
overcome. 

(3.) The conduct of the war in front of Charleston was most 
particularly marked by the new era of heavy rifled breaching- 
guns and iron-clad squadrons. The world lookal on and won- 
dere<l. Both by land and by sea the fortifications of Charles- 
Uyn were subjected to unprecedented trial. New demands were 
made ujwn its engineers and artillerists to increase the offensive 
and defensive powers of sea-coast warfare. They could not 
make guns to compare with Parrott's 200- and 300-pounder 
rifles, but they could excel in practice with their 10-inch 
columbiad smooth l>ores and 7-inch Brooke rifles. The engi- 
neers around Charleston, as well as Wilmington and Savannah, 
soon learned how to fight the enemy with sand, as General Beau- 

* One of the Union regiments on Morris Island, having been reduced, was 
recruited at the North with 2S9 conscripts and sulvtitutes ; for the latter the 
sum of $8000 was paid in Philadelphia. (W. W. H. Davis.) 

' Four armored gunboats were built between 1862 and 1865 — viz. the Pal- 
metto State, the Chicora, the Charleston, and the Columbia, but the last was 
disabled by accident after completion and never used. 

Cannon were rifled and banded, and projectiles of all kinds made in great 
quantities, from the summer of 1861 to the end of the war, at the machine- 
shops of J. M. Eason & Brother, of W. S. Henery, and of the Confederate 
Suites arsenal in Charlestoo. 
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" Tlie {Titteiii'in ••!* harr-'r^ r.i'\i-a-^!.iv- 'l^e^ nm lie in forfcs. Thev for this 
jiarti'iilar {»iir|»'r-r are iniiiit-a-nrai '.y . rit- to. '-r a! in«»sl hut of suli^idiary im- 
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that there i'^ water enoujrh t«> tli»ai iliem." — ■ Kxei\ I.K>c., Annared VegseUy page 
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other vessels were so furnished. The Union navy appears to 
have not even taken steps to examine seriously the obstructions 
with small boats by night until the very close of the war. 
{Memoir of Dahlgreiij page 492, and Appendix of this work, 
Chap. III.) 

(4.) The defects of original construction in Fort Sumter were, 
in some particulars, very serious. As a general thing, the brick 
masonry was the finest of the kind, and the dimensions of the 
work were all that military science in those days required. But 
an exception was in the r^on of the magazines. These were 
in pairs (upper and lower) at the eastern and western angles 
of the gorge, and they were not originally protected on the inte- 
rior or parade quarter of the fort as they should have been. A 
fire of shells from the fleet lying off the eastern angle of the 
fort could take the western magazine in reverse, finding weak 
places in the inner wall, at the ventilators, and particularly in 
the covering of the lower magazine. Much heavy work in 
stone, brick, and sandbags was required to protect the maga- 
zines in other respects and in consideration of the new era ; but 
the defects above referred to attached to their original construc- 
tion and added greatly to the labor of defense. 

(5.) The means devised for strengthening Fort Sumter against 
improved artillery were simple, but they involved prodigious 
labor and constant vigilance. And it was to the completion of 
these before the bombardments began that the fort owed its sta- 
bility. While the average force employed by the engineers may 
not have exceeded one hundred laborers, with about twenty 
mechanics, there were weeks and months when the force was 
raised to three hundred and fifty, and immediately before the 
first bombardment it numbered four hundred* and fifty laborers 
and mechanics. At that period of i)reparation the work was 
carried on day and night; at later periods of repair, only in the 
night or only in the day. The upper and lower casemates of the 
sea-face, together with the upper and lower rooms of the gorge, 
were entirely filled, the casemates with sand alone, the rooms 
witn wet cotton-bales laid in sand ; while the magazines and the 
ramparts called respectively for the same laborious work. On 
the ramparts of the sea-face especially massive traverses and mer- 
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Ions w<Hfe oonstractod with sand bronght in bagn on the ahoot- 
ders up the qpiral staira, fully thirty-five feet above the levd of 
the parade. On the exterior of the goige much heavy irafk of 
the same kind was d<me. When the period of inoeeaant iqpairii^ 
of damages set in, the sand of the parade had been ffyhaimtfil 
to a depth of four feet, and new iwi^^Ha^ was required* This 
depended on smooth water, good weather, and the limits of hai^ 
bor transportation! which were very serious drawbacka. QAsb- 
times, the only material for repair was the wet sand washed up 
around the base of the fort's walls and gathered under heavy 
fire with frequent casualties. The fiction of Fort Somtei'a be- 
ing protected by the spontaneous or fortuitous jalii^ of its owa 
debris has been pointed out and corrected in these pagea (See 
page 134.) Foresight contrived and hard work eseoated the 
plans of defense. If to any one preoaution nMwe than anotfaer 
the fort may be said to have owed its preservationi it was to the 
timely filling of the rooms of the gorge.^ This gave an inde> 
structible backing to the debris which fell and lodged with- 
out, but which was yet constantly disturbed and largely wasted 
by the enemy's fire, the rain and winds, and the action of the 
waves. The gorge, thus strengthened and maintained by fre- 
quent additions of fresh material, was the one great, ruling 
protection of the fort against the breaehing-batteries of Morris 
Lsland.' Against assault the obstructions nightly placed on the 
exterior slopes and regularly taken in before daybreak have been 
(lescribed. Casualties were (X)nstantly occurring in the perform- 
ance of this especial service. A boom of logs was maintained 
off the south-eastern angle of the fort. 

(6.) The severity and duration of the bombardments, three 
principal and eight minor, must be remembered. Beoorda of 
the firing may be found in the Appendix. Based on these and 
an estimate made by General Beauregard (iGlitary Operations^ 
vol. li. page 127), the tt)tal weight of metal (land and naval fire) 

' Seventeen rooms, eighteen feet six inches square : eight were eleven feet 
and nine were fourteen feet high — a labor of three weeks, niglit and dav, for 
three hundred men. 

' *'The heap of rubbish at the gorge looks invincible/' {Memoir ^ DaMl" 
gnu, Diary, October 27, 1863.) 
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thrown against Fort Sumter while defended by the Confederates 
must have been in the neighborhood of thirty-five hundred tons. 
If from this total the average percentage of missing pmjectiles 
be deducted, the remainder, twenty-four hundred tons, will rep- 
resent the weight of metal striking the fort. The.destructive- 
ness of the fire may be measured by a few facts. When Rear- 
Admiral DuPont attackeil, two shells, XV- and Xl-inch, passed 
entirely through the weakest part of the scarp-wall, each by its 
own penetration, and burst in the interior of the fort. During 
Major-General Gillmore's first bombardment, after the demoli- 
tion of the brick fort was technically accomplished, the effect of 
one heavy rifle-shell, on the 30th of August, was to bring down, 
" at one fall, four rampart arches on the north-east front, with 
terreplein, platforms, and guns.^' Later, the wall and casemates 
along the entire sea-face were battered down to the lower em- 
brasures, about five feet above tide, although a backing of sand 
remained in the shape of a parapet, with a thin crest in places 
only fifteen or twxnty feet high. The duration of the three 
principal and eight minor bombardments was altogether one 
hundred and fiftv-seven davs and one hundred and sixteen 
nights. But for a period of one hundred and twenty-three 
additional days and nights the fort may be said to have been 
under fire, though it was irregular. A determined and oftien 
destructive fire would be opened upon the wharf after dark, 
when it was suspected that the l)oats were arriving from the city; 
so hazardous was the communication. The total length of time 
that Fort Sumter was actually under fire between the 7th of 
April, 1863, and the 17th of February, 1865, when it was 
evacuated, was two hundred and eighty days, there having been 
three months in 1863 and two in 1865 when there was no firing 
upon the fort. The casualties in all that time were 319. Deduct 
the casualties of the accident when the magazine was exploded 
on the 11th of December, 1863, and the total, reduced to 267, 
appears very modemte indeed, considering the period of time, 
the weight of metal thrown, and the sometimes crowded state 
of the fort. The troops of the garrison proper were kept mostly 
in quarters, but suffered occasionally there, and constantly when 
exposed on guard-duty at night. The working force of the en- 
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gineers, oontfiating of n^roeB and a gang of white nwriiaiiiffl 
who were detailed aoldieniy was ezposedi repairing ikaoaagm 
under fire^ more constantly than the ganiaoni and it mdSettd 
in proportion. 

(7.) The meritB and demerits of the attadc shoald be anin- 
marizedy as should be also those of the defmae; The merilB of 
tlie attack will vary considerably as viewed from F<»t'8iiiiilfr in 
the one case, and from Charleston harbor in the otfier« Thgj 
will vary, again, as regarded from the land or water, the part 
taken by the army or the navy. It is difficalt to treat dus tope 
briefly. Let it sufBoe that Major-General Oillmore moat liave 
had for his object in the descent on Morris Island either the cap- 
ture of Fort Sumter alone or of the fort with the harbor and city 
together. Giving him full credit for demolishing the fort in one 
week's bombanlment, the question remains, Why were 2400 men 
killed and wounded from his command on Morris Island without 
any military necessity at all, so &r as Sumter waa concerned? 
His main loss was in connection with Battery Winner, a worik 
practically of no value to Fort Sumter aft^ breadiing-batteries 
were established by him capable of demolishing Fort Sumter 
over the head of Wagner — ^the citadel over the head of the 
advanced work — as thev roadilv did a fortnight before the 
evacuation of Wagner. Nor could that sacrifice of men be 
explained by any advantage to be gained with r^ard to the 
city and harbor. The siege of Wagner and the demolition of 
Fort Sumter had their little circumscribed theatre of war on 
Morris Island, a cul-de-mCy within which the Union troops shut 
themselves, and into which a superior strategy would never have 
taken them except for diversion. There was skill of the highest 
kind exhibited in the breaching of Fort Sumter and in the slow 
siege of Battery Wagner, but it had as little to doAvith the cap- 
ture of Sumter and Charleston as the blackboard demonstration 
of a problem by a cadet at West Point. 

Nor had it anything to do with the effectiveness of the block- 
ade, as is advanced by General Gill more (OperationSy note on 
page 66), but inconsistcntlv so, by his own admission that prior 
to the evacuation of Fort Wagner the ships of the fleet could 
pass and repass that fort without any serious molestation by 
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day, and could certainly station themselves along the whole 
channel by night. (0/>^/'rt/i07w, note on page 65. "A glance at 
the chart will show." See also pages 42, 43.) Nor " to save val- 
uable time '^ (page 43), inasmuch as the sites of these breaching- 
batteries had been two weeks in possession of the Union force 
before the general determined to use them. Had ground l)een 
broken there on July 1 1th, the day after the descent on Morris 
Island, the demolition of Sumter would have been accomplished 
two weeks earlier than it was. 

Much nearer to a solution came the well-aimed but badly- 
executeil attack by Major-Greneral Foster on Fort Johnson in 
the following year. 

The neglect of both the army and the navy commanders to 
stop the communication between Cumming's Point and Charles- 
ton was something graver than an oversight ; it was a })erpetuated 
blunder. The thing could have been done : its possibility was 
almost demonstrated by the general, and it could have been easily 
made i)racticable by the rear-admiral. The former saw its 
importance and fraiuently urged it upon the latter, but it was 
never done. (Aj>|x?ndix, page xcii). The immense advantages 
possessed by the Union fleet over the naval force and transporta- 
tion of the harlK)r could have been turned to account one week 
after the descent on Morris Island, and its Confederate garrison 
c(>uld have been starvetl into capitulation. Two flotillas, one 
worked every night from Vincent's Creek, the other from the 
fleet lying off Morris Island co-operating with it, could have 
settled the possession of Cumming's Point without the bloody 
repulses before Wagner, without the long delay of the siege, 
and with the ^lat of a captured garrison. 

The naval operations before Charleston were of the highest 
value to those conducted by land. General Gillmore, while 
fighting his way on Morris Island, is found to be very often en- 
tirely dependent, by his own despatches, on Rear-Admiral Dahl- 
gren for support, relief, and success. If estimated by the ex- 
penditure of ammunition, the greater part of the naval service 
was connected with the occupation of Morris Island by the 
army — a rather unprofitable undertaking. A small part only 
of its power was directed upon Fort Sumter and Sullivan's 
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Iflland. The firing ol April 7, 1863^ was at too loi^ nu^ 
to be a thoHN^ tut Tbe oomquDdenoe of BoamAidmiial 
DnPont with die Navy Department and of Baar-Adminl Tlbhl, 
gren with Major-General GiUmoie (to be fimnd in tbe Appen- 
dix) will satisfy the reader that while the latter wm oontumUr 
nnder obligation to die former, better work and l*Hlfr fishtioff 
were done by the Union navy with inferior ifOD-daib on the 
rivers of the West than before the defenses of CSiatleaton har- 
bor. And yet so much more ooald have been done mg^lmit Fori 
Sumter directly by the armored vessels coming in bjr niglit ^nd 
wearing a¥ray its walls and the spirit of its garrison hw alow' 
persistent firing than was done on only two oocaaionB^ that Gen* 
eral Beaur^ard has given it as his deliberate opinioa tint in 
this way alone the fort might at an eariy date have been *l'^tmjnsJ 
and captured. (See note. Chapter IV.^ ppge 77.) This had 
nothing to do with passing into the inner harbcHr : the ofaetmo- 
tions and torpedoes, it has been seen, deterred fiom that. It is 
apparent, under all the drcumstances, that die Union navy was 
more distinguished for its co-<q)erative service with the army 
before Charleston than for any adiievement of its own in this 
quarter.* 

(8.) The merits and demerits of the defense require perhaps 
a less partial witness than the writer. Nevertheless, it should 
be conc^ed that the artillery practice of the forts and batteries 
was equal to the finest ever known. Mr. Swinton, the historian, 
an eye-witness of the action of 7th of April, 1863, from his 
station on boani the flagship has lefl his testimony (see page 61), 
and many naval officers have reported the same. The powder 
used in this a(^tion was of the superior quality manu&ctured by 

' The effectiveiiefis of the purely naval attack on the forta at Port Roral 
Entrance, South Carolina, in October, 1861, compared with the Bcant results 
before ('harleston in the years which followed, can only be accounted for by the 
inferiority of the fortifications at Port Royal — guns crowded together en bar" 
bettCf without traverses, according to old methods— and by the moral eflect of 
obstructions at Charleston. The Confederate engineers learned, by oostlj 
experience at Port Royal and elsewhere in the first year of the war, how to 
build sea-coast batteries. Rear-Admiral DuPont brought to Charleston heavier 
guns and stronger vessels, by far, than l^e had taken to Port Royal. The C6ii- 
federates had no heavier guns to oppose him, though they did have more of 
thenii than at Port Royal, and chiefly within works of better oonstructioo. 
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Colonel G. W. Rains at the Augusta works, and it would have 
done better still with guns and missiles more nearly equal to 
those of the attac^k. Against XV-inch and Xl-inch smooth- 
bores and 8-inch and 10-inch rifles the Confederate artillerists 
could fight with nothing heavier than 10-inch smoothbores and 
7-inch rifles. When all the risks of moving and shipping 
powder and loaded shells, sometimes necessarily under fire, and 
all the fatigues of the arduous service of the troops both at 
Battery Wagner and Fort Sumter, are considered ; when the 
vigilance and readiness of the garrisons to repel assault are 
renienilx^red ; when the repulses which followed two assaults at 
Wagner, one at Sumter, and one at Gregg, are borne in mind ; 
when the difficult but successful evacuation of Morris Island 
and the heavy naval attack on Sullivan's Island are fully esti- 
mated, — the qualities of Confederate officers and soldiery are 
seen to have been at their best in the defense of Charleston. 
The inventive genius also showed itself in the daring essays 
of torpedo-warfare ; the patient and cunning labor of the spoil- 
ers of the wrecked Keokuk deser\^e8 all honor ; the skill and 
nerve of those who dug out, threw down, and took away by 
night from Fort Sumter the heavy guns on which the defense 
of the city was again to depend, prove bold enterprise, if any- 
where, to have been displayed around Charleston harbor ; while, 
from the narrative as a whole, it must be concluded that the de- 
fense of Fort Sumter owed more to foresight and timely prep- 
aration than to any "burrowing in the ruins" after the ruins 
were made. 

There appears to have been some neglect of opportunity at 
Bat terj*^ Wagner when the mortars were so feebly plied from that 
post upon the besiegers (p. 154). Major-General Gillmore puts 
his finger upon this omission (OpercUions, pages 128, 129),^ and 
complaint was made of it during the siege by two or three of 
the commanders of the fort. The scarcity of ammunition and 
the unsuccessful applications of the commanding general for 
the right kind of mortars (ooehorns) have been given as rea- 
sons why the firing was not more vigorous. 

^ See General Beauregard's reply to General Gillmore in North American 
Rcmnr, July, 1886. 
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The lofis of Morris Island may be dunged aiooBg the de- 
merits of the defense, since it so af^ieaied to the Cbaftdetate 
Seeretaiy of War and to Brigadier-General Biplejr. But a fiur 
examination of the statements made by Geofsal Beanregnd 
and Brigadier-General Ripley will serve to explain, if not 
excuse, the loss. The enforced reduction of labor^ and tnx^ 
against General Beauregard's urgent aj^ieals; his matare and 
scientific opinion as to the superior claim of James Island to be 
defended, if neccs8ary, at the expense of Morris Island ; and 
Brigadier-General Ripley's admissions in answer to his oom- 
mander's cat^orical questions, — all taken together prove that 
some sacrifice was made necessary in the defense of Charlestao 
harbor. The teraporaiy demolition of Fort Sumter and the 
permanent evacuation of Morris Island were the aaorifioea : as 
to the shelling of the city of Charleston, that was a gaine not 
paid for by the cannon expended in doing it. Bat while the 
Confederate sacrifice was one of position and ground, with no 
great loss, the Union sacrifice was conspicuously one of human 
lives, without any gain of position commensurate with that loss. 
(See further " The Strategic Value of Morris Island," Aj^)en-> 
dix E, and the chief engineer's report of January 14, 1864, 
Ap})en(lix F, page Ixxiv.) 

(9.) Three most critical periods in the defense of Fort Sum- 
ter deserve to be recjillcd : 

(a) Tlie beijinnmg of September^ 1863, when the fort was de- 
prived of all offensive power as an artillery post, and the ques- 
tion of holdinji: it or abandoning it was directly to be met. At 
this crisis nothing but the decision of Greneral Beauregard, 
endorsing the opinion of Colonel Gilmer and Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Harris, chief engineers, and opposing the opinion of other 
officers in the case, prolongixl the defense of Fort Sumter. 

(6) T7ie middle of December, 1863, when the results of the 
explosion of the magazine and the burning out of the quarters, 

' "The only labor nvailable for the works on the flouth end of Morris Isl- 
and y!x\» the details of soldiers from Colonel Graham's regiment — smy of 100 
to 150 men daily— which Captain Cheves reported were 80 steadily employed 
as to projiidice their drill and other camp duties.'' (Colond HarrU^ Ckid Et^ 

gincci^i Report.) 
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beiug the entire liue of lower casemates on the western front, 
were so serious as to im|)eril the further holding of the fort. 
At this crisis nothing but the advantage of having no annoy- 
ance from the enemy's guns for two weeks saved the* garrison 
from two evils that might have been fatal — viz. disease among 
those who could find some crowded shelter, and death among 
the nmiainder who could find no shelter at all. 

(c) The months of July aiul August, 1864,, when the fort was 
snl)jected to the third principal bombardment, the most pro- 
longed of the three bombardments of that class. At this period 
the thin crest of the sea-front was worn awav to its weakest 
condition. A direct fire upon it from the fleet, supplementing 
the slant fire from the batteries of Morris Island and steadily 
sustaineil for a week, would have uncovered the whole parade. 
But the actual damages of this long bombardment proceeded 
entirely from the land guns, and were inflicted upon other 
parts of the fort, where they were duly repaired. This left 
no time for repairing the sea-face, if that had been likewise 
damaged. It escaped injury by the oversight of the enemy, 
and in consequence the defense was prolonged. 

(10.) A statement of the resistance and defense of Fort Sum- 
ter, as (compared with other forts in the Confederate States and 
elsewhere, deserves to be considered : 

Port Royal, South Carolina, November 7, 1861, — Two 
earthwork forts, mounting 43 guns, among which were none 
heavier than two 10-inch and three 8-inch smoothboi-es, were 
silenced and evacuated after four hours' firing by the Union fleet 
of 17 sail, carrying about 200 gims, IX-, X-, Xl-inch smooth- 
l)ores, with some 15-, 20-, and 30-pounder Parrot rifles ; range 
during action, 800 to 600 yards. 

Fort Pulaski, Savannah River, Georgia, April 10-11, 
1862, — A casemaled brick fort, of the same period as Fort 
Sumter and ver}' like it, except in having only one tier of 
casemates ; garrisoned with 385 men ; armed with five 10-inch 
and nine 8-inch smoothbore cohimbiads, three 42-pounders, 
twenty 32-pounders, two 24-pounders (Blakely), and five mor- 
tars, making a total of 39 guns and 5 mortars. Union bat- 
teries on land, with average range of 1700 yards, mounting five 
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rifle ouuion of James's make (84-, C4-^ and iB -jfummi aai^ wilfa 
five Furntt rifleB (SO-poundefaX mi tan iw li m i lamla of 8- nd 
lO-inch ; a total of 90 gnns and 16 mortanL After s Imnifaaid* 
ment of a dav and a half; total ahoto liied fiS7fi^ with n faradi- 
ing cannonade of nine and a lialf hoon^ tlm toH aiiimndiiul, 
ite mi^zine beii^ in immediate dagger. R g vi o us breadiiiig 
bad been confined to 500, 700, and 1000 yards : tliiaivw done 
at 1700 yards. • 

Fort McAllister, Ogeeekee Bmr, Georyia^ JUarofc J, 186S. 
— ^Tbis well-built earthwork, monntiiig eq^ gnna^ of which 
one 10-ineh and one 8-incli, smooChboiea^ were the heaviest, 
was engaged for eight hours by three monitara oanying 
XV-inc-h, Xl-indi (smoothbore), and 8-inch riflea (txitel six 
gi\n»), firing about 200 rounds at rai^ of 140O to 1900 
yards. The results were, one monitor's *'deck badly injored" 
ami 34 hits received. The fort suffined '* no matarud danu^ 
nor any that could not be repaired in one night" One gnn 
disabled. 

Fort Sumter, Charlegion Hcarbor^ AprU 7, ISeS^EAnmy 
I'^j 1865. — A casemated brick fort, moonting 80 guns, the 
heaviest Ix'ing four 10-inch smoothbores, two 9-inch, eight 8- 
iiK'h .snioothlxjres, and two 7-ineh rifles, garrisoned by 660 men, 
was attacked April 7, 18(>3, hv iron-clad squadron of 9 vessels, 
rarrving: 32 guns, XV-, Xl-inch smoothbore, and 8-inch rifles. 
SupjKirteil by other works, the fort repulsed the squadron in 
a<*ti(in of two and a half hours, disabling four and sinking one 
of the vessels. Only 37 puns of its armament were fired against 
23 gtms of the squadron, the fort firing 831 times, the vessels 
139 times. The sea-wall of the fort was penetrated entirely in 
two places, but repaired with backing over night: other injuries 
slight. The attack was not reneweil. 

August 17-24, 1863, breach ing-batteries on land, out of readi 
of the fort's guns, demolish, and by September 1st silence, it. 
The guns used for breaching were Parrott rifles, 100-, 200-, and 
300-jH)unders, and did their work in one week at the unpre- 
ce<lented range of fn)m 3400 to 4300 yards, firing percussion 
sIk'IIs and bolts. 

On September 8, 1863, the surrender of the fort was demanded 
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and refused. That night the fort repulsed a naval assault, taking 
115 prisoners and four barges. 

Sul)sequently, while enduring two greater and eight minor 
lx>nihanlment«, and suffering the injuries of an exploded mag- 
azine with a disastrous burning of quarters, the fort was grad- 
ually transformed into a shapely and jwwerful earthwork, armcnl 
with five heavy guns in cusemat^s and thoroughly protected 
against assault. It continued to be held until the whole coast 
was ahandoncnl bv fhe Confederates near the close of the war, 
anil so it was never surrendered. 

GENERAL SUMMARY, FORT SUMTER. 

1803-1865. 

Total mini her of projectiles fired ap^ninst it 46.058 

Total weijjht in tons of metal thrown a^inat it (e8timate) . 3,'>00 

Total mimher of daysjmder greater lK>mhar(lment8 117 

Total numher of davH under min(»r iMHuhanlments 40 

Total nnnil)er of days under fire, Hteady and desultory 2S0. 

ToUil numher of casualties (52 killeil. 267 wounded) 319 

GENERAL SUMMARY, BA'ITERY WACJNER. 

Totid numl)er of projectiles fired against it 18,491 

Total weight in tons of metal thrown against it (estimate) 1,416 

Duration of siege (dsiys) 58 

Total numher of casualties ( July-SeptemlH?r) 318 

This loss is not inclusive of that in the two assaults and the landing on 
Morris Island. 

FoRT MoRCiAN, Mobile Bat/, Alahmiiay Aiif/ust 5-2^3, ISd^, — 
A hirge brick fort with a stronj^ wator-hattery and sonu» out- 
works, the whole armed with 47 guns, among whi<'h were <»levon 
l()-in(;h and three 8-in<Ji sm(K)thbores, and eleven 8-, (>-, an<l 
5-ineh rifle cannon ; garrison, 500 men (an armament much 
more |H)werful than Fort Sumter's). In the naval attack of 
August 5th, made hy 4 monitors and 14»wooden shijv^, <»aiTving 
158 guns, XV-, XI-, and IX -inch smoothl)ores and 8- and G- 
inch rifles, the fort fired 491 pnyec^iles, lx»ing assisted hy the 
iron-<;lad mm Tennessee and three wooden gunl>oats, carrying 1*2 
heavy guns (7-inoh and 6-iiich rifles). The flwt forccnl the pas- 
sage into the bay with some loss. On August 8th a summons 

18 
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to surreuder was recseived and refused. The Union anny then 
combined with the navy, establishing land-batteries on the rear 
at short range (12 guns and 16 mortars), and the two fixroes 
bombarded the fort from all sides, day and nighty for twenty- 
four hours, August 22d-23d. The walls wcm nearly breached. 
All heavy guns save two were disabled. The Ibrt was set un 
fire twice and the garrison much exhausted, fio that explosion 
of the magazine was threatened. Surrender was made on August 
23d (the nineteenth day). The guns were protected by traverses, 
but there appears to have been scant bombproof protection for 
the garrison. 

Fort Fisher, Qipe Fear ErUraruXy North OaroUna, Jam^ry 
13-15 y 1865. — A fortification of sand, not an enclosed work, but 
of extensive trace and massive proportions. Of two prtncdpal 
fronts, that on the land side was 500 yards long and mounted 
17 guns ; that on the sea side was nearly 1600 yards long and 
mounted 20 guns. The latter were the heaviest, beiii^ right 
10-inch and four 8-inch smoothbores, one lO-inch rifle, three 
8-inch, one 7-incli, and tlirce 6-inch rifles. The Union fleets 
numbering 55 vessels of war, among them being five iron-dads, 
was the mont powerful naval force ever assembledy as it carried 600 
guns of the heaviest calibre then in use. A division of the 
army accompanied it in tninsports for purposes of co-operation. 
At the end of two days' (about twenty-eight hours*) bombard- 
ment the works were assaulted by two a)lumns, one from the 
navy on the sea-face, the other from the army on the land-face. 
The former was repulsed ; the latter after nearly five hours' hard 
fighting, nuich of it hand to hand and assisted by the heavy 
shelling from the fleet, was succ^essful at ten o'clock on the night 
of January 15, 1865. The fire of snoh a fleet had the effect of 
driving the garrison finally under shelter of the bombproofs ; 
but, though one-half of the guns had been rendered unservice- 
able, the works were pronoiuieed of al)out the same strength as 
before the Iwmbardnient (report of Lieutenant-Colonel Com- 
stock, U. S. Engineers) ; while the comment of the rear-admiral 
commanding, in his report to Washington, is here extracted : 
" I was in Fort MalakofF a few davs after it surrendered to the 
French and English. The combined armies of the two nations 
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were many months capturing that stronghold, and it won't com- 
pare, either in size or strength, with Fort Fisher." 

The brave defenders of Fort Fisher needed only a timely 
reinforcement of fresh troops to have repulsed the assault. They 
had reason to expect it, but it never came. They were com- 
manded by Major-Geneml W. H. C. Whiting, who had also 
directed the entire construction of the works. He <lied of 
wounds received in the defense. (The above account relat<'s 
only to the second bombardment, the first, which was about 
three weeks before, having been a failure.) 

From the annals of European wars the following notes are 
gathereil in further Jllustration of the history of defense : 

On Octol)er 17, 1854, the allied fleet off* Sebastopol attacked 
the forts in two grand divisions, the French attacking the forts 
on the south side of the entrance to the harbor, the English those 
on the nortli. The two fleets were engaged four hours. The 
French fleet, carrying about 600 guns, but fighting one-half, was 
opposed by three Russian forts fighting, altogether, but 73 guns, 
at the long range of from 1600 to 1800 yards. The English 
fleet, carrying about 500 guns (none heavier than 68-pounders), 
engaged Russian forts and batteries fighting 80 guns, at from 800 
to 1200 yards. Thus the allied guns, a total of 1100, advanced 
to attack 163 of the Russian guns, being nearly eight to one, 
but the result was that they did little or no harm to the forts as 
regards damaging casemates. Two of the English ships were 
disabled and two others heavily punished. Kinglake, the his- 
torian, writes : " If this was the heaviest sea-cannonade that up 
to that time had been known, it was also, in pn)portion to its 
greatness, the most harmless." The casualties of the Allies were 
four times as great as those of the Russians, and the result, 
altogether, was a discouragement for the former. 

Although Fort Sumter could hardly be said to have been be- 
sieged, the defense of Strasburg in 1870 is of interest in relation 
to it. The siege lasted fifty days, the bombanlmeut not more 
than thirty-one days. These figures correspond rather singu- 
larly with those of the siege of Fort Wagner on Morris Islai.v]. 
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The fortress was surrendered to the Germaas September 27, 1870. 
The Frencl) loss was about 2800 ; the Germaii| about 800. In 
the case of Fort Wagner the proportion was reversed ; the be- 
siegers lost upward of 2400, the besieged only 500 men. The 
German loss was but one-fiftieth of their entire foroe ; the Union 
loss was nearly one-thinl of their entire force. The French loss 
was about one-sixth of their garrison ; tlie Confederate loss was 
more than a third of theirs. 



From a due consideration of the many fiicts whicdii have been 
summarized under the foregoing heads, it is hoped that all minds 
will be enabled to form a true estimate of the Confederate defense 
of Charleston harbor. After all, the. verdict of posterity will be 
the surest. It may not yet be full time for mature opinion, but 
aln^ady the passions of the combatants have cooled and their 
judgment of one another is becoming yearly more just and more 
gonen>us. The North has impressed the South with respect for 
the national idea — ^a motive new and strange to the latter, but 
destined in the pmvidence of God to lead both sections, united 
in one groat piH)ple, to higher and grander achievements as tlie 
yoai's roll on. In that |KTi(Kl of national greatness it may hap|x^n 
tluit due credit will yet ho given to the formative and conserva- 
tive value of Southern ])rineiples, as old as the foundation of 
the Union itself. 

The ()ne(» f onfinlenite States will never, for their i>art, let the 
record of Charleston harhor l)e lost from the volume of their 
eoninion history, while South C^arolina will surely lie jnstiiio«l 
for the sentiments with which Imt children to remotest geneni- 
rions will regjinl the conduct of this defenses Through all the 
State's experience's, from (^)Ionial days to the present time, it 
may Ik^ s(hmi that her difficulty has iK'en made her opportunity. 
TIk^ story of this detennine<1 resistance will but emphiv^ize the 
lesson. It did not en<l in triumph, but it hits left l>ehind a slot- 
ting glory as of the western skies, a blazonry of heroism where 
gold and j)urpl<' serve to tell of valor and endurance, an<l the 
crimson hue is emblem of sol f-siicri lice in a cause Iwlieved to be 
just. 




It JOHN JOHNSON (Confedco 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS IN THE DEFENSE OF CHARLESTON, 

SOUTH CAROLINA. 

1861. 

January 9. The tnuisport-steamer Star of the West, carry- 
injz: troops and stores to relieve the garrison of Fort Sum- 
ter, was stoppcnl and turned back by the firing of a small 
battcTv on Morris Island, manned by the cadets of the 
South Carolina Military Academy, under command of 
Major P. F. Stevens. 

March 3. Brigadier-Grcneral G. T. Beauregard assumes com- 
mand in Charleston. 

April 12-14. Bombardment of Fort Sumter, with surrender 
of the post by Major Robert Anderson, commanding, to 
tlie Confederate troops under Brigadier-Grcneral Beaure- 
gaixl. 

May 11. Blockade of harbor begun by steam-frigate Ni- 
a»]^ara. 

August 21. Brigadier-General R. S. Ripley assigned to com- 
mand of Department of South Carolina. 

October 12. Messrs. Mason and Slidell run the blockade, 
escjiping to Cuba. 

October 26. Confederate steamer Nashville escapes from the 
harbor. 

November 5. General R. E. Lee assigned to command De- 
]>artment of South Carolina, GrtH>rgia, and East Florida. 

XovomlxT 7. Bombardment and capture of the forts at Port 
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Royal Entrance by Union fleet of seventeen sail nnder 
Flag-Offiocr S. F. DuPont ConfederateSi under Brigadier- 
General T. F. Drayton, effect retreat to the mainland. 

November 8. General I^ee assumes command of departm^tit 

>^oveniber 16. Captain Duncan N. Ingraham assigned to daty 
an flag-officer naval forces in Charleston harbor. 

Dec*eniber 17. Capture of Confederate picket-guard (6) on 
Chisliolni'd Island, Coosaw River. Evacuaticm of Bock- 
ville, Wadmalaw Island. 

Diwnil)er 20. The first "Stone Fleet" sunk by the Federals 
on the bar of Charleston, off Maffitt's Channel. 

1862. 

Januarj' 1. Engagements at Page's Point, Port Royal Ferry, 
Coosaw River, lietween land and naval forces. 

January 20. St^cond " Stone Fleet " sunk on Charleston bar. 

January 22-25. ExiHxlition to Edisto Island under Colonel P. 
F. Stevens, Holcombe Legion. 

February 10. Skirmish on Barnwell Island. 

February 11. Edisto Island partly occupied by Union forces. 

MaHi 3. General I^eo called to Richmond, Va. 

Mart'h 14. Major-Genoral J. C. Pemberton assumes command 
of tlio ConftKlorate troops of the Department of South Car- 
olina and Georgia. 

March 15. Major-General D. Hunter assigned to command of 
Union forces in Department of the South. 

March 10-24. Reconnoissauce on May Riv^er, S. C. 

March 20-24. Operations near Blufilon, S. C. 

March 29. Affiiir on P^listo Island. Major F. G. Palmer of 
IIolcomlK* legion, with Major A. C. Grarlington, captures 
19 of tlie Union force. 

April o. Complete occnpation of Eilisto Island by Union forces. 

April 14. Reconnoissance of Seahrook's Island by Union forces 
covered by a gunboat. 

Ajml 19. Skirmish on Edisto Island. 

April 29. Engagements at Pinel)err>% Willtown, and White 
Point, l)etween Union gunboats and land forces. 

May 5. Martial law proclaimed in Charleston. 
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May 12. Disarmament of Cole's Island. 

Mav 13. Abduction of steamer Planter from the wharf at 
Charleston. 

May 20-21. Federal gunboats occupy the Stono above Cole's 
Island and Battery Island, shelling them, and capturing a 
picket-guard on the latter. 

May 25. Floating battery, Captain F. N. Bonneau, stationed 
near Dixon's Island, engaged and drove off a gunboat in 
Stono. 

]\Iay 26. Brigadier-Grcneral R. S. Ripley transferred to Vir- 
ginia. 

May 29. Demonstration of Union troops, imder Colonel B. C. 
Christ, being a full regiment, with artillery, on the Charles- 
ton and Savannah Railroad; met near Pocotaligo and pre- 
vented from striking the railroad by a small Confederate 
force (186 cavalry) under Colonel W. S. Walker, after a 
skirmish of two hours : Union loss, 1 1 ; Confederate, 9. 

June 2. Gunboat in Folly River shelled Lcgar^'s Point and 
Seccssionville, head-quarters of Brigadier-Greneral S. R. 
Gist, commanding James Island. Fire returned by Con- 
federate batteries. Enemy landed in force and drove in 
pickets from southern extremity of James Island. Union 
force under Brigadier-General I. I. Stevens. 

June 3. Skirmish at Sol. Legare's place below Seccssionville, 
James Island. Three guns of Confederate light battery 
mired and captured ; 22 Union prisoners made by a charge 
under Lieutenant-Colonel E. Caj)ers. The movement, a 
reoonnoissancc in force made by a brigade supported by 
gunboats in Stono, was thwarted. 

June 6. Brigadier-General William Duncan Smith assumed 
command of James Island. 

June 7. Skirmish on John's Island. 

June 8. Skirmish with rifle-pits in advance at Seoessionyille. 
Capture of a small Confederate picket. Union force re- 
tired under fire of field-gun and floating battery. 

June 10. Confederates reconnoitre in force on James Island, 
with loss to Forty-seventh Georgia volunteers of 60 to 
70 men. 



i 



iv APPENDIX. 

Jiiue 14-15. Skirmishing continued. Fire abo opened upon 
the post of Seoeasionville by a batteiy of Panott guns ill 
advance of the Union position. Brigadier-General N. G. 
Evans assumes command of James Island. 

June 16. Battle of Secession ville. Union troops under Br^a- 
(Tier-General H. W. Benham, commanding three diviffions^ 
to the number of 7000 men ; one division aasaalted the 
work, garrisoned by 750 men, under command of Colonel 
T. G. Lamar, and met with a disastrous repulse, losing 
nearly 700 men ; Confederate loss, 204, of whidi 32 were 
in the advance movement under Brigadier-G^eral Ebgood. 

J uno 21 . Engagement at Simmons's Bluff; two gunboats shell- 
in ir rifle-pits and light battery (Marion). 

Jnno 25-27. Union gunboats in South Santee; skirmish at 
Blake's place. 

July 4-7. Union troops evacuate James Island. 

August 19. Martial law in Charleston suspended. 

August 21. Boat-expedition under Captain Stephen Elliott of 
Beaufort Artillery and Captain J. H. Mickler, Eleventli 
South Carolina volunteers, captured a company of the 
Thinl New Hampshire regiment, picketing on Pinckney 
Island . 

Soptcinber 24. Majur-(jeneral Perabcrton superseded by Gene- 
ral Beauregard. 

September 30. Hxpedition of Union force against Blufilon. 

OctoIxT IG. Jirij^^adier-General R. S. Ripley resumes command 
of Fii-st Military Distriet, South Carolina. 

OctolxT 22-23. Second action, Fmmpton Place, near Pixx>tal- 
igo. A Union force of 4500 men, under Brigadier-Gen- 
eral J. M. Brannan, su|)j)orteil by gunboats on the tribu- 
taries of Broad River, advanced with skirmishing from 
Mackav's Point toward Old Pocotaliffo. Here thev were 
met and driven back to their gunboats by Brigadier-Gen- 
eral W. S. Walker. Union loss, 340; Confederate loss, 
163. Near Coosawhatchie the railroad was stnick by the 
enemy, hut with trifling damage, and his force was pressed 
back by Colonel C. J. Colcock, commanding cavalry. 
The iron-clad rams Palmetto State and Chicora were at 
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the end of this year completed and put on duty in Charles- 
• ton harbor, each mounting four guns. 

1863. 

.Ian nary 30. Capture of Feileral steamer Isaac Smith (eleven 
jj^uns) in Stono River by combination of light artillery and 
infantry in ambuscade, but without i)araj)ets, on James and 
John\>< Islands, the expedition Ixung under (X)nimand of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Joseph A. Yates, First South Carolina 
Artillery. Prisoners, 11 officers and 108 men, among whom 
were 24 wisualties. 

Jainiaiy 31. Attack before daylight on blockading scpiadron, 
off tlie Cliarleston bar, by Flag-Officer D. N. Ingraham, 
commanding the iron-clad gunboats Chi(^)ra and Palmetto 
State. Two of the blockaders were temporarily disable<l — 
("asualtics 47 — and surrendered, but after\vanl escaped in 
the darkness. The Union ships were driven off during 
several hours from four to five miles outside the bar, but 
no niising of the blockade occurred. 

February 1. Skirmish on Bull's Island between a small Ixxly 
of (\)nf('derate tr(K)i)s (50), commanded by Captain Charles 
T. Haskell, Jr., First South Carolina (rc»gular) Infantry, 
and a force of twice the number from the bl(K»kading gun- 
l)oat Flamln^au. 

r^ bruarv 13. Three steamers with cotton run the blockade, and 
one enters from Nassau on this night. 

February 21. GunlH)at Flambeau bearing flag of truce fired 
on from Fort Moultrie. 

February 25. Capture of a Confederate lieutenant and six men 
on the wreck of a blockade-runner at North Santec En- 
trance. 

March 7. Fortification of southern end of Morris Island begun 
bv the Confederates. 

March 12. Dash across Skull Crcvk, Broad River, by Con- 
ftnlerates, capturing an officer and some men of the Signal 
Corps. 

March 28. Occupation of Cole's and Folly Islands by Union 
forces under Major-General D. Hunter. 
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April 7. Attack on Fort Sumter by Bear^Admiral DaP(»i^ 
commanding the iron-dad squadron of nine vessels ; en- 
gagement lasted two hours and thirty minutes, but five out 
of the eight vessels in action were disabled in from fbrly- 
five to sixty minutes ; one sank i^xt morning. The fort, 
with garrison of 550 men, commanded by Colonel Rhett, 
First South Carolina Artillery, was seriously danuged in 
a few places, but made ready to renew the fi^t next day. 
The casualties on both sides were slight : Union, 23 ; Con- 
federiate, 6. 

April 9. Destruction of the armed steamer George Washii^ 
ton in Coosaw River by Confederate light batteries. 

April 10-11. Night scouting-expedition to Folly Island, with 
capture of a picket by Confederates, the island under com- 
mand of Brigadier-General I. Vogdes. 

April 27. Schooner burnt by Union expedition to Murray's 
Inlet. 

May 4. Expedition by Union gunboats to Murray's Inlet: 
Union casualties, 4. 

May 10. Unsuccessful expedition with Confederate spaivftor- 
I>edo boats against monitors in North Edisto. 

May 31. Union rec^onnoissjuice of James Island by small land 
force, supported by fijiui boats in Stono. 

June 7-8. Night scoutin<i:-expwlition to Long Island in front 
of Secessionville ; Lieutenant Samuel Dibble, Twenty-fifth 
South Carolina volunteers, taken prisoner by the Union 
picket. 

June 11-12. The wrcKjk of bhx^kade-runner Ruby shelled by 
light guns on Folly Island ; replied to by Captain J. C. 
Mitchel, conuiianding works at south end of Morris Island. 

June 12. Major-G<*ncraI Hunter relieved by Brigadier-Gene- 
ral Gillmore in command of Department of the South. 

July 6. Rear- Admiral DuPoiit relieved of command of the 
South Atlantic Bloc»kading Squadron by Rear-Admiral 
Dahlgren. 

July 8-9. Night scouting-expedition to Folly Island, from 
Morris Island, by Captain C. T. Haskell, discovering flo- 
tilla moored and ready for crossing. 
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July 10. Demonstrations on James Island and the Charleston 
and Savannah Railroad. Descent on Morris Island by 
Union troops (3000) and capture of works at the south- 
ern end; four monitors assivSting largely in the attack. 
Confederate loss, 294; Union, 106. 

July 11. Assault of Battery Wagner by Union troops under 
Brigadier-General Strong, met and repulsed by garrison 
under Colonel Graham. Confederate loss, 12 ; Union 
loss, 339. Four monitors engaged Wagner for several 
hours after the assault. 

July 13. Union working-parties on first parallel, 1350 yards, 
in front of Wagner, shelled by guns and mortars of Bat- 
tery Gregg and Fort Sumter. Construction of flanking 
Confalerate works begun on Shell Point, James Island 
(Battery Simkins). 

July 14-15. Colonel Graham relieved in command of Wagner 
by Brigadier-General Taliaferro. Sally from Battery Wagner 
under Major Rion, Seventh South Carolina battalion, driving 
the enemy's pickets out of their rifle-pits. 

July 15. Brigadier-General Hagood's reconnoissance of Union 
position on James Island. 

July 16. Confederates attack the enemy on James Island, 
obliging them to fall back to the cover of the gunboats 
in Stono : losses small. The Pawnee and Marblehead forced 
to change positions by well-placed field-guns. 

July 17. Union forces, land and naval, withdraw from Stono. 
All (X)mmunication by daylight between Morris Island and 
Charleston intercepted henceforth by Union batteries firing 
upon Cumming's Point. 

July 18. Bombardment of Wagner by the combined forces, land 
and naval, from noon to dusk, with 42 siege- and field-guns 
and mortars, 6 iron-clads and 4 gunboats, carrying 46 guns 
more : in action about 70 guns, throwing heaviest weight 
of metal up to this date of operations : estimated firing, 14 
shots per minute. Brigadier-General Gillmore moved three 
brigades forward to the assault of Wagner : the first and 
second, being engaged, were repulsed with loss of 1500 to 
2000 men. Confederate loss by bombardment and assault 
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was 174 killwl and wounded. The garrison of Wagner 
(l(KM)) conunanded by Brigadier-Greneral W. B. Taliaferro. 

July 19. Flag of truce sent to Wagner from the fleet do(*linetl. 

July 20. (Combined firi» ujwu Wagner resumed: its only 10- 
inch gun dif^niouuted. Fort Siuntcr fired ujion by long- 
nuige 30-jM>undcT rifles from land-lmttery on Morris Iskiiid 
(^^(X) yanls), a few shells doing no damage, but wounding 
a drunnuer-lK)y. This was the first fire received from 
Morris Island. Work of filling up the offiwrs' quarters 
on gorg(* with wet eotton-lwiles laid in sand was begun to- 
day ; also building of new wharf and cutting new 8ally- 
])ort on wc»stern front. 

July 21. Flag of tniee from General Gillmorc to Batten' 
Wagner reeeivcMl by General Hagood, c(mimanding, but 
interrupted by firing from the fleet; resumed on 22d ; new 
w«>rks ereet<"d bv General Gillmore. 

July 23. Brigadier-Genenil Hagootl relieved by Brigailier- 
(Jeneral Taliaferro. Second parallel established — Ji70 yards 
from Wagner. 

July 24. Six iron-clads and four gunboats combine fire with 
l)atteri<»s five honi^s u|>()n Wagner; interrupted by ex- 
cliaiig** (»r prisoners. (\»1(HH'] Harris, chief enginwr, n*iK)rts 
Wa»rner not mat<M'ially iiijunnl. Partial disiirmanicnt of 
Fort Sn inter bejiiii-^ at tliis date, the fort firing slowly 
every <lay and night upon enemy's works in front of 
Wairner. 

July 2'"). Another nuuiitiir joins the squadron, making six 
in(Miitors, together with the New Ironsides. Light Par- 
rott rifles again fircnl upon F(>rt Sumter. The flanking 
batteries of Jann^ Island, together with sharpslKK)ters in 
Wagner, annoy the Union working- parties on Morris 
Island. 

July 28-^31. Heavy combined firing upon Wagner, the New 
Ironsides taking part; the batteries also firing at night; 
General Gillmore const meting works for heavy long-range 
Parrott rifles, intcMidnl to breach Fort Snmtcr ; working 
force there, numbering 32;^, engagetl night and day strength- 
ening the fort. 
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August 1-4. Wagner received a daily fire, chiefly naval, and 
maintained annoying fire of sharpshooters with Whitworth 
rifles and telescopic sights. Construction of the Marsh 
Battery, afterward known as " Swamp Angel," begun by 
General Gillmore. The besiegers reinforced by 3000 
troops. 

August 4-8. Capture of picket in Vincent's Creek by Confed- 
erate navy and army boats. At Fort Sumter mortar plat- 
forms complete<l in the parade for night-firing on Morris 
Island ; the filling of upper and lower rooms of gorge 
(total, seventeen) completed ; construction of traverses and 
merlons on parapet of sea-face and gorge begun ; also build- 
ing up of sandbag work, to reinforce exterior of g<»rgc», 
Ix^gun with material brought from the city. ^Vagner armed 
on sea-face with three heavy guns. Confederate steamer 
Juno, Lieutenant Phil. Porcher commanding, ran down 
and captured a launch with oflicer and 10 men off Fort 
Sumter (night 5th-6th). 

August 8-10. Third parallel opened — 540 yards from Wagner ; 
narrow front for operations increases difficulty. Calcium 
light used to discover Confederate communication at Cum- 
ming's Point. 

August 11. Before daylight Wagner, together with Sumter and 
the James Island batteries, opened so heavily on trenches 
as to stop entirely the working-parties for the first time in 
the siege. Heavy fire on Wagner during day. Calcium 
light again thrown on Cumming's Point prt»vented landing 
of supplies. The James Island lines ordered by Genend 
Beauregard to l)e abandoned in favor of an advanced line 
one half shorter, extending from Secession ville to Dill's 
house on the Stono (Battery Pringle). 

August 12. Fort Sumter receiveil the first firing of heavy 
Parrott rifles, in practice to get the range, as they were 
mounted in the breaching-batteries of Morris Island. 
Effc»ct,s on masonrj' in placid very destructive. Small 
st<»amer Hibl)en, disc^harging at wharf, had her lx)iler 
exj)l()<UHl by a shell. Total firing, 18; total casualties, 11 
wounded. 
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August 13. I^nd and naval practice on Fort Sumter. Total 
firing, 80; total casualties, 1 killed, 2 wounded. 

August 14. Practice of breacliing-batteries as before; 10 shots. 

August 16. Practice of breacliing-batteries as before; 48 shots. 
Engineers' working-force of laborers and mechanics, 350 to 
450, engage^] day and night for six weeks, has converted 
the two faces of Fort Sumter nearest Morris Island into a 
com|)act, uijLssive redan of sand, encased with brick, having 
a height of 40 fet»t and a general thickness of 25 feet, with 
a {>ortion of tlie gorge 35 to 40 feet thick. Upward of 
twenty guns have been removed from the armament since 
July, leaving but thirty-eight for the present service of the 
fort. Garrison numbers 600 officers and men, under Colonel 
Alfred Rhett, commanding. 

August 17. First day of first great bombardment of Fort 
Sumter, first periixl. Total shots discharged at the fort 
from breaching-batteri(« (11 guns) and the fleet, 948; 
total casualties, 1 killed, 18 wounded. Firing suspended 
at nightfall or only desultory. Battery Wagner and Bat- 
tery Gregg under fire also from the batteries (siege) and the 
fleet (7 irou-elads, 7 gunboats). Wagner fought the fleet 
with thri'o guns i\)V more than an hour. Fkret-Captain G. 
W. liodgei-s kilKnl on the W(H*hawken ; Captain J. M. 
Wanipler of the Kngineers killed in Wagner. 

August 1<S. Secc>nd day, heavy firing (14 guns) continued on 
Fort Sumter ; easualtios, 3. Wagner rectMved fire of 3 iron- 
ehuls and 5 gunlxuits, besides the siege-batteries; fri>m the 
New Ironsides in these two days 805 shells disehargetl. 

August 10. Third day, 15 guns from breacliing-batteries fired 
heavily on the f<>rt ; desultory firing during the night; 
casualties, 5. A ppn inches upon Wagner ehe(*ked by shar[>- 
sl looting from the ** ridge " |)ieket-liiie and by flanking bat- 
teries of James Ishuid. The New Ironsides alone shelled 
Wagner this day. 

August 20. Fourth day for Sumter ; three new guns, one 
iKMug a 10-ineh i^irrott riMc (300-pounder), added to the 
breaching-batteries, made a total of 18 guns; range, fmni 
3447 to 4290 yards. Casualties, 3 wounded. 25,000 
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pDUiuls of powder removed by night. Wagner nhelleil by 
New Ironsides and four gunboats. The Marsh Battery, 
designed to fire ui)on the city at 7900 yards, completal 
to-dav. 

August 21. Fifth day for Sumter ; more powder (9700 pnnids) 
removed to-night; easuahies, 6. General Gillraore demands 
the surrender of Fort Sumter, with the immediate evacua- 
tion of Morris Island. Some unavoidable delay ixxjurring, 
fire was opened on the city from the Marsh Battery before 
daylight of the 22d. The "ridge" in front of Wagner 
was assaulted without success. Captain Robert Pringle 
killed at Wagner to-day. 

August 22. Sixth day for Sumter ; only four guns left in ser- 
viceable conditicm ; main flagstaiT falling, colors were flown 
from the crest of the gorge ; a night-attack by five monitors, 
firing al)out 50 shells in the direction of the western maga- 
zine, was serious. The fort replied with two guns, firing 
six shots, l)eing the last fired from its walls. The monitors 
drew a heavy fire on themselves from Fort Moultrie. The 
rear-admiral, desiring to " force the obstructions," " pre- 
pareil" three or four times to do so, but never reached 
them. Casualties, 5 wounded. 

August 23. Seventh day ; the fort soon reduced to one gun 
(Keokuk's) in gocnl condition and two guns partly ser- 
viceable. Work pressed to secure magazine from danger 
of another attack by monitors firing in reverse. Flag- 
staff twice shot away ; more powder shipped ; casualties, 
6 wounded. The fort, breached and demolished by seven 
days' firing (total 6009 rounds), closed the first period of 
the first great Iwmbardment. 

August 24-26. Council of defense held by the chief engineers 
and colonel commanding. The second period opens with 
only one-fourth of the daily rate of firing hitherto received. 
General Gillmore urges upon the rear-admiral the scheme 
of cutting off communications from Morris Island by 
picket-boats off Cumming's Point. Second failure to carry 
the " ridge " in front of Wagner (25th). 

August 27-29. Capture of " the ridge" and pickets of Morris 
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Island by Union charge (26th). Three days of nearly sus- 
pended firing on Sumter. 

August 30. Heavy shelling on Fort Sumter from the breachinf^ 
batteries ; easualties, 5 ; damages caused by the lO-inch rifle 
(3()0-pounder) very severe. Recovery of guns by nigljt 
irom the ruins, and shipment to city by gang under 
Assistant Engineer J. Fraser Mathewes. This niglit 
trans|H)rt-stoanier Sumter, with troops, fired upon in mis- 
take and sunk bv Fort Moultrie. 

August 31. Fort Sumter received only 56 shots. Fort Moultrie 
engaged with four monitors for four hours, suiTering nu 
damage. Major-General J. F. Gilmer announced as second 
in (H)niniand at Charleston. 

SeptemlK»r 1. Mortar-firing on Wagner disables four guns. 
Fort Sumter suffers again from the heavj Pam>tts, 382 
shots, and in the night from the iron-clad squadron, 245 
shots, crumbling the walls and threatening the magazine as 
before ; casualties, 4 : the fort had not a gun to reply. This 
attack «)f th(? iron-clads ends the sei^ond perioil of the first 
great lK>mbardnient. The work of saving guns from the 
ruins and removing them to the inner harlx)r began on the 
ni<i:lit of Au<:;ust 27th, and procecnled Regularly from this 
(lat<» forward. 

Si^'ptciiilKT 2. Desultory fire on Fort Sumter. The sap nj)- 
proachcs within (M<i:hty yards of Wagner. 

ScptcfnlxT "^-A, Wairncr under fire and returning it, assistwlhy 
Cin'^TiX JJ"d the Jafucs l^hmd jxnns. On the night of the 
4th-oth, Major Elliott relieved C(»loiiel Khett in commainl 
of Foil Sufnter. Failure, same night, in plan to assault 
Cuinminir's Point (Battery (jrn^tr^). 

September ."). Slow lire from batttTies an<l New Ironsides on 
Watrner. Tlu* assault on Battery Gregg, Cumming's Point, 
made and re])ulsed on <li(^ niirht of oth-Gth. Hi^d of s;ij) 
o|)p<^site tli(^ diteh of Wairner. 

S(*p<(Mnber O. Xew lroiisid(\s with six monitors and all the 
siejrc^batteries eombine in heavy l>ond)anlment of Wagner. 
Preparations niaih^ for both its assault and its eva<*uatioii. 
Confederate troops un<ler Colonel L. M. Keitt, command- 
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ing, withdrawn successfully from Morris Island l)etwecn 9 
p. M. (6th) and 2 A. M. (7th) after a siege of 58 days. 

September 7. Rear-Admiral Dahlgren demands surrender of 
Fort Sumter. Monitor Weehawken runs aground l)etween 
Sumter and Cummiug^s Point. Other monitors engage 
Fort Moultrie. 

Septeml)er 8. Pn^parations in the fleet all day to assault Sum- 
ter. The same going on ashore under General Gillmorc. 
To cover the Weehawken, 5 monitors and the New Iron- 
sides engage the forts and works of Sullivan's Island, firing 
very heavily for three hours, with no damage to the works, 
this being the severest action hitherto between armored ves- 
sels and fortifications. 

St»pteml)er 9, 1 A. M. The aasault on Fort Sumter by two col- 
umns of boats from the fleet repulsed, with capture of 115 
prisoners, four l)oats, and three colors : 6 killed, 19 woundtnl; 
totid, 124 ; Confe<lerate loss, none. Flag of truce sent in 
from the fleet to Sumter and receiving the dead. 

Septeml>er 9-27. Fort Sumter enjoys 19 days of jwrfect rest. 
On Morris Island the working-parties busily ocoupicnl turn- 
ing the captured batteries upon the harbor and building 
others, all armed with heavy rifle cannon and mortars. 

Septeml)er 13-14. Capture of a Union telegraph-party on tlie 
banks of the Combahee River. 

S<»ptember 15. Explosion of a magazine at Battery Cheves, 
James Island ; a lieutenant and five men killed. 

Septeml)er 28. The first minor bombardment of Sumter begins ; 
100 shots fired and 1 man killed. 

Octol)er 3. Close of bombardment, lasting six days ; 560 shots. 
Batteries of James and Sullivan's Islands fire irr^ularly 
ui)on Morris Island. 

October 5-6. Lieutenant Glassell, of the Confederate Navy, 
attacks the New Ironsides with small torpedo-boat. 

October 14. Fort Sumter mounts three heavy guns in channel 
casemates on north-eastern front. 

October 20. Union boat-expedition to MurrelPs Inlet. Union 
loes, 1 killed, 10 («ptured, by detachment from Twenty-first 
battalion of Georgia Cavalry under Lieutenant E. Kennedy. 
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October 22. Rear- Admiral Dahlgren hokbi a ooanoil of war in 
-regard to entering the harbor. Six senior dapteina oppose 
and four juniors favor the attempt| the admiral's views 
being sustained by the migority. 

October 26. The seoand great bombardment ^ SomtBry land 
and naval^ opens to-day with 188 shots and 1 wounded ; 
continued day and night with guns and mortars. 

October 27-28. Firing becomes heavier-626 and 679 shoto 
per day. 

October 29-31. These three days the fort reoaved the aeversst 
fire of any in its whole experience^ amounting to 2961 
rounds and attended with 33 casualties : of these, 13 killed 
b^ falling of ruins liefore daylight on the Slsfc. Flagstaff 
gallantly replaced under fire by Captain CSarson, Twenty- 
fifth South Carolina volunteers, and Sovlt odierB aasisting 
him, on the 29th. Replaced again by Ghraham, Hit^ and 
Swain of Twelfth Grcorgia battalion on the SOdu 

November 1-2. 786 rounds, 1 wounded ; 793 nmnds^ 1 killed. 

November 3. Four scouts from the fleet attempt to land by 
night at the south-eastern angle, and are fired on, 661 
rounds, 7 wounded. 

November 6. Fla^taff re]>laced by Sergeant Cnrrie and Cor- 
jK)ral Montgomery of Twenty-fifth South Canilina volun* 
tecrs. Casualties, 2 killed, 12 wounded, all of Twwity- 
scveiith Georgia. 

N()veml)er 6-7. Confinlcrale raid on Bull Island, Port Royal ; 
the Union do<^k burned. 

November 7-10. Fort reeeived 17o3 rounds; 9 men wounded. 

November 11. 21 9 ; 1 wounded. Flag rOplaoed by Sergeant 
G. H. Mays and Private Robert Antry, Twenty-eighth 
Georgia volunteers. 

Noveml)er 12-15. 2326 ; 2 killed, 5 wounded. 

November 15. Demonstration of Union troops on John's Isl- 
and met by Major Jenkins with artillery. 

November 16. G02 ; monitor Lehijjh, a^nmnd under fire, much 
damaged by Confederate batteries Ixjforc getting off. 

November 17-18. 959 ; 1 killed. 

November 19. 694; 1 woundinl. Boats from the army (200 
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men) attempt assault on Sumter, but, being discovered l)e- 
fore landing and fired on, withdraw on night of 19th-20th. 

November 20. 1344 ; 3 killed, 11 wounded. 

November 24. 270. 3 killed, 2 wounded. Death of Captain 
F. H. Harleston at Fort Sumter. Skirmish near Cunning- 
ham's BlulF, South Carolina. 

November 25-26. 517. 

November 27. 380. Flag replaced by Privates James Tuj)- 
per, Foster, Buckheister, and Bluett of Charleston battal- 
ion. 

November 28-Dec. 4. 1307 ; 1 killed, 1 wounded. 

December 5. 61. Last day of second great Iwmbardment (41 
days and nights). Third expedition to MurrelFs Inlet. 
Union boat-party, 3 officers and 12 seamen, captured by 
two companies of Georgia cavalry (Twenty-first battalion) 
under Captain Harrison. 

Dt^cember 6. Monitor Weehawken foimdered at her anchorage 
oif Morris Island. 

December 11. Explosion of magazine, with destructive fire; 
11 killed, 41 wounded. Fort received 220 rounds, this 
being the second minor bombardment. 

December 12-31. No firing upon the fort. The garrison much 
tried by labor and hardships of crowded quarters. 

December 25. Attack by field- and siege-guns on gunboats in 
Stono. The Marblehead much cut up by Confederate fire, 
but escaped with loss of 3 killed and 4 wounded. 

December 28. Confederate works abandoned near Legarcville, 
John's Island, and two 8-inch siege-guns carried off by 
expedition from gunboats. 

1864. 

January 1-28. Desultory firing (8 days) on Fort Sumter. 

January 7. Affair on Waccamaw Neck ; capture of a naval 
party of 25 by a lieutenant and a private of the Twenty- 
first Georgia Cavalry battalion. 

January 30. Flag replaced under fire by Acting Adjutant B. 
Middleton, together with Shafer, Banks, and Brassingham 
of Lucas's battalion (Fort Sumter). 
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January 29-31. Third minor bombardment (683 nxinds) be- 
gins and ends. New Confederate iron-clad Charleston 
added to defense. 

February 1-29. Desultory firing (16 days) on Fort Samter. 

Febniar}* 9-1 1 . Union reconnoissance in forcse (2000) on JcAd's 
Island met by Major Jenkins with 150 men, and afterward 
with larger force (2000) under Brigadier^^jeneral IL A. 
Wise; after skirmishing for two days the Union troops 
withdrew in liaste to their boats. Confederate Iobb, 17; 
Union, 34. 

February 12. Western casemates. Fort Sumto*, armed widi 
3 hc^avy guns. 

Febniary 17-18. Destniction of gunboat Honaatonic^ off 
Charleston bar, by Lieutenant Gtoorge E. Dix<m^ Com- 
pany E, Twenty-first Alabama volunteers, who with his 
crew and torpetlo-boat also perished. 

Febniary 26-27. Capture of Union boat, with officer and 5 
men, by C<»n federate navy-picket, off Fort Sumter. 

Manth 1-31. Desultory firing (10 days) on Fort Sumter. 

March 6. United States st^'unier Memphis attacked hy a tor- 
pcdo-hoat in North Edisto River; a failure. 

Marcli 14. F'ourth minor bombardment (143 rounds). 5 
wounded. 

April 1-2S. Desultory firinji^ (12 days) on Fort Sumter. 

Ajiril »3-6. Brisk mortar-shelling of fort's wharf at night. 

April 8-0. Demonstration of barges by night ujwn eastern 
slion? of James Island ; no action. 

April 14. Night-firiiig of Vnrt Moultrie on United States tug 
Genuiinm. 

April 20. General Beauregard relieved by Major-General Sam. 



April 28-May 4. Fifth minor boml)anlment (Fort Sumt^er), 

7 (lavs, 510 rounds. 
May 1. Major-General Gill more relieveil by Brigadier-(jcne- 

ral Hatch. 
May 4. Lieutenant-Colonel Elliott, commanding Fort Sumter, 

relieved by Ca])tain J. 0. Mitehel. 
Mav 10-12. Second council held hv Rear-Admiral Dahlitren. 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS. xvii 

The (question of attacking Sumter negatived by seven out 
of nine. 

May 13. A Confederate picket (5 men) captured at southern 
end of James Island. 

May 13-16. Sixth minor bombardment (Fort Sumter), 4 days, 
1140 rounds; casualties, 5. 

May 19-20. Boats discovered reconnoitring off south-western 
angle, and fired on from Fort Sumter with field-howitzer 
on parajwt. 

May 26. Major-General Foster assumes command of Union 
forces in the department. Demonstration of gunboats up 
the Ashepoo and South Edisto Rivers. Union steamer 
Boston grounding in AsheiXM), near Chapman\s Fort, and 
l)eing shelled by Earle's light battery, was set on fire by 
the enemy and destroyed, with 60 horses. 

May 30-June 5. Seventh minor Iwmbardment (Fort Sumter), 
8 days, 31 9 rounds ; 4 casualties. 

June 6. The New Ironsides left station for the North. 

June 7. Confcnlerate transport-steamer Etiwan grounded off 
Fort Johnson, and destroyed by enemy's fire from Morris 
Island. 

June 6-30. Desultory firing (17 days) on Fort Sumter, attend- 
ed by 2 (usual ties. 

June 20. The flagstaff of Fort Sumter gallantly n'pla(?ed under 
brisk fire bv Lieutenant C. H. Claiborne, assistcnl bv Ser- 
geant N. Devereux and Corporal B. Brannon of the Engi- 
neers. 

June 24. Flag replaced under fire. 

June 26. Flag replaced under fire by Privates Walter Steele 
and D. E. Badger. 

June 27. Flag replaced under fire. Preparations in Union 
army and fleet for striking another blow on Charleston. 

July 2. Brigadier-General Schimmelfennig lands a column 
on James Island ; advancing by Ri versus Causeway, it 
was checked by Confederates, who lost two guns, but fell 
back to stronger position. 

July 3.* Fort Johnson and its advanced work, Battery Simkins, 
assaulted at davlight of 3d by an expedition in barges from 

2 
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Morris Island, nearly a ihoumnd strong. VeMy sappoft- 
ed, the assault fiiiled, and 140 prisonoffii, indading the com- 
mander. Colonel Huyt, and five uifioersy were taken. The 
Confederates were commanded by LientenanlrGoloiiel J. A. 
Yates, First South Carolina (r^lar) Artillery. 

Jnly 3-5. John's Island invaded by ootiverging colnmiis (5000 
strong), and occupied, after stubborn lesistanoe of small 
force under Majors Jenkins and Wayne, sujqiorted by Par- 
ker's Light Battery. Union troops on James Island driven 
back to the Stono, where monitors and gunboats cover them 
and shell tlie Confederate works very heavily. 

July 7-9. After two days' skirmishing at Orimfaall's Waters 
loo Place, the Union intrendied position on John^s Islaud 
was attacked and carried by Confederate troops nnder 
Brigadier^Jeneral Robertson ; and that night the Umon 
force left John's Island, and the squadron withdrew from 
the Stono next day. In these operations. July 2d-llth, 
Union loss reported, 330 ; Confederate, 163, only 17 having 
been killed. 

July 7-8. Fort Sumter's third great bombardment b^ns. 
Flag shot away four times on 7th, twice on 8tfa ; 784 
rounds. 

July 20. The a)mman(lor, Captain J. C. Mitchel, mortally 
wounded. Up to this (14th day) 29 casualties ; 4890 rounds. 
In this first period the fort mueh damaged ; the boom off 
the sea-face cut away ; l)oats sunk at the wharf, etc. Cap- 
tain Mitchel sueccHHled by Captain T. A. Hugnenin same 
nijrht. 

July 21. General Foster's powder-raft, to be exploded near the 
fort, was prepared for serviet^ hut not taken up as intended 
for this flight. 

July 27-28. Caj)tain Johnson, engineer in charge of Fort Sum- 
ter, severely woundc^l (twenty-second day), and succeeded 
by Lieutenant E. J. White. 

August 3. Flag of triie(\ exchanging 50 Union and Confed- 
erate officers, in the channel off Fort Sumter. 

August 4-23. Firing on Sumter continual, but slackened. 
Rear- Admiral Dahlgren lends General Foster guns from 
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the fleet to supply the batteries on Morris Island, weak- 
ene<l by exjwnditure of many heavy rifle eannon. 

August 28. General Foster's powder-raft exploded harmlessly 
off soutli-western angle of Fort Sumter. 

8o{)tonil)er 1. Another attempt of the same kind failed. 

September 3. Flag exchange of surgeons and chaplains off the 
harbor. 

September 4. End of third great bombanlment : 60 days ; total, 
81 casualties; 14,066 rounds fired at the fort. 

SoptiMuber 6-18. Eighth minor bombardment (the last), 9 days ; 
7 casualties ; 57.*i rounds. 

September 19-30. Desultory firing, often brisk, on the fort, 6 
days ; 200 rounds. 

October 1-^31. Desultory, at times brisk, firing on the fort, 18 
davs ; 494 rounds. 

XovemlxT 1-30. Desultory, at times brisk, firing on the fort, 
13 days ; 221 rounds. 

November 7. Blockading gunboat Pontiac receives a rifle-shell 
from Battery Marshall, Sullivan's Island, killing 5, wound- 
ing 7. 

November 30. Battle of Honey Hill, near Grahamville, C. 
and S. Railroad. Union repulse with loss of 754 men, 
Major-Greneral G. W. Smith commanding Confederates, 
Brigadier-General J. P. Hatcli commanding the Union 
force, 5000 strong. Confedenite loss, 4 killed, 40 wounded. 

Dei«nil)er 1-30. Fort Sumter receive<l only seven shots one 
day this month. 

Dec^emlKT 6-9. Brisk engagements near Coasawhatchie to break 
C. and S. Railroiul ; failed to do so. 

Dec^ember 7-17. Truce, with exchanges, off the harbor. 

Dewmber 20. City of Savannah evacuated by Confederate 

• ft 

forces under Lieutenant-General Hardens 
December 31. Two naval launches captured by Confederates 
off Fort Sumter. 

1866. 

January 1-31. Desultory firing on Fort Sumter; 64 shots in 
two days. 
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January 15. Monitor Patapsco destroyed by toqxnlo off Fort 

Sumter; 62 lives lost. 
January 26. Gunboat Dai-Ching destroyed by battery at Bur- 
net's, Coml)ahee River. 
February 1. General Sherman's array, 70,000 strong, enters 

South Carolina from Savannah, Georgia, 
February 3. Confederates resist at Rivers's Bridge, Barnwell 

county. 
February 10-12. Union demonstration on James Island 8tul>- 

bornly resisted by force in rifle-pits at GrimbalFs, eoni- 

nianded by Major E. Manigault. 
February 11. Skirmish at Aiken with Union cavalry. 
February 12-16. Union expedition of land and naval force to 

Bull's Bay checked four days by Captain E, L. Parker's 

light battery and a small force of cavalry. 
February 15. Skirmish at Congaree Creek, near Columbia, 
February 17-18. Charleston harbor and city evacuated by night, 

after 587 days of continuous military op<»ration8 against 

them. Columbia, the capital of the .State, occupied by 

General Sherman's aruiy. 



APPENDIX «. 

THE STEAM-FRIGATE NEW IRONSIDES. 

This |M>\verfiil i>ea-goiiig, iron-clad steamer was the only one 
of luT class built by the Navy Department of the United States 
(luring the Civil War. Being of the ordinary model in all 
essentials and capable of carrying mnvas, the vessel was yet 
of exwptionally light draught for her displacement. This seems 
to have affective! at times the steering, but never to any serious 
degree. And when all the offensive and defensive qualities of 
the ship are considered, the failure of the Government to follow 
up her construction with others of the same class is something 
unaccountable. 

An act of Congress approved August 3, 1861, authorizeil the 
call for plans and s|)ecifications of armored vessels. From a 
large numlKT of projKwitions only three were acccptetl. By 
re(H)mmendation of a naval l)oanl consisting of ComnuKlores 
Joseph Smith and Hiram Paulding and Captain Charles H. 
Davis contracts were made the same fall for the building of 
the Monitor, the Galena, and the New Ironsides, each of differ- 
ent model. 

Description of the Vessel. 

Contracttnl for ()ctx)l)er 15, 1861, launched May 15, 1862, and 
sent to sea on trial-trip August 21, 1862, the vessel was com- 
pleted in ten months after contract. The builders were Merrick 
& Sons, Philadelphia 

Length over all 249 fi^t 6 inches. 

Depth of hold 17" 

Beam, varying from 46 feet to 57 feet 4 inches. 

Draught of water .... 16 feet. 

Displacement 3500 tons. 

xxi 
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The ship had three decks ; was pieroed for dgfat gam on 
broadside ; was armed with fonrteen Xl-incfa smoothboves and 
one or two 8-inch rifles (IdO-ponnders). An armor-platiiig 
three inches thick, carried all around from four feet below the 
load-line to three feet above it, terminated forward in a ram 
four and a half feet deep and nine indies thick, pngectii^ six 
feet from the stem. The sides above this line of plating fell 
back with a. slope of five feet seven inches in a height of ten 
feet The plating, solid, forged, four and a half indies thick — 
not laminated, inch thick, as for the monitors—covered tliese 
sides for a length of (me hundred and sevoity lEeet.' 

The Ivow and stem were unplated, except near the water-line. 
On the gun-deck, fore and aft, were two iron-clad bulkheads, 
closed with rolling doors of solid plate iron five indies thi<^ 
These bulkheads thus '^ enclosed the gun-deck and proved an 
eifectual barrier to a raking fire." The spar-deck of wood was 
plated on the under side. Furnished with masts, whidi were 
made to I)e unshipped, and bark-rigged with lower and topsail 
yards, besides fore-and-aft-sails, she generally went without them, 
but they were deemed to be indispensable to her safety while on 
a voyage. She carried but ten days' coal, bqming nearly for^ 
tons a day, and making on the way to Port Royal, with steam 
and sails, only six and a half knots. '* Her motions, rolling and 
pitching in a sea-way," Captain T. Turner reported, "are as 
cjLsy as any ship I ever sailed in : indeed, I may say that they 
are graceful and playful, so buoyant is she, and taking in as 
little water as any frigate in service." (Ai'mored Veasehy Exec. 
Documents, vol. xiii.) Her complement of men was from four 
hundred to four hundred and fiftv. 

The pilot-house, a small iron turret capable of holding only 
thrc^ jH>rsons, wa.s strangely located lichind the large smokestack 
and furnishe<l with the usual slits for outlook. An effort was 
made to remove the ])ilot-housc fonvanl soon after the ship's 
arrival at Port Royal harbor, South Carolina, but found im- 
practicable with the means at hand. The horse-power of the 
cnj];ines ajipears also to have given some dissatisfaction, as being 
not great enough in the (»asc of a gale and the danger of a lee 

* Journal 0/ the Franklin Institute^ vol. liii. No. 2. 
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shore. Tho porte were closed with iron shutters, and their 
dimensions were thought too contracted to allow as great ele- 
vation or lateral movement of the guns as was desirable. 



Services on the 7th op April, 1863. 

It is easy to j)erceive that Rear- Admiral Du Pout's confidence 
in the power of his iron-clad squadron was greatly shaken l)efore 
this attack. The engagements with the sea-coast batteries in 
Georgia had been discouraging, and while the monitors were 
falling under suspicion, the New Ironsides was still more dis- 
trusted when it became a question of engaging Fort Sumter 
and the other works at the entrance of Charleston harbor. 

Nevertheless, the rear-admiral took the ship into action with 
his flag flying upon her, four monitors in advance and four 
others bringing up the rear, all in the formation of " the line 
ahead.'' About the time of the leading monitor's opening fire, 
the flagship, heading against the ebb tide, a strong current, 
must have slackened speed and drifted down and off to the 
eastern edge of the channel. This is said with the full reports 
and a chart of the harbor oi)en before the writer ; and the con- 
clusion is, that if she came in as near as the rear-admiral says — 
10(K) yards — she could have been in no danger of going aohore, 
for the soundings in channel at that distance and as far out as 
2(K)0 yards from Sumter are as follows: 3f fathoms, 5 J, 9, 6 J, 
and 7} fathoms. But the evidence of her being farther off than 
that, even on the extreme easteni limit of the channel, at this 
place a half mile wide, is convincingly given by her own com- 
manding officer, although he agrees with the admiral in his 
estimate of distance. Captain Turner reports that ** he found 
the ship frequently within a foot of the bottom," and he 
attributes to the extraordinary skill of the pilot " the fact that 
she was kept clear of it." Now, no soundings of seventeen feet 
or thereabout occur on the eastern limit of the channel, except 
at a distance of over 2000 yards from Fort Sumter. The ship's 
draught was sixteen feet, and she was reported " frequently 
within a f(K)t of the bottom." 

But the drifting, we are further told by the reports, was caused 
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by the ship's '^ beooming (lartly unmaiuigeable/'^ The adminl 
says his vessel '' could not be brought into sudi .dose action as I 
endeavored to get her ; owing to the nam>w channjcl and va{iid 
currents she became partly unmanageable^ and was twice forced 
t4> anchor to prevent her going ashore, once owing to her hiivu^ 
come into collision with two of the monitors. She could not 
get nearer tlian one thousand yards.^' The diannd is showii by 
the chart to have a widtli of at least half a mile to the left of 
her position and a depth of five or six fieithoms. 

With his well-known distrust of the ship, which he held to 
be '^ more vulnerable than the monitors" (Exe& Doc, Armored 
Vesik'h, page 79), it is fairly to be inferred that the admiral did 
not take her near enough to do herself any credits The con* 
sequences were, that neither her ofiensive nor her defensive 
qualities were exhibited. Not a gim was fired at Fort Swnter, 
only seven at Fort Moultrie, and one at Battery Wagner. The 
ship was struck very often, but, being twice as fiir off as the 
monitors, her injuries were comparatively slight The testimony 
of Captain Tunier was as follows : ^* She lost one port-shutter, 
sliot away. She had one of her plates cracked (through and 
through) by a shot. She had a breeching-bolt driven in. She 
r(HH»iv(Ml a shot on her beak which twisted it a little and cracked 
it. Whonovcr she was struck in lier wooden work she was dara- 
ii^vi] — I cannot tell liow many times. There was nothing to 
iin])air her efficiency in the slightest decree, either in her iron- 
or wocMlwork. She was as ready to go into the fight ten min- 
nt<s afterward ini she ever was."* Her captain continues : "No 
shot or shell entered the iron-clad })art of the Ironsides. Some 
cjinio in throuj^h the woodwork, but did not penetrate the sand- 
bags. My impression is, that had it not been for the sandbags 

* *' When in shallow water, like nil flat-floored vessels, she steered hrndlj 
and became unmanageable if obliyed to x/oic down or to nlop the enginery" (italics 
not oriirinal). '*'The armor-plating was four and a half inches in thicknen; 
and stood fairly the fire from all the batteries to which she was exposed at all 
times." — Atlantic Coast^ Rear- Admiral D. Amnum, 

'"Fort Sumter cripples the New Ironsides" is a statement by the author 
of Milittu'if Operations of Qeneral Bruurepard, chapter xxx. vol. ii. I have 
found no evi<lcnce of the al)ove. The ship was plainly less affected by the 
Confederate fire titan her commanding officers appear to have been. 
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• 

' on the spar-deck I should have lost many of my crew. The 
iron plating of the spar-deck is confined to the wooden deck 
al)ove it by iron bolts, half screwed. There were about thirty 
f)f these bolts over each gun. Wherever shots struck where 
there were no sandbags the bolts would be driven down like 
bullets ; one shot did strike where there were no sandbags, and 
the bolts underneath were driven out bv the concussion. All the 

a 

woodwork, both forward and abaft the iron bulkhead, was bar- 
ricaded by sandbags eight or nine feet in a horizontal direction 
nearly to the beams. Immediately before going into fight I turned 
the hose upon the sandbags, both fore and aft, and saturated them 
thoroughly with water : water was several inches deep in my 
cabin. I put green raw-hides on the spar-deck fore and aft, 
making a carpet of them from one end of the ship to the other ; 
over these a layer of sandbags fore and aft as far as each iron 
bulkhead ; these were some five or six inches thick. After the 
fight was over it could be seen where the shot stnick the sand- 
bags, as they were ripjx»d up and the sand driven in all direc- 
tions." (Exec. Doc., Aimiored Vessels, pages 148, 149.) 

It is almost unnecessarv to add that there were no casualties 
on lx)ard the flagship New Ironsides during the attack of April 
7, 1863. 

Services in July, August, and September, 1863. 

These were priiKMpally against Morris Island, and incidentally 
against Sullivan's Island : on only one occasion did the guns of 
the New Ironsides fire upon Fort Sumter, and that was by night, 
after the fort had Wn silenced bv the land-batteries. In Julv 
and August the ship took part with the monitors and gunlwats 
in the siege of Battery Wagner, ver}' greatly contributing to the 
common purpose. 

This was notably the case July 18th, in preparation for the 
second assault that evening. For seven hours next preceding 
the assault the powerful batteries of the ship poured into the 
devoted work a ])erfectly overwhelming fire of 11-inch shells, 
aimed and exploded with the utmost precision. No less than 
805 rounds were fired, and before the plucky little fort was 
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silenced — there were only two lQ-4noh smoodilKireB on €be 
fiicse — the ship was struck ten times^ On fimr other dsys^ later 
in July, she engaged Wagner during ten hooiBy firing 964 ninnds^ 
and receiving 6rom Wagner's one or two guoa as nuuvjr aa thiity 
hits. 

On seven occasions in August the gnna were inaotioii agunst 
Wagner, firing 1152 rounds, but with no reqwnae from the 
pigmy to the giant after the first day, August 17tfa, wlien tibirlgr- 
one hits or more were received. 

In order to let the veterans of Battery Wagner who may be 
left at this date read the effects of dieir fire, the fi:iUowiiig r^ort 
is introduced. The 17th was the first day of the bombardment 
of Fort Sumter: 

United Btatbi Ship Haw iJaoMania^l 
Off Mokbib Ixlamd, A19. 17, laos. i 

Sir : I have the honor to make the following report reelecting tiie 
injuries received by this ship in the action of to-day (with Wagner). 
I count in all thirty-one hits, though I think we were skrack aevenl 
times below the water-line. The plating received niaetoen ehota^ etemm 
others struck the woodwork, and eight passed throu^ the smokeBtedL 
No muterial damage was done to the armor, though in four places the 
iron was so much crushed in as to crack it. The backing, except in one 
place where one width of the ceiling, just forward of No. 6 port on the 
starboard »ide, is driven in about three-fourths of an inch, shows no 
signs of having been started. The forward shutter of No. 8 port on 
the starboard side was shot off and lost overboard, having been stmck 
on its upper edge near the pivot on which it swung. One shot came 
through the woodwork on the starboard quarter into the cabin and 
passed down into the wardroom, t<?aring outalarg^ piece of the clamps 
in one of the cabin staterooms, ripping up the coaming of the ward- 
room hatch and splintering the beam underneath. One of the wheel- 
ropes which ran through the beam barely escaped being cat away hy 
this shot. iVn other shot struck the deck, unprotected by aandbaga, 
just abaft the parterners of the mizzen mast, going through the plank- 
ing and glancing off as it met the iron underneath. The iron, however, 
was crushed down to the depth of an inch and a half, and partially 
broken. The deck-[)ump on the starboard quarter was carried away, 
and the shot, striking the sandbags, glanced forward and remained on 
deck; but the knee supporting the beam underneath the place where 
the sandbags lay was split and one of the carlins broken. 

All these hits were made by 10-iiich solid shot, which seem to have 
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been fired with exceedingly heavy charges, some of them at a distance 
of not more than from nine hundred to one thousand yards. 

Very respectflilly, 

T. H. Bishop, Carpenter, 
Captain S. C. Rowan, 

Commanding U. S. Steamer New Ironsides. 

It is jxxssible that a few of these shots may have been fire<l 
by Battery Gregg, or even Fort Sumter, as tliey both engaged 
the fleet the same day ; but the artillerists of Battery Wagner 
certainly made fine practice with their two 10-inch columbiads 
against the terrible odds of the Ironsides, with her thundering 
broadside of seven Xl-inch guns and one heavy rifle. 

On the night of September lst-2d the same ship acoom|3a- 
nied the monitors up the channel to Sumter, and fired fitly 
shells into the grim ruin, which now at length, quite silenced 
by the land-batteries, had not a gun left to reply to the iron- 
clad sfjuadron. The rear-admiral in his Duvy (Memoir) says 
he received two shots from Sumter, but he is mistaken. 

Next came two hot davs' work before the silent but stublxirn 
parapet of Battery Wagner in company with all the monitors 
and gunboats. These were the final days of the siege. On 
the 5th nine hours' firing, on the 6th thirteen hours' firing, 
l)eing a total of 742 shots, added to the recoi'd, but all without 
the ships receiving any reply. 

At length, when Morris Island was evacuated, the scene of 
naval action was changed for a few days to Sullivan's Island. 
The heavy works of Moultrie, Bee, and Beaur^anl, whic^h 
took |)art in the action of April 7th,. had been made stmnger 
and been reinforced by other works since that date. Perhaj>s 
the greatest weight of metal was concentrated in Battery Bee, 
but the whole line of water-batteries extending from Bee to 
Beauregard, a distance of about 1800 yards, was truly formi- 
dable, second only to the powerful works of Fort Fisher on 
the coast of North Carolina. 

The occasion was given on September 7th and 8th by the 
grounding of the Weehawken off Cumming's Point. As a 
diversion the inm-clads moved up " to go as close to the ob- 
structions as was prudent," and consequently became engaged 
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with Fort Moultrie and all the adjacent botterieBy moantiiig 
from thirty-five to forty gtins of the heaviest (Conftdente) 
calibre. The New Ironsides, Captain S. C. Rowan, aooompa- 
nied the monitors, taking her station and eomhng to anekor off 
Moultrie, a distance of 1200 yards. Some of the moniton 
went in much nearer. They were all received with the hot- 
test fire suffered since April 7th ; the monitors austaiiied it fi>r 
a half hour, the Ironsides for about one hour, the latter firing 
one hundred and fifty-two shells and xooeiving twenty-four 
hits. This action was brought on late in the afternoon of the 
7th, and was followed by a heavier one next day. 

After retiring for a while the ship was broogfat np i^n 
during the night, and, being ready fi[>r action in the nunrnii^ 
took nearly the same position as the evening befine. From 
11 A. M. to about 2 p. M., or nearly three houra. Captain Bowan 
held his vcasel to the test with a thorooghness no previous com- 
nmndcr had ever evinced. His report is perfectly oomct in 
saying that this was ''one of the severest arlalleiy duels ever 
Hustainal by a ship through a space of two hours and fifty-five 
ininutos." And it should l)c observed that she was anchored 
iihivixsit of her antatronists during both of these actions. No 
(»tluT arnionsl vi»ss<'I iK^foro Charleston ever came to anchor 
Ix^fore the onomy : in action tlie monitors were particularly 
r(stl(»ss.* 

Nor wa.s this anchorinnj of the New Ironsides in any dc^iree 
like that other on A])ril 7th, when, two thousand yards frr>m 
Foi*t Sumter and " ])artly nnnianairoable," she M'as "twiw 
Wrnxnl to anch(»r to ])rov(Mit hor p)ing ashore," with all the 
\vhil(» a. half mile i»f deep water Ix^tween the enemv and her- 
self. 

By the report of the ordnance officer, Lieutenant H. R 
Rol)es<m, the ship fired on the 8th four hundred and eighty- 
thriH? times and was hit s(*venty times, the range being 1200 
yanls, as the day In^fore. Her commander's report includes no 
mention of damafjj(s, but the r<»ar-admiral remarks that "the 

* See Major Echols's ref)ort on April 7ili in Ap|)eniltx; the rear-mlmiral 
himself conimcntinjLi: \i\yoi\ this after one of (he eng:i|rement8. (See IfflHOtf*, 
Dahlgren, i»agc 410.) 
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spar-ilcK^k, not included in the armor, exhibits evidence of the 
severe fire U) whicli the vessel has been exposed." The casual- 
ties were onlv one oflScer and two seamen slightlv wounded. 

Experiences with Torpedoes. 

• 

When the monitor? left CharlesUm to go to Port Royal for 
repairs, five days after the fight of April 7th, the New Ironsides 
erosseil the bar with them, but continued with the blockading 
fleet outside to protect the gunboats from another such raid as 
the Confeilerate rams had made on them in the early part of 
the same year. 

It has been related in this volume (Chapter II.) how the flag- 
si lip escajKMl destruction while becoming unmanageable on the 
7th and drifting over a large electric torpedo sunk by the Con- 
federates off* Morris Island. This was a boiler cx>ntaining three 
thousiuid |K)unds of powder : it had been placed in the main 
shij)-channel to be exphxled by wires extending to Battery 
Wagner, but the sc^heme failed.* 

The next move planned against the entire armored squadron 
was to be a night-attack with small boats bearing spar-tor})edoes. 
Suggested by General Beauregard, it was prepared, under Flag- 
OHic^er J. R. Tu(;ker, by Lieutenant W. H. Parker of the navy, 
but was thwarted by the withdrawal of the squadron from its 
anchoi'age on the very day appointed for the expedition, April 
12, 1863. 

Another attempt, specially directed against the New Ironsides, 
was made by Captain J. Carlin, a)mmander of a blockade-runner, 
on the night of August 21, 1863. Obtaining for his purpose, 
from Captain F. D. Lee of the Engineers, a hull fitted with 

* C'has. G. de Lisle. afwiHtant engineer, engaged in this work with Dr. John 
R. ("heves, Messrs. Waldron and Kates, reiwrts under date May 26, 1863, that 
in laying the cable the steamer drifted, and thus an extra mile was added to 
the circuit, making the adjustment of the jwles in the torpetio insufficiently 
m-ar for tlie increiised length of the cable. And this was the cause, he thinks, 
why the explosion failed to occur. He says the entire cable was exiamined 
subftequently and found in perfect order. (For report and sketches see War 
Record.*, vol. xiv. page 950.) I liave seen no authority given for the story that 
the cable was cut on the beach of Morris Island by the passage of a heavy 
wagon. 
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stc^iin-|)()\vor, and one of the tatter's spar-torpedoes carried at 
tlio how, Captain Carlin, with a crow of volunteer sailors from 
the Confcik'nito ^t(plu(l^()n in the harbor and a guard of d^t 
soldiers from the garrison of Fort Sumter under Liieutenant 
£. 8. Fickling, moved through the darkness upon the armored 
frigsite. She was just then swinging with the tide, and pre- 
s(*nted her bulky form so unfavorably to the attack as to cause 
some eonfusion in the execution of the onlers, so that Cai>ta:n 
Carlin, finding himself about to nm alongside instead of ^^ bow 
on," and with his s])ar entangled in the anchor-i^liain of the 
frigate, decided to make oif. With not a moment to lose, since 
the watch of the frigate was hailing and threatening him, he 
w:ls further chagrined by the stoppage of his engine and the 
delay it cK'casionetl. But, ijersevering in his efforts, he cscajjed 
without any loss. (See Captain Carlin's reiK)rt in Appendix F.) 
Xext (nunc, on the night of October 5-6, 1863, tlie equally 
daring and jmrtly sucx^essful attack by Lieutenant W. T. Glassell 
of the Confwlerate Navy. A little boat* of pecadiar construc- 
tion, cigiu-slmiKxl, driven by a projwller with steam-power, 
nearly submerge<l, and armed with one of Lee's torpedoes 
(spar), was employcxl for the ])uri)ose. Taking with him only 
thn^c men — J. H. Tcxunhs, assistant engineer, James Sullivan, 
fireman, an<l J. W. Cannon, pilot, the enginwr and fiivman 
being from the gunboat Cliieoni, the pilot from the gunl)oat 
Palmetto Statx* — Lieutenant (ilassi^ll made his wav down the 
harbor soon after dark, arriving off Morris Island alxuit nine 
o'eloek. Passing along the eastern edge of the main channel, he 
reeonnoitreil the enemv\< vessels Ivinjr at amihor auid seen (Kls" 
tinctiv airainst the eani])-fires of Morris Island, then entirely 

' This lM>jit, tlic first of tlie class known a** " Davuls," was built at his own 
expense In* a ciiizen of ('harlesion. Mr. TIuMKlore I). Stoney. He was ai«ie<i In 
fittlni^ it out l\v llie counsel of Captain V. I). Lee and Dr. St. Jiilien Rjiveuel. 
Ilavinj^ a length of alwuit tliirty feet, a diameter of five and a half feet at lis 
middle, and l>allaste<l so as to fioat deeply in the water, it was painted aUive 
the line a bluish-*!:ray color. The tor|»e<lo, carrieil at its bow by a holluw in>n 
shaft about fourteen feet ahead of the boat, was a e<-»pper cylinder charged 
with "ab<)ut one hundred )»ounds o( rifle ])nwder. and provide*! with four Hcn- 
sitive tubes of lea<l coutainin«^ explosive mixture." Most of the part ieulnn« 
L'iven in this account are obtained from a paper by Commander (fla^ell, con- 
irihuteil to the Minjnzinr if the SjittluTH JJiMoricdl <S'<)c<V<»/, vol. iv. 
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ocx^iipied by the Union forces under Major-General Q. A. Gill- 
niort\ The flagship, New Ironsides, was soon discovered in the 
midst of the fleet, with her starboard side presented to his view. 
Putting on all steam and making for his object, he was dis- 
«>vereil from the frigate's deck when about three hundred yards 
distant. Hailed several times rapidly, but giving no answer, he 
shortencnl the distance to about forty yards ; then levelled his 
gini at the officer of the deck. Acting Ensign C. W. Howard, who 
had come to the side, and fired, mortally wf)unding him. The 
next moment the little boat struck the frigate between the gang- 
way and the quarter, exploding the torpedo with full force. A 
(H)hinin of water, raised instantly above the level of the spar- 
diH'U and (U»scending into the engine-room of the Ironsides, was 
the means of disabling for a while her doughty little antagonist, 
for tlie same water put out the fires of the David and poured 
into tlie hull through the narrow hatchway. Seeing what ap- 
jH'arcHl to l)e a desperate condition of things, Lieutenant Glassell 
gjive the order to abandon the boat. The explosion had not 
dama<i:ed it, but tin? engine could not be revei'sed, and the boat 
drifted jL^tern of the great ship. Meanwhile, the lieutenant and 
his com])anions, excc»])t Camion, who could not swim, took to the 
water, himself escaping unhurt thmugh a nun of bullets, until 
pickcxl up after an hour's exhausting swim and made a prisoner. 
Sullivan also was ctiptureil, taken from the iiidder-chains of the 
fi-igate, which he had amght in passing. Cannon held on to the 
drifting lx>at until rejoined l)y Toombs, who soon raised steam 
on it, and the two brought the David back to the city, that 
night.* 

* The ex|»e(iition and all the actors were hijrhlv commended in general 
onlers bv (ieneral Beaiirejjard. Glassell was pronioteil to the rank of com- 
mander, and after his exchange served on the James River nntil the close of 
the war. To(»nib8 was made a chief engineer. Commander Glassell, a native 
of Virjffinia. was a lieutenant in the navy of the United States when the war 
broke out. Returning from CTiina in 1862, he suffered about eight months 
imprisonment for not takinsr the oath ; was exchanged and entered the navy 
of the Confederacy. Most of his service was in and around Charleston. Favor- 
ing the use of torpedoes in naval warfare, he encountered difficulties and dis- 
couraa:ement««. but, finally overcoming them, he will always be remembered as 
the first naval officT to conduct an attack with them and prove their efficiency. 
He died at Los Angeles, California, on the 28th of January, 1879. 
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On board the Ironsides die alarm for a while mast have been 
terrible. The greatest uneasiness prevailed, as mi^t with reason 
be ex|iected, but the publislied official rc|K>rts of the incidait are 
scarce and barren of particuhirel The rear-admind Mras not on 
board at the time, but he tells how he hastened to the firigate as 
8<Km as ]K)S8ible. Though reporting only that *' the outside of 
the hull near the locality of tlie explosion was examined by the 
divers, and it is reported to me verbally Uiat no impression of 
any conse<iuence is to be seen/' he writes down in hb Dianf: 
^^ It seems to me that nothing could have been more sucoessfid 
as a first etTort, and it will place the torpedo among eeriam 
oiTensive means." {Metnoir, page 417.) The rqiort made the 
next day to the rear-admiral by the captain commanding is 
equally devoid of details : 

Unfted States SrsAinB New Iboebidbb^ 1 
Off Morris Islahd, South CaroUna, Oct G, ISda. > 

Sir : I liave the honor to report the circumstanoes attending the explo- 
sion of a torpedo against the side of the ship last night at a qoarter- 
past nine o'clock. 

About a minute before the explosion a small object was seen by the 
sentinels and hailed by them as a boat, and also by Mr. Howard, officer 
of the deck, from the gangway. Receiving no answer, he gave the order 
*'Fire into her;" the sentinels delivered their fire, and immediately the 
ship received a very severe blow from the explosion, throwing a column 
of water upon the spar-deck and into the engine-room. The object fired 
at proved to be (as I subsequently learned from one of the prisoners) a 
torpedo-steamer, shaped like a cigar, fifty feet long by five feet in diam- 
eter, and of great speed, and so submerged that the only portion of her 
visible wa^ the coamings of her hatch, which were only two feet above 
the water^s edge and about ten feet in length. 

The tor])edo-b()at was commanded by Lieutenant-commanding Glas- 
sell, formerly a lieutenant in our navy and now our prisoner. He statos 
that the exi>losi()n tlirew a cohimn of water over the little craft which 
put out the fires and left it without motive power, and it drifted past 
the ship. 

Nothing could be seen from the gun-deck, and to fire at random would 
endanger the fleet of transports and other vessels near us. The marine 
guard and musketeers on the si>.ir-deck saw a small object at which a 
very severe fire wax kept up until it drifted out of sight, when two of 
the mcmitors, the Weehawkon and Catskill, passed under our stern and 
wore close to it, when it suddenly disappeared ; two of our cutters were 
despatched in search of it, but returned without success. 
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I hope our fire destroyed the torpedo-steamer, and infer the fact from 
the statement of Lieutenant-commanding Glassell, who acknowledges 
that he and Engineer Tombs and pilot, who constituted the crew at the 
time of the explosion, were compelled to abandon the vessel, and, being 
provided with life-preservers, swam for their lives. Glassell hailed one 
of our coal-schooners as he drilled past, and was rescued from a grave 
he designed for the crew of this ship. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

S. C. Rowan, 
Captain commanding. 

The damages received by the New Ironsides in this encounter 
with the torpedo-boat would appear to have been exaggerated by 
the Confederate's in alM)ut the same degree as they were suppressed 
by the Union authorities. Many of the former assert without 
]>roof that the steamer was " crippled " or " disabled so as never 
to fire another shot." She was neither crippled nor disabled, 
and she did fire many shots again, as will be proved in the 
sequel. 

Her injuries, though not severe, were considerable,* and the 
general effect of the explosion was so formidable as to create 
to the end of the war the liveliest apprehensions of another 

* " November 18. Captain Rowan came on board to refwrt that in remov- 
ing coal in bunkers of Ironsides it was discovered that the injury from tor- 
pedo was very serious, and extended down toward the keel." — (Memoir DaM' 
greri, page 426.) 

In a paper contributed to the Journal of the Franklin httHtute^ February, 
1867, vol. liii. No. 2, by J. Vaughan Merrick of Philadelphia, the builder 
of the New In>n8ide«, it is briefly stated concerning the injuries that "be- 
yond driving a deck-lieam on end, to shattering a knee," no material damage 
was done to the ship. 

In tlie HiMory of the Confederate States AVrry, by J. Thomas Scharf, A. M., 
LL.I).. New York, Rogers A Sherwood, 1887, it is stated, chapter xxiii. page 
760: "Upon examining the New Ironsides it was found that the torpedo 
exploded only three feet under water, and against four and a half inches 
of armor and twenty -seven inches of wood backing. By the explosion the 
I^mderous ship was shaken from stem to stem. It knocked down a bulk- 
head, started some timbers, and threw two or three rooms into confusion. 
A marine was dashe<l against the ceiling and his leg broken, while several 
other men were slightly injured." By reference to the builder's paper in 
the Join-nnl of the Franklin LiMitiiie it will ap|>ear that the armor below the 
load-line for four feet was three inches thick, not four and a half, as stated 
by the author of the above history. His authority for i)articular8 is not 
given. 
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siich attack. The iitmoet vigilanoe and the mart elaborate ajb- 
tern of defense and prot^fsdon were immediately inaugurated 
and constantly employed by all the vesads off Charleatoo har- 
bor, and in particular by the Xew Ironsides. Picket-boots in 
abundant ii-ere on guard every night : hawsers rtrctched twenty 
feet distant around the frigate and the monitors, and held in 
place by projecting poles, acted as fenders against the dreaded 
danger. The frigate even employed two tugs to move aronnd 
her like satellites every night, while a revolving caldnm li^t 
flashed its rays in ever}' direction. Bnt the ship kept Iier 
anchorage, and remaineil on the station until June 6, 1864, 
having made a stay of eight months afler the oocurrenoe. 

In the extremely heavy bombardments of Fort Fisher at 
the entran<*e of Cape Fear River, North Carolina, tlie New 
In)nsidc8 took an active part. Under Rear- Admiral David 
I). Porter, and commanded by William Radford, commodore 
commanding inin-clad division, she was engaged at from thir- 
tc(*n to fifteen hundred yanls for five hours on the 24th, and 
for seven hours on the 25th of December, 1864. 

Again, on the days January 13, 14, 15, 1866, this ship^ 
l<»adin^ tin* iroiwla<l division, was engtiged alt<^;ether for tlie 
siKK*** of t\v(*nty-cijj:lit hours, making a total Iwfore Fort. Fisher 
ol' forty lioui^s in action on five days. During all this time no 
ininrv is roi)nrt(»(l ; onlv it is said hv her commander that the 
arniorcil v(»ssrls tbutrht ** without n^iviving any material dani- 
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Con)])il(Ml iVoin the lij^uns jrivon in the Jnnrnal of the Finnk- 
IIh Inslitiite an<l from the official rc])orts of the United Slates 
Navy, the f*ollowinj>: <'onsoli(hiti*<l statements may he relieil on 
as authoritative : 

In action off Chark^ston harl)or (July 18 to St»pt. 8, 1863), 
fj8 houi*s 49 minutes. 

NumlK'r of n)un(ls fireil, 43()1, of which 3300 were at Bat- 
t^TV Wai'uer. 

In same |x»rio(l receive<l 250 hits. 

In action off Fort Fisher (Dee. 24, 1864, to Jan. 15, 1865), 
40 liours. No r(K*onl of firing or hits (liscovere<l among the 
publisher! official r(»|H)rts. 
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The New Ironsides was destroyed by fire at her anchorage 
near I^eague Island, in the Delaware River below Philadel- 
phia, December 16, 1866.* 

^ The following incident is related in a note appended to the Memoirs of 
Rear-Admiral Dahlgren, chapter xiv. page 426: 

" After the Ironsides had been struck by ihe toriiedo it became important 
to know with certainty to wliat extent the hull had been afiected externally 
under the water. The divers were therefore directed to examine. Their 
l>oat WU8 bn)ught alongside and a diver descended. It was low water, and 
the instant was seized when the tide ceased to ebb. The diver went carefully 
over the part of the bottom at the damaged portion, and then, reaching the 
keel, concluded to pass under it and look at the other side. He had accom- 
plished this, and was on the other side, when he perceived that the ship was 
swinging to the newly-tlowing tide. He had found just space between the 
bottom and the keel to pas8 under, and now saw that the vessel in swinging 
would {)ass close to a shoal ridge of the sandy bottom, and even grind into 
it. This must inevitably cut otf' the slender and delicate tube which am- 
veycd air to him, and also sever the Hues by which, in case of accident, he 
was to be drawn up. In the silence and solitude of those dark waters there 
was no human hand to avert the fearful consequence. Fastened down by 
his heavy weights, it would be instant suffocation. 

'• With all the 8[)eed that his incumbrances permitted, he endeavored to 
reach the keel and pass under it before too late. The ship was coming roimd 
rapidly ; he passed his head and body, but began to feel the pressure of the 
keel against the soft ooze. With great effort he succeeded in dragging his 
tulH?fi and limlis clear, and the water l>ecame a little deeper; but one arm 
was HO i>ainfully cnished that it was some days before it was in a condition 
to use." 

OpininvH of Naral Officers, 

"The Ironsides is a fine, powerful ship." — (Rear-Admiral Dahlgken, 
June 28, 18G4.) 

"The New Ironsides I regard as a much more efficient type of iron-clad 
than the monitors just discussed, because of her possessing mlvantages over 
them in the particulars of fitness for general purfxiees, seaworthiness, relative 
strength of bottom or aljsolute capacity to endure vibration thereat, security 
again.st an antagonist vessel getting astride of her, speed, and habitability." 
— Rear-Admiral L. M. Goldsborough, Feb. 26, 1864.) 

** I have never yet seen a vessel that came up to my ideas of what is 
required for offensive operations as much as the Ironsides." — Rear-Admi- 
RAL D. D. Porter, Jan. 15, 1865.) 
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NOTES OF IKON-CLAD WABFABE, 1854-«S. 

t 

Kif^um, Black Sea {Forts and 8h^), October 17, 1864. 

Three French sea-going giinboata, clad with rolled-iron 
plates 4.33 inches thick, backed by eight inches of oak, canying 
each sixteen guns (68-pounders), engaged and silenced the Rus- 
sian batteries^ at close range, after five and a quarter hoars' 
firing: the gunboats were but little injured. 



Oiarledon Harbor, South Carolina {Fort and Baitariea)^ AprU 

12, 13, 1861. 

In the bombardment and capture of Fort Sumter by the 
Coiifinlcratcs, two iron-dad batteries bore a prominent part 
One wiis an earthwork for three guns, 8-inch colunibiads, pro- 
te(^te<l by a slanting shield (35°) of heavy timbers covered with 
niilway iron, the rails fitting mUy ea(;h other alternately up and 
down, and presenting on the outside a smooth surface kept well 
greju^nl for action. Tlie shots from Fort Sumter, for the m<ist 
part, glanced from this shield without penetration or injury. 
PlanncKl and constructed by C. H. Stevens of Charleston, after- 
ward brigadier-general, it was completely successful ; but later 
in the war such shields on the Western river-batteries were 
riddled by the lO-inch shot of the gunlwats. The other bat- 
tery, known as the " floating battery," was protected by a high 
bulwark and slanting roof of heavy timl)er, covered with iron 
plates of one and a half to two inches thickness ; its armament 
was four 42-jX)UTiders. It wa^ fref|uently hit, but not seriously 
damaged, by the guns of Fort Sumter. The pnyector and con- 
structor was Lieutenant J. 11. Hamilton of Charleston, an ex- 
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officer of the Unitetl States Navy, and, later, of the Confeilerate 
Navy. 

Oumbei'larul River, Tennessee (Forts and Ships), February, 1862. 

Fort Heni'y, February 6th. — Four iron-clad gunboats of Cap- 
tain Eads's construction, ]>lated with two and a half inches of 
iron over a bac^king of eight inches of oak, inclined 40°, carr}'- 
ing 15-inch and lO-inch guns; engaged fort fighting them with 
eleven guns until seven were silenced. Range from 1700 to 
600 yards. Action lasted 1 hour 15 minutes, and resulted in 
the surrender of the fort. One iron-clad (Eksex) entirely dis- 
abled. 

Fort Donelson, February 14ih. — Four gunboats, as above, 
fij^hting with twelve bow guns, engaged the fort, fighting with 
lO-inch guns. Range from 1700 to less than 400 yards. Action, 
lasting 1 hour 30 minutes, terminated in repulse of l)oats. The 
flag-ship St. Louis and the I^uisville were wholly disabled, the 
former having received 59 shots ; the two remaining lK)ats were 
also greatly damaged. 

Hampton Roads (Ships), Virginia, March, 186^. 

The Merrimac (Virginia), steam-frigate razeed, casemated sides 
slanting 35°, of wood twenty-four inches thick, <H>vered with four 
inches of iron, armed with eight 9-inch smoothbores and four 
7-inch and 6-inch Brooke rifles, engaged at dose quarters by 
the Monitor (Ericsson's plan), carrying two Xl-inch giuis, 
smoothl)ores, and covered on the turret with eight inches, (m 
the sides with five inches, of iron plating. This action of 
March 9th was three hours in length, and was a drawn 
battle. 

Captain Van Bnint, of the Minnesota frigate, reports that 
the Monitor withdrew first, and that then the Merrimac threat- 
ened to bear down on him. On April 1 1th and for several days 
following the Merrimac offered battle to the Monitor without 
success ; and on May 8th the entire Union fleet, including the 
Monitor, was chased by the Merrimac from Sewell's Point to 
Old Point. 
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Drewry^s Bluff, James Rivevj Virginia {Earthworks and Ships), 

May 15, 1862. 

Two armored and throe unarmored vessels engaged Confede- 
rate land-battery, armed witli three 8-inch (smoothbore) eolum- 
biads. After three honrs' fijriiting, at an average of about 800 
yanis, the Gralena (iron-olad) was jwnetrateil in many plaa*?* and 
dissibled, and the squadron retired, with loss of 14 killed and 
13 wounded. The bluff was somewhat over a hundred feet 
above the river. 

CharleMon Bar, South Carolina (Shijys), January 31, 1863. 

The Palmetto State and the Cliicora, Confederate irtm-olad 
gunl)oats, built with slanting casemated si<les of timber twenty- 
two indies thick, covered with four inches of iron, and armo<l 
with (5- an<l 7-inch rifles and with 8- and 9-inch smoothlxires, 
attackeil, damage<l, and drove off for seven hours the blockad- 
ing fleet of nine wootlen vessels. 

Great Of/eech/*e River, Georgia {Foti and Ships), March 3, 1863. 

Fort McAllister, seven guns, harmlessly lM)mI>anIed for eight 
hours by thnn* monitors, one of which, the Passaic, retireil with 
her deck ver}' badly injureil : range, ir)00 yards. 

Charleston Harbor, S. C. {Forts and Ships), April 7, 1863. 

The iron-clad squadron of nine vessels (one steam frigate 
and eight tiirrctcd l)oats) engage<l tin* forts and batteries at 
th(» entrance of the harlM)r for two hours and a half, when thcv 
were forced to witli<lniw, with more than half their nunilier 
jMirtially disabled, one sinking next morning. (The |)articu- 
lars are given fully in Chapter II. of this work.) 

Warsavj Sound, Georgia (Shijis), June 17, 1863. 

The Confederate iron-<'lad gunl>oat Atlanta, of the same build 
a*< the Palmetto State and Clii(*oni, <l(^Til>e<l alx)ve, wasattacke<l 
at short range, and (mptured after a brief engagement, by the 
Fcileral monitors Wwhawken and Nahant, armed with XV- 
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inch and Xl-inch smoothbores. The Atlanta grounded early 
in the action, became a fixed target for the Weehawken, and 
was badly damaged by her heavy shot. The Nahant took no 
part, but was coming forward when the surrender occurred. 

Pli/moiUhy N, C, and Albefnuirle Sound, N. C, Apiil. 19 

and Hay J, i<^6'-^. 

Confwlerate ram Albemarle, two 7-inch rifles, engaged two 
gunboats off Plymouth, sinking one and driving off the other. 
Again, in All)emarle Sound, when attacked by eight or nine 
gunboats, this ram disabled one, and, after fighting for three 
hours, retired at nightfall with no serious injury. Her armor 
resisted solid shot of IX -inch smoothbores and 6-inch rifles, 
action at close quarters. Destroyed by torpedo-boat at anchor- 
age, October 27, 1864. 

Molnle Bay (Shipft), Atigust 5, 1864-. 

The Confinlerate ram Tennessee, stronger than any other 
built at the South, exwpt the Arkansas, having an armor of 
six inches of iron laid upon twenty-five inches of timlx?r, 
slanted 45° from the deck, carrying six Brooke rifles, but with 
inferior steam-power, attacked the entire Union fleet of fifteen 
or more vessels, among them three monitors. Invulnerable to 
most of their broadsides, she was exposed to their ramming 
attacks without sufficient steam-power to avoid them. The 
X V-inch shot of the monitors fired with heavy charges fail^nl 
to penetrate her shield, with one exception. But with three 
|>()rl-shutters jammed, reduced to firing but three guns, with her 
smokepipe broken off* close to the upper deck, and her nidder- 
chains cut away, she l^ecame unmanageable and was surren- 
dereil. The fight was at very close quarters. 

Lussa, Adriatic Sea (Ships), July 20, 1S66. 

The Austrian fleet of seven armored and twenty unarmored 
vessels repulseil the Italian fleet of nine armore<l rams and 
frigates, two of which were lost. The casualties were heavy 
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on both sides. Italians, 650 drowned or killed and 40 vrvMind- 
ed ; Austrians, killed and wounded, 136. 

Pemvuin IIW, Ifjuiqiie Ilai-bor (8hip»\ May SI, 1879, 

The IlnaHcar and Indqiondcncia, Peruvian armored sliips, en- 
gaged two Chilian unarniored gunlxmts. One, die Eamendda, 
was sunk by the ram of the Hnascar. The Independenda, 
chasing the other gnnlxmty grounded| and surrendered under 
fire ; but the Huascar coming up, the gunboat left her prise 
and esc»i)ed. The Indei)endencia was fired and abandoned bj 
her crow. 

Cbojrf of Peru (Ships), Odobt)* 8, 1879. 

In this, the first and only action between seagoing iron-clad 
ship, the Peruvian steamer Huascar, armored on turret (revolv- 
ing) with but five and a half inches, and carrying four guns 
(two 10-inch smo()thlN)res and two 40-pounder Whitwortli rifles), 
was met by two Chilian men-of-war, the Almirante Gochranc 
and Blanco Encaluda, twin iron-clads. The latter, armored 
with nine inches of plating at water-level, from six to eight 
inches around tlic batteries, carried, each, six 9-inch Armstrong 
12-ton guns, firinj^ only Palliscr shells. Action began at long 
ranjjjc, with subsequent attempts at ramming and fighting at 
300 yards, dccTcased at times to 100, and even 50 yards ; la^teil 
one liour and a lialf, when the Iluascar, on fire, with three feet 
of water in the hold and nearly one-thinl of her crew killed or 
wounded, surrendered to the Chilians. The Hnascar firetl 20 
rounds : the other vessels, 77 tojrother. The Peruvian ship was 
greatly overniatchcHl in armor and ordnance. 

Alexandria y Ef/j/pf {Forfji and Shij)n)y Jnli/ 11, 1SS2. 

The English flc^t, eight iron-clad seagoing steamers, with five 
gunl)oats, carrying altojrether 102 giuis, destroyed the forts and 
batteric»s, after firing ten and a half hours, with little loss to 
thems(»lves (6 kilUnl and 28 Moiuidcd), but with great loss to 
the Egy])tians. The latter fought well, but with only 10-inch 
against 12-, 18-, 25-, and 81-t(m gmis, firing shells of 258, 410, 
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517, and 1704 ihhukIs weight. The English ships were pro- 
tiH'tcil by armor varying from five ami six inches to ten and 
twelve, and even from sixteen to twenty- four inches^ of iron. 
In the fleet some guns were disabled, one ship having been 
.struck twenty-five times. The forts (105 guns) had their 
strongc^st granite walls shivered, sometimes by a single shot, 
while sandbag work suffered little damage from the heaviest 
projectiles of the English. The strongest of the iron-elad 
ships was the Inflexible, of 9515 tons, 8483 horse-power, 23 
feet draught, and a sj^eed of 14.74 knots. She was armed 
with four 81 -ton guns of 16-inclT calibre, capable of penetrat- 
ing twenty-two inches of iron at 1000 yards. 

Note.— The Armstrong breech-loading rifle cannon, mnde for the Italian 
navyniul tested at Speziu, had a weight of 100 tonn; calibre, nearly 18 inches; 
length, 30 feet; diameter at breech^ about 5 feet 5 incheM; projectile of Kteel, 
about 4 feet inches long, weight 2000 pounds; charge, 471 to GOO iMiunds; 
greatest ])enetration, 30 inches of wrought iron. More than half the gun 
made of Kteel, the remainder being wrought iron. 

(September, 1887.) Knipp*a great gun for the Italian navy weighs 118 tons, 
is 45 feet long, and its internal calibre is nearly 16 inches, rifled with ninety- 
two spiral turns. It throws a steel projectile weighing nearly one ton, with a 
charge of six cwt. of brown prismatic powder, liaving an initial velocity of 
614 yards in a se(*ond and a range of nearly eight miles ; the shot can ]>enetrate 
a steel aruKU'-plale thirty-six inches thick immediately at the mouth of the 
gun, and a plate of twenty-nine inches thick, it is estimated, at a distance of a 
mile or more. 
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CX)L()NEL DAVID R HARRIS, CHIEF ENGIXEKR. 

X<> iu\N)imt ol' the dotenso of Charleston by the Coiifederntc 
iorcos would 1k» foinplete wittioiit the strongest testimony to the 
Servians renderiHl lor more than two voars by this distiDt;^i^$h»l 

otlutM'. 

A native of G<MK*hhind (?onnty, Vinrinia, lx>rn in 1813, ami 
ji:raduat(Ml at \\\st I\>int in tlie ehiss of 1833, he entered the 
IJnitcMl Stall's Arniv as a lientenant of tFie First Artiller\', and 
was soon after ap|)oint4.'d Assistant Professor of Engineering at 
tli(» jMilitarv Acjideniy. R(»signing his c^onimission abont the 
year 1836, he entered npon the <iniet life of a planter in his 
mother State, and en«rajrt*tl in that minipation with gooil snoecss 
for iipwanl of tweiitv-live veaiv. 

When the Confedi'racy callcMl for soldiers lie ix^jKiired to the 
front, serviiijx as raptain of Kno;iiieei>i on the staff of Genenil 
l>cann'<rard, and actively en«ra«rcHl in all ojxM'ations e*)nnivteil 
with ( Vntreville and Hull Knn. Snl)s<^inently onleriHl to the 
West, he had much to do with tli(» powerful batterit^s at Island 
\(». 10, ^[ississippi River, with Fort Pillow, Vieksbnrii:, and 
other phuxs. With (r<Mieral Brajr^ he went into Kentucky, and 
returned soon after to be ordered to Charleston witli General 
Beaurej^ard. Here, in the Department of South Candina, 
(leortria, and Flori«la, his time was busily (KTupitnl in the 
planning and construction of foi*ts and channel obstructions, 
heavy batteries and extensive lines. Major (and then Licuten- 
ant-(\)lonel) Harris btH-ame one of the most highly esteemed 
orticers of the (fcneral StaiV. 

Althouirh aidcMl by the superior knowledge of his command- 
ing general, he had laid upon himself chiefly the problem of an 
entirely new svstem of sea-coast defense, made neeessiirv sinee 

xlii 
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the first years of the war by the improvements in iron-elati shijxs 
and heavy artillery. And how skilfnlly he discliarged his dnties 
around Savannah and Charleston, along the eoast, up the inlets, 
on the banks, aid in the channels of deej), navigable estuaries, 
substituting new for old works, enlarging, strengthening, an<l 
jKTfecting on a scale never before contemplated, is amply 
prove<l by the records of Forts McAllister, Sumter, Wagner, 
and Moultrie, of James and Sullivan's Islands, under all their 
severe ordeals of fire. And how also, in the midst of it, he 
threw himself constantly among the troops that were most 
exposed, sharing their dangers and winning their admiration 
by the coolest courage, the memory of many a survivor will 
testify to this day. 

Suddenly called away to share with General Beauregard in 
the crisis of the defense of Petei>l)urg, Virgim'a, where new 
demands of skill in field- and siege-work were made ujwn him, 
he rose at once to the highest rt»ach of his engineering service, 
eomjHjlling admiration of his fertile ix?sources and indomitable 
spirit. But it was the last active duty of his life, for u|X)n his 
return to Charleston with the rank of brigadier-general, and as 
he was about to l>e put in command of its immediate defense, 
this soldier of manv battles was carried oflF bv a fatal attack of 
yellow fever, brought through the bloc*kade from the tropica and 
})r(»valent in the city at that time. His death occurred in Sum- 
merville, n(»ar Charleston, on October 10, 18G4. 

The following is a copy of the letter adilressed by General 
Bi»au regard to the widow of Colonel Harris : 

"Jacksonville, Ala, Octol»er 13, 1864. 

" Dear Madam : I have ju«t heard the painful news of the death by 
yellow fever, at Summerville, S. C, of your lamented husband, the late 
Colonel D. B. Harris of the Provisional Army, C. S., Engineers. By his 
demise the country has lost one of its ablest and most gallant officers, 
and I have lost one of my best and most valued friends. Peace be to his 
ashes ! He has died in a noble cause. 

" The cities of Charleston, S. C, and Petersburg, Va., should erect a 
monument to his memory. 

" With a sad and sympathizing heart, I remain, dear madam, 

" Your obedient and respectful servant, 

" G. T. Beauregard." 
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A wdl-morited tribute to hin merooiy in the editorial ooliunn 
of the Charledon Mercury ^ October 12thy condiicleB with theee 
words : '' He united in a singular dqpree all the qualities which 
render an officer valuable to his country and dear to his men. 
Wary, yet fearless as a lion, gentle in manner, yet endowed with 
extraordinary tenacity of purpose, fully versed in all the theories 
of military science, yet never spuming the suggestions of practi- 
cal good sense, a man of few words, yet always speaking to the 
point, of unblemished purity in pri\^te life, and above all, malest 
to a fault, he made himself beloved and honored wherever he 
went" 



APPENDIX E. 

THE STRATEGIC VALUE OF MORRIS ISLAND.' 

The .siihject irt amtroversial, but it is so important to a riglit 
estimate of* the defense of Charleston that some attention is due 
to it from every reader of this history, and more particularly 
from the military critic. 

At first, the issue joine<l between Brigadier-Greneral Ripley 
and General Beaureganl was upon the question of the (lefe)mve 
value of the island. It is not necessary to review the argu- 
ments, which may be read cursorily in Chapter IV. of this work, 
and in full in chapter xxxiii. of the Military Operations of Gen- 
eral Beauregard and in the appendix to the same. 

Later, the issue raised by Major-General Gillmore in his 
lie port of Operations proceeds upi^n a magnifying of the offen- 
sive value of the island. In so doing he is controverted by 
General Beauregsird in a paj^er contributed to the Noiih Araerv- 
cjin Beview, July y 1886, and proving that Charleston, not Morris 
Island, l)eiug the real object of military offensive operations, the 
j>osse.ssion of Morris Island was of little or no strategic value as 
a means to the end. 

Premising that a calm discussicm of the subject should carry 
with it no unwillingness to confess that errors were made in the 
Confederate defense, it is nevertheless the writer's pi'esent pur- 
j>ose to contend that the strategic value of Morris Island, whether 
defensive or offensive, was small indeed, even sup[>osing that the 
game of battle had been played without any oversights on either 
side. 

* The extensive changes of configuration nnd the inroads u)>on the island 
made by the ocean since the war rule this discussion out of all present or 
futue applications. 

21 xW 
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Let it be first considered that the gronnd in qnestion was an 
idmul^ separated fitnn the city by four miles of water and from 
the nearest island shore (James Island) by two miles of salt 
marsh intersected by creeks. The holding of this advanced 
jMJsition by any power in a defensive way most depend on easy 
as well as open communications. In the case of the Oonfed- 
eratcs the transportation was so constantly limited, inadequate^ 
and strained as to make the supplies and reliefe extremely oncer- 
tain and precarious. Even fresh water was a scaroe article. Yet 
it is obvious that occupation of such an island, if only to fore- 
stall an enemy armed with long-range guns, bestows upon it a 
relative value^ inasmucli as it diverts him from other more vital 
IK)iiit.s and gains time for interior protection. Bat if Morris 
Island had been abandoned to the Union army before its descent 
of July 10, 1863; if, unresisted, the long-range batteries liad 
opened on Charleston within a few days from the northern 
extremity, Cumming's Point, as they did in the fidl of that 
year, — what absolute value, with regard to the capture of the 
city or the evacuation of the harbor, would those batteries have 
I>os.sesse(l ? None at all. 

That the Confederate oocupation of the island, and the hold- 
m\r of it in the face of combined land and naval forces for nearly 
two months, did lend to it a relative defensive value must be 
fret»ly allowed. But all that twofold advantage, of diversion 
from James Island (the key of Charleston) and time gained for 
interior fortification, was due, not to the intrinsic defensive value 
of Morris Island, but to the fortuitous oversight of the other 
side, the error and failure of their powerful combined land and 
naval force to cut off communications lx>tween the island and the 
city, and even force the surrender of the garrisons of Wagner 
and Gregg. Both the Union commanders ])erceived this weak- 
ness and exposure of the defensive holding of the island. 

Rear-Adinind Dalil^ren was eager to land a regiment of 
mariiK^ on \\\q n^r of Batterv Wau^ner.* 

Elsewhere he writes General Gillmore : " I propose to land 

* J/«HoiV, page 406. 
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from boats one of your best regiments to assault the angle rear- 
ward and toward the water. I would also suggest a picked col- 
umn of three or four hundred men to attack the angle rearward 
and landward, passing up Vincent's Creek ; for this I will also 
endeavor to furnish boats." (Despatch July 20, 1863.) To this 

General Gillmore replied: "I am pleased with the project 

I also like your plan of assaulting the work. If the navy can 
furnish sailors and marines for one of the columns of attack, I 
will supply the other or others, and a combined attack can be 
made on the work." The same project was urged, later, by the 
general uj)on the rear-admiral, as follows : 

August 23, 1863: **I desire to call attention to the project 
frt»qucntly discussed and deemed practicable by us both, of 
investing Morris Island as soon as Sumter should be rendered 
harmless, and starving the enemy into terms. I think that I 
can close communication on my left as far out as to include 
Lighthouse Creek. Cannot picket-boats be managed between 
the mouth of that creek and your monitors, so as to complete 
the investment?" 

And again, September 3, 1863 : " The cutting off the enemy's 
communications with this island forms an important element in 
this plan, and I hope it may commence to-night." But it was 
never commenced ; it was n^lected. 

All this correspondence goes to prove that the absolute defen- 
sive value of Morris Island to the Confederates was small indeed, 
being only the result due to the neglect and oversight of their 
invaders, rather than to any intrinsic advantages of the island 
itself. It may l>e said that two attempts to assault Cumming's 
Point failed ; but the cutting of communications did not require 
an assault : it might have been effected by persistent dashes of 
armed Iwats upon the water, with fire of small-arms and how- 
itzers, or even by the steady use of the calcium light upon the 
point night after night. The Confederates were weaker on the 
water than on the land. 

But it has Ix^n said by some Confederate critics of General 
Beauregard that if Brigadier-General Ripley had been allowcil 
to fortify the southern end of Morris Island, " not a brick in 
Charleston woukl have been thrown down." Such language is 
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poetical : it necils to be translated into prose. The fiicte were 
that Morris Is<land ooiild not, throiigti hA of labor, be fortified 
as it should have been, exoept at the escpense and peril of James 
Island. There >\-as lai^k of troops on both islands. ** The hold* 
ing of the position (Morris Island) vras secondary to that of 
James Island, which must first be secured be}'ond peril, if pos- 
sible, of surprise and capture." (OoienU Beauregard to Sec- 
retarj- of War, July 20, 1863.) 

£von General Gillmore in his report goes out of his way to 
cstablisli the defensive value of Morris Island, {f/or^ij^{ accord^ 
ing to his plan. He says : '* With one sucli work kxnted on the 
site of Fort Wagner, and another on the higli sand-bluffs about 
two miles farther south, no enemy could have maintained a 
Iixlgment on the island for an hour.'' fiut what becomes of 
tiiat plan of landing from the fleet a column on the bead) in 
the rear of such a work — a plan that he liked, was ^ pleased 
with," when suggested by tlie admiral ? Or has he forgotten 
that investment of the island and ** starving the enemy into 
terms" which he vainly urgeil u(M>n the admiral? Either of 
tliose projects would have ])rovod fatal to the strongest and best- 
located works on Morris Island. 

II. 

But it is time to consider whether the island (tm justly be 
said to have any but the slightest offensii^ value in the strat^y 
of attack upon CharU^ston. 

Did the demolition of Fort Sumter from Morris Island set 
the l^nioii annv or navv one f(K)t nearer to Charleston than it 
had l)4'eii iH'fore, " that of course Ix^ing the ultimate object in 
view"? (General Gill luorc's Re]>ort.) 

Did the cxjKMulitiirc of fitty-ono rifltM^nnon, or, rather, did 
the loss of nearly three thousiiiid men, killed and wounded, on 
Morris Island, set forward the di^ired movement? 

Did the throwing of five thousand tons of metal at Forts 
Wagner and Sumter by the army and navy attain the end for 
which troops were sent by thousands to Grcnerals Gillmore and 
Foster, and ships were manned or armored and despatchcil by 
scores to Admiral Dahlgren? 
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Did the piles of rubbish here and tliere in the streets of 
Charleston sum up any grand results of long-range rifle prac- 
tice or of skilful sic^e-works on the narrow sea-beach of Morris 
Island, five miles distant? 

If these questions must all be answered in the negative — and 
there is no escape from it — the conclusion is forced that only the 
slightest value of the oflFensive kind belonged to the occupation 
of Morris Island. 

It may be contended that the blockade was made effective by 
tlie capture of the island. But this is not supported by General 
Gillmore's statement concerning Fort Wagner — ^viz. : " The fleet, 
in entering, was not obliged to go within effective range of its 
guns." (Report, page 43.) The main ship-channel could have 
been nightly strung with blockaders off Morris Island as well 
the year preceding its evacuation as the year following that event. 



The views above advanced may thus be summarized as con- 
clusive on these two |X)ints : 

1. The defensive value of Morris Island, qualified primarily 
by difficulties of supply and communication on the Confederate 
side, was impaired fiirther by rej)eated plans of investment, as 
feasible as they promised to l)e effective, on the Union side. But 
since these were never carried out, the island was proved by 
results to possess some relative defensive value in respect to 
time and diversion. 

2. The offensive value of Morris Island was little more than 
transforming to Fort Sumter, annoying to the transjwrtation of 
the harbor, and menacing to the city of Charleston. 
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REPORTS, CORRESPONDENCE, DESPATCHES, ORDERS, Etc Etc. 

CHAPTER II. 

The Capture of CharU4on — Fir4 InMrudionj^, 

[CoufidentiAl.] 

Navy Department. May 13, 1862. 

Sir : This Department hai* detennineil to capture Charleston as soon 
M Richmond falls, which will relieve the iron lioatr* Galena and Monitor. 
TheHe vesHelj*, and huch others as can be spared from Hampt4»n Roads, 
will be ftent to BulPs Bay under convoy of the Sus4]uehanna. 

The glorious achievements of our navy, inaugurated by youn<elf, give 
every rea^fon to hope for a successful is^ue at this point, where rebellion 
first lighted the flame of civil war. 

The War Department sends instructions to-day to General Hunter, with 
whom you will consult and with whom you will co-operate fully, unle« 
the move should be purely naval, when he will render you every assist- 
ance. Very respectfully, etc., 

Gideon Wells, 

Flag-Oflicer 8. F. DrPoJO', Secretary. 

Commanding S. A, B. Squadron, Port Royal ^ S, C 

Second InMrudions for the Capture of Charleston. 

[Confidential.] 

Navy Departmext, January 6, 1863. 

Sir: The New Ironsides, Passaic, Montauk, Patapsco, and Weehawken 
(iron-clads) have been ordered to, and are now on the way to join, your 
command, to enable you to enter the harbor of Charleston and demand 
the surrender of all its defenses, or suffer the consequences of a refusal. 

Cieneral Hunter will be sent to Port Royal with about ten thousand 

men, to act an shall be deemed best after consultation with yourself. 

The capture of this most important port, however, rests solely upon the 

success of the naval force, and it is committed to your hands to execute, 

1 
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with the confidence the Department reposes in your eminent ability and 
energy. Successful at Charleston, the only remaining point within the 
limits of your command is Savannah. If this place can be captured by 
the iron-clads^ attack it immediately under the panic which will be pro- 
duced by tiie fall of CharlesUm. If part only of the iron-clads are 
required to make the attack at Savannah (and I trust such may be the 
case), send off the remainder under careful towage to Pensacola. If 
Savannah cannot be attacked with iron-clads, send, immediately upon 
the fall of Charleston, the New Ironsides and two of the others (con- 
voyed) to Pensacola. Do not allow the New Ironsides to wait for her 
masts ; she can be convoyed. The importance of striking a blow at 
once at Mobile in the event of the fall of Charleston will be apparent 
to your mind. Very respectfully, 

Gideon Welles, 
Rear- Admiral S. F. DuPoNT, Secretary oj the Navy. 

Commanding S. A. B, Squadron, Port Royals S, C, 



[ConiSdential.] 

Navy Department, April 2, 1863. 

Sir : The exigencies of the public service are so pressing in the Gulf 
that the Department directs you to send all the iron-clads that are in a 
fit condition to move, after your present attack upon Charleston, directly 
to New Orleans, reserving to yourself only two. 

Very respectfully, Gideon Welle.s, 

Secretary of the Navy, 

Rear- Admiral S. F. DuPont, 

Commanding South Atlantic B. Squadron, Port Royal, S, C. 

(This despatch must have been received off Charleston about the time 
of the fight, April 7th.] 



DejqDatch of Bear-Admiral S, F, DuPont to Major- GreneraJ D, Hunter. 

Ironsides, April 8, 18G3. 
Major-General D. Hunter : 

My dear General : I attempted to take the bull by the horns, but 
he was too much for us. These monitors are miserable failures where 
forts are concerned : the longest was one hour, and the others forty-five 
minutes, under fire, and five of the eight were wholly or partially dis- 
abled. I am, general, yours most truly, 

8. F. DuPont. 
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Repart of Colonel Alfred Rhett of Engagement of 7th of April hdween 

Iron-dadi and Fort Sumter, etc. 

Head-quarters First South Carolina Artillery, 7 

Fort Sumter, April 13, 1863. ) 

Captain William F. Nance, A. A. G., First Mil. Dist, S. C. : 

Captain : I have the honor to make the following report : 

The Abolition iron-clad fleet, consisting of the frigate New Ironsides 
and eight monitors, appeared in sight on Sunday morning, April 5th, 
inst., crossed the bar the same evening, and anchored in the main ship- 
channel. 

At 2 o'clock P. M., April 7th, inst., the whole iron-clad fleet advanced 
to the attack in the following order: viz. four monitors were in the ad- 
vance, led by the Passaic ; the Ironsides came next, followed by three 
other single-turreted monitors; and the Keokuk, a double-turreted mon- 
itor, bringing up the rear. 

At thirty minutes past 2 P. M. the long-roll was beaten and every dis- 
position made for action. 

At fifty-five minutes past 2 P. M. the garrison, regimental, and Palmetto 
flairs were hoisted and saluted by thirteen guns, the band playing the 
national airs. 

At 3 o'clock p. M. the action was opened by a shot from Fort Moultrie. 
At three minutes past 3 p. M., the leading vessel having approached to 
within about 1400 yards of the fort, she fired two shots simultaneously 
— one a X V-inch shrapnel, which burst ; both passed over the fort. The 
batteries were opened upon her two minutes later, the firing being by 
battery. The action now became more general, and the four leading 
monitors taking position from 1300 to 1400 yards distant, the fire was 
changed from fire by battery to fire by piece, as being more accurate. 
The fire by battery was again resumed as occasion offered. The Iron- 
sides did not approach nearer than 1700 yards. The whole fire of the 
batteries engaged was concentrated on the Passaic for thirty minutes, 
when she withdrew from the engagement, apparently injured. The other 
ships, each in turn, received our attention. The fire of both Fort Moul- 
trie and this fort being now directed against the Ironsides, she imme- 
diately withdrew out of effective range. The other turreted monitors 
came under our fire in like manner as the preceding, slowly passing in 
front of the fort in an ellipse — one only, the last, approaching to about 
1000 yards. 

At five minutes past 4 p. M. the Keokuk left her consorts and advanced, 
bow on, gallantly to within 900 yards of our batteries. She received our 
undivided attention, and the effect of our fire was soon apparent. The 
wrought-iron bolb» from a 7- inch Brooke gun were plainly seen to pene- 
trate her turret and hull, and she retired in forty minutes, riddled and 
apparently almost disabled. 



REPORTS, CORRESPONDENCE, DESPATCHES, ETC. liii 

At twenty-five minutes past 6 p. M. the whole fleet withdrew. The 
iron-clads had been under our fire for two hours and twenty-five minutes. 
The Keokuk has sunk, one monitor was towed south on the morning of 
the 8th of April, instant, several were apparently injured, and the fact 
has been demonstrated that iron-clads of the monitor class are not 
invulnerable 

For the effect of the fire of the enemy upon the fort I would respect- 
fully refer to the report of engineer. 

One 8-inch columbiad, old pattern, chambered gun, exploded. This 
gun was being fired at about one degree elevation, and it is my opinion 
that its bursting was caused by the shot rolling forward when the gun 
was run into battery. In firing at low degrees of elevation and at depres- 
sion sabot -shot should be used. 

One 42-pounder rifled gun was dismounted by recoil and temporarily 
disabled. One 10-inch columbiad was disabled by having the rear tran- 
som of its carriage shot away. Both guns were again ready for action in 
a few hours. 

The garrison flag received a shot through the union. The regimental 
flag was much torn by fragments of shell. 

' The garrison, consisting of seven companies First South Carolina Artil- 
lery, was disposed of as follows : 

1st. Captain D. G. Fleming, with Company B, seventy-eight men, in 
command of east parapet battery, assisted by Lieutenants F. D. Blake 
and Iredell Jones. Lieutenant J. M. Rhett, Company A, although on 
sick report, was assigned temporarily to Company B. 

2d. Captain F. H. Harleston, with Company D, seventy-four men, in 
command of north-east parapet battery, assisted by Lieutenants McMillan 
King and W. S. Simkins. 

3d. Captain J. Gadsden King, with Company F, in command of north- 
west parapet battery, assisted by Lieutenants A. S. Gaillard, John Mid- 
dleton, and W. H. Johnson. 

4th. Captain J. C. Mitchel, with Company I, seventy-eight men, in 
command of west parapet battery, assisted by Lieutenant J. 8. Bee. 

5th. Captain J. R. Macbeth, with Company E, seventy-seven men, in 
command of mortar battery and east casemate battery, assisted by Lieu- 
tenant J. J. Alston. 

6th. Captain W. H. Peronneau, with Company G, seventy-seven men, 
in command of north-east casemate battery, assisted by Lieutenant E. S. 
Fickling. 

7th. Captain C. W. Parker, with detachment Company C, fifty-five 
men, and detachment Company E, in command of north-west casemate 
battery, assisted by Lieutenants G. E. Haynsworth and K. Kemper. 

8th. Lieutenant W. H. Grimball, with regimental band, fifteen men, 
in command of second-tier casemate battery. 

9th. Lieutenant William Clarkson, with detachment of twenty -five men 
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of Company B, CharleBton battalion, posted in neeaod tier of 
as nhsLTpbhooten. 

Lieutenant-Colonel J. A. Yates, having reported for doty on the morn- 
ing of the 7th of April, wa^ amigned to the immediate command of the 
parafpet batteries. The c&^mate batteries were under the immediate 
command of Major Omisby Blanding. 

The following is the number of guns brought into action : Two 7-tnch 
BffKike guns, four 10-inch columbiads, two 9-inch Dahlgrens, foar 8-inch 
crjlunibiads, four Vlll-inch navy-guns, seven banded and rifled 42- 
poundcTs, one banded and rifled 32-pounder, thirteen smoothbore 32- 
prjunders, seven 10-inch sea-cf>ast mortars. 

The following were the officers of the staff: Lieutenant 8. C. Boylston, 
Adjutant; Captain T. M. Barker, Assistant Quartermaster; Captain 
8. P. Ravencl, A. C. 8. ; Reverend N. Aldrich, Chaplain ; Sergeant- 
Major, C. P. Grunshig; and Quartermaster-8ergeant, William Nicoll. 
Lieutenant Charles Inglesby was Officer of the Day ; Lieutenant J. G. 
Hey ward was Officer of the Guard ; Lieutenant EL P. Ravenel was 
Acrting Ordnance Officer, as-^^isted by Lieutenant James B. Heyward, 
Lieutenant of Onl nance. 

The Mcilical Department was under charge of Surgeon Mat. 8. Moore, 
assisted by Assistant Hurgeon Samuel Muller. 

Mr. Edwin J. White was present as Acting Engineer Officer. 

The members of the Signal Cor|)s were — T. P. Lowndes, Arthur Grim- 
ball, and Joseph W. Sea!)rof)k. 

Several officers of General Ripley's staff" were present during the 
engagement, and, in the absence of General Ripley, tendered their ser- 
vices if} me. 

Captain Ikmjamin Read, Assistant Adjutant-General, Colonel Edward 
Manigault, and Colonel St. Clair Dearing were present, having tendered 
their s<Tvices also. 

Mr. Lacoste also was present and rendered efficient service. .... 

For expenditure of ammunition I would respectfully refer to enclosed 
refM)rt of Ordnance Officer. 

For a list of casualties I would also refer to enclosed Surgeon's report. 

At 9 o'clock A. M., April 8th, the Keokuk was seen to sink near Morris 
Island beach, where she now lies. 

Respectfully submitted, Alfred Rhett, 

Chlonely commanding, 

[Author's Note. 

It is to be rcgrette<l that no complete roster of this fine regiment has 
yet been obtained. As supplementary to the names of officers given 
almve in Colonel Rhett's report or mentioned elsewhere in this volume, 
the following are added, and may be considered accurate as fisur as 
they go: 
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Company A : Captain William Campbell Preston, promoted major and 
transferred to the West, serving under Generals Johnston and Hood 
until he was killed in action near Atlanta, Ga., July 20, 1864. 

Captains H. S. Farley and J. A. 8itgreaves, Lieutenants T. G. Dargan, 
Furnian Dargan, Eldred Sinikins, John Harleston, James S. Reynolds, 
James L. Robertson, Alfred Ayer, H. W. DeSaussure, T. Middleton, 
W. E. Erwin, Oscar La Horde, Henry M. Stuart. (The two last named 
were killed in action at Avcrysboro', North Carolina.)] 

W. F. CoLCOCK, Jr. 



Rear-Admiral DuPonfa Report of the Attack. 

)E8, ) 

•il8. 1863.) 



Flagship New Ironsides, 
Inside Charleston Bar, April 



Sir: I yesterday moved up with eight iron-clads and this ship, and 
attacked Fort Sumter, intending to pass it and commence action on its 
north-west face, in accordance with my order of battle. 

The heavy fire we received from it and Fort Moultrie, and the nature 
of the obstructions, compelled the attack from the outside. It was fierce 
and obstinate, and the gallantry of the officers and men of the vessels 
engaged was conspicuous. 

This vessel could not be brought into such close action as I endeav- 
ored to get her: owing to the narrow channel and rapid current she 
became partly unmanageable, and was twice forced to anchor to prevent 
her going ashore, once owing to her having come into collision with two 
of the monitors. She could not get nearer than 1000 yards. 

Owing to the condition of the tide and unavoidable accident, I had 
been compelled to delay action until late in the afternoon ; and toward 
evening, finding no impression made upon the fort, I made the signal 
to withdraw the ships, intending to renew the attack this morning. 

But the commanders of the monitors came on board and reported 
verbally the injuries to their vessels, when, without hesitation or consul- 
tation (for I never hold councils of war), I determined not to renew 
the attack, for in my judgment it would have converted a failure into a 
disaster ; and I will only add that Charleston cannot be taken by a 
purely naval attack, and the army could give me no co-operation. Had 
I succeeded in entering the harbor, I should have had twelve hundred 
men and thirty-two guns, but five of the eight iron-clads were wholly 
or partially disabled after a brief engagement. 

The reports of the commanding officers will be forwarded with my 
detailed report, and I send Commander Rhind home with this despatch, 
whose vessel sank this morning from the effects of the bombardment 
yesterday, and who will give the Department all the information it 
may desire. 

I have alluded above only to Forts Sumter and Moultrie, but the 
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WASHiKGTOiry April 18, 1868. 

Hold joor poNtion inMde the bar near CbarieBtoo, or, if yon shall 
have left it, return to it and hold it till further ordera. Do not allow 
the enemy to erect now batteries or defenaeB on Iforria Uand. If Jhe 
has begun it, drive him out. I do not herein order yoti to renew the 
general attack Tiiat is to depend on your own diaeretion or a fhithcr 
order. 

Admiral DrPoxT. A. Lnroour. 

[The ad mi ml had loA Charleston before this despatch was sent, and 

did not return in>id<.' the bar.j 



Further Ini^trurtionjt of the President 

EXFXTTIVE MAK8ION, I 

Washington, April 14, 1863. ) 

This is intenthnl to clear up an apparent inconsistency between the 
recent order to continue operations.ln^tore Charleston, and the former 
one to remove to anotlier point in a certain contingency. No censure 
upon you, or cither of you, is intende<l : we still hope that, by cordial 
and judici<ms co-operation, you can take the batteries on Morris and 
Sullivan's Islands and Fort Sumter. Rut whether you can or not, wo 
wish the demonstration kept up for a time, for a collateral and very 
important object. We wish the attempt to he a real one (though not 
a desperate one) if it affords any considerable chance of success. But 
if prosecuted as a tlemomtration only, this must not become public or 
the whole effect will be lost. Once again before Charleston, do not 
leave till further orders from here : of course this is not intended to force 
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you to leave unduly exposed Hilton Head or other near points iu your 

charge. Yours, truly, 

A. Lincoln. 
General Hunter and Admiral DuPont. 

P. S. Whoever receives this first, please send a copy to the other 
immediately. A. L. 



Major Echols's Report of the Attach 

' ,.1 



C. S. Engineer's Office, 
Charleston, S. C, April 9, 1863. 



Major D. B. Harris, Chief Engineer Department : 

Major: I have the honor to make the following report of the en- 
gagement between Fort Sumter and the enemy's iron-clad fleet on the 
7th of April, 18G3, at 3 o'clock p. M., lasting two hours and twenty-five 
minutes. 

The incidents which transpired during the engagement are based 
upon information received from the officers in charge of the works, 
but more particularly from the observations of Colonel Rhett, com- 
manding Fort Sumter, and Lieutenant S. C. Boylston, Adjutant First 
regiment South Carolina Artillery, who made special observations during 
the whole action; the remainder from my personal inspection afterward. 

The leading vessel received the first gun of the engagement. It was 
fired by Fort Moultrie, and was immediately followed by a volley from 
Fort Sumter, which had previously trained her barbette guns on the 
buoy, and opened fire by battery when that position was reached. 

The first turret opened fire at five minutes past three, and moved 
backward, thus developing the manoeuvre of attack. At this moment 
the engagement became general. The second turret passed the first, 
fired, moved backward; the first moved forward, passed the second, 
fired and backed, then retired from action, the other turrets manoeuv- 
ring in the same relative manner, each time nearing or receding a little 
from the fort, in order not to present a permanent target. 

The Ironsides, when at 1700 yards from Moultrie and 2000 yards 
from Sumter, stopped, discharged a battery at the former, and imme- 
diately drew upon herself a heavy fire; numbers of shot were seen to 
strike her, and several to penetrate. Apparently deeming 2000 yards too 
close quarters, she retired out of range after an engagement of forty-five 
minutes. The Keokuk at five minutes past four defiantly turned her 
j)row toward Sumter, and, firing from her forward turret, moved up for 
close action. The guns of Sumter, Moultrie, Bee, and Cumming's Point 
were all concentrated upon her. Her turrets received numbers of well- 
directed shots, several evidently penetrating and damaging in their 
effects. When within 900 yards of Fort Sumter she was struck near 
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tlic l)<>w by a wrought-iron bolt (117 pounds) from a 7-inch Brooke's 
riflo en harbrfte. The bolt penetrated, ripping up a plating about six 
fiH't long and two and a half wide. Upon thin she stopped, seemed 
dixabh'd lor a few minutes, then turned to the channel and proceeded 
toward the bnr, at forty-five minutes past four. 8he sank off the south 
end of Morris Island at half-past eight o'clock the following morning: 
her smokestack and turrets are now visible at low water. From her 
wreck float<Hl ashore a book, a spy-glass, and pieces of furniture be- 
spatteriKl with bl<MKi and showing small fragments of iron sticking id 

tliem To the best of my judgment according to the effect, eight 

XV-ineh shells struck the faces: two of these penetrated the wall of the 
eastern face, just l)elow the embrasures in the second tier, next to the 
east /Htu-roupCf not seriously damaging the masonry ; one, exploding in 
the Ciuxeniate, set fire to some bedding; the other passed through a win- 
dow and burst in the centre of the fort. Several exploded in contact 
with the wall, by which the principal craters appear to have been 
formed ; one passinl over the parapet into the quarters on the western 
side, ex|>lode(l, damaging several walls; five Xl-inch shot struck the 
faces, one penetrating near one of the same embrasures pierced by the 
XV-inch shell, broke through and stuck in the interior walls of the 
quarters; only one impression presented any appearance of a rifle pro- 
jectile Our projectiles generally broke in pieces, as could be seen 

by frajrments falling in the water or bounding from the vessel. One, 
aOer strikiiijr, was observed to drop and rest at the foot of the turret 

St»veral of the smokestacks were riddled 

I arriviMl at lM»rt Sumter about two o'clock at night after the engage- 
ninit, and I'omul Mr. K. .1. White, Assistant Engineer, busily engagetl 
ImiMiiiiT with santlliap* in the casemates, first and second tiers, behind 
the <laina^i'«l walls; seviral of them were comi)leted and considerably 
strenirilnMUMl. This work was continued all night and the next day by 
till* irarrison an«l the fifty neirroes who had been employed at the fort 
and rrniain«Ml diirinL'^ the en»ra^einent. On the following morning the 
tleet lay iiisitle the bar, in the same line of battle in which they ap- 
proached the first one about two and a half miles from Si^umter and 
oiu' jind a half miles from Morris Island. Men were visible all dav on 

• 

the turnt <d' one, hammerinir, evidently repairing her plating. About 
noon one of the turrets went south, probably to Port Royal for repairs. 

The Ironsiiles has ke]>t up a full liead of steam since the engagement, 
as can be seen bv her eonstanilv blowiniir off. Three shot-marks are dis- 
tinetlv seen in the stern, two just above the water-line. 

The " Devil " (torpedo-raft) floated ashore on Morris Island, the cables 
by which it was attacluMl to the turret's bow having been cut away. It 
is prohahle that the '* Drvil." becoming unmanageable, was the cause of 
the turret retiring early from the action. It appears to be a m:issive 
structure, cimsisiing of two layers of whit<?-pine timbers, eighttn^'n inches 
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square, strongly bolted together ; having at one end a re-entering angle 
twenty feet deep to receive the bow of the vessel. In dimensions the 
"Devil " was fifty/feet long and twenty-seven feet wide — a layer of bev- 
elled timbers on the front form a bow ; on the deck were seven heavy iron 
plates with hawser-holes, through which passed chains directly down 
and over the sides ; to these at the sides and bow were suspended under- 
neutli grappling-irons with double prongs; in the countersinks of the 
plates were loose iron rollers, apparently to facilitate the drawing of 
the chains through the holes when the grapnels took hold, so as to bring 

to the surface whatever may have been caught 

Very respectfully, 

Your most obedient servant, 

Wm. H. Echols, 
Official : Major Engineers, 

G. Thos. Cox, Lieutenant Engineers, 



Report of Brigadier- General J, IT. TrapieTy C, S, Army, command- 
ing on Sidlivana Island ^ 7th of April, 1803, 

Head-quarters 2d Subdivision 1st Mil. Dist., ) 
Sullivan's IslJlnd, April 13, 1863. J 

Captain : I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
action of the 7th inst. between the enemy's fleet of iron-clad war-vessels 
and the forts and batteries on this island. 

At about 2 o'clock p. M. on that day it was reported to me that the 
movements of the fleet, which had been for some hours anchored within 
the bar, were suspicious, and that some of the vessels appeared to be 
advancing. So stealthily did they approach, however, that not until 
2.30 o'clock did I become convinced that the intentions of the enemy 
were serious, and that the long-threatened attack was about to begin. I 
immediately repaired to Fort Moultrie, where I had previously deter- 
mined to make my head-quarters during the action. Slowly but steadily 
the iron-clads approached, coming by the middle or Swash Channel in 
single file, the Passaic (it is believed) in the van, followed by the rest 
(eight in number) at equal distances, the flagship New Ironsides occupy- 
ing the centre. At 3 o'clock Colonel William Butler, commanding in 
the fort, reported to me that the leading ship was in range. I ordered 
him immediately to open his batteries upon her, which was done promptly, 
and the action began. Fearing that the range was rather long for effect- 
ive work, the firing after a few rounds was suspended for a short time, 
but finding tliat the enemy reflised closer quarters, there was no alterna- 
tive but to engage him at long range or not at all. We decided upon 
the former, and Fort Moultrie again opened her batteries. Batteries 
Bee aad Beauregard had also by this time opened fire, and the action 
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had become general. It soon became obyiona thai the enemy's intentioii 
wafl to fight, and not to run by, and orden were given to '* train " on 
vessels nearest in and to fire by battery. Volley after Tolley waa deliT- 
ered in this way, but, although it was plain that oar shot repeatedly 
took effect — ^their impact against the iron casing of the enemy being 
distinctly heard and seen — ^yet we could not diaoover bat that the Ibe 
was indeed invulnerable. 

About 5.80 p. Bf., or after the action had lasted aboat two hoors and a 
half, the enemy slowly, as he had advanced, withdrew fWmi the contest, 
apparently unharmed, so far, at least, as his powen of locomotion went. 
Subsequent events have happily revealed the (set tliat one at least of our 
enemy's " invulnerables " has given proof that brick walls and earthen 
parapets still hold the mastery. 

The nearest that the enemy ventured at any time to Fort Moaltrie 
was estimated at 1000 yards; to Battery Bee, 1600 yards; to Battery 
Beauregard, 1400 yards. 

Fort Moultrie was garrisoned by a detachment from the First regiment 
South Carolina regular Infantry, Colonel William Butler commanding, 
assisted by Major T. M. Baker, and consisted of the following com- 
panies : Company A, Captain T. A. Huguenin ; Company £| Oiptain 
K. Press Smith, Jr. ; Company F, Captain Burgh 8. Bnhiet; Company 
G, First Lieutenant £. A. Erwin commanding ; Company K, Captain 
C. H. Rivers. 

Battery Bee was garrisoned by another detachment from the same 
regiment, commnnded by Lieutenant-Colonel J. C. Simkins, and con- 
sisted of the following companies : Company C, Captain Robert De 
Treville; Company H, Captain Warren Adams; Company I, Captain 
W. T. Tatom. Colonel L. M. Keitt, Twentieth regiment South Carolina 
volunteers, by my consent, took post at Battery Bee, and remained there 
(luring the action. 

Battery Beauregard was under the command of Captain J. A. Sit- 
greaves, First South Carolina regular Artillery, and was garrisoned by 
the following companies : Company K, -First South Carolina r^ular 
Artillery, First Lieutenant W. E. Erwin commanding; Company B, 
First South Carolina regular Infantry, Captain J. H. Warley com- 
manding. 

It gives me pleasure to have it in my power to report that not a single 
casualty occurred among any of these troops, with the exception only 
of one in Fort Moultrie. Early in the acti{m our flagstaff was shot 
away, and in falling struck Private J. S. Lusby, Company F, inflicting 
a severe wound, from which he died in a short time. Neither the fort 
itself nor its material wjis in the least injured. 

It is due to the garrison of Fort Moultrie, and their soldierly and 
accomplished commander, Colonel ButltT, that I should not close this 
report without bearing testimony to the admirable skill, coolness, and 
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deliberation with which they served their guns. They went all, men as 
well as officers, to tlieir work cheerfully and with alacrity, showing that 
their hearts were in it. There was enthusiasm, but not excitement. 
They lost no time in loading their guns, but never tired hastily or with- 
out aim. The reports of Colonel Keitt, Lieutenant-Colonel Simkins, 
and Captain Sitgreaves give me every reason to believe that the gar- 
risons of Batteries Bee and Beauregard acquitted themselves equally 
well, and are equally entitled to the thanks of their commander and 
their country. Colonel Butler makes honorable mention of the follow- 
ing officers : 

Captain William H. Wigg, A. C. S., when the flagstaff was shot away 
prom{)tly mounted a traverse and placed the regimental flag in a con- 
spicuous place upon it. Captain O. A. Wardlaw, Assistant Quarter- 
nuister, and Lieutenant and Adjutant Mitchell King, and First Lieuten- 
ant I). Ct. Calhoun, were likewise prompt in placing the battle and gar- 
rison flags in conspicuous positions. Lieutenant Williams, Ordnance 
Officer, is also favorably mentioned. 

To Captains William Greene and B. G. Pinckney of my staff*, and 
First Lieutenant A. H. Lucas, my aide-de-camp, I am indebted for val- 
uable assistance; and my thanks are also due to Lieutenant-Colonel 
O. M. Dantzler and Dr. G. W. Westcott, volunteer aides for the 
occasion. 

I have the honor to transmit herewith a statement in tabular form, 
showinjr the expenditure of ammunition at Fort Moultrie and the bat- 
teries during the action. 

All which is respc»ctfully submitted, 

J. H. Trapteu, 
Brigadier- General^ commanding. 

Captain W. F. Nance, A, A.-O. 



Report of Major C. K. Huger, South Carolina Artillery , commanding 
' Artillery on Morris Island. 

Battery Wagner, Morris Island, ) 
April 8, 1863. ) 

Colonel : I have the honor to report that during the engagement 
yesterday this battery fired twenty-two shots, and the one at Cumming's 
Point sixty-six: nobody hurt at Cumming's Point, but I regret to have 
to report that from the accidental explosion of an ammunition-chest I 
have had at this battery eight casualties — viz. killed, Sergeant G. W. 
Langley, Privates Amos Fitzgerald and Jerry Dyer; wounded, Second 
Lieutenant G. E. Steedman, not dangerously ; Corporal Matthew Martin ; 
Privates, Samuel Red, seriously ; Marion Quillan and Thomas Prince, 
22 
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ttligfaUy; tola], 8 killed and 5 froanded, mU of the llalliewcs Artilkiy, 
CapUin J. Baien Mathewea. 

There was no opportunity for any diaplay of gallantry, but all did 
their doty with cheerfulnew and prompCneM. The gana of thia battery 
were of too light a calibre to be of miich aerTioe,biit those at Commiiig's 
Point (Battery Gregg), under the immediate command of Lieutenant 
H. R. Lesesne of Fint Artillery, were much heaTier, and the firiqg was 
particularly good. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

C. K. HuOBS, 
Major^ eommamdmg ArtUknf MmrrlM IdtmdL 
Colonel R F. Graham, 

(JbmmoMdimg Morrii I$iamd. 

(In reply to a statement of Hon. William H. Seward, U. 8. Secretary 
of Sute, that the attack of the 7th of April " fiuled beeanae the rope 
ulMt ruction in the channel fouled the screws of the Iron-dads, and onm- 
{telled tliem to return after parsing through the fire of the batteries^" 
tlie following extracts fn>m letters of Brigadier-General Ripley, Golonel 
Butler, and Colonel Khett will be found important:] 

Hbad-quartebs iBT MiL. DiST., ) 
Charleston, Oct 12, 1868. i 

I have to remark that the statement is simply false. The mendacious 

particulars are — 

1st. ** That the ro|)e olistructions fouled the screws of the iron-clads," 

etc. Tlu^se would probably have fouled the screws, besides producing 

otlior effects, but no Abolition iron-clad came within 300 yards of them. 

2d. "After passing the fire of the batteries." But one of the fleet 

caiue within IKK) yanls of Fort Sumter or KKK) from the batteries on 8ul- 

li van's Island None ever came within effective range of the 

heavicstt batteries at all 

R. S. Ripley, 
Brigadier- General^ comnuutding, 
Brigadier-General Thomas Jordan, 

Chii'f of Staff. 

Head-quarters Artillery W. end Sullivan's I., ) 

Oct. 9, 1863. i 

Caitain : . . . . The «tatement of Mr. Seward is, I beg leave to say, 
iiu'orri'ct in Hcveral particulars. Beinp in a position where I could obtain 
a ^(mkI view of tiie action, I submit as a fact that none of the iron-dads 
approachcHl within several hundred yards of the olistructions, and there- 
fore the screwa could not have been fouled by them The iron- 
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dads were not, at any time, within fair range of the heaviest guns in 

position on Sullivan's Island 

William Butler, 
Captain W. F. Nance, Colonel^ cainmanding. 

Assistant Adjutant- General First AltlUary District, 

Head-quarters Ist Reot. South Carolina Artillery, j 

Charleston, Oct. 12, 1863. J 

General: .... The obstructions lay between Forts Sumter and 
Moultrie. During the attack on Fort Sumter 1 was on the parapet of 
the fort, observing closely with a glass, and causing notes to be taken 
of the |)r()gress of the fight in regard to time, distances, movements, and 
results. So far from passing through the fire of our batteries, the object 
of the enemy appeared to be to engage Fort Sumter at the longest effect- 
ive range of their XV-inch guns. At no time did any of them enter 
within the fire of our heaviest batteries, which did not bear out to' sea. 
The leading vessel, the Weehawken, approached, under the fire of our 
guns, as near as 1300 yards of Fort Sumter and 600 yards of the ob- 
structions, and passed back out of range in an ellipse. The other vessels 
in turn followed the course of the Weehawken, the Ironsides having 
come to anchor at about 1800 yards from Fort Sumter and about one 
and a quarter miles from the obstructions. Two vessels only, the Keokuk 
and the Nahant, the last engaged, came nearer than 1300 yards of Sum- 
ter. The Keokuk left the line and came in toward the fort about 900 
yards. Becoming disabled by the effect of our shots, she drifted in with 
the Hood- tide to about 300 yards of the obstructions, when she managed 
to get under way again, and passed out of range in a sinking condition. 
The next morning she sank in shoal water in full view. This was the 
only vessel that came at any time as near as 300 yards of the obstructions. 
The Nahant, in support of the Keokuk, came as near as 1100 yards from 
Sumter, and occupied that position for a short time. 

Alfred Rhett, 
Coloiicfj commanding First regiment S, C, Artillery. 

General Thomas Jordan, 

Chief of Staff. 



Hd-qrs. Dept. South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida, | 

Charleston, S. C, April 22, 1863. I 

General S. Cooper, 

Adjutant' and Inspector- Genera l^ Richmond, Va, : 

General : The work on the marine torpedo-ram is at a standstill for 

want of material and money. It will be remembered that the work was 

undertaken with the understanding that the sum of $50,000 would be 

supplied by the State of South Carolina, and such material as the Navy 
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Department had available. .... Meantime^ the ginefti value of ika 
invention has been demonatimted ao as to secure general eonvictioo; aid 
Captain Tucker, commanding Confederate States naval fynsm afloat on 
this station, declares unhesitatingly that this one machine of war, if 
finished, would be more effective as a means of defense and olfenae thsa 
nearly all the iron-clads here, afloat and building — a fiust of which I aa . 
fully assured. Had it been finished and afloat when the enemy's imb* 
dads entered this harbor several weeks ago, but few of them |Mt>bably 
would have escaped. Be that as it may, I trust the Department will 
have the matter inquired into; that is, the relative value, as war-engine^ 
of the Lee torpedo-ram and of the iron-clad rams Chioora and PklmeCto 
State and others of the same class now building in tfaia harbor, to the 
absorption of all the material and mechanical resourcea of this sectioB 
of the country. 

I cannot express to the War Department in too strong terms my sense 
of the importance of the question involved, and of ita intimate ooo* 
nection with the most effective defense of this position. I do not desire 
to impose my views, but feel it my duty to urge an immediate investiga- 
tion by a mixed board of competent officers, to determine whether it be 
best for the ends in view to continue to appropriate all the material and 
employ all the mechanical labor of the country in the oonstrucdoo of 
vessels that are forced to play so unimp<Htant and passive a part as that 
which Captain Tucker, C. S. Navy, their commander, officially declares 
to me must be theirs in the future as in the past. .... 

G. T. BEAUBBaABD, 

Generai, commanding. 



CHAPTER III. 



Letter of tJie Secretary of the Nat^y to Rear-Admirai DuPbnt in Bephf 

to Dettpatch of April 22d. 

Navy Department, May 15, 1868. 

, . . . " While complaining of the criticism of the Baltimore paper, 
you express your disappointment that your official report is not pub- 
lislied. What public benefit, let me ask, could be derived firom its pub- 
licity? .... 

'* I have not published your reports because, in my judgment, duty to 
the country forbade it. They may justify the failure at Charleston and 
excuse your abandoning, after a single brief effort, a purpose that the 
nation had deeply at heart, and for which the Department had, with 
your concurrence and supposed approval, made the most expensive and 
formidable preparations ever undertaken in this country ; but such pub- 
lications could have inspired no zeal among loyal men and would have 
encouraged those in rebellion. 
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" In abandoning the great object for which we have labored for so 
many months, and precipitately withdrawing from the harbor, your 
motives have not been questioned; but I have not deemed it expedient 
or wise to publish to the world your reports of your failure and your 

hopelessness of success It has not appeared to me necessary to 

your Justification that the powers of assault or resistance be depreciated, 
and I regret that there should have been any labored effort for that 
purpose." Very respectfully, 

Gideon Welles, 

Secretary of the Navy, 
Rear-Admiral S. F. DuPont, 

Commanding S, A, B, Squadron, Port Roycd, S, C 



Rear-Admiral DuPonfa Reply to the Secretary of the Navy. 

Flagship Wabash, ) 

Port Royal Harbor, May 27, 1863. 1 

. . . . 'T desire to call the attention of the Department to the state- 
ment that I precipitately withdrew from the harbor of Charleston, aban- 
doning the great object for which we had labored for so many months. 
This charge is a serious one and highly derogatory to my professional 
character. When I withdrew the iron-clad vessels from action on the 
evening of the 7th of April, I did so because I deemed it too late in the 
day to attempt to force a passage through the obstructions which we had 
encountered, and I fully intended to resume offensive operations the next 
day ; but when I received the reports of the commanders of iron-clads 
as to the injuries those vessels had sustained, and their performance in 
action, I was fully convinced that a renewal of the attack could not 
result in the capture of Charleston, but would, in all probability, end 
in the destruction of a portion of the iron-clad fleet, and might leave 
several of them sunk within reach of the enemy (which opinion, I after- 
ward learned, was fully shared by all their commanders). I therefore 
determined not to renew the attack. 

" But had not my professional judgment, sustained by all my com- 
manding officers engaged in the attack, decided against further opera- 
tions, I would have felt compelled by the imperative order of the De- 
partment, dated the 2d of April and received the 9th, to withdraw my 
vessels. The words of this despatch I beg leave to recall to the atten- 
tion of the Department : 

'*'The exigencies of the public service are so pressing in the Gulf 
that the Department directs you to send all the iron-clads that are in a 
fit condition to move after your present attack upon Charleston, directly 
to New Orleans, reserving to yourself only two.' 

Accompanying this despatch was an unofficial letter from the Assist- 
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ant Secretary giving the reasons for this order, and closing with the 
remark : * This plan has been agreed upon ailer mature consideration, 
and seems to be imperative.'" 

S. F. DuPoNT, 

Bear-AdtHiraL 



[From BnWea and Leaders of the Civil War, Centary Co.] 
SouUi Atlantic Blockading Squadron {Januari^uly, ISG3), 

Rear- Admiral S. F. DuPont, commanding ; Commander C. R. P. Bodqebs^ 

Chief of Staff. 

Screw Frigate. — Wabash— Com. T. G. Corbin, one 150-pounder 
Parrott, one X-inch, one 30- pounder Parrott, forty-two IX-inch. 

Screw Sloops. — Pawnee — Com. G. B. Balch, eight IX-inch, one 100- 
pounder Parrott, one 60-pounder Dahigren ; Canandaigua — Capt. J. F. 
Green, two Xl-inch pivot, one 150-pounder Parrott pivot, three 20- 
pcmnder Parrotta, two 12-pounder rifle howitzers, two 12-pounderS. R 
howitzers ; Housatonic — Capt. VV. R. Taylor, one Xl-inch, one 100- 
pounder Parrott, three 30-pounder Parrotts, four 32-pounders, one 12- 
poiindor S. B. howitzer, one 12-pounder rifle howitzer; Mohawk — Com. 
A. K. Hughes, six 32-pounder8, one 24-pounder S. B., one 12-pounder 
howitzer. 

SiDEWHEEL Steamer. — Powhatan — Capt. S. W.Godon,Capt. Charles 
Stoedman, Hev(*n IX-inch, one 100-pounder Parrott pivot, one Xl-inch 
pivot. 

Gunboats. — Wissahickoh — Lieut. -Com. J. L. Davis, one l»50-pounder 
Parrott j>ivot, one 20-pounder Parrott pivot, two 24-pounder S. B. howit- 
zers, one 12-pouiidor rifle howitzer; Seneca — Lieut.-Com. William Gib- 
son, one Xl-inch pivot, one 20-poun(ler Parrott pivot, two 24-pounder 
S. B. howitzers; Unadilla — Lieut.-Com. S. P. Quackenbush, one Xl- 
inch pivot, one 20-pounder Parrott pivot, four 24-pounder S. B. howit- 
zers, one 12-p()under S. B. howitzer; Marblehead — Lieut.-Com. R. W. 
Scott, one Xl-inch juvot, one 20-pounder Parrott pivot, two 24-pounder 
S. B. howitzers; Ottawa — Lieut.-Com. W. O. Whiting, one Xl-inch, one 
20-p<mnder Parrott, two 24-pounder howitzers ; Water Witch — Lieut- 
Corn. A. Pcndergrast; Huron— Lieut.-Com. G. A. Stevens, one Xl-ineh 
pivot, one 20-j>ounder Parrott rifle, two 24-ponnder S. B. howitzers. 

I)oiTRLE-ExnER.s. — Scbago — Com. J. C. Beaumont, one 100-pounder 
Parrott pivot, five IX-ineh, two 24-pounder S. B. howitzers ; Cimarron — 
Com. A. G. Drake, one 100-pounder Parrott, one IX-inch. two IX-inch 
pivot, four 24-pounder S. B. howitzers ; Conenuuisch — Com. Ree<l Werden, 
one 100-pounder Parrott pivot, four IX-ineh, two 24-|)ounder S. B. howit- 
zers, one Xl-inch pivot; Paul Jones — Com. Charles Steedman; Com. 
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A. 0. Rhind ; Lieut-Com. E. P. Williams, oue 100-pounder Parrott pivot, 
one Xl-incli pivot, four IX-inch, one 12-pounder S. B., light. 

Purchased Steamers.— South Carolina — Com. J. J. Almy, one 30- 
pounder Parrott, one 24-pounder 8. B. howitzer, four Vlll-inch, two 
32-pounders; Dawn — Act Lieut John S. Barnes, Act Master James 
Brown, two 32-pounder8, one 100-pounder Parrott, one 20-pounder Par- 
rott, (me 12-pounder howitzer; Mercedita — 0>m. H. S. Stellw^agen ; 
Quaker City — Com. J. M. Frailey; Commodore McDonough — Lieut- 
Com. George Bacon, one IX-inch pivot, one 100-pounder Parrott, two 
50-pounder Dahlgren rifles, two 24-pounder S. B. howitzers ; Potomska 
— Act V.-Lieut William Budd, five guns; E. B. Hale — Act Lieut E. 
Brodheud, four 32-pounders, one 30-pouuder Parrott pivot; Lodona — 
Com. E. R. Colhoun, one 100-pounder Parrott pivot, one 30-pounder Par- 
rott pivot, one IX-inch, four 24-pounder S. B. howitzers ; Norwich — Com. 
J. M. Duncan, four Vlll-inch, one 30-pounder Parrott, one 12-|)oundcr 
rifle howitzer; Wamsutta — Act. V.-Lieut J. W. Kittredge, four 32- 
jwunders, one 20-pounder Parrott, one 12-pounder rifle howitzer; Key- 
stone State — Com. W. E. LeRoy, six Vlll-inch, two 32-pounder8, one 
50-pounder Dahlgren, two 30-pounder Parrotts, two 12-pounder rifle 
howitzers ; Madgie — Act. Master F. B. Meriam, one 30-pounder Parrott 
pivot, 1 20-pounder Parrott pivot, two 24-pounder S. B. howitzers, one 
12-pounder S. B. howitzer; Isaac Smith — Act. Lieut F. S. Conover; 
James Adger — Com. T. H. Patterson, one IX-inch, six 32-pounders, one 
20-pounder Parrott, one 12-pounder S. B. howitzer; Augusta — Com. 
E. G. Parrott, six Vlll-inch, one 100-pounder Parrott rifle, two 30- 
jM)under Parrott rifles, one 12-pounder rifle howitzer; Flag — Com. J. H. 
Strong, four Vlll-inch, one X-inch pivot, two 30-pounder Parrotts; 
Flambeau — Lieut.-Com. J. H. Upshur, one 30-pounder Parrott pivot, 
one 20-pounder Parrott pivot, two 12-pounder heavy howitzers; Stettin 
— Act. Master C. J. Van Alstine, one 30-pounder Parrott pivot, four 24- 
pounder S B. howitzers; Uncas — Act Master William Watson, four 
32-p()U!iders, one 20-pounder Parrott; Memphis — Lieut-Com. P. G. 
Watmough, Act Master C. A. Curtis, four 24-pounder S. B. howitzers, 
one 30-pounder Parrott rifle, two 12-pounder rifle howitzers. 

Monitors (one XV-inch, one Xl-inch, each). — Patapsco — Com. D. 
Am men; Passaic — Captain P. Drayton ; Nahant — Com. John Downes; 
Montauk — Com. John L. Worden, Com. D. M. Fairfax; Nantucket — 
Com. D. M. Fairfax, Lieut-Com. L. H. Newman, Com. J. C. Beau- 
mont; Weehawken — Captain John Rodgers; Catskill — Com. George 
W. Rodgers. 

Other Iron-clads. — Keokuk — Com. A-. C. Rhind, two Xl-inch 
S. B.; New Ironsides— Com. T. Turner, fourteen Xl-inch, two 150- 
poundcr Parrotts, two TiO-pounder Dahlgrens. 

Sailing VESSEiiJ (barks).— Kingfisher — Act Master J. C. Dutch, four 
Vlll-iuch; Braziliera— Act Master W. T. Gillespie, six 32-pounders; 
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Restlesft— Act Maiter W. R Browne ; Midnight— Act MMler N. Kiibj. 
one 20-pounder Pftrrott pivot^ uz ^poondcn; Femandinai— Act Mat- 
ter £. Moses, six 82-poundeny one 90-pannder Burott pitot^ one Mr- 
pounder 8. B. howitzer. 

MoBTAB-scHOONKRs.— C. P. Williams— Act Master 8. N. Frwman, 
two 82-pounder8, one 20-pounder Parrott rifle, one Xlll-inch morlar; 
Para— Act. Master £. Q. Furber, Act Master Edward Byan, two 82- 
pounden, one Xlll-inch mortar; Norfolk Packet— Act Enrign Qemge 
W. Woody two 32-pounder8, one XUI-inch mortar, one 12-poiuider rifle 
bowitxer. 

8TORBBHIPS.— V^mont— Ck)m. William Beynolds, ten Vlll-inch, 
eight 82-pounder8; Valpandso— Act Master A. 8. Gardner. 

Tuo8, Tenders, and Despatch-boats.— O. M. Pettit, Act Ensign 
T. E. Baldwin, one 20-pounder Parrott, one 80-pounder Parrott; Rescue 
— Act Ensign C. A. Blanchard, one 20-pounder Parrott^ one 12-poander 
rifle howitzer ; Hope— Act. Master J. R Rockwell, one 20-ponnder Parrott 
pivot; Daflbdil— Act Master E. M. Baldwin, one 20-ponnder Piurott 
rifle, one 20-pounder Dahlgren rifle ; Dandelion — ^Act Enaign WiUian 
Barrymore, two guns; Columbine — Act Master J. 8. Dennis, Act En- 
sign E. Daly, two 20-poundcr Parrotts; O.W. Blunt— Act Master J. R. 
Beers, one 12-poundcr rifle howitzer, one 12-pounder 8. B. howitier; 
America— Act. Master J. Baker; Oleander— Act Master J. 8. Dennis^ 
two 80-pounder Parrott pivots. 



CHAPTER IV. 



Jie])ort of Brigadier- General George C. Strong, U, S. Army, eom- 

viand ing Brigade, 

Morris Island, S. C, ) 
July 10, 18G3. { 
General: Piirsiiani to instructions of vcstordav from division head- 
quiirtorH, I embarked durinjr the night in row-boat«, at a {>oint near the 
Houth-western extremity of Folly Island, all the infantry of my brigade, 
with the exception of six companies of the Forty-eighth regiment New 
York volunteers, (-onvoyed by four liowitzer-boat**, supplied by the 
admiral, we proceeded, at 1 A. M. to-day, up P'olly River and Folly Isl- 
and Creek, and thence to a point in Lighthouse Inlet, one mile north-west 
from our masked batteries at the northern extremity of Folly Island. 
This point of the inlet was reached just before daybreak, and here we 
awaited the result of the bombardment of Morris Island commenced at 
T) A. M. by our batteries. Lieutenant-Commander Bunce also opened 
fire from the howitzer-boats soon after upon the nearest of the enemy's 
works. 
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About 6 A. M. a line of skirmishers was seen approaching from our 
rear in the direction of Secession vi lie. The flotilla accordingly dropped 
down the inlet to a point more exposed to the fire of the Morris Island 
batteries, where we were vigorously assailed by them, with, however, the 
loss of but a single launch. 

At about 7 A. M. I received from General Gillmore the signal to land 
and iissault the enemy's works. Four companies of the Seventh Connec- 
ticut (the only companies of that raiment attached to my command), 
g:illantly led by Lieutenant-Colonel Rodman, immediately landed at the 
extremity of the enemy's extensive series of rifle-pits opposite the left 
€if our batteries. They were followed by the four companies of the 
Forty-eighth New York, Lieutenant-Colonel Green ; the Ninth Maine 
regiment. Colonel Emery; the Third New Hampshire, Colonel Jack- 
son ; and the Seventy-sixth Pennsylvania, Colonel Strawbridge. 

This, the main column, drove the enemy's infantry out of the rifle- 
pits, while the Sixth Connecticut regiment. Colonel Chatfield, having 
passed along the entire front of the enemy's line and eflfected a landing, 
^was forming his command on the south-easterly point of the island, and 
mlone constituted our right column of assault. 

The two columns now moved forward under a lively discharge of shell, 
^rape, and canister, converging toward the works nearest the southern 
extremity of the island, and thence along its commanding ridge and 
eastern coast, capturing successively the eight batteries, of one heavy 
^n each, occupying the commanding points of that ridge, besides two 
batteries, mounting, together, three X-inch sea-coast mortars. All this 
ordnance is in serviceable condition. As soon as the troops had disem- 
barked the boats were sent across the inlet to the northern point of 
Folly Island, and brought thence the remainder of the Forty-eighth 
New York, the One-Hundredth New York, and the Seventh New Humj)- 
shire regiment (the two last named being a portion of General Vogdes's 
brigade), commanded, respectively, by Colonels Barton, Dandy, and 
Putnam. The promptness with which this reinforcement was eflected 
deserves special mention. 

We captured 150 prisoners (including 11 commissioned oflicers), 5 
stand of colors, a considerable quantity of camp-equipage and ammu- 
nition, and several horses and mules. 

We lost, of commissioned ofl5cers, 1 killed (the gallant Captain Lent, 
Forty-eighth New York volunteers) and 1 wounded ; of non-commis- 
sioned officers and privates, 14 killed and 90 wounded. 

The head of the column was halted within musket-range of Fort 
Wagner, situated near the northern extremity of the island, to which 
the enemy had retreated, and which was not to-day assaulted on 
account of the excessive heat of the weather and consequent fatigue 
of our troops. 
I believe that I cannot too highly commend the coolness and courage 
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of my officen and men in the aomewlimt hamdoniopention of laadipg 
in the face of the enemy. 

LieutenantrCommander B. IL Bnnee^ TJ. 8. Navj. ooManding the 
howitaur-boatSy and Ueatenant A. 8. IfoKeniiey U. & Navy, la diaige 
of the boats fhrnished from the fleet for our tranqwrtatioii, and the 
officen and men under their respectiTe commaDdi, did moit gallant 
and valuable service. 

Lieutenants Hatfield and Hickok of the Signal. Oorpa maintained 
constant and perfect communication between my command and the 
head-quarters of the division and of the department. 

The other officers of my staff, Captain William W. Haml, aidcnle- 
camp; Miyor J. I. Plimpton, acting imistant inspector-genenl; Lien* 
tenant Alvan H. Libby, acting amistant a^jutani-gencnl; OapCaia 
Edward F. Wyman, acting brigade commimary; Lieotenaat F^k 
J. Magee, acting brigade quartermaster, and Surgeon Stephen F. 
Elliott, brigade surgeon/ have my thanks for untiring and eflective 
co-operation from the commencement of the embarkation and con- 
spicuous gallantry during the action. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Gbo. C. Strong, 
Brigadier- QenenU, commandimg Fareet an Mfarrm ItSatuL 

Brigadier-General Truman Scymodr, 

Onnmanding U, S, Forcen on MorrU and PbUg I$kmdif & G 



Head-quarters U. S. Forces, i 
Morris Island, S. C, July 11, 1863. ) 

(rKNKRAL: Pursuant to inHtructions from department head-quarters, 
a column of asHault wn» formed before daybreak this morning for an 
attack upon Fort Wagner. Thia column consisted of four companies 
of the Seventh ( -onnecticut volunteers, the Seventy-sixth Pennsylvania, 
and the Ninth Muine regiments. The Third and Seventh New Hamp- 
Hhin^ reiriments foruKMl the rt^erve. 

The lUHsjiult was ma<l(^ at daybreak : the Seventh Connecticut deployed 
in the advance, supported by the Scventy-nixth Pennsylvania and Ninth 
Maine, in the order named, and each in close column of divisions. 

The U'ading battalion had received orders to dash forward with a shout 
when the enemy should open fire, and the other battalions were directed 
to maintain their respective intervals. 

These orders were most faithfully observed by Lieutenant-Colonel 
Rodman of the Seventh Ccmnecticut, who led a portion of his command, 
under a very heavy fire of artillery and musketry, to the top of the 
parapet, where two of the enemy's gunners were bayonet<»d by his men. 

Hut, unfortumit<'ly, when the enemy opened simultaneously along his 
whole line and within a range of 200 yards, the Seventy-sixth Pennsyl- 
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vania halted and lay down upon the ground. Though they remained in 
this position but a few moments, and afterward moved gallantly forward, 
some of them even to the ditch, that halt lost the battle, for the interval 
was lost and the Seventh, unsupported, were driven from the parapet. 
The whole column, including the Ninth Maine, which had reached the 
ditch on the lefl, gave way and retreated from the field. We lost in 
killed, wounded, and missing, 8 commissioned officers and 822 non-com- 
missioned officers and privates. Lieutenant- Colonel Rodman, Seventh 
Connecticut volunteers, the bravest of the brave, is among the wounded. 

The Seventy -sixth Pennsylvania regiment, heretofore bearing the rep- 
utation of a most gallant and thoroughly disciplined organization, will 
have another and early opportunity to efface the remembrance of their 
involuntary fault. The causes of their failure, and hence the failure 
of the assault, were first, the sudden, tremendous, and simultaneous fire 
which all encountered ; and, second, the absence of their colonel, who 
was taken ill before the column was put in motion. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Geo. C. Strong, 
Brigadier- General f commanding. 

Brigadier-General Truman Seymour, 

Commanding U, S, Forces on Morris and Folly Islands^ S. C, 

Reports of Coloiiel R, F, Graham, commanding Morris Island, 

July 10th and 11th. 

Head-quarters Fort Johnson, ) 
July 18, 1863. I 

Captain: I beg leave to submit the report of the engagement on 
Friday, the 10th instant, by which the Abolitionists gained possession 
of the works on Morris Island south of Battery Wagner. 

I was aware that an attack was shortly to be made on Morris Island 
by the unmasking of extensive works on Little Folly Island on Thurs- 
day morning, and also by the arrival of four iron-clad monitors off the 
bar, which was reported to district head-quarters and reinforcements 
asked for. 

On Friday, the 10th instant, the engagement b^an by the batteries 
on Little Folly Island opening with a terrific fire before sunrise on the 
works at the south end of Morris Island, and soon after by the iron- 
clads from the sea on the left, and several barges with howitzers in 
Lighthouse Creek on the right. The fire was gallantly replied to by 
the artillerists under the immediate command of Captain J. C Mltchel. 
The infantry force was immediately formed and put in position to resist 
a landing at Oyster Point, and placed under the command of Major 
George W. Mclver, Twenty-first South Carolina volunteers. This force 
consisted of the Twenty-first South Carolina volunteers, numbering about 
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400 men, and a deuchmeot of Compftuy D, Firrt Soatfa Caroliiui rpgnlar 
Infkntnr [Third ArtUleryl, nmnbering about 40 men, under the cx>m- 
mand of Captjun C. T. HaHkell, Jr. 

About one hour and a half after the engagement commenced the 
enemy landed, under cover of their fire^ at Oyster Point, between dLHlO 
and 3000 fctrrmg, and a dee'tructive fire va» directed again«t tliem by our 
batteries. They were j»ronipt]y met by the iniantry force under Major 
Mclrer, and held in check until a like force was landed in front of the 
batteries under cover of the bank of the creek, the tide being low. At 
thiff time a portion of Xeli4on*» battalion came up. I hurried them to 
the Mipport of the batteries. They did not get in position, however, for 
the front line of our works was in the poHsension of the enemy, and one- 
half of the force undpr the cr»mmand of Major Mclver was either killed 
or wr>unded, and more than half of the officers. I then ordered the 
whole force to retire, which they did in order, firing as they retreated. 
When about halfway back to Battery Wagner the rest of Nelson's bat- 
talion came up. I had them formed in line of battle to cover the 
retreat. The iron monitors followed us along the channel, pouring 
into us a fire of nhell and grai>e. When the exhausted and wounded 
had got Hufficieiitly to the rear, I then ordered the whole to retire to 
Battery Wagner. 

The Twenty-first South Carolina volunteers lost in killed, wounded, 
and missing 183. Captain HaskelPs company lost 12. The artillery 
command lost 100. 

Of the whole connnand, I must say that they fought bravely and 
m'ell. Many indiviilual acts of gallantry could be mentioned, but where 
all did well it would be invidious to report them. I cannot, however, 
fail to mention the gallant conduct of Captain W. £. Stoney, acting 
aiwixtant a<ljutant-^4'neral to the command. 

Very n'xpect fully, your obedient servant, • 

R. F. Graham, 

Colonel Ttrcnty-firifi South Corofina vofunferrM^ commanding. 

IIead-quarters Fort Jonxsox, ) 
July 18, 1863. i 

Caitaix: I bog leave to submit the following rei>ort of the assault 
ma<le by the enemy on IJattery Wagner on the morning of the Uth 
instant : 

Mv ('omman<l consisted of the Twontv-first South Carolina volunteers, 
ahout 2(K) men, under the command of Major Mclver; Seventh S<nith 
Carolina battalion, about 300 men, under the command of Major J. H. 
Kion ; four comj»anies First [ volunteers | Georgia, Colonel C. H. Olm- 
Htead; four coinpanic^s Twelfth (^reorgia battalion,' Lieutenant-Colonel 

^Tliis huttulioii was under comniaiid of M^jor G. M. Hanvey. 
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II. D. Capers; and three companies Eighteenth Georgia battalion, 
IVIajor W. 8. Basinger, the three detachments numbering about 500 
men, all under the command of Colonel Oimstead; a detachment of 
Coinjiany D, First South Carolina [regular] Infantry [Third ArtilleryJ, 
numbering 20 men, under the command of Lieutenant J. Moultrie 
liorlbeck. The artillery force- consisted of Companies E, I, and H, 
First South Carolina Artillery, numbering about 70 men, under the com- 
mand of Captain Mitchel; the Gist Guard, Captain C. E. Chichester; 
the Mathewes Artillery, Captain J. R. Mathewes, numbering 100 men ; 
all under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Yates. 

The whole garrison remained under anns during the night, and a 
picket force of 150 men under the command of Major Rioh was sent in 
advance of the battery. Fearing an attack at daylight, I had the gar- 
rison aroused and put in position. The First Georgia, Eighteenth bat- 
talion, and detachment First South Carolina [regular] Infantry [Third 
Artillery] were placed on the left, the Twenty-first South Carolina vol- 
unteers in the centre, and the Twelfth Georgia battalion and Seventh 
South Carolina battalion on the right. 

At the dawn of day the pickets warned us of the approach of the 
enemy. Three volleys were fired into the approaching enemy, and the 
whole picket force retired into the fort without loss. The enemy 
advanced in two columns, one on the beach and the other on the 
island. I allowed them to get within a short distance of the works, 
and gave the word ** Fire !" A few of the front line reached the para- 
pet. The rest fled in confusion, and when the smoke cleared away 
they were out of sight. Those who reached the parapet never re- 
turned. 

I sent out a party, who returned with over 130 prisoners : 97 were left 
dead in front of the battery. We buried over 100. The burying- 
party was driven in by the sharpshooters of the enemy when they at- 
tempted to go beyond the mound in front of the battery. Many of 
their killed still lay beyond that point, so I cannot properly estimate 
their loss. 

My loss was 1 officer killed and 5 privates, 1 ofl5cer wounded and 5 
privates, all from the Georgia troops. 

The whole garrison stood to their posts firmly, without flinching. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. F. Graham, 
Colonel TScenfy-first South Carolina volunteers^ commanding. 

Captain W. F. Nance, 

Assistant Adjutant- General, 
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Report of Colonel Harruf, Chief Engineer, on Defeiises of Morris 

Island. 

Office Chief Engineer of Department, ) 
Charleston, January 14, 18(>4. i 

General G. T. BEAirRE(iARi), 

Comdy, Dcpt, «S'. C.y Ga,y and Fla., Charleston, S. C, : 
General : I have tlie honor to reply to the accompanying queries, 
addressed to Brigadier-Creneral R. S. Ripley, commanding First Military 
District, by Lieutenant-Colonel A. Roman, assistant in»j>ector-genenil, 
under date of December 12, 1803, which have been referrt»d to me for 
my remarks: 

1. Morris Island offers much greater natural advantages than Sul- 
livan\s Island against such a combined attack by land and f>ea 2U< was 
made (m the 10th of July last, the natural formation of the sandhills <m 
the south end of Morris Island being much better calculated, without 
the aid of artiiicial defenses, to repel an attack across Lighthouse Inlet 
than those of Sullivan's Lsland across Breach Inlet. The sandhills on 
the s(mth of Morris Island also offer much bett<»r cover for troops than 
the corresiM)nding hills on the east of Sullivan's Island. 

2. Two thousand infantry, in addition to the artillery requisite to 
serve the guns on Morris Island, could have repulsed the attack of the 
enemy on the 10th of July. Three thousand men of all arms I should 
have regarded as a full garrison for the island. Sullivan's Island, not 
having been threatened with a land-attack at that time, 1500 infantry, 
in addition to the cavalry and artillery on the island, would have been, 
I think, sufficient for the safety of the island. Thirty-five hundred 
men of all arms would have then constituted a full garrison for that 
island. 

5. The only labor available for the works on the south end of 
jSIorris Island was details of soldiers from Colonel Graham's regi- 
ment — say of 100 to 150 men daily — which Captain Cheves reported 
were so steadily employed as " to prejudice their drill and other camp 
duties." 

G. It would have taken twelve months to have constructed such a work 
as Hatterv Marshall now is on the south end of Morris Island, with this 
force. 

7. Orders were given for the erection of the detached batteries on the 
10th of March, and the work was commenced two days thereafter. 

8. The works that I contemplated constructing would, if finished, 
have permitted a reduction of 300 to 500 men in the forces necessary to 
have repelled the lussault of the 10th of July. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, D. B. Harris, 

Colonel and Chief Engineer of Department, 
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[In the Appendix to the second vohiine of General Beauregard's Mili- 
tary Operations may be found a very full correspondence between Brig- 
adier-General Ripley and himself on the subject of the descent of the 
Union troops on Morris Island, July 10, 1863. Some of the questions 
propounded by General Beauregard and answered by Brigadier-General 
Ripley are too important to be omitted. They are therefore extracted 
from their respective rei)orts, and presented below in a form more direct 
and categorical than they appear in the full correspondence :] 

Question. 

"4th. Even with works on the south end of Morris Island, and the 
small force then available for its defense, could not the enemy have 
landed, with the iissistance of their gunboats and inm-clad fleet, a strong 
force on the beach north of Craig*s Hill during the night, cut oft* the 
retreat of the troops south of it, and then crossed, almost unmolested. 
Little Folly Inlet?" 

Answer. 

" To the 4th question: In my opinion, it would have been possible, had 
the works at the south end of the island been completed, and with the 
small force at our. disposal, for the enemy by a bold dash from their 
iron-dads and gunboats to have cut oft* the retreat of the troops south 
of Craig's Hill. Nevertheless, as it was intended that the whole beach 
should be swept with grape, and the landing is quite difticult, it is in my 
opinion doubtful whether he would have undertaken so hazardous an 
enterprise. He would probably have attempted to shell out the work at 
the south end directly ; or, still more, changed his point of attack ; or, 
what is still more probable, had we been fully prepared he never would 
have made it." 

[General Ripley's answer to this question is a plain affirmative, as ex- 
pressed in the first sentence. All the rest of the reply is irrelevant, 
while the assertion that *Hhe landing is quite difficult" is not borne 
out by the facts of a smooth, gently -sloping beach and sandhills sufficient 
for ready cover. — ^J. J.] 

Question. 

" 8th. What was your force of infantry in the district, and how dis- 
tributed?" 

Answer. 

^^ To the 8th question : My force of infantry was in all 2462 effective — 
1184 on James Island, 612 on Morris Island, and 204 on Sullivan's; 
and 462 in Charleston." 

Question. 
** 9th. Could a better disposition have been made of it?" 
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Answer. 

** 7b the 0th question: I do not know that a bettor disposition could 
have been made ; for had we concentrated on Morris Island the enemv 

m 

would at once have turned to James Island. He might have gone to 
Sullivan's Island by way of Long Island, but, having a foothold on 
James, and that being the most vital approach to Charleston, could he 
have taken our extended lines by a coup-dc-nmin he would have selected 
that route. The opportunity would have been given him had we reduced 
the small force of infantry on that island. Had I had the troops, I should 
have thrown 2500 men on Morris Island to meet this attack. These 
w(»uld have been about as many as could have been advantageously 
used, and the numl>er is about the fullest strength the garrison has been 
increased to at any one time since the 10th of July. James Island, 
under the circumstances, ought — the enemy having a position on it — to 
have been watched by from 3000 to 5000 infantry, besides the cavalry 
and artillery. An estimate for defense must of course be made as 
against certain attacks, and while the enemy has transportation in 
abundance, with a powerful steam navy, l)oth offensive and transport, 
ours being deficient in both respects, and not suflScient for current ser- 
vice ; he having the option which route to choose, we are compelled to 
guard all at once to such an extent as will prevent a complete surprise 
of some one of them. 

** These remarks will, I think, answer the tenth, eleventh, twelfth, and 
thirteenth interrogatories. In answer to the fourteenth, fifteenth, and 
sixteenth, I think had we decreased our force on James Island by any 
number sufficient to have given jKwitive strength to any other point, and 
the enemv had chosen and acted with as much tclat as he did at the 
south end of Morris Island or at either of the two assaults on Battery 
Wagn«*r, he could have penetrated our long, unguarded lines in a day, 
and obtained jwssession of the approaches to Charleston, which, if he 
chose to make use of them, would have at once cut off our communica- 
tions with Morris Island and Fort Sumter. I consider it fortunate, 
under all circumstances, that, situated as we were, the enemy chose the 
Morris Island route." 



CHAPTER V. 



Sortie from Battery Wagner, — Report of Major James H, Rion^ 

Seventh South Carolina Battalion. 

Battery Wagner, ) 

Morris Island, July 15, 1863. i 
Captain: In pursuance of orders from Brigadier-General Taliaferro, 
commanding on Morris Island, I advanced last night about 12 upon the 
enemy's line upon this island, having with me 150 men from the Filty- 
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first North Carolina volunteers, Twelfth Georgia battalion. Eighteenth 
Georgia battalion, Twentieth South Carolina volunteers, and Bcventh 
South Carolina battalion. When the line of skirinisherd arrived within 
one hundred and fifty yards of the boat-house (three-quarters of a mile 
distant), the advanced picket of the enemy tired upon them. This ad- 
vanced picket was at once driven in, and, upon my right wing advancing 
rapidly, it was fired into by men in a rifle-trench extending across the 
island at the boat-house, just on this side of the graveyard. This is 
three-quarters of a mile from this battery. We returned the tire from 
both wings (the left fifty yards in rear of right, en ickelon), and advanced 
ujMm the trench, when the enemy retreated out of it. When the right 
was within ten or fifteen yards of the trench, a very heavy fire from about 
1U0() men was opened upon us from a line some one hundred yards in 
rear of the trench. 

Alter examining the trench (a very strong rifle-pit extending from the 
beach to the marsh, two hundred and fifty yards), and finding that the 
line would not advance in face of the fire, which illuminated all the 
ground in front and was very he^vy, I withdrew the line, bring! njx off* 
the wounded we found and one of the enemy's advanced pickets, whom 
we had captured. Afterward we took another prisoner, whom I iiad sent 
through my lines when advancing against the rifle-trench. 

Light pieces (about 12-pounders) were fired from Vinegar Hill, some 
three hundred yards in rear of the rifle-trench, and a very heavy gun 
was fired fnyn Gregg's Hill, about two milejs from this battery. 

Upon finding that some men were missing, I returned with my com- 
mand toward the enemy's posititm, and brought to the rear some more 
wounded, without being fired upon from the rifle-trench. Upon learn- 
ing that one of the Seventh South Carolina battalion was subsequently 
discovered to be missing, I again returned with 20 men from that bat- 
talion, and found the wounded man near the trench, and brought him 
off", without receiving a shot from the rifle-trench, which evidently had 
been abandoned. 

Our loss was 11 wounded (1 since dead) and 3 missing. Of the wound- 
ed, 1 was mortal, 2 were severe, and 8 slight. 

The enemy's loss in killed and wounded, judging from the bodies I 
saw in the trench, must have been as many as 40. We also took, as 
ordered by the brigadier-general commanding, 2 prisoners. 

This report is very hurried, and consequently disconnected. You will 
please, however, submit it for the consideration of the brigadier-general 
commanding. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAMK.S H. RiON, 
Major Seven fh South Carolina Battalion^ comdy. Attacking Party. 
Captain W. E. Stoney, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 
23 
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Report of Brigadier^Chneral Johmou Bagood, CL & Armg^ 

manding an Jamm hbmd. 



Hd-qbs. 1st Subdivibiok 1st Mil, Dist. South Cabolika, 1 

jAMjfis IsLAKD, Joly 18, 1868. ) 

Captain : I hare the honor to mmke the foUowing report of the ope- 
ratioiu of the troops under my oomnuuid on the 18th inetent : 

I had been instructed on the day pieyious to obsenro and report the 
poHsibility of offensive operations against the enemy in mj ttmt, and 
had reported two plann. The one which was limited to driYing in their 
pickets on the left and making a reconnoissanoe of that part of their 
line, with the further object of capturing or destroying the part of their 
force nearest GrimbairH, was the one approred. 

The enemy occupied Battery Island and Legar6's plantation princi- 
pally, and a part of Grimbaira, while their gunboats lay in the Slono 
and Folly Rivera, giving a crosa-fire in front of their poeiticm extending 
aa fur aa our picket-line. General Colquitt was ordered with about 1400 
infantry and a battery of artillery to cross the marsh diriding Legart's 
plantation from Grimbairs at the causeway nearest BeoessionYille, 
drive the enemy as far as the lower causeway (nearest Stono), rapidly 
recroaa the marali at that point by a flank movement^ and cnt off and 
capture the force encamped at Grimball's, Colonel Way, Flfty-foarth 
Georgia, with about 800 infantry, was directed to follow« en iehdon, 
on the Grimball side of the marsh the advance of General Colquitt and 
co-operate with him. A reserve of one section of artillery, supported 
by a company of infantry and a squadron of cavalry, under Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Jeffords, Fifth South Carolina Cavalry, was held in hand 
near Rivern's house. On the right, a battery of four rifled 12-pouuders 
and one of four Napoleons, under Lieutenant-Colonel Kemper, sup- 
j)orted by Colonel Radcliffe with about 400 infantry, were ordered to 
engage the gunboats lying highest up the Stono. 

The troops moved upon the enemy in the gray of the morning, be- 
coming immediately engaged, and the whole enterprise was carried out 
as planned. The force at GrimbaH's, however, was smaller than was 
anticipated, and by retreating across to Battery Island as soon as Col- 
«iuitt's firing was heard, managed to save themselves before he could get 
into position to intercept them. Colonel Kemper engaged the Pawnee 
and another gunboat at two hundred and fifty yards, and after some ten 
rounds drove them down the river beyond his range. The reserve artil- 
lery was not brought into action. The cavalry did good service in sweep- 
ing up fugitives. The troops were under fire one hour and a half, and 
behaved well. This fire was chiefly shell from gunboats and shell and 
case from a field-battery. The enemy's infantry fought badly. They 
were chiefly colored troops, and 14 of them were captured. These be- 
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longed to the Fifty-fourth MaAsachusetts. About 80 of the enemy were 
killed upon the field. 

I beg leave to refer to accompanying reports of nubordinate command- 
ers for full details. 

The enemy were suppOHcd not to have been above 2000 infantry and 
one battery of artillery. Upon the following night they evacuated Jameti 
and Batt^'r)' Inknds, leaving behind them arms and stores, of which a 
full return will be made. 
(3ur casualties were 3 killed, 12 wounded, and 3 missing. 
Colonel William Bull and Captain A. N. T. Beauregard of the staff 
of (leneral Beauregard, and Captain B. H. Read of General Ripley's 
staff, reported to me for duty upon the occasion, and, together with my 
own staff, rendered efficient service. 

I am, captain, your obedient servant, 

JoHNKOX Hagooo, 
Brigadier- General^ commanding. 
Captain W. F. Nance, 

Amniant Adjutant- General, 



Return of Cnjntalties in the Union Forces engaged near GrimbalTs 
Ixinding, James Island, S. C, July J6, 1803. 

[Compiled from nominal list of casualties, returns, etc.] 
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Report of Brigadier- General T, Seymour on Assault of Battery 

Wagner on 18th of July, 

.... My instructions from Brigadier-General Gill more were to o|>en 
fire at daybreak, but an excessively heavy rain had fallen during the 
preceding night, so flooding the works and deranging our affairs gen- 
erally that it could not be commenced until after nine o'clock. A 
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deliberate ezperimenUl Are was fint direeted, which grmdoallj beeue 
as rapid as accuracy would allow. The monitor% the IronsideB, and 
other vessels moved up, and from about noon until nightfidl the Ibrt 
was subjected to such a weight of artillery as had probably never before 
been turned upon a single point. The garrraon remained ckaely under 
shelter, returning only an occasional gun, and there was no evideneei 
from close personal observation, that any material damage had been 
done to the artillery of the fort Our own guns were, in &ct» too hx dis- 
tant for accurate dismounting fire, and a portion of the right battery 
was so far useless, from improper location, that its gunners could not 
even see the object at which tliey fired. Nevertheless, it was presumed 
that under such intense fire some demoralization must have been eflbcted 
within. 

About an hour before sunset I received instmctiona from Brigadier- 
General Gillmore to arrange for an iisnault It was suggested to me that 
the brigade of General Strong would suffice, but it was finally undel^ 
stood that all the force of my command should be held ready for the 
work. The diviHion was accordingly formed on the beach and moved io 
the front It considtcd of tliree fine brigades. 

The First, under Brigadier-General Strong, was composed of the 
Forty-eighth New York, Ci>l<)nel Barton ; Seventy-sixth Pennsylvania, 
Captain J. S. Littell ; Third New Hampshire, Colonel Jackson; Sixth 
Connecticut, Colonel Chatfield; Ninth Maine, Colonel Emeiy; and, 
temporarily, the Fifty-fourth Massachusetts, Colonel Shaw. 

The Second brigade, under C(»loiiel Putnam, Seventh New Hampshire, 
coiisisttHl of the 8eventh New Hampshire, Lieutenant-Colonel Abbott; 
One Huiulredth New York, Colonel Dandy; Sixty-second Ohio, Colonel 
Pond ; and Sixty-sevetith Ohio, Colonel Voris. 

The Third brigade was commanded by Brigadier-General Stevenson, 
and consisted of four excellent regiments. 

(ienerul iStrong Wii8 to tiike the advance. I had informed him that he 
should be i)romptly supported if it were necessary. Colonel Putnam 
wius instructed to keep his brigade ready for following up the First, while 
Oeneral Stevenson was held in reserve. 

That moment was chosen for moving forward when the dusk of the 
evening still permitted the troops to see plainly the way, already well 
known to the First and Second brigades, but was yet sufficiently indi;t. 
tinct to j)revent accurate firing by the enemy. Our troops were to use 
the bayonet alone. 

Half the ground to be passed over was undulating from small sand- 
hills, affording some shelter, but not so rough as to prevent free move- 
ment of trooj)8. That part of it next the fort was quite smooth and 
unobstructed to the very ditch. 

The Fifty-fourth Mjissachusetts, a colored regiment of excellent 
character, well officered, with full ranks, and that had conducted itself 
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commendably a few days previously on James Island, was placed in 
front. 

Brigade commanders were advised to form in column of deployed 
regiments. The Fifty-fourth Massachusetts only, being too large to 
admit this development, was in two lines. 

Once in advance of our batteries, a few encouraging words were given 
to the men, and the First brigade launched forward. It had not moved 
far before the fort, liberated somewhat from the pressure of our fire, 
opened with rapid discliarges of grape and canister, and its parapet was 
lit by a living line of musketry. More than half the distance was well 
passed when, present myself with the column, I saw that to overcome 
such resistance overpowering force must be employed. Major Plimpton, 
Third New Hampshire, my assistant inspector-general, was sent to order 
the Second brigade forward at once. To my surprise, this officer returned 
from Colonel Putnam, stating that he positively refused to move, with 
the explanation from Colonel Putnam that he had received orders from 
General Gillmore to remain where he was. At this moment the wounded 
and many unhurt also were coming thickly from the front along the 
beach. General Strong had urged his command on with great spirit 
and gallantry, but his losses had been so severe that his regiments were 
much shaken, and the consequent con^sion was much heightened by 
the yielding of the leading regiment, large portions of which fell harshly 
upon those in their rear. Fragments of each regiment, however — brave 
men, bravely led — Went eagerly over the ditch, mounted the parapet, 
and struggled with the foe inside. But these efforts were too feeble to 
affect the contest materially. Prompt support was not at hand, and the 
First brigade, as a mass, had already retired, although detached portions, 
principally from the Forty-eighth New York and Sixth Connecticut, 
with the colors of those regiments, still clung to the fort. 

Afler a painful and unnecessary interval, Colonel Putnam, knowing 
that I had expected him to come up closely and to take an energetic 
share in the assault, had without furtlier orders moved his command 
forward. This gallant brigade went steadily on, in spite of much lass 
and not a little falling to the rear, and, clearing rapidly the intervening 
space, came to the aid of the noble fellows still battling on the parapet. 
By a combined and determined rush over the south-east angle of the 
fort, the enemy was driven from that portion of the work. Some hun- 
dred men were now inside, with Colonel Putnam at their head. The 
bastion-like space between the bombproof and the parapet was fully in 
our [)ossession. Some of our officers and men mounted the bombproof 
itself, which completely commanded the interior of the fort. Strong 
efforts were made by the enemy to drive our brave fellows out, but 
unsuccessfully, and rebel officers and men were captured and sent to the 
rear. For more tlian an hour this position was maintained by Colonel 
Putnam, assisted by Colonel Dandy, One Hundredth New York ; Major 
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Butler, Sixty-seyenth Ohio; Miyor Coan, Forty-eighth New York ; G^h 
tain Klein, Sixth Connecticut, and a number of other very bimve and 
devoted officers. And now Colonel Putnam, while waiting patiently fiv 
expected succor and urging his men to maintain the advantage that had 
been gained, was shot dead on the parapet — as brave a soldier, as oour- 
teouH a gentleman, as true a man, as ever walked beneath the Stars and 
Stripes. 

General Strong had long since been wounded. Colonel Ghatfield, 
Sixth Connecticut ; Colonel Barton, Forty-eighth New York ; and Col- 
onel Shaw, Fifty-fourth Massachusetts, had fallen, after the moat gallant 
efforts, in front of their commands ; and during the advance of the 
Second brigade I had been struck by a grape-shot and was compelled to 
retire. But I had previously sent Miyor Plimpton to order up General 
Stevenson's brigade, which order was reiterated after my being hurt. 
You were sent by General Gillmore to take further command^ and the 
Third brigade had no part in the attack. 

Finally despairing, after long waiting, of fhrther aflBiatance, the tenka 
officers at the fort withdrew our men (with exception of about 100, who 
could not be reached, and who were soon after captured), and what had 
been so dearly bought was abandoned to the enemy. 

And the failure must be ascribed solely to the unfortunate delay that 
hindered Colonel Putnam from moving promptly in obedimce to my 
orders, and to his not being supported after he had essentially succeeded 
in the assault. 

Unsuccessful aa we were, the highest praise is due to those noble men 
who did their full duty that night. Who can forget, while courage and 
genor()?*ity are a<lniire(l by man, that glorious soldier Strong, or the 
lierf)ic Putnam, or ChatfieUl the beloved, or Shaw, faithful and devoted 
unto death ? Many more than these deserve lasting record, of the rank 
and file as well as of officers, but the loss of those of high command, 
and the scattering of the many wounded who were prominent actors in 
this scene, with the difficulty of procuring sufficient information other- 
wise, compel me to but a meagre outline. On every inch of the sands 
in front of Fort Wagner will be for ever traced in undying glory the 
story of the determination and courage of these men. 

I cannot close without thanking Lieutenant-Colonel Jackson and 
Captain Langdon, First Artillery, with the other officers of that arm, 
for their efficient and valuable services during the day. Major Plimp- 
ton, Third New Hampshire, rendered me the most energetic assistance. 
Lieutenant Stevens, Sixth Connecticut, one of my aides, a young man 
of great promise, was killed at my side. To Captain Peter R. Chad- 
wick, assistant adjutant-general. Lieutenant Charles N. Jackson and 
Lieutenant Holt, my aides, my thanks are also due for good conduct 
and prompt action at all times. Nor can I fail to call the attention of 
General Gillmore to the merits of Lieutenant Michie, U. S, Engineers, 
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who labored early and late, with untiring zeal, in the preparationn for 
this assault. 
Such reports as I have been able to obtain are herewith enclosed. 
And I am, general, respectfully, your obedient servant. 

T. Seymour, 
Brigadier- General U, S, Volunteers, 
Brigadier-General J. W. Turner, 

Chief of Staff, Department of the South, 

Rej)art of Brigadier- General William B. Taliaferro, C, S, Army, 
comimmding on Morris Island, July IJ^th-l^h and 22d-^6th, and 
afterward on James Island, 

July 21, 1863. 

Captain : I have the honor to report, for the infprmation of the 
brigadier-general commanding the District of South Carolina, the opera- 
lions of the troops of my command on Morris Island during the week 
commencing Monday, 13th instant, and particularly the occurrences of 
Saturday, the 18th instant, which terminated in a most decisive and over- 
whelming repulse of the enemy. 

On Monday, the 13th instant, I made such an inspection of parts of 
the island as the limited means at my disposal offered, and on Tuesday 
morning relieved Colonel Graham of the command of the troops, includ- 
ing the garrisons of Forts Wagner and Gregg. I found that the Aboli- 
tionists occupied the island in force from the southern part to Gregg's 
Hill, upon which they were already erecting batteries, and had con- 
structed a signal-station — that they had thrown forward their skirmish- 
ers to a point indicated by a single palmetto tree (one mile and a 
quarter to their front and about three-quarters of a mile from Fort 
Wagner), at which last post the undulating and successive ranges of 
sandhills shielded them and their operations from our view. In the 
course of the morning their riflemen gave us some annoyance, an<l 
during the day the wooden vessels of their fleet, aided by ona turrcto<l 
iron-clad, attacked our works, throwing some 300 heavy shell and shot. 
I determined to make a slight reconnoissance at night to feel the enemy 
and to add to the confidence of the garrison, and ordered a party, con- 
sisting of 150 men from various commands, under Major Rion of Nel- 
son's South Carolina battalion, to push forward, drive in the enemy's 
pickets, and feel its way until it encountered a heavy supporting force. 
This duty was gallantly and well performed. Major Rion pushed the 
pickets and the first reserve back upon a reserve brigade in such dis- 
order that the latter fired upon their retreating companions, inflicting a 
heavy loss in addition* to the punishment already inflicted by Major 
Rion. I established rifle-pits some 200 yards outside the work (the 
nearest practicable point), and made such dispositions for holding the 
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post against assault (by assigning eadi oomnumd ita particiilar positiaiiy 
etc) as were necessary. 

On Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday the bombardment was kept op 
from the fleet from ten until five [o'clock] each day, the average nombv 
of projectiles thrown at the work being 800 daily, the caaualties being 
few and the damage to the fort inappreciable,' our work having been 
directed up to this time not in repairs, but to improvements at Foiti 
Wagner and Oregg. During these three days the enemy, under cover 
of the sandhills, erected batteries on land, the nearest being about three- 
quarters of a mile off, and others extending from Gregg's Hill to the 
left, and distant about one and three-quarter miles from Fort Wagner. 
These batteries were gradually unmasked* and were, with the ezcqption 
of the firKt, entirely without range of our guns. 

On Saturday, the 18th instant, at 8.15 A, M., the enemy, having dis- 
closed his land-batteries, brought up to their support his entire flee^ 
consisting of the Ironsides flagship, five monitors, and -a large number 
of wooden steam-gunships. With this immense circle by land and aea 
he poured for eleven hours, without cessation or intermission, a atorm 
of shot and shell upon Fort Wagner which is perhaps unequalled in 
hiHtory. My cMtiinute is that not less than 9000 solid shot and shell tyf 
all sizes, fnim X V-inch downward, were hurled during this period 9i the 
work. Tlie estimate of others is very much greater. 

The garrison of tlie fort on this day consisted of the Charleston bat- 
talion, Lieutenant-Colonel P. C. Gaillard, whose position extended 
from the sally-port in Lighthouse Inlet Creek on the right, to the 
lellt until it rested an (-olonel H. McKetlian's regiment, Fifty-first 
North Carolina troops, which extended to the gun-chamber opposite 
th(> honihproof d(M)r, at which point, and extending along the face of 
the work to the left t^) the sally-port next Fort Gregg, the Thirty-first. 
North Carolina trooi)s, Lieutenant-Colonel C. W. Knight, occupied 
the work. Theso positions for the infantry were verified by frequent 
inspections, and the several coniniands were required to sleep in posi- 
tion, and each man was instructed as to the exact point which he should 
occupy, and which in any moment of confusion he would be required 
to jrain and hold. In addition to this, a small portion of the Thirty- 
first North Carolina troops were held as a reserve in the parade, and a 
part occupied tin; i)arapet just to tlie right of the sally-port. 

On the out,si<lc of the fort two companies of the Charleston battalion 
held the sandhills ahmg the beach and the face extending from the 
sally-port to the sea-beach. The artillerists occuj)ied the several gun- 
chambers, and two light field-pieces were placed in battery outside of 
the fort on the traverse near the sally-port. The artillery command 
consisted of Cai)tains W. T. Tatom and Warren Adams, First Sonth 
Carolina [rejrnlar| Infantry [Third Artillery] ; J. T. Biickner and 
W. J. Dixon, Sixty-third Georgia Heavy Artillery, and Captaio 
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De Pass, commanding light artillery, all under the general command 
of Lieutenant-Colonel J. C. Slmkins, chief of artillery. 

The infantry, excepting the Charleston battalion, and the artillery, 
excepting the gun detachments, were placed, shortly after the shelling 
commenced, under cover of the bombproofs. The first-named battalion, 
with a heroic intrepidity never surpassed, animated by the splendid 
example of their field officers (Lieutenant-Colonel Gaillard and Major 
David Ramsay), had no protection except such as the parapet afforded 
them, yet maintained their position without flinching during the entire 
day. The 10-inch gun was fired at intervals of ten to fifteen minutes 
against the iron-clads, and the heavy guns on the land face whenever 
the working-parties or cannoneers of the enemy on the land showed 
themselves within range. The mortar, in charge of Captain Tatom, 
wjis fired every half hour. 

The c^isualties during the day of the bombardment did not exceed 8 
killed and 20 wounded. 

About two o*clock the flag halyards were cut and the Confederate flag 
blew over into the fort. Instantly Major Ramsay, Charleston battalion, 
Lieutenant William E. Reddick, Sixty-third Georgia [Artillery], Ser- 
geant Shelton and Private Flinn, Charleston battalion, sprang forward 
and replaced it on the ramparts, while at the same time Captain R. H* 
Barnwell of the Engineers dashed out, seized a battle-flag, and erected it 
by the side of the garrison flag. This flag was subsequently shot away, 
and replaced by Private Gilliland, Charleston battalion. 

As night approached, the increased severity of the bombardment 
plainly indicated that an assault would be made, and orders were issued 
to the commands to prepare to man the ramparts. At 7.45 o'clock 
the lines of the enemy were seen advancing, and the bombardment 
{slackened to an occasional shell from the ships and the land-batt^^ricM. 
As the enemy advanced they were met by a shower of grape and canister 
from our guns, and a terrible fire of musketry from the Charleston bat- 
talion and the Fifty-first North Carolina. These two commands gal- 
lantly maintained their position, and drove the enemy back quickly 
from their front with immense slaughter. 

In the mean time, on the lefl of tlie work the Thirty-first North 
Carolina could not be induced to occupy their position, and ingloriously 
deserted the ramparts, when, no resntance being offered at this point, 
the advance of the enemy, pushing forward, entered the ditch and 
ascended the work at the extreme left salient of the land face, and 
occupied it. I at once directed Lieutenant-Colonel Gaillard to keep 
up a severe enfilading fire to his left, and directed the field-pieces on 
the left of the fort outside of the sally-port to direct their fire to the 
right, so as to sweep the ditch and exterior slope of that part of the 
work thus occupied, and thus, at the same time, prevented the enemy 
from being supported at that point and cut off* all hope of his escape. 
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The main body of the enemy, after a brief attempt to paas OTer the 
field of fire, retreated under the fire of our artillery and the sheila of 
Fort Sumter, and must have suffered heavily as long as they were within 
tlie range of our guns. 

Colonel Harris of the Engineers, to whose skill I am much indebted, 
and whose coolness and gallantry were most eo a s p Lc u oos during the pre- 
viouH day, placed a howitzer on the right of the fort outside the beuh 
and co-operated with the guns on the left. 

Thinking it advisable to dislodge the enemy at onoe» before they had 
time to communicate their temporary success, I called for volnnteen to 
dislodge them. This call was promptly met by Majw J. B. McDon- 
ald, Fifty-first North Carolina troops, aqd by Captain Ryan, Charlestoa 
battalion. I selected Captain Ryan's company, and directed them to 
charge the enemy in the salient This work they advanced to with 
great spirit, but, unfortunately, Captain Ryan was killed at the moment 
of the advance, and his men hesitated and the oppoitttnity was lost 
Whenever the enemy showed themselves a sharp fire was kept up upon 
them by tlie Fifty- first North Carolina, and lifter considerable iiyuxy 
thus inflicted, a party of the Thirty-second Gleorgia regiment having 
been sent along the parapet to the left and on the top of the magaxine 
to approach their rear, they surrendered. In front of the fort the scene 
of carnage is indescribable. The repulse was overwhelming, and the 
loss to the enemy could not have been less than 2000, in killed, wounded, 
and prisoners — perhaps much more. 

Our loss I estimate at 50 killed and 150 wounded, but will forward an 
exjict return. 

As t<) the damage done to the work and guns, I have the honor to refer 
you to the reports of the engineer officer and chief of artillery, which 
will be forwarded. I will remark this: While the injury done to the 
work is considerable, it is much le«s than could have been exi>ected, 
and the damage to the guns, it is hoped, may be repaired in a short 
time. 

In conclusion, .... I am proud to bear testimony to the efficiency and 
gallantry of tbe other trooi)s. Colonel H. McKethan's regiment. Fifty- 
first North Carolina troops, redeemed the reputation of the Thirty-first 
regiment. Tliey gallantly sought their position under a heavy shelling, 
and maintained it during the action. Colonel McKethan, Lieutenant- 
Colonel C. B. Hobson, and Major McDonald are the field oflScers of 
tins regiment, and deserve special mention. 

The Charleston battalion distinguished themselves not only by their 
gallantry, but by their discipline and the cool performance of their duty 
and obedience to orders under the excitement and confusion alwavs 
incident to a night attack. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Gaillard and the brave Major Ramsay (who, I 
regret to say, was severely wounded) deserve the highest expression 
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of commendation for their conduct during the bombardment and the 
assault. 

The artillery behaved throughout the day with remarkable courage. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Simkins had a most severe duty to perform during 
the day in directing the operations of the artillery. This, unflinch- 
ingly and admirably, he performed, and after the enemy's heavy guns 
had ceased he mounted the parapet and encouraged the infantry. There, 
on the ramparts in the front, this admirable soldier and accomplished 
gentleman sealed his devotion to our cause by an early but most heroic 
death. 

Captains Buckner and Dixon, Sixty-third Georgia, and Captain Adams, 
First Sf)Uth Carolina Infantry [Third Artillery], deserve especial men- 
tion ; but I desire to bring most conspicuously to the notice of the brig- 
adier-general commanding the name of Lieutenant J. H. Powe, whose 
coolness, skill, and gallantry were unsurpassed. I regret to say he was 
severelv wounded. 

I would also especially mention Lieutenant T. D. Waties, command- 
ing the field-pieces on the left of the work, who was conspicuous for his 
gallantry and who was severely wounded; and the skill, coolness, and 
gallantry of Captain DePass, who assumed command of his pieces after 
his full. These pieces rendered most important service. 

I have doubtless omitted the names of many officers whose gallantry 
should be recorded, and shall in a subsequent report endeavor to do jus- 
tice to all. 

I must, in conclusion, mention the good conduct of Sergeant John 
R. Williams of Lieutenant Powers company, and Corporal Conneway 
of Twenty-second Georgia battalion, who greatly distinguished them- 
selves. 

To the officers of my personal staff I am under obligations. 

I lament to record the death of the gallant Captain P. H. Waring, 
acting aide-de-camp, and the wounding of Captain H. D. D. Twiggs, 
assistant inspector-general, and Captain W. E. Stoney, aide-de-camp, 
who were stricken down, nobly discharging their duty. 

To Captain W. T. Taliaferro, assistant adjutant-general; Lieuten- 
ants E. Mazyck and H. C. Cunningham, ordnance officers, and Rich- 
ard K. Meade, aide-de-camp, and to Surgeon J. C. Habersham, Major 
E. L. Holcombe, and Captain Thomas A. Burke, I tender my thanks 
for their aid, etc. during the course of the week. 

I would especially mention Captain R. H. Barnwell of the Engi- 
neers. 

The commands of Colonel C. H. Olmstead, Lieutenant-Colonel H. D. 
Capers, Major G. M. Hanvey, and Major W. S. Bassinger ; of Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel P. H. Nelson and Lieutenant-Colonel O. M. Dantzler ; and 
the artillery, under the admirable management of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Joseph A. Yates, with such officers as Captains J. R. Mathewes and 
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G. E. Chichester, deserve great credit for their bniTery and leal in the 
early part of the week.* 
I have the honor to be, very respectftilly, your obedient Mrvant^ 

Wm. B. Tau^ferbo, 

Captain W. F. Nance, 

AwUtaiU AtyulofU-Oeneral. 



Report of LienUtiaiiirColond P. C. ChUUgrd^ Charhtton BaUaUen. 

Charleston, 8. C, July 20, 1868. 

Captain : I have the honor to report that under orders from district 
head-quartern I reported for duty at Battery Wagner on Wednesday 
evening, the Idth instant, with five companies of my battalion. I have 
no remarks to make upon any of the occurrences of the garrison^ so far 
as my command is concerned, until Saturday, the 18th. 

On that day the enemy commenced between 7 and 8 A. M. a heavy 
bombardment from their fleet in the channel and from the land-batte- 
ries erected by them across Morris Island. The bombardment was kept 
up unremittingly until between 7 and 8 p. M. It may be proper here to 
state that for two or three hours in the afternoon it was most furious in 
its character. My command was exposed to its fury the whole day, 
never having left its position, and it is with pride I say it was not de- 
morulized in consequence of its exposure. Soon after dusk a violent 
assault wiv* made upon tho garrison by a strong force of infantry, which 
was repulsed by the jrarrisoii. Two of my companies {A and B) had 
been detac^hed from my command, and i)08ted outetide the garrison near 
the sally-jK>rt at the north-ejist portion of the works. Of the operations 
of these two eompanies I eannot speak, as I was posted at the south- 
west portion of the wc»rk and remote from their position. 

I herewith submit report from Captain Hlake, who commanded. The 
three eompanies ((', 1), and F) under my imnunliate command met the 
infantry assault with great eooliKjss and deliberation. This assault was 
repnlsed in a sliort time, when I directed my men to cease firing; nor 
was it requisite to open fire with them again. Soon after I ceaseil firing 
Hrigailier-Oeneral Taliaferro in person wiIUhI upon me for a portion of 
my eonnnand to occupy one of the batteries on the sea face, which was 
then oecu|)ied by the enemy. Major David Ramsay was leading this 
detachment, when it wil«* fired into, as is supposed, by some of our troo|>s, 
W(mnding the major and several others, and killing two men. 

My officers and men behaved with admirable coolness throughout the 
whole affjiir, and it is impossible to particularize when all behaved well. 
I cannot omit, however, to mention the gallant bearing of Captiiin W. 
II. Uyan of ( -ompany C\ who fell while leading a charge upon the bat- 
tery occupied by the enemy. 
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I would also state that Sergeant William Shelton of Company C 
and Private John Flynn of Company F tied the garrison flag to a 
temporary staff and set it up on the parapet when the flag fell from the 
cutting of the halyards, and this, too, under a severe fire. 

I would also mention the conduct of Private A. Gilliland of Com- 
pany D, who at a later hour and under a severe fire set up a battle-flag 
which had been raised upon the parapet when the flag fell, and which 
was thrown down by the explosion of a shell in its vicinity. 
Inclosed I submit a list of casualties. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

P. C. Gaillard, 
Lieutenant' Colonel, commanding. 
Captain W. T. Taliaferro, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 

[Author's Note. 

It has been mentioned in a note (page 105) that Lieutenant James 
Campbell, Company F, of the Charleston battalion, was made prisoner 
in this assault. When General Taliaferro, commanding in Battery 
Wagner, first discovered the enemy in the salient, it was Lieutenant 
Campbell who volunteered alone to reconnoitre and report the situation. 
Moving boldly along the ridge of the main bombproof, he soon over- 
heard the men of the enemy talking in the gun-pit below him, and next 
on the north to the salient itself. Emboldened still more by the expres- 
sions of alarm and demoralization on the part of the invaders, who 
realizes! that they were wellnigh cut off*, he ordered them to surrender, 
but paid dearly for his venture when they, discovering liim to be alone, 
instantly turned upon him and passed him under heavy fire to their 
rear. This ofilicer had been distinguished for the same fearless conduct 
at Secessionville the year before.] 



Report of Commander Balch, 

United States Steamer Pawnee, ) 
Stono River, S. C, July 16, 1863. 1 
Sir : I have the honor to report that at 4.40 A. m., the Pawnee and 
Marblehead being at anchor near Fort Grimball, the enemy opened on 
us hotly from batteries distant about 600 yards, the first shot striking 
urt, and the fire admirably given by the enemy. The position of the 
Pawnee was such that we could not get our guns to bear; and, seeing 
that we were powerless to inflict injury upon the enemy in that position, 
I deemed it prudent to drop down the river, where I could bring my 
puns to bear; this I did, and directed the Marblehead to do likewise. 
We were at anchor in position where we could reach the enemy, and 
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this tihiii, the Hurou, and ihc Mafblchead kopt up a brisk fire on the 
ooetiiy ; und, nuuii, liy leletenve to the signaUi rotirie by (ieii«m] Terrj, 
we were lelvgruplied to cease firiii)r. tho cnomy having rMrpat«d. 

The Piiwnce was attack tbiity-tliree timca in tiw. liiill, three times in 
the (tmoltesttick, Ibrec boatM dauiagcd by hIioI, bu<1 ci>nie aix »h(it« in the 
rSKS'^K' The chain-cablt' which I had put on the outside, I am happy 
to at«Ir, saved im fnim injury to our boiiera. 

The cawialtiM are, lu reported by thp surgeon, W. T. Hord. a« fol- 
itiw«, and, coiiEuderiiig the execiwively hnt fire, it is cause n{ great 
surpriati ihBl there should hsive been no more: vie. John W. PhiUp, 
lieuteuaat U. i^. N.,Hlightly wounded; James P. Lindiiay, acting master, 
V. B. N., alightly wounded ; James Madon, boatawaln's mate, U, 8. N., 
slightly wounded; John B. Fatlertun, landaman, mortally wouodud. 

My officera and men behaved in the coolest manner, and I wan aided 
anil admirably supported by Lieutenant-Commander Scott of ihe Mar- 
blehfad, and lu eoon aa the Huron could she o|ifned handsomely. 
Vary respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Georcf. R. Balch, 
Cbinntaadtr, and Senior OJfotr pretatl. 

Rear- Admiral J. A. Dahlgbeh, 

Vommaadiug S, A. B. Spiadron. 



CHAPTER VI. 

Brigadier- General Q. A. Gillmore reporU Ihe Demolition of Fori 

Sumter. 

HEAD-QfARTERS DEPAKTHBNT OP THE SoUTH, ) 

Morris Island, S. C, August 24, I8»8. J 
Miyor-Oeneral H. W. Halleik, 

GtHtral-ia-Cliief U. S. Army, Wathmglon, D. C. 

Sir : I have the honor to report the practical demolition of Fort Sum- 
ter as the rcMilt of our Hcven days' bombardment nf that work, during 
two days of which a powerful north-easterly storm moat seriously dimin- 
ished the accuracy und rflectivenens of our fire. 

Fort Sumter is to-day a .ihapelewi and harmless mass of raina. My 
chief of artillery, Colonel J. W. Turner, reports its de^itruction no fiir 
complet« that it is "no longer of any avail in the defense of Charleston." 
He also says that " by a lon};or fire it could he made more completely a 
ruin and aniasa of broken machinery, but could scarcely be more power- 
Ws for the defense of the harbor." 

My breach ing-batleries were locateil at a distance varying between 
33-30 and 4240 yards from the work, and now remain as efficient u ever. 
I dcciu it unnecessary to continue ibeir fire at present upon the ruins 
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of Sumter. I have also, at great labor and under a heavy fire from 
James Island, established batteries on my left within effective range of 
the heart of Charleston City, and have opened with them, after giving 
General Beauregard due notice of my intention to do so. My notifica- 
tion to General Beauregard, his reply thereto with the threat of retalia- 
tion, and my rejoinder, have been transmitted to army head -quarters. 
The projectiles from my batteries entered the city of Charleston, and 
(.reneral Beauregard himself designates them as the most destructive 
missiles ever used in war. 

Very respectfully, etc^ Q. A. Gillmore, 

Brigadier- Genera/ f commanding. 



Correspondence between Brigadier- General GUlmore and Rear- 
Admiral Dahlgren. 

Flag-steamer Dinsmore, ) 
Off Morris Island, July 20, 1863. ) 

Dear Sir: I hope your efforts will be more successful next time. 
.... When ready I will support you with the vessels, and hope to 
quell the fire of the work as before, and drive the garrison to shelter. 
When the a.ssault takes place in front, I propose to land from boats one 
of your best regiments to assault the angle rearward and toward the 
water. I would also suggest a picked column of three or four hundred 
men to attack the angle rearward and landward, passing up the rivulet 
that enters Vincent's Creek ; for this I will also endeavor to furnish 
boats. Thus assaulted, and the enemy kept under shelter to the last 
moment, it seems to me that the gallantry of our troops cannot fail to 
carry them into the work. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. A. Dahlgren, 
Rear- Admiral y commanding, 
Brigadier-General Q. A. Gillmore, 

Commanding Department of the South, Morris Is/and. 

Head-quarters Department of the South, | 
Morris Island, S. C, July 20, 1863. ) 

Dear Sir: I am in receipt of your communication of this date sug- 
gesting a method of attacking Fort Wagner. I am pleased with the 
project. I had already determined to advance my batteries, and shall 
commence doing so to-night. I also like your plan of assaulting the 
work, although I would much prefer making two columns of attack 
only — one in front along the beach, and the other in rear, landing on 
the east side of Morris Island. 

It involves, however, the consumption of men, in which this army has 
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already been a very severe sufferer. I began here whh the miniaiui 
force deemed safe for any offensive operatkma. Of that force I haw 
lost thirty-three per centum in killed, wounded, mlasingy and sfck. My 
actual loss in killed, wounded, and prisoners will not fidl lar short 
of twelve hundred men. As many more are laid up by sudden sickness 
occasioned by excessive fatigue-duty. 

With this more than triple decimatimi of my aeliva available com- 
mand, I hesitated to incur any fhrther immediate loss in the absence of 
I)<)werful reasons to the contrary. 

If the navy can furnish sailors and marines for one of the ooluoms 
of attack, I will supply the other or others, and a combined attack can 

be made on the work Should you desire to confer with me on 

this project I will come and see you. 

I have the honor to be, admiral, very respectftilly« your obedient se^ 
vant, Q. A. Oillmo&b, 

Bri^fodieT'Oenerai, eommumdmp. 

Rear- Admiral J. A. DAHiiGREN, eommanding. 

Head-quarters Department of the Soimiy I 
Morris Isijlnd, S. C, August 8, 1868. i 

Rear- Admiral Dahlgrex, 

Chmmanding & A, B. Squadron: 
Admiral: I am more and more convinced that we can practically 
inveHt this island, or at least keep all steamers away from Cumming's 
Point. Last night my look-out boat lay within four hundred yards of 
runiminj:j's Point until 14 p. M., and then moved in a northerly direc- 
tion, and rt'niain(Hl within about one thousand yards of Fort Sumter 
(<hie wi»st of the fort) until three o'clock this morning. Nothing visited 
(^nnming's Point during the night except three niwhoata. A large 
steamer ancliored ahreast of Fort Sumter just after dark, and remained 
there until just before daybreiik, and then moved toward the city. I 
have made the same arrangements for to-night that were in force last 
night. 1 have no howitzer-boats. Could you not prevent the small 
boats reacliing Oumming's Point with your boat-howitzers? 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Q. A. GlLLMORE, 

Brigadier- General, commanding, 

Fla(}-8TEAmeb Dinsmore, ) 
Off Morris Island, August 4, 18G3. J 

CiKNEUAl: Yours of tlie 3d has been received. In order that the 
object of it may be better att^iined, it will be advisjible that the officer 
who observed for you inside of Oumming's Point should con)muiui*ate 
how the boats, etc. should opera* e when the signal is made, and in what 
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direction. If you will direct him to see me, there will be no dilficulty 
in making the desired arrangements. 

I am very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. A. Uahloken, 
Rear- Admiral^ commanding. 
Brigadier-General Q. A. Gillmobe, 

U. S. A.y commandlntj Department South. 



Head-quarters Department of the South, ) 
Morris Island, August 5, 1863. ) 

Admiral Dahl(;ren, 

Commanding S. A, B. Stptadron : 
Admiral: .... I would say that a calcium light has been ordered 
from New York, and ought to reach here in the Fulton in about eight 
days from this time. With it I expect to be able to illuminate Cum- 
ming's Point, etc., so that my batteries and your boats can see it dis- 
tinctly, and be themselves in deep darkness. I hope and believe that 
we can effect satisfactory result** with it. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Q. A. Gillmore, 
Brigadier' General, commanding. 



Head-quarters Department of the Sf>UTH, ) 
Morris Island, S. C, August 23, 1868. I 

Rear-Admiral John A. Dahlgren, 

Comitmnding S. A. B. Sqnadron^ off Morris Island, S. C. : 

My dear Sir: .... I desire to call your attention to the project 
frequently discussed, and deemed practicable by us both, of investing 
Morris Island as soon as Sumter should be rendered harmless, and 
starving the enemy into terms. I think I can close communication on 
my left as far out as to include Lighthouse Creek. Cannot picket-boat^i 
be managed between the mouth of that creek and your monitors, so as 
to complete the investment? . . . : 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Q. A. Gillmore, 
Brigadier- General, commanding. 



[By signaljf.] Off Morris Island, August 31, 1863. 

General Gillmore: I understand from my chief pilot that you 
will be able day after to-morrow to open and sustain a heavy fire on 
24 



i 
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Sumter. I shall therefore postpone, at least for to-night, an intended 
movement. Admiral Daulg&en. 



[By ifit/fials,] MoRRie Island, August 31, 1863. 

Admiral Dahlgren : I regret that any verbal report from your 
chief pilot has caused the postponement of any intended movement, 
when time is of such grcjit value to the enemy in increasing the bat- 
teries on Sullivan's Island. Sumter did not fire on the monitors while 
they were in range to-day. I will open on Sumter to-morrow with five 
heavy guns, including two in the naval battery. 

General Gillmore. 



Morris Island, September 3, 1863. 

Rear-admiral John A. Dahlgren, commanding: 

Dear Sir: .... The cutting off of the enemy's communications 
with this island forms an importiint element in this plan, and I hope 
it may commence to-night. Q. A. Gillmore, 

Brigadier' General, commanding. 



Attempt to Destroy the U. S. S, Iro7isides, off Charleston Harbor, S, C, 
Aug^ist 20-3 1 y 186 J. — Report of Captain J. Carlin, commanding 
Torpedo Ram. 

Charleston, August 22, 1863. 

General : I have the honor to report that I attacked the Ironsides 
on the night of the 20th, but regret to say, however, it was not accom- 
panied with any beneficial result 

I communicated with Fort Sumter at 10 p. M. and obtained a guard 
of 11 men, under command of Lieutenant E. S. Fickling. At 11.30 
p. M. I passed the obstructions, and at 12 sighted the Ironsides lying 
at anchor in the channel off Morris Island, with five monitors moored 
immediately in a south -south -west direction from her, and about 300 
yards distant. One monitor was anchored in the direction bearing upon 
Battery Gregg, and about half a mile distant. When I came within a 
quarter of a mile of the Ironsides I lowered the torpedoes and proceeded 
directly for the ship, feeling at the same time fully confident of striking 
her in the right place. At this time she was lying across the channel 
and heading for Morris Island. I steered up, keeping the object on 
our port bow, and when within forty yards from the ship I stopped the 
engine an<l ordered the helm put hard a-starboard. 

I attribute my failure to the want of proper execution of this order. 
I noticed the slow obedience of the ship to her helm, and again gave 
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the order, repeating it three timea. It was a moment of great anxiety 
and expectation, and, not doubting but I would strike her, I was obliged 
to attend to the proper command of the officers and men and restrain 
any undue excitement. In this I was ably assisted by the cool, cour- 
ageous bearing of Lieutenant Fickling, who commanded the force sta- 
tioneil for defense. I discovered, as we ranged up alongside, that, in 
consequence of the Ironsides being in the act of swinging to the ebb, 
we must miss with our torpedoes, but feared that her chain cable would 
either ignite them or detain us alongside. In either case we must have 
been captured. A kind Providence, however, intervened and saved our 
little band from such disaster. When about fifty yards distant we were 
hailed, *' Ship ahoy !" After deliberating whether I should not give him 
some warning, I felt so sure of striking him, I finally answered ** Hello !" 
and in an oflicial and stern tone as possible. Another hail, " What ship 
is that ?" I answered, almost immediately, " The steamer Live Yankee." 

We were still moving slowly past the bow. I gave order to go ahead 
with the engine, and was informed at the same time that the enemy were 
boarding us. Without looking to see whether such was the case, I gave 
the order to defend the ship, and got my arms ready in time to prevent the 
firing upon some sailors that were looking at us from the ports. I saw 
they were not boarding, and I immediately ordered the men to hold and 
not fire. They dropped immediately, showing specimen of the effect of 
good discipline. Just at this time he hailed again, '* Where are you 
from?" Answered, "Port Royal." I found that we had ranged just 
clear of his bow, and out of danger of being boarded except by launches. 
I then went to the engine-room to see what was the matter, as fully two 
minutes had elapsed since the order had been given to go ahead. I 
found that the engine had caught upon the centre, and, notwithstand- 
ing a contined effort for at least four or ^ve minutes, they failed to get 
started ahead. I was again hailed, " What ship is that ?" Answered, 
"The United States steamer Yankee." 

I again went to the engine-room, and by encouragement to the engi- 
neers found her in the act of starting. Another hail and another called 
me to the deck, and as none of my officers heard the question, I sur- 
mised it to be an order to come to anchor or to surrender. I answered, 
" Ay, ay, sir ; Fll come on board." I found we were moving ahead 
slowly, and in two minutes must have passed out of his sight, as he 
commenced firing in the opposite direction. He afterward fired, sweep- 
ing the horizon, two shots passing on either side about twenty feet off. 

It was my intention to attack one of the monitors, but afler the exj)e- 
rience with the engine I concluded it would be almost madness to attempt 
it. I therefore steered back to the city. 

General, in consequence of the tests to which I have put the ship in 
the two late adventures, I feel it my duty most unhesitatingly to express 
my condemnation of the vessel and engine for the purposes it was 
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intended, and aM soon as she can be docked and the leak stopped would 
advise making a transport of her. 

I beg to remain y ri»pect fully, your obedient servant, 

J. GABuy. 

General (i. T. Heaukeijard, 

Commanding at Charle^t^tn, S, C. 

[ludoracmeut.] 

IIi)-QK.s. D£i*T. South Cakolixa, Georgia, and Florida, ) 

August 20 [23|, 1863. i 

('Ai>TAix: Your report of operati(ms in the attempt to destroy the 
IronsitU's during the night of the 18th [20th] instant has been received. 
I ri>gret exceiMlingly that you should have met with so many diificulties 
in your disiiitert'sttMl and praiseworthy enterprise ; but I am happy to 
learn that you are still willing to retain the command of the t^>q)ed«>- 
ram, for I know no one to whose skill and experience I would sooner 
trust the boat on so bold and gallant an undertaking. I feel convinced 
that aiiotluT trial under more favorable circumstances will surely meet 
with success, notwithstanding the known defects of the vessel. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. T. Beauregard, 
Oeneral commanding. 
Captain James Carux, 

i.hmm<indnuj Torpedo- Rnm, CharleMton^ S, C, 

Ihtnutf/rs nf the Bowhanlmrnf of CharlMou, S, C, Aug. Ql-DfT, 31, 

JSfj.t. — Jitpnrt of Mtijnr IL'unj Bryan, AmAfunt LiJipeHor- General 

(\ S. Amu/. 

Charleston. January 6, IS64. 

CoLONKL: In complianoo with inclosed order, I have the honr>r to 
inaki' tin' followiiij: njMjrt on the bombardment of Charleston by the 
Al>olilioii army up to date. 

TIr* trrii'Tal H'sult luis been the injury of a large number of dwell- 
ings and stores, and many baiiksi, public hallx, churches, etc., by the 
pereiis-i(Mi and explosion of the shells thrown; the burning of six 
buildings and a eotton-j>ress December 2;"), 1863, by a fire originating 
from the expl(>sion of a shell ; mid the destruction of some me<lical stores. 
August 21, 18(58, by a shell bursting in the medical purveyor's office and 
setting lire to it. It has further caused considerable social distress by 
obliging; thousands of [fersons in the lower part of the city, in order to 
avoi<l danger, to leave their homes and close their hotels, and si'ek 
refuge in th(^ upper ])ortioii of the city or in the interior of the State. 
This will expose valuable proj)erty to theft and to injur}* from the ele- 
ments. The efl'ect upon military oj)eratious here has Wen compara- 
tively unim|)ortant, and has occasioned no loss of mat^rief, excepting 
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the medical stores, worth about $1500. As a matter of prudence, all 
military head-quarters, offices, and hospitals have been moved out of 
range to the upper portions of the city, the signal corps remaining at 
its (M)st, which is out of the line of fire. As equally good buildings 
have been found in the upper part of the city for these offices, hos- 
pitals, etc., their removal cannot be considered an injury to the army. 
The movements of harbor transportation have been much inconve- 
nienced, but not practically impeded by this bombardment. 

The casualties have been remarkably few, and fallen almost entirely 
u\M)n the civilians who clung to their homes. The whole result has so 
far been utterly inadequate to the labors and boasts of the besieging 
forces. That they should attempt to intimidate the people of Charles- 
ton into a surrender of their city is not to be wondered at; but having 
plainly seen that the destruction of property did not shake their deter- 
mination, it is difficult to imagine what usage of civilization would jus- 
tify them in continuing it. 

Damage to Property. — This will be large, owing to the impracticability 
of repaint and consequent action of the elements on buildings laid open 
to it. The immediate damage from the shells cannot be considered large 
in proportion to the area within the enemy's range. From St. Michael's 
steeple, which commands a full view, there is but a small appearance 
of destruction visible. By a rough inspection of the city yesterday with 
an intelligent local editor, who had already been taking accounts of the 
effects of the shelling, I learned that 126 buildings (including kitchens) 
had been struck by shells, about 85 being much injured and 41 only 
slightly. I presume that three- fourths of the houses struck can be 
repaired without pulling -down any main wall; but a portion have 
rafters, joists, or corners very badly shattered — the South Carolina 
Hall (near St. Michaers Church), for instance, having been struck 
three times through the roof. 

Damage to Life. — Five deaths have resulted from the bombardment — 
viz. Mrs. Hawthorne, No. 70 Church street, wounded by shell in right 
side, and died six weeks after ; Miss Plane, corner Meeting and Market, 
left foot crushed by shell, and died in six days; Mr. William Knighton, 
corner Meeting and Market, right leg taken off, and died in four days ; 
Mr. John Doscher, of German Fire Company, wounded at fire of De- 
cember 25th, and since died; Rebecca, slave of Mr. Lindsay, No. 5 
Beaufain street, killed instantly by shell. At the fire of December 25th 
there were 1 fireman, 1 policeman, and 4 soldiers slightly wounded. 

Number of Shots. — The number fired at the city from August 21, 1863, 
to January 5, 1864, as noted by the observer in St. Michael's, is 472. 
Of these 27 were thrown on August 2l8t, 22d, and 24th, and 3 on 
October 27th. The regular bombardment may be said to have begun 
on November 17th, from which date to January 5, 1864, 442 are reported. 
Out of the 472 shells thrown at the city, 28 are reported to have fallen 
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short, making about 444 which struck in the city ; but in ray inspection 
and inquiry f could only learn of some 225 — viz. : 

Shells striking bouses 145 

Shells striking yards 19 

Shells striking in the streets and ou the edge of burned district ... 61 

Total 225 

******* 

Average Number of Shoh per Day. — During the three shellingK in 
August (21st to 24th), four days, about 7 per day. None in September. 
In October only 3 shells were thrown, all in one day. From November 
17, 1803, to January 5, 1864, fifty days, about 9 shells per day. 

Proportion of Shells which Burst, — ^The records of this are very im- 
perfect, and the general opinion seems to be that only one-third of the 
shells thrown at the city have burst. The observer's records for Decem- 
ber are 316 shells thrown, of which 20 fell short. Of these, 123 are 
reported as not exploded, equal to about 39 per cent, of the number 
thrown, or 42 per cent, of the number which struck the city. 

On January 2, 1864, 12 shells were thrown, of which one-half failed 
to explode. 

What Part of the City most Frequently Struck, — I have indicated this 
on the accompanying map by a dotted red-ink line. It is nearly bounded 
north by Market street from East Bay to Meeting, down Meeting to 
Horlbeck*8 alley, and along Horlbeck*s alley to King street; west by 
King street from Horlbeck's alley to Tradd street ; south by Tradd street 
from corner of King to Church street ; down Church street to Longitude 
lane, and along that lane to East Bay, and east by East Bay street. 
Mr. T. S. Hale, the observer at St. Michael's, reports that "the 
enemy's principal line of fire upon the city has been St. Michaers 
Church steeple, radiating to the north-eastward as far as St. Philip's 
Church," and generally limited westwardly in its range to Archdale 
street. ** Since January 1st the enemy appears to have made St. Philip's 
Church steeple his line of fire, hence the shells striking higher up in 
the city." On the map accompanying the wards are marked in separate 
colors, and the district burned in 1861 by a dark-brown tint. The shells 
first thrown at the city were 200-pounder Parrotts, but afterward the 
lOO-pounder Parrotts. 

Peo|»le are occasionally found living in the lower part of the city 
apparently indifferent to the danger of the enemy's fire. I think there 
are a good many west of Meeting street. The Blakely-gun battery 
appears to be the only one in the line of fire. 

Respectfully submitted, Henry Bryan, 

Major and Assistant Inspector- GenercU, 

Lieutenant-Colonel A. Roman, 

Assist. lu^p.-Gen. Dept. of S. C, Ga., and Fla, 
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Reeapitulattmi of Enemy^s Shelling of Charleston, 



Month. 



Charleston, March 4, 1864. 



Noveml>er. IWW . 

DcH-cmber, 1«<)3 . 

January, 18<VI . . 

February. 1H64 . . 

March, lHi*f4 . . . 

Grand total . 



Reached 


Fell 


Total 


city. 


short. 


rtred. 

87 


77 


10 


283 


33 


316 


9») 


533 


1523 


9CA 


763 


1727 


236 


89 


325 


2&50 


1428 


auTH 



Alfrkd Rheit, 

Colonel^ commanding. 



Battery Wagner ^ mth Three GunSy fights the Iron- Clad Squadron , 
carrying Twenty-eight Guns, — A Memorable Day. 

Head-quarters Battery Wagner, ) 
August 17, 1863, 9 p. M. 1 

Captain: I had the honor last night to forward report up to l.liO 
A. M. this morning, when slow firing was going on from our land-face, 
which continued up to 4.30 A. M. 

The enemy responded with a vigorous mortar-fire, ceasing about the 
same time as ours. 

At 5 A. M. they opened a severe fire of Parrott guns from their works 
on Morris Island to our right, ceasing just before 6. There were no 
casualties reported from this fire, and no material damage done. 

Just after 6 A. M. a monitor, and then the Ironsides, were seen draw- 
ing up, and, according to the views of the commanding general, were 
allowed to come in close. An action with these and other monitors 
commenced about half- past 6, Lieutenant J. Julius Alston's detachment 
manning the two columbiads, and a squad of Company B, Lucas's bat- 
talion, manning the rifled 32-pounder, directed mostly by Captain 
Robert Pringle and sometimes by Lieutenant E. B. Calhoun. Lieu- 
tenant Alston acte<i as gunner for right columbiad, directing his fire on 
left and nearest monitor, distant about 600 yards. Sergeant D. H. 
Welch, Company E, First Artillery, directed the fire of left columbiad 
against the Ironsides, distant about 700 to 800 yards. 

It was impracticable to train the right columbiad on the Ironsides. 

Captain Pringle, Company B, Lucas's battalion, directed the fire of 
the rifle-gun against the left and nearest monitor, she being about 200 
yards nearer than the Ironsides, for about an hour, and then against 
another monitor, which came in still nearer on the right, for about 
another hour, when I directed the men to leave their guns. These 
monitors threw canister and shrapnel frequently, causing great annoy- 
ance to the cannoneers. 
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(^iptaiii Pringle fired over 40 bolts from hu» gun, with little effect at 
first, but lliiiikK he struck with one shot out of every three during the 
last two-thirdrt of \m firing. During this firing Captain Wampler of 
the Engineers rendered gallant and effective service in repairing trmr- 
erse eirele to this gun. 

Ailer Lieutenant Alston had fired about five shots from the right 
eoluinbiad, the monitor came in so close — within 500 yards — that he 
was uiuible to deprens the gun sufllciently to strike the turret, though 
he fired some six shots over it in very good line. 

Toward the last of our firing (which lasted about two hours and ten 
minutes) the monitor, which had been receiving Lieutenant Alston's 
fire, (lr(>w uiY to the flei^t apparently injured, and his fire was transferred 
to the next monitor to the right 

Lieutenant Alston fought his gun all through our firing, only inter- 
ru])teil by temporary disabling of one of his eccentric wheels. Sergeant 
Welch handkHl his gun well, and is reported to have struck the Iron- 
sides seviTal times. His detachment was relieved, being worn out, at 
about a quarter before 8 with detachment of Ck>mpany E, Charleston 
battalion, under Captain F. T. Miles. They had been at their gun about 
ten minut(^ when a shell burst annmg them, wounding or stunning every 
man, and thus strip])ing the gun-chamber. Lieutenant Alston had no 
uHMi tor it, and, indeed, had been assisted by three or four men of 
Prinjrle's eompany. 

Captain Miles, bcin^; stunned and very weak, looked after his man- 
jrled men in the hosjntal, and Lieutenant Palmer, Company E, Charles- 
ton b:ittali«>n, who had been assisting Captain Chichester for an hour a* 
!uljut:int, was s(>oii after ordered to jjet a detachment and take charge 
• ►r iIh" u^un. wliieh he failed to do; but finally a detachment wa* supplied 
niidcr Lioutt'iiaiit .1. W. Axson, who received a slight contusion in the 
knee Im'Toh' the ^aiii was loade»l. They only fired it once, about 8.40 
A. M., wluii, with the a<lviee of Captiiin Chichester, my chief of artil- 
lery, all tin' eann(>neers on the sea-face were called off to the passages 
arnl hoinl>pnM>rs, as iheir exposure was greater than any attainable res^ult 
woiiM jiiNlity. Six monitors came up, and certainly five of them were 
liririir on this battery at onee, eominc: as near as they pleased. Various 
huMl-hattvrios of the enemy, including their strong work in rear of the 
stockade, kept up a brisk fire, but I do not think many casualties resulted 
from it. 

Just before 1» A. M. myactinfr aide. Lieutenant John D. Hopkins, C<mi- 
paiiy (f. First (Jeorgia, carried an order to Captain Daveni>ort, com- 
mniidiiig First (Jeorjria in the sandhills, to detail three gun-detachments 
from his command, and led them up, one man being killed by shrapnel 
in execution of this order. They reported, under Lieutenant H. A. 
Klkins, before 1(» A. M., t«)0 late to take part in morning fight, and were 
put in charge of left eolumbiad. 



REPORTS, CORRESPONDENCE, DESPATCHES, ETC. ci 

At 9.20 parapet in front of left columbiad was badly damaged, and 
Captain Wampler soon after took measures to strengthen it. 

Captain Wampler and Major Bryan examined magazines and reported 
them sufc. Five monitors deployed in line. 

At 9.45 the firing slackened a short time, the monitors drawing off 
toward the south, the Ironsides stationary. At 10.15 two monitors 
moved to left of this battery, and soon a very heavy fire opened. 

Just before 11a. m.. Captain J. M. Wampler, chief engineer, was 
killed, while writing at head-quarters, by a fragment of a shell cutting 
liis spine. I greatly deplore the loss of this gallant man. 

At 11.05 A. M. an ammunition-chest was exploded by enemy's shell at 
the field-guns, and some 12-pounder shrapnel and shell destroyed ; at 
11.45 six monitors deployed, two to the left and four to front and extreme 
right. 

At 12.15 all the monitors, excepting one, moving to the south, but 
one drew near and tired occasionally, and about half-past 12 all firing 
ceased ; the monitors and Ironsides hauled off from a mile to one and 
three-quarters. The men were turned out of the bombproof to eat and 
get fresh air. At a little after 1 P. M. the enemy opened a mortar-fire 
(not good), which ceased at 2.30 p. M. 

At 3.45 one monitor approached battery and opened fire, soon joined 
by another about 4 P. M. ; returned by our two columbiads and one rifled 
gun. Unfortunately, the rifled gun was spiked in attempting to load it, 
from the priming wire having been carelessly left in the vent and broken 
off flush in trying to draw it out. At 4.10 a large hole was torn in par- 
apet in front of the north columbiad, but Lieutenant Alston continued 
fighting it with an infantry detail, shovelling away the sand ; finally, the 
Yates traversing gear got out of order. 

At 4.40 a XV-inch shell burst under the chassis of left columbiad, 
tearing the chassis badly, injuring the Yates traversing gear, and tear- 
ing the platform slightly. 

Fortunately, only one of the men of the detachment was injured, and 
he slightly. They were from First Georgia, Lieutenant Elkins in charge, 
and behaved gallantly. 

4.45 p. M. — Our fire cea.sed about this time, but the enemy's fire from 
two monitors, at close range, continued till nearly six o'clock, since which 
time all has been quiet. 

August 18th, 3 A. M. — All quiet, garrison very much exhausted, repair- 
ing damages. 

Captain Gregorie has reported as engineer. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Lawrence M. Keitt, 

Oolonely commanding. 

Captain W. F. Nance, 

Aamtani Adjutant- QeneraL 
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CIIAPTEK VII. 

PrtteeedingH of a (Juuncil of OffUsen held at Fori Sumter A ug%td 34Ul 

■ Fort Sumter, August 25, 18^. 
CoLoNKL: I send you two copicH of our proceediugts of yesterday 
uIUtiiodii, one tor Colonel Gilmer iind yourself; the other please bare 
si<riu>(l and rctiinKMl. 

From exiiiiiinution, we find the ll-inch gun is severely if not seri- 
ously craek(Hl ut the junction of the right trunnion with itrt riuibaue. 

Very rc^spectfully, 

F. H. Harleston, 
Qijfiain FirM South Oiroiina ArlUlfry. 
Colonel Harris, 

^.J;ryw of Kn(jineers^ ChnrMon, 

[Inclosare]. 

Pro*'reilht«fR of a councif of ojfirrrs convened at Fori Samirr^ CharUtion 
hfirhoi'^ in lutmptianve icith the f of hiring tetter: 

lIi>-QU-{. l)i:i»T. SoiTTii Carolina, Gkoruia, and Florida, [ 
CiiARLixroN, S. C, August 24, 18(53-10.30 A. M. J 

CoLONKL llARIilS: 

CoLoNKi, : (iiMHTJil Beauregard direcU that you proceed immediately 
to Fort Sumter (together with Colonel Gilmer, if agn^ahlc to him), to 
eoiil'rr with Colonel Khett, his ehief of artillery, ami Lieutenant .Fohn- 
soii, FiiiL^iin'tTs. t(» report upon the defenses of the plaee or the julvi^iji- 
hility of jih.iiuloiiintr the work. In the attempt to reaeh the f<»rl the 
pMieral <h-;in'^ that a propcT regard should be had to your own siifely. 
You must in)t U!nlertake the trip if too dangerous. 
Ilespeetl'ully, your obedient servant, 

A. N. TOUTAXT BEAURF/JARn, 

Aidt'-ite-C'imp, 

III eomplianee witli the above letter, a eouncil of oflieers, consisting 
orCohmcl (iilmer. ('. S. Corps of Fnirineers; (.\>lonel Rhett, First Siuiih 
Carolina Artilh-ry: Coloiu*] Harris. V. S. C-orps of Engineers; Major 
lUainling, Fir>t South Carolina Artillery; Captain F. H. Harh»s- 
tou. First South Carolina Artillery; and Lieutenant Johnson, Coqw 
of Kngineers, met at Fort Sumter on the aftermwrn of Aujrust 24. 
1S(;:5. 

Captain Harleston acted as recorder. The first proposition proposed 
for consideration was, "The present r)irensive condition of the fort." 

Lieutenant J()nNS(>\, FjiLnneer Ct^rps: Tlie pn>*ent offensive oondi- 
ti<ni of the fort is very limited; one very fine gun (11-inch) capable of 
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being fired with advantage; two othera (10-inch) at disadvantage, in 
consequence of shattered condition of parapet. 

Captain Harlestox of same opinion as Lieutenant Johnson. 

Major Blandino : The offensive condition of the fort is very nearly 
destroyed ; only one gun (11-inch) that can be used with any advantage. 

Colonel Harris indorses Lieutenant Johnson's opinion. 

Colonel Rhett : In action it would be impracticable to use but one 
gun, the 11-inch, and that would soon be disabled. 

Colonel Gilmer of the same opinion as Lieutenant Johnson. 

Second proposition : Can offensive power still be given to these guns 
by additional cover and change of location ? 

Lieutenant Johnson : Yes ; by sandbag ^paulement and timber plat- 
forms in rear of and between present platforms. 

Captain Harleston : Consider it impracticable on account of pres- 
ent shattered condition of the fort, and that sufficient time will not be 
allowed. 

Major Blanding : Agree with Captain Harleston. 

Colonel Harris: It can be done in present condition of fort, if time 
is allowed. 

Colonel Rhett : Would like to see it carried out, but consider it im- 
practicable. 

Colonel Gilmer : It is entirely within the capacity of the engineer to 
accomplish the work in the manner suggested by Lieutenant Johnson, if 
not under fire, at night when the fire ceases. 

Third proposition : Capacity of the fort as a defensive position, in its 
present condition, against a barge attack, and the number of men needed. 

Lieutenant Johnson : I think the capacity of the fort sufficient, and 
that it needs 300 muskets. 

Captain Harleston : I think the capacity of the fort sufficient, and 
that it needs from 250 to 300 muskets. 

Major Blanding : Without outside assistance, in its present condi- 
tion, 500 muskets will be needed. 

Colonel Harris : Agree with Lieutenant Johnson. 

Colonel Rhett: The navy will not be able to assist in an attack from 
barges; the fort can be held in its present condition with no less force 
than 400 effective men, and a large part of those should be kept under 
arms during the night, as barges can come within fifty yards without 
being seen. 

Colonel Gilmer : The defensive capacity of the fort is sufficient if 
garrisoned with 300 effective men, giving them the assistance of splinter- 
proof cover and sandbag ^paulements. 

Fourth proposition : Power of the fort to preserve its present defensive 
condition against probable attack. 

Lieutenant Johnson : Against the possible combined attacks of the 
fleet, Parrott guns, and mortars, thirty-six hours. 
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Captain Harle^on : Agree with Lieutenant Johnaon. 

Majiir BLANMNif : Against a combined vigorous attack, twelve hours. 

O'iiiiiel Hakki.-? : Cannot undertake to answer as regards time. 

C'ilunel Hhktt : The ciu^tem wall is much shattered by the fire of the 
7th of April, and hius never been repaired, excepting two castematos, 
which have been rirbuilt with new masonrr; the wall has been rein- 
fonvd ill the casemates with sandbags; it has also been seriously dam- 
aL!td by tire fn>iii the land-batteries on Morris Island. My opinion ift 
that a tire from thi' iruii-rlad fleet for from two to three houn« would 
dtMri'V the inte;irity of the wall, if it did not bring it down. A coni- 
biiti-il tire fnim laud-batteries on Morris Island, with a monitor attack, 
wiiuhl iihiTft probably brin^ down a large part of the wall. The inner 
corner wall of eastern magazine is now cracked. The fort wall adjoin- 
ing the pier of thf upper magazine has been completely shot away, and 
I think a c'liieeiitrated tire of two hours on the junction of the upper 
aiitl lower mapizine:> would render the magazine unsafe. The north 
wall of tlu* ujipt-r western magazine is unprotected, and is exposed to a 
reverse lire from the fltn^t tiring one or two points n<»rth of perjiendicu- 
lar to east face (»f fort. A few shots Ujion this wall, striking about the 
junction of ujtper and lower magazine, would render the magazine 
un>afe. This place \> now being reinforced with eight feet of sand. 
The roof of the hospital is now tmly pn»tected by brick arches that 
wouhl be cnishHl throntrh by a few shells. 

Colonel <iiLMi:R : From the examination I have been able to make 
as to the etleet of the boinbanlnient iiji to this time, 1 think the fort will 
reiiiiiin t<na]»le mlmIiiM any ]»ro]»al)le attack for many days if the Enjri- 
iieer otlirer< l»e suppli*'*! with the labor and material net*essary to rein- 
toree point'; nmiparatively weak. 

Alfred Rhett, 

Ormsby Blandixg, 
Mnjor First Sttuth CaroHua A rfilfen/. 
F. H. Harlestox, 

fhpfain First South Oirotimt Artitfrry. 
John Johnson, 
Fir^t Liaitemint EiKjiueer Chrps^ Provisioimf Annij C. S, 

The fore.iroiiii: is a correct report of what occurred at the consultation 
of the ollicers name*!, but we <]•► not consider it as enibodying our opinion 
in full as to " the a<lvisjil»ility of abandoning the work," as cnlle<l for by 
the c<»ninian<lin«r ^'eiieral in a letter, a copy of which is embracwl in the 
forc'Toinjr pr(>ceedings. J. F. Gilmer, 

(\>ioneI, find Chief of Enfjineer Bureau. 

D. B. Harrl^, 
Lieutenant- Cohnel, and Chief Engineer of Departmait. 
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Be])ort of Cohnel Jeremy F. Gilmer and Ideuienantr Colonel D, B, 
Harris, C.S. Corps of Engineers, of Inspection Aug. 24, 18G3, 

Office of the Chief Engineer, ) 
Charleston, S. C, August 25, 1863. ) 

General : We have the honor to report that in compliance with your 
instructions we visited Fort Sumter yesterday afternoon, made a careful 
examination of its condition, and held a consultation with a portion of 
its officers, a copy of which we hand you inclosed. In addition to our 
answers to certain questions propounded at that consultation, we beg 
leave to state that, in our opinion, it is not advisable to abandon the 
fort at this time. On the contrary, we think it should be held to the 
hist extremity. How long it may be held is now only a matter of con- 
jecture, but there are many elements of defense within the fort, in its 
present shattered condition, which if properly used may enable a resolute 
garrison to hold it for many days. The question of its abandonment, 
whenever it may arise, we respectfully suggest, should be determined by 
the commanding general, and not left to the discretion of the commander 
of the fort. 

We have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours, 

J. F. Gilmer, 
Colonel, and Chief of Engineer Bureau, 

D. B. Harris, 
Lienienant' Colonel, and Chief Engineer of Department, 
General G. T. Beauregard, 

Commanding, etc, 

[Indorsement.] 

Head-quarters Dept. S. C, Ga., and Fla., ) 
Charleston, S. C, August 20, 18G.3. > 

The opinion of Colonel Gilmer and Lieutenant-Colonel Harris of the 
Engineers is approved. Fort Sumter must be held to the last extremity 
— i. e. not surrendered until it becomes impossible to hold it longer with- 
out an unnecessary sacrifice of human life. Evacuation of the fort must 
not be contemplated one instant without positive orders from these head- 
quarters. G. T. Beauregard, 

General, commanding. 



Extracts from Major T, B, Brooks's Journal of the Siege of Wagner 

( Gillmore's Beport), 

July S5, 1863, — ....** The enemy opened on our advanced works 
on the right this morning, with columbiads and a Brooke rifle, from 
what was afterward known as Battery Simkins on Shell Point, distant 
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from the rtccoiid parallel about 3300 yardd. Thin ia the first fire we hsTe 
rt'ciMvod i'roin JaiiK'8 Inland, and watt particularly heavy to>day. (It 
uthTward, with the fire of Sumter and Battery Gregg, i*ontinued day 
and night.) Our batteries reply by firing at Wagner, which dens* not 
H'spoiid. This James Island battery will be most annoying, because 
our works are not, and could not easily be, defiladed against it, either 
in profile or trace, on account of tlie form and scarcity of ground on 
which we have to operate." 

AwjuHinh. — "The detail for to-night's work is 124 volunteer engi- 
neers, under Lieutenant-* Farraud and Talcott, and 80 infantr>', under 
Captain Walker. The engineers were in advance. Two hundred and 
sixty yards of trench were oi>ened, and a splinter-proof parapet, from 
six and a half to eight feet high, built throughout its length. No 
portion wjts revetted. Our grand-guard outposts were but thirty yards 
in front of the working- party, and the enemy's pickets, who could be 
st'cn, were apparently not over thirty yards farther. The engineers, on 
tlieir knees, shovelled almost noiselessly. I could scarcely hear or see 
them from the line of outposts thirty yards distant. The following 
method of setting the engineers at work was adopted: They carried no 
arms. Eacli man held a short-handled shovel in his right hand ; in the 
lelt, at intervals of six feet, each grasped a marked rope. The engineer 
otiieer who located the line took the lead. The men marched forward 
stooping. At a signal tlie rope was dropped, and each man went to 
tligging a pit where he stoo<l. throwing the earth over the rope; these 

pit^ were ronnected and gjHxl rover was soon obtained At alxMit 

two o'clock on tlic morning of the 11th, when the last-mentione<l work 
(a l):itl<ry near the centre of the parallel) was about one-half complete<l, 
Wmlmht opciHMl a heavy fire of grape, canister, and shell, which, with 
tlh- lire of the James Island batteries and Sumter, stopped our working- 
parties entirely for the first time in the siege." 

. . . . " Dr. (Irani nndertook to-night ( August 10th) to light upCum- 
nnrjLr'> Point with tw<> cali'inm lights placi^l in the left batteries, di^tanl 
oiMK) yanls. The ohji'ct wa.s to reveal to our gunners any of the enemy's 
sneeor-lM.at< that may he attempting to eommunicate with his forces on 
M...i: Klarul, and intcTrnpt the operations with our fire. On the night 
o: Au.u-t Ith, (^iptain Tayne, the sc(mt, and party were capture<l while 
rep<\iiinLMheir end(>avors to discover these relief-boats. Neither plan 
fully succeeded," 

Atninst j.>(/.— .... *'At daylight the enemy opened on this new 
work with artillery from WagntT, and completely destroycnl it, kn(H-k- 
ing tlu' gabions to pi<'ces and caving the parapet back into the trench 
for twelve vards in hriirth. This part of the work had to be abandontMl. 

\ small ' redan ' was built in front of the lett of the fourth pamllcl 

bv the Hying sap, the enemy's j)ickets being within twenty-tive yards. 
This .... «rave cover in reverse against the fire of James Island, which 
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is producing more ctisualties among our troops than at any j>reviou.s 
time, averaging in the special guard of the advanced trenches ten per 
day. On one day one of these regimente, the Eighty-fifth Pennsylvania 
volunteers, numbering three hundred, lost twenty men." .... 

Auguat 24fh, — .... "This aft<?rnoon a mortar was opened on our 
fourth parallel from Wagner. Three sappers were wounded by it. This 
mortar proved to be a great annoyance. Its fire was directed on the 
head of the sap, was very accurate, and our sappers had no shelter from 
it. Six such mortars, well served, would, I think, have stopped our 
work at this period until subdued by our superior fire." .... 

A uf/tuit 25th. — . . . . " The fire from James Island batteries has been 
very accurate, and much felt in the fourth parallel to-day. Several 
casualties took place among the engineers and infantry. I witnt»ssed 
three successive shots take effect among our troops. I'his is surprising, 
as the enemy is using smoothbore guns at ranges of from 3000 to 4000 
yards." .... 

Aufjust 26fh.^(The capture of the "Ridge" at 6.30 p. M. advanced 
the attack to its fifth parallel.) "The first torpedoes were now found. 
One exploded, throwing a corporal of the Thir^i United States Colored 
Troops, of the fatigue detail, twenty-five yards, and depositing him 
entirely naked, with his arm resting on the plunger of another torpedo. 
.... The discovery of these torpedoes explains what has been to me 
one of the greatest mysteries in the defense of Wagner — i. «. the fact 
that no material obstacle of any amount could be discovered in front 
of the work, not even after our two almost successful assaults. Torpedoes 
were the substitute." .... 

August 27th, — . . . . " Eight torpedoes were discovered inside of our 

advanced line to-day They were easily rendered harmless by 

boring a small auger-hole through the wood of which they are con- 
structed, and pouring in a sufficient quantity of water to destroy the 
explosive power of the powder. This was afterward practised." 

August 29th. — .... " I ordered the sharpshooters to-day to endeavor 
to explode the torpedoes in advance of our works by firing at their 
plungers. Hitting the plungers did not explode them." 

August Slst. — .... "This night three casualties occurred in the 
guard of the advanced trenches from the explosion of a tor]>edo, over 
the plunger of which one of the men crept in taking his position." .... 

September 3d. — . . . . " Destructive torpedoes, having a delicate ex- 
plosive apparatus, are planted thickly in our path The One Hun- 
dredth New York volunteers, Colonel Dandy commanding, Eighty-fifth 
Pennsylvania volunteers, Lieutenant-Colonel Purviance recently com- 
manding, and Third New Hampshire volunteers. Captain Randlett com- 
manding, comprising the three regiments of volunteer infantry detaile<l 
on the 19th ult. as the guard of the advanced trenches, were to day re- 
lieved from this responsible and hazardous duty. Their aggregate 
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nuru'-rr of ca^u^Iiies in thi» brief period » IC^, or 10 per cent, of the 
w'l'i'.e i'jKv. F'iur- fifth?* of the^e were canned by the enemy V artillerv 
fire." .... 

.v..''.-.VT o?V — .... "Thr firing of the Ironsides w excellenL A 
r:ii:'-i .^la:^!* daz U kept o^n^^tAntly at the head of the «ap, that eht 
iii;ij 'lir-vi hrr fire ?«• a» ma to endanger u«. Her shells strike the ^eu- 
u ^ ••!' ihf n.rk Ju«t iu advanire of the flag, ricochet over the parapet, 
lii'A. r-.x!'!'-]*- v-r\- ri-£rularlv. and search everr part of the work that can 

j-i^ii-iy iir r»-a' h-d by a m«irtar-fin^ One sap|)er of the eiigiueen 

ari'i t'.rvt- infantry wiunilfd by the explosion of a torpedo.'* 
Tiir- f.rt ovaLU:iU-l ni^rht fif Oili-7th of Septenilior.] 
.v..*' ..>r :•'.. — "Tiitr fMlbtwing injurica^, inflicted on Fort Wagner by 
til" nr'iilr.Tv nrr **i the |ia.*>t two days were observed thi8 morning: Of 
til'- r^ixt^-rM {•i-i*e^ < if nnlnance which constituted the armament of the 
r>r: wht:i it w:i^ taken, and in which there had pmbably been no change 

• liiriiiL' tlir :Niiiiliar<lment. only three were wholly disabled and un!^cr- 
viuLMbie. Thin after furty h«iurs* bombardment at short range by an 
army anil navy >ui»plied with the bes^t heavy guns in our service, manned 
by r.x|ierit IK-L-*! artilleri!«Ui. and <luring which the army alone threw over 
M'NM i.r-,j»...;tile> at the work I Only part of these were directed at the 
L'li::* lit' ill..- W'irk. 

"Tlif ni'i-t -i-rinus injur)* to the material of Fort Wagner was inflicted 
I'M tlie iiiiir>t viutluTly of tlie sea-face traverses, in which was situated a 
liiiinl»|ini<it' -l I flier. A timber forming the south upper corner of the 
>li';itliiii«' -ii" ilii* liMinVipriHif >helter wjis struck by a shot fn>ni the laiiil- 
i«a:ti ri'"* au-l f.''.ii*i«KTal>ly >|»linti'red. To reach this timber at ieas't ten 

It < t nf -.111.1 iiail Imij |KMU'irate«l or removed by succt^-^ive shots 

('•»!i-i-li i:i!»l..- iar:li wliirii envt-reil the south end of tlie main )>onib|>n»iif 
-In !i< r aii'l liii- iiiaLM/iiif ju>t ea>t of it was removed by our fire. About 
-. viii ti it w.-n- Iftt, liowovor. which was enough to make both structures 
>«i lire aLMiii^t a much lonirer-continued fire." 



CilAPTKR VIII. 

(jrnrnif OivA ,-., ) HeAD-QUARTERS, FoRT 8rMTER. ) 

Xo. 1. i September r>, isr>3. )' 

I. In jmr^uance of Special Orders No. 298, par. III., I as^unlc cfun- 
niand of thi^ post. 

II. The ;r:irri<on, consistinj:: of the Charleston battalion, will be under 
the coiinnand of .Major IMake. 

III. .Vt (lark every eveninjr a dctadimcnt of fifty men, under the 
coiiiiiiand of a ca|)tain, will he >tationed on the crest of the gorge-wall, 
in readiness to repulse a landing at that point. 
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The men will not be allowed to take off their acc^outrements, and will 
have their guns loaded, with fixed bayonets, and ready for immediate 
action ; an officer of this detachment will be constantly awake. 

IV. A detachment of twenty men, under the command of a lieuten- 
ant, will occupy the broken embrasures on the north face; a non-com- 
missioned officer will keep constiintly awake; in other respects the same 
precautions will be observed as have been ordered for the south face. 

V. In case of an attack in barges, which will be announced by beat- 
ing the long roll, the rest of the command will form on the parade in 
re^ir of the gorge-wall, whence positions will be assigned to any weak 
point. 

VI. Company commanders will inspect their commands every even- 
ing at retreat, and will be careful in seeing that every rifle is in perfect 
order and that each man is provided with his complement of ammu- 
nition. 

VII. It is positively forbidden to throw slops, dirt, or offal of any kind 
in any part of the fort, and commanding officers of companies will see 
that no improper uses whatever are made of the parade-ground. 

The attention of the i)rovost sergeant is also called to the fact that 
this is under his special supervision. 

Each company will have a slop-barrel, in which all the offal of the 
company will be thrown. These barrels will be daily emptied by the 
police squads of the several companies*. 

VIII. Company officers will sleep near their respective companies, see 
that they are kept together, and that their arms and accoutrementii are 
kept in such a way that they can be assunie<l at a moment's notice. 

By order. Stephen Elliott, Jr., 

Mnjor^ commanding, 
(Signed) W. Mason Smith, 

Adjutunt, 

Lieutenant' Colonel D. B. Ilarrh, Chief Engineer y recommends the 

Evacuation of Morris Island Batteries. 

Office of Chief Engineer, ) 
Charleston, S. C, Sept. 6, 1863- ) 
Brigadier-General Thomas Jordan, 

Oiief of Staff: 
General: I have the honor to report that I visited our works on 
Morris Island to-day, and in consideration of their condition, of our 
inability to repair damages at Battery Wagner as heretofore, of the 
dispirited state of its garrison, and of the progress of the enemy's 
8ap, I am reluctantly constrained to recommend an immediate evac- 
uation of both Batteries Wagner and Gregg. 
The thirty -six hours' severe bombardment to which these batteries have 
25 



ex APPENDIX. 

luHMi Kuhjct'tcd, confining the troops to the shelter of the bombproof, has 
resulted in ho dispiriting the garrison at Wagner as to render it unsafe, 
in the opinion of its diief oiKcers, to rely uiM>n it to repel an assault 
should the en(>iny attempt one. The head of the enemy's sap is within 
forty yards of the salient of the hattery, and he is making rapid pn»g- 
ress in pusliing it forwanl, unmolested by the fire of a single gun, and 
with seareely any annoyance from our sharpshooters. 

In consiHiuenee of the accuracy of fire of his land-batteries, whicli are 
now in close proximity to Battery Wagner — say from 600 to 800 yards — 
aided by reverse fire from his fleet, it is impossible, in the opinion of 
tiie otticers of the fort, to keep up a fire either of artillery or small- 
amis; and the enemy is thus icf\ free to work on his trenches, which 
he is pushing rapidly forward, the head of his sap being, as above stated, 
witliin forty yards of the salient of the work, which is so seriously dam- 
a<;tMl by a battery of Parrott guns, kept omstantly playing upon it, a« to 
render it untenable. This difficulty could, however, be overcome by the 
erection of a parapet across the gorge of the salient, and the converwifm 
of the bombpro(»f covering into another parapet overUioking the salient, 
if it were ])raetieable to work, as heret^>fore, at night. Tiie covering tn 
the bombproof and mtigazine als(» nee<ls repair. We have been thus far 
able not only to repair damage at night, but to add from day to day t«) 
the strength of the battery ; but now that the enemy's sap is in such close 
proximity to the battery, and he hjis contrived to throw light upon the 
p:ira|u>ts at niL^it, it is impossible to do so without a heavy loss of men. 
Ill tile eH'oit hist iiijrht to rej»air daniages the commanding officer of tin' 
lort repnrts a lo^^s. in killed anil wounded, of sixty to eighty men of the 
wurkiiiL^-party alone. Withont our ability to repair daninges at nijrlit 
tln' battery will become, under tlie incessant fire of the enemy's laiid- 
batl«rit-i and fleet, untenable, say. in two days. 

It i> in view of these faets thai I have tbou«dit it mv duty to make the 
recommendation at the etinnneneenient of this report. 

I have the lionor to be. general, 

Yonr>, very respectfully, 

I>. H. Harris, 
Lirutennnt-i \thin'l and ChicJ' Kngiutrr, 

Jniinutl nf I^rnniutl Sri'vin\ in< Ch'n f of Artilh'riL at IMttn^i/ M'lia- 
///■/', Sfjttf tnh( r -'nl to tth, 'nn'hisirt\ irrlitfn soon after thv. fJvaeunfluit 
of Morris IshiuiL !>}/ <'opftu'n T. A. JfiKjnt'nhtf Fird Snuth Cnro- 
Inni (rroufor) Iiifunir^i, nml klnd/i/ funn'shnl for I^ib/ication in 
f/n's Work, not hov'nui hrforf hnn PrinfnJ. 

Willie in command of Hatterv r>eanreirard. Sullivan's Island, with 
my company of sixty-tive men, I received an order, about dinner-time 
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on Thursday, the 3d of September, assigning me to duty on Morris Isl- 
and. Transferred that night by steamer to Fort Johnson, and tlience 
by small boats to Cumming's Point, we relieved Ca[)tain Press Smith's 
company about midnight from duty at Battery Gregg. By order of 
Colonel L. M. Keitt, commanding our troops on Morris Island, a de- 
tachment of my company (thirty men), under Lieutenant E. A. Erwin, 
was sent on to Battery Wagner ; the remainder were kept at work mount- 
ing a IX-inch Dahlgren gun until daylight Friday morning, the enemy 
permitting no such work when they could see it. After a breakfast on 
rice and bacon, cooked, but served up on sabots and eaten with sticks, I 
had just lain down for rest when an order came from Colonel Keitt for 
me to repair immediately to Battery Wagner, where Major F. F. Warley 
(Second South Carolina Artillery), chief of artillery, had been severely 
wounded, and I was wanted to fill his place. ^lounting a horse and 
riding rapidly through the showering sliell, I reached the work in ten 
minutes, reported to Colonel K., and was put in charge of all the artil- 
lery. For the next two hours I was busily engaged inspecting the arma- 
ment of the post. The enemy were digging away rapidly in their 
approaches, now within about 150 yards of our ditch. I found the 
guns very much injured from long service and exposure; the carriages 
and chassis weakened by being struck and splintered. The ])rospect 
was not cheering ; the soldiers, worn and exhausted, could find no com- 
fort in the bombproof on account of the hot, close air, and were lying 
at the guns close to the parapet, but exposed to the broiling sun and 
the flying fragments of shell. I thought it my duty to take a look at 
the enemy's sap, but hardly had my cap appeared before the crest when 
a sharpshooter's bullet whistled close to me and changed my mind. A 
good view, however, was obtained by peeping more discreetly through 
the loophole of one of our own sharpshooters ; and I at once came to 
the conclusion that our guns should be opened. Accordingly, at 3.80 
p. M., with consent of the colonel commanding, we commenced firing, 
and in about one hour the enemy were compelled to suspend work on 
their advanced trench, so that, in the scarcity of ammunition, our fire 
was suspended also. The enemy toward evening did some beautiful 
firing at one of my guns which had particularly annoyed them. Their 
practice was so accurate as to compel me to close the embrasure to pre- 
vent them from destroying the gun and carriage. Just before sunset 
firing cm the part of the enemy ceased, and by the light of a magnif- 
icent September sunset I took a careful view of the whole fort. The 
parade was strewn with parts of broken guns, carriages, and chassis, lum- 
ber and splinters, and last, but not least, thousands of fragments of shell 
and shot of every description which had been thrown into the fort. One 
8-inch howitzer was broken in half and thrown thirty feet from its orig- 
inal position. The men lay in groups close under the parapet, eating 
raw bacon and biscuit, tired, dirty, and sleepy, for there was no rest for 
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tliom day or night. While the last rays of the sun began to diitap- 
|H'ar behind the wckkI^s on James Island the infantry were inarched out 
fpHu tlie lMinih{ir(M»f, and tiM>k their places along; tlie |>arapet to guard 
against itssault. The tMioniy having recommenced work, I again began 
firing. This was rcturniHl fn»m their mortars (coehuni), which were 
so near that when they were fired so little powder was used the re|M»rt 
sfmiiili><l no louder than the falling of a heavy piece of timber on the 
ground. 

About in i>. M., the commander agreeing, I moved out of the fort cau- 
tiou'^ly by the western s:tlly-port, accompanied by Maj(»r H. Bryan, A. 
A.-<i.. lor the purfM^e <»f selecting a |Hwition Air a forward flank-work 
to nioii:it one gun and enfilade the enemy's approaches, checking them 
as we couM no longer <lo from our front. To avoid the sharpshooters, 
tiring by their ealeinm-Iight as well as in the day-time, we were obliged 
to crawl along on hands and knees until about twenty-flve yards beyond 
the ditch ; then, i>oneealing ourselves in the edge of the marsh, we crept 
forward a little farther to the i>oint I had observed during the day. 
Finding the ]H>sition to be what I desired, and that my plan would be 
fea>ible. I returned, and, obtaining Colonel Keitt's indorsement, sent a 
re<iuest to Brigailier-Goneral Ripley for means and authority to do the 
work. But as the despatch could not reach him before next day (the 
last of the fortes defense), nothing came of my plan. Between 3 and 
T) o'elnck I trie<l to get some sleep, but the heat and odor of the bomb- 
proof, together with the ditfieulty of coiling up on an ammunition-chest 
of halt" inv lenL'th, defeated all mv eflforts. 

Karly Satiinlay nioriiiiiir. the M\ of Septeml>er, the fire of the enemy 
\va< iiuTea-'«Ml with their heaviest weight of metal; rifle-guns of 101) and 
*3M> poiiinU IVnin their lines were added to their mortars, while the New 
lrnii<i<les and Mnne iiMHiitnrs steanie<l up and cngaginl the fort at ch»so 
<|iiarters. The hnnihanlnient had n(»w actually <'ommenciHl ; all the firing 
»»n previous neca^i»)Ms from the land and naval batteries was as nothing 
to this. No plaee was safe fnun the flying fragments of bursting shelU 
hut the niaL'a/.iiies ami bonibj)roof quarters. Passages, corners, and 
entrances whiih had always been considered siife were now like slaugh- 

trr-jMiis \l»out noon a traverse which had been prote<*ting the 

entrance t(> oiu' of the luairaziiu's and the hospital was cut away, and 
the |)assa^e ol»>tructc(l hy larL'e quantities of sand thrown in and filling 
it u|). It was necosary t«» have tlie passage cleared, and a detail of men 
was accordingly sent to shovel it away. Hardly had the attempt been 
made before all exce|»t one were brought in dead or wounded, .\gain 
and again it was attempted, until finally a space was cleared siiflieient 
to admit light and air in the hospital. While this was going on I etiuld 
bear the fre^juent cry 'M'all the ambulance corps," and presently s<»mo 
poor fellow wouhl be brouirht in horribly mangled fnmi the dangenais 
spot. The artillerymen who were ke[)t at the guns were continually 
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either killed or wounded; in our detachment Lieutenant Miller, in 
charge, was the only individual uninjured. 

So it continued all day, and our only hope was that when night came 
fresh troops might relieve us, or that the fire would be slackened and 
some repairing of damages might be done; for the earth-filling on one 
side of magazine No. 2 had been nearly all knocked off. But the fire 
increased toward night, and, instead of having reinforcements, we learned 
that the enemy intended making an attack with small boats upon Cum- 
ming's Point, and therefore no supplies or troops could be brought over. 
As soon as it was dark a portion of the garrison of Wagner was sent to 
Gregg, and the rest of us made ready for an assault on Wagner. No 
sleep, constant care, and excitement had made me so exhausted I could 
scarcely walk, but round I went, rousing up one or encouraging another. 
Hour after hour we waited that dreadful night, little regarding the shells 
exploding around us in our great anxiety for Gregg ; for we knew that 
if the battery fell our fate would be sealed. About one o'clock firing was 
heard in that direction, and soon came the news of a successful repulse 
for us. Colonel Keitt and I walked around the fort telling the men 
to cheer them up, and with marked success. We then looked every 
moment to be stormed ourselves. No work of repair could possibly be 
done. A fatigue-party performed the hazardous task of removing all 
powder from the endangered magazine into the safer one. No supplies 
of any kind had come over from the city ; the commissary stores had 
been destroyed the day before ; our garrison had only a little biscuit 
and raw bacon; our water had been exhausted and every one made 
thirsty by the diet of raw salt meat. In this extremity we had recourse 
to digging small holes in and around the fort, but only to find the water 
springing thence so impregnated with the decay of bodies newly buried 
all around as to sicken and disgust us. 

Sunday morning dawned with peace and brightness on the face of 
nature, but with heavier gloom for us. There were no signs of assault, 
but the bombardment became more furious. We withdrew the infantry 
and prepared for another day of exhausting trial. Soon afler daylight 
the cry of " Fire!" startled me, and, hurrying out, I found that just in 
the gun-pit next our principal magazine the carriage of a 10-inch colum- 
bia<l, which had been struck the day before, was in flames. The gun 
was standing up almost perpendicular, the trunnion having been broken 
off; and I knew that as soon as the piece became heated it would be 
discharged and thrown violently backward, to the injury of our only 
remaining magazine. So, without water to put out the fire, what was 
to be done? Seizing a shovel, I called aloud to some men near by to 
assist me in throwing sand upon the fire. We checked it, and then, 
procuring a kettle of water, we poured its contents down the muzzle 
and destroyed the powder of the charge. This was a narrow escape, and, 
knowing the importance of it, I worked so hard that I nearly fainted. 
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Aa I walked out of the passage an incident occurred which was heart- 
rending, and I can never forget it. A 100-poundcr rifle-shell struck the 
parapet, behind whieh were two sharjwhootera, brotliera. It knoi*ked 
away the sand, and hurled one poor fellow fully twenty yards into the 
parade. He was instantly killed, and while lying there doubled up, 
with his gun still grasped in his hand, he was seen by the other, who 
had been stunninl by the shock received at the parapet and had now 
reeovercKl. Too weak to go to his brother, and supposing him to be yet 
alive, the disabliMl sohlier uttered pitei)us cries for some one to take his 
brother up, but was himself soon lifted by friendly hands and borne to 

a place of safety I resumed my inspection, and then went to take 

a little rest for an hour or two. 

About the middle of the day Colonel D. B. Harris, chief engineer of 
Cieneral Beauregard's staff, arrived on a visit from head-quarters, having 
landed at (.'umming's Point in a small boat and made his w^y at great 
risk to the front. He made a careful examination of the fort and the 
enemy's threatening approaches, and then returned to the city. We 
surmised, but did not immediately know, his opinion of the situation. 

The garrison was completely worn down : seldom if ever before had 
men b(*en subjecte^l to such a trial ; for, over and beyond the perpetual 
bursting of the shells, there were the heat, thirst, crowded, unwhole- 
some, prdson^ms atmosphere of the quarters to be contended with, Rome 
of the men had been on duty eight days and nights at the post, and 
were so exhausted that I could hardly get them to man their guns. 

Just at dark an officer arriviKl with orders, and soon after I was calknl 
into consultation with the commander. The plan of evacuation and 
n'tn'jit was ajrrccd ui)on, and I proposed the plan of operati<ms for the 
n-ar-irnard, to which I had been assigne<l the command at my own 
nM|uc»it. AlH>nt S o'clock a rc»riment of Georgians, portions of two 
coiiipanii's and oni' whole comj)any of artillerists, left. This was the 

lu'L'inninir of i\\o en<l Kvcrything went on well. At 11 o'clock 

word came from tho point that more troops should be sent. The Twenty- 
lilih South Carolina volunteers at once left the battery, and with them 
Colonel Ki'itt and all others cxcc]»t the rear-guard, consisting of sixty- 

tlin'c men an<l a few otliccrs Thirty minutt^ after, I sent off half 

of the rcar-jxuard, some to Cnmming's Point and a few halfway t<i man 
a jrun which had been placed there to cover our retreat. All that were 
•li It in Wa«rncr tiicn were thirty-five men and seven otfieers. I now tlis- 
tril»utc<l these men all alon^*- the whole length of the fort, and orderi^l 
tln'in to keep up a continual tiring with small-arms in order to make the 
cncniv believe that the whole Lrarrison was still in the batterv. 1 then 
took out the .slow-match, which had been previ<msly f!xe<l, and gave it 
to Lieutenant K. Mazyck, my onhiancc otlicer, going rc»und myself with 
Captain C. C. Pinckncy to destroy the imphMnents and sj>ike the guns. 
TIh' shelling was all this time very severe. I gave Captain Pinckney 
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the hammer, and we began spiking from the extreme right. Just as 
the first gun was spiked a Union soldier was heard to exclaim in a loud 
voice, close in front of the fort. We stopped and listened anxiously, 
expecting the alarm would certainly be given and the fort immediately 
assaulted. But the cry had come from one of the enemy wounded by a 
sharpshooter of ours, Kelley by name. The spiking was then renewed, 
but to prevent discovery I had to make a cushion of a haversack partly 
filled with sand, hold it over the spike, and so deaden the sound of the 
blow. 

Everything, thus far, was carried out most successfully ; and the men 
wore all taken from the parapet and gathered at the sally-port, ready to 
leave as soon as word came that the boats were ready for us. But no word 
came. The delay was growing hazardous, and was trying to the strongest 
nerves. Not willing to send the men back to the parapet, I determinod 
to go myself into the bombproof and hospital to see if anybody remained 
behind. As I walked through the darkness, lighted by a lantern, and 
felt the change from a crowded work, where a few hours before twelve 
hundred men had been closely packed, my search was interrupted by 
stumbling over two dead bodies, horribly mangled and left unburied in 
the haste of departure. A moment's pause in that dark solitude was 
the most impressive of my life — with the silent dead at my feet, the 
subdued roar of the bombardment heard from without, and the stillness 
within, broken only by the slow, distinct drip, dripping of the dampness 
overhead upon the plank floor beneath. 

Convinced that not a living man was left behind, I returned to the 
sally-port in time to hear that the courier had just arrived. The men 
were ordered to leave, and there remained then only myself and four 
others. While I laid the safety-fuze to the .magazine, Captain Pinckney 
tried in vain to burst the 10-inch columbiad and a 32-pounder, but 
owing to the vent-hole being filled with sand no friction-tube or priming 
would prove effectual. At length the time came for lighting the fuze. 
This I did with my lantern, watching it burn very well for fully twenty 
seconds, and having the officers with me to say they thought it fairly 
lighted. We then started on a double-quick for Battery Gregg, but had 
not gone halfway when I gave out, the shells still dropping around us, 
and was forced to walk slowlv for some considerable distance. 

When we came within alK)ut 200 yards of Oregg we heard the report 
of small-arms ahead of us, and gave up all for lost ; but, picking our 
way forward, we were met by Major Bryan. He urged us to hasten, as 
the enemy's small boat« were firing into ours, and threatened to cut us 
off every instant. Rushing into the water above the knee, I reached 
the last boat as it was in the act of shoving off. Hardly had we left 
Cumming*8 Point twenty yards when small-arms were opened furiously 
upon us, the bullets whistling all around our boats. Lieutenant W. H. 
Odenheimer of the navy, commanding our lioat, steered her out to sea, 
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thus avoiding the enemy, or we would have been captured, aa were three 
others of our buabi. After a row of about ten minuter we were landed 
at Fort Sumter, and thence transferred to a steamer for the city, which 
we reached about 3 o'clock on the morning of the 7th of September. 

T. A. HcoiJENix, 
Captain Fint South Carolina Infantry, 
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Department op the South, } 

Head-quarters in the Field, Sept. 7, 1863. J 
Major-general H. W. Halleck, General-in-Cki^f 

(tENERAl: I have the honor to report that Fort Wagner and Battery 
(ire^rg are ours. Last night our sappers crowned the crest of the coun- 
terscarp of Fort Wagner on its sea-front, masking all its guns, and an 
onlcr was issued to cuttv the place by assault at 9 o'clock this morning, 
that being the hour of low tide. 

About 10 o'clock last night the enemy commenced evacuating the 
island, aiul all but seventy-five of them made their escape from Cum- 
in ing's Point in small l>oats. Captured desfuitches show that Fort Wag- 
ner was iHMiinianded by Colonel Keitt of South Carolina, and garrisoned 
by 14<H) effiM'tive men, and Battery Gregg by between 100 and 200. 

Fort Wagner is a work of the most formidable kind. Its bombproof 
slultir. cajKihle of holding 1S(M) men, remains intact after the most terri- 
Mr hnnil)anlme!it to which any work was ever subjected. Wc have cap- 
turi'd iiiiu'teon |>ieces of artillery and a large supply of excellent ammu- 
nit inn. The rity ami liarl><»r of Charleston are now completely covered 
by my guns. 

I have tlie lionor to \h\ general, very respectfully, your obeilient ser- 
vant. 

Q. A. Gillmoue, 
Briifadier- (tfiicrfi/^ rtjiiiniamlitit^f, 

litpori of ( o/onrf I,, M. Knit. — EiHicnation of Morris Inland. 

Charleston, 8. C, ) 

Sept. 7, \ms. i 

Captain : T have the honor to make the following report of the evac- 
uation of Morris Islan<l. inclmlinj^ Hatti-ries Wagner and Gregg, by the 
troops under my i-ommaml, on the nijrht of the <»th instant-. 

Tills step was authorized by a despatch sent by signals frou) district 
hcad-fpiarters, and reeeiv<Ml by me between 4 and T) P. M.. an<l diriH'teil 
in detail by a special order from department headHpiarters, which was 
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received from Captain W. G. McCabe, of General Ripley's staff, at dark, 
and was necessitated from the untenable condition of Battery Wagner, 
the greatly exhausted condition of the garrison, and constant artillery 
and sharpshooting fire of the enemy, which prevented repairs. The 
gradual approaches of the enemy had ;>as8ed the front of the battery, 
and the termination of their sap was not over fifty yards from the para- 
pet of the sea-face, enabling them to throw a ma.ss of troops upon this 
flank when our men were mostly in the bombproofs, where I was forced 
to keep them by the unceasing fire of mortars and rifled guns on land, 
with an enfilading fire from the fleet during most of the day. The 
salient on the left of the battery had been swept by such a terrible 
cross-fire as to breach the parapet and throw it into irregular shapes, 
rendering the ascent from the moat easy ; and, moreover, men could not 
be ke]>t there during this cross-fire without the certainty of most of them 
being wounded or stunned. This salient is the part of the work gained 
by the enemy in the assault of July 18th. 

As soon as the evacuation was authorized, I gave detailed instructions 
to the regimental commanders — viz. Lieutenant-Colonel John G. Press- 
ley, commanding Twenty-fifth South Carolina volunteers; Major James 
Gardner, commanding Twenty-seventh Georgia volunteers; Captain \V. 
P. Crawford, commanding Twenty-eighth Georgia volunteers — for the 
gradual movement of their men to Cumming's Point, so as to keep up 
an effective front to the enemy and ensure silence and promptness. They 
expressed their hearty approval, believing an evacuation necessary to 
prevent a useless sacrifice of men. The men went down as if for special 
duty, and, though the most intelligent knew the fact, nearly all went off 
as if going to be relieved. 

Captain Huguenin, chief of artillery, was promptly notified of the 
steps to be taken, and made his arrangements, with my sanction, for 
the removal of the artillery, and the written orders when received were 
submitted to him for his guidance. He was intrusted with the delicate 
duty of bringing up the extreme rear and firing the only magazine which 
contained powder,*'Lieutenant E. Mazyck, ordnance officer, being ordered 
to assist him. His report, with Lieutenant Mazyck*s, is enclosed, marked 
A, and is referred to as an important portion of this report. 

At dark, I sent to Captain H. R. Lesesne, who was commanding Bat- 
tery Gregg, an order to prepare to blow up his magazine and render his 
guns unserviceable, directing him to confer with Captain F. D. Lee, of 
the Engineers, who had read the orders. I had no copy of the detailed 
order, which came late, to give him, which was thus not communicat^^d 
to him. I refer you to his report, marked B, for particulars. 

To anticipate the possibility of a pursuit by the enemy while retreat- 
ing from Wagner, I ordered Lieutenant Robert M. Stiles, chief engineer 
at Battery Gregg, to construct a rifle-pit across the island at a narrow 
point about a quarter of a mile in advance of Battery Gregg. This was 
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Ai>-*iinp:i«he«l l<y him after dark, wliile under mortar-fire, with a force 

• •I M vt iiiy->ivi'n iu'£riii?s in hi:^ charge. He altKi cut away most of tiie 
o;ir:!i-oivvniii: ••!' the maijrazine on the side toward our James; lisland 
i'^KUrii^. I hen >i-ni his negn>ea^ otf to Fort Johnson, using a large flat 
Ua at Cuiiiihiirj's Pnint fur that purpose. 

i>ui:i;,: !•• ihf necessicy of prt»teeting the already reduced garris^on, I 
h;itl. larly **n ihe morning of the 6ih instant, made the following dU- 
j-r.iii«.!i ••!' niy ir«Hi|»s: The Twenty-seventh Geoigia regiment, effective 
t<>:a: 17'* nun. omuiuuuhHi by Major Gardner, a gallant and intelligent 
ii;!i..( r. were in tlie Kintl-hills, well pmtected in pits dug there, the hil- 
l.H k- WiU'^ natunil traverse^. Fit\y men of the Twenty-eighth Georgia, 
uMiii T Captain >[. Adams, who had picketed the beach during the night, 
wiTi- ai^i \\wrv: the remainder of the regiment, numbering 130 effectives, 
wrfi- a>-ij:ne«l to the extreme right of Rattery Wagner; about 4d kepi 

• •ni •>!! iho linfsand the n'mainder in the bombproof. The Twenty-fifth 
Siiiih i'aroliiia Kiitaw < regiment, which had been terribly reduced by 
ea^iiaitii*^ and >iekness during the day and night prei^eding to an effect- 
ivi' Total lit* alMuit :Uw~> men. manned the left and centre of the batterv, 
kivpiii^ only a iruard of oaoh eomimny on its respective position of the 
lini'^. i\w remainder in the bombproof. Two companies of this regi- 
nu iti \\«>rf' sent ti> tlie sandhills for protection and to make room in tlie 
liiMiilipriHtt*. wlifTe si'voral men had fainted on the 5th from excessive 
hi-at and tonl air. Major irardner was ordered to cover the retreat 
with tlie Twinty->t'venth Georgia in case of pursuit by th 6 enemy; in 
the nii'an time, to pieket the heaeh at dark and hold hia reserve in 
rrailiih^-i ii» >uj»]Mirt Haitory Wagner. 

At I'arly dark. 1 t>r«liTeil Liontenant-Colonel Pressley, commanding 
Twiiity-titih Siinth Carolina, a vitv intelligent and reliable olheer, to 
dttail tnur enuipanifs .about I'Mi nieni to take a field-piece fr<»in the 
Ku rnrtain i«» i'uinnunir's Point and embark on the first boats. Half 
an liMiir atti^r, Capiain Crawtord. <'onnnanding Twenty-seventh <ieorgia 
vnlniiinT-i. wa^i onli-rrtl to niovo a howitzer fn)m tiie right of WagiuT 
t«i tin* ritU'-jiit near *Jn'irg, ]>la«v tlie pieee in |>osition there, rolleel his 
rmiimiit, tnmi litu' «►!' l»attle in riflt»-pit.s, and when notified that trans- 
pnriaiinn wax rra«ly to MMid a n^npany at a time to embark. Major 
({anln«'rwa< onUnMl to man tlie rilh'-pits when Captain (Vawfonl Inul 
K't't. I ji'nlrnant-('«»l<»nrl Preolev was ordt*riMl to extend his lines and 
cnvrr tlu' lin«' inaiiihMl by tlu' Twenty-eighth Georgia as si»on as that 
re;jrimfMt start«Ml, wlTuli wa"* pnmiptly <lone by him. I will here remark 
that all tills ni;.^lit, as on ilir previous night, the enemy threw a strong 
ealciiiin light on the front of r»att»Ty Wagner. 

About \i V. M.. being informed that transportation was ready, the em- 
barkation commeneed, and went on briskly and quietly until ail had 
been embarked exeept the rear-guard, which wjls eommandiMl by <.'ap- 
tain T. A. llugiienin, numbering 3-') men — 2') men of the First ^^mth 
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Carolina [regular] Infantry (Company A) and 10 men of the Twenty- 
fifth South Carolina volunteers, under command of Lieutenants F. B. 
Brown and R. M. Taft. 

At about 11 P M. I turned over the command of Battery Wagner to 
Captain Huguenin, and, ordering my adjutant-general, Major H. Bryan 
(a member of General Beauregard's staff, who had volunteered for spe- 
cial duty on Morris Island), to accompany me, I proceeded toward 
Cumming*8 Point. At the rifle-pits I received information that more 
transportation was ready, and I immediately ordered Major Gardner to 
embark his regiment and to take with him the 12-pounder howitzer; 
which he did, but could not bring it off the island. 

The transportation, under the direction of Major M. A. Pringle, 
post-quartermaster in Charleston, was admirably managed. Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Dantzler, Twentieth South Carolina volunteers, having been 
specially detailed by General Ripley to superintend the transportation, 
under his spirited and excellent management it succeeded perfectly. 

When the infantry were all embarked, I directed Captain J. T. Kana- 
paux, commanding light artillery, to spike his thr^e howitzers and em- 
bark his command. Captain Lesesne was then ordered to spike the 
guns of Battery Gregg and embark his men. The rear-guard from 
Wagner, coming up at this time, were embarked. I had ordered Cap- 
tain Huguenin down, sending word by Private John A. Stewart, Gist 
Guards, the cavalry couriers having lefl without permission. There was 
no light kept at Gregg, so I could not well note the hour. With two or 
three boats I now anxiously waited for Captain Huguenin's party. 
Finally, perceiving that the enemy's barges from Vincent's Creek were 
attacking our boats' with musketry, I ordered the safety-fuze to the 
magazine of Battery Gregg to be lighted ; it was lit. The firing then 
ceased. As I desired the explosions at both batteries to be simultaneous 
as ordered, I ordered Captain Lesesne to extinguish the fuze, intend- 
ing to relight it or apply another fuze when Captains Huguenin and 
Pinckney and Lieutenant Mazyck, who were the only persons who had 
not yet come to the point, arrived. Major Holcombe, who had lighted 
the fuze, immediately attempted to extinguish it. He informed me from 
the parapet of the battery that it would be difficult to cut it in twain, 
and that it was burning brightly. At that moment the absent party 
arrived, and I directed him not to interfere with the fuze, which was 
then burning brightly. 

About 1.30 A. M., with the rear-guard of my command, I embarked, 
thus successfully withdrawing from Morris Island, and my responsi- 
bility ended. As we started off the Yankee barges directed their mus- 
ketry-fire upon us, causing the bullets to whiz around us, but doing no 
harm. 

Bearing toward Fort Sumter, I proceeded to flag-steamer Charlest^)n, 
and notified Captain J. R. Tucker that the evacuation of Morris Island 
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*-k* i.-." ::::l:>i.r«i, And requested him to give the rocket signal to our 

1 :.'.-.- ; r.»:t-eifi :o d>irioi head-quarten and repeated the inforina- 
; 7 .srr.v.-^ ii -5 a. m. '^n the 7th. 

l»-r.r.c :-.e i.\y and tveninir of the 6ih, Captain J. E. Adger, the 
• r^. i r; :» «s':-<-ir»tn:-*a>:r-r, kepi his only wagon moving the wounded 
:r ... W.^^r.tr : • Grt-*:^. ua-it-r the direction of Chief-Surgeon William 
*. Ki.:7- . >:rkiu^: :■• >av. none were hurt hv the eneniv's fire, whidi 
T :.r..T : ::r.:i jwcp: a«:r:«» the rxiad. Of course the wouuded were 
: .^:k'.: r.rs:. 

i'r Kj»\ ::.-:" rv rt' •r.Vit\i his anlu<-ku$ duties with alacrity and real, 
>". » . J I*. 7»- k.:: iiit^* *..• the w.iunded and stunned, who poured in 
:"r ... -.:..r>: :. :hv T'lh \:V. the evening of the 6th. He left about 10.3(», 

1 .s:.. :.A'. : > TO s:a:* that the majority of the wounds were slight, 

.:«;: ; x.-i. i".^ :ht ivitn h*r the time. 

T:.i^ i:^::> ir. :r.v ■»A::ir.os wore spiked and the implements generally 
'..-:.- \ : ■ ": : t • u : : • ! V; r : . :> ir« -^t ! v i-arr ied off. The magazi n es were not 

^ . n:: J I.. :r:o fsuliy charteter of the safety-fuzes used for 

; .:'>i-.. rt:...h wire i^ii:*Ni — that at Battery Wagner by Captain 
H ..« ; . \ ;i-.-.*:<\i :y I'spiain Pinckney, district ordnance officer; and 
:. ,i: : lv:»::< ry virtcj '^y Ma;'»r HoK»mbe, under Captain Lese«ne*s 
••^: :.;.:■■ •> .,. i r'.it '»isi-trvi>i.in \^( Captain F. D. Lee and Lieutenant 
>: .^ ■■" :". -. K"i:v»:-. rs. 

r . ..\ w.ri w!:;.::! thirty stops of ihe front of Battery Wagner; 

: - ■ : - ^.1 •.••.• r^ . li". 1 Iv di<tinotlv heanl. A nv attempt to 

-. .s ":.;:-.-.■ - >";..v::ir tl.r iarri;ii:e of a irun would have bivn 

. -: .: ; ...-". .. ■ .:r i:-..>\i::^.rTi:^ dix*overetl. Besidi^, tht^ jruii- 

. . .» .. -^ ...\ ':■.■. '•'.'.: I w .:h -■>•*>•' >und displaced by the onrniy's 

> ..• \ : ^ : - .; : r. ■: 'i :r.:iTi;»^txl. 1 atiempl*Hi to move the 

>., . \: ■...\ \\ :n J-: ;ir:-.i^ wvTr i^r-ikt-n up a.** som as put to work. 

r. .:.'. !... . ; ..-.: '. ..».i'. \ ;:: •.•-;;»!*< within I'M) vanls of the battorv. 

.i ': :..,v . : ..• ; " 1 : r w :l.t ir shell:* int«» anv dt'siirnatoil sp"»t. 

n.. \ ■ :: i ':.t..' :.. ::. \: '\- •> -i' a party at w«irk along the line, and 

w. .;. i K. .. N\ :.-. i. r ": -: • r-^ ti.i- lUrn. Proptrtv had to Ih» ^Ifstrovt^l 

w!ilii:i ::.:::\ -:» ; ^ .:' :"..■. i'.»'.:,y. and whilf they could hear the voices 

i>i' our iv.i :i ;:: :!..- .' w.. • r -xitr-itv t-i llit-ni. the whole !rarri?io!i lia<l tt» 

W rnii^'M'i. ri.v ir '.:»•. :-. ■,;::! rir- and llret >\vept every inch of jrrouinl 

het\\cen Ivittr: ii-^ W.;-- r .iriM iir:::!. and any >uspicinn i>f our iiniv**- 

niciit.-* c«»isipr..:ni^f .1. i: i: •;;■! i5.'t dv^tmy, the s;ifety of the garrison. 

All the iruns wrrr i :Vi . :i:.i'.!y >pikid. 

At ll;itterv tiri^T;! i v rxtlrinj wa> dc^triiVt^l luit the two 10-inch mui'*. 
They were j>ri pare«j t'"r i-iir^tinj whvu the last party embarkeil. iM'torc 
this party arrivrd the i nr:ijy*> l»ar::rs tired upon ours tninsiMjrtinir *«ur 
triH^ps, and aK«» turn«il ihrir lire uj^mm us. 
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An attempt had been made by the enemy in barges the preceding 
night to assail and capture Battery Gregg. The number of their barges 
then in easy range could not be ascertained. 

I was informed by the engineer captain (Lee) that the explosion of 
the magazine would destroy the guns. The fuze was lighted, burned 
well, and no doubt was entertained of its igniting the magazine. 

The rear-guard from Battery Wagner had embarked under fire from 
the enemy's barges. These barges, I am convinced, gave the enemy the 
information of the withdrawal of our garrison. 

The guns of Battery Gregg were spiked. 

My chief exertion was to save my men, whose future services will, I 
trust, be worth much more to the Confederacy than what I failed to 
destroy to the enemy. Had instructions been sent to me earlier, more 
might have been done. 

Lieutenant 8tiles, assistant engineer, stationed at Battery Gregg, at 
my request had come up to Battery Wagner in the morning. Upon 
examination, he expressed to me a doubt whether there was powder 
enough in the magazine to blow it up. I should state at this point that 
I had sent on Friday for an additional supply of powder, sending the 
requisition and my report as to the state of the garrison and of the day's 
proceedings by Major Warley, chief of artillery, who was wounded, and 
returned to the city in a small boat sent for the purpose. This boat was 
captured by the enemy's barges, and my reiK)rt either taken or destroyed 
by Major Warley. Of this capture I had no knowledge until Saturday 
night. The blowing up of the magazines was intrusted by me to brave 
and intelligent officers, who I think did their best to effect it. (See 
Huguenin's and Lesesne's reports, marked A and B.) The chief ord- 
nance officer of the district came to Morris Island apparently to look 
after this, and was given every facility he asked for. 

I did not attempt to destroy the bombproof at Wagner, because, afler 
consulting with Captain Lee of the Engineers, I deemed it impracticable 
from the small quantity of combustible material at my disposal, and 
because any smoke would at once inform the enemy and stimulate him 
to pursue us by land and water. It must be remembered that the sand 
above the bombproof was considerably saturated with water, which 
dripped through in several places. 

To Captain Huguenin, chief of artillery; Major Bryan, assistant 
adjutant-general ; Lieutenant-Colonel Pressley, commanding Twenty- 
fifth South Carolina volunteers; and Lieutenant-Colonel Dantzler, 
superintending embarkation, I am chiefly indebted for the success of 
the evacuation. 

My thanks are due Mr. J. F. Mathewes, Engineer corps, for the use 
of his boat and crew for moving troops and bringing me oflT at the last. 

Captain J. R. Haines and Lieutenants H. Montgomery, Jr., and R. A. 
Blum of the Twenty-fifth South Carolina volunteers, three valuable 
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• »tfR-t'Pi. woro killed at their \M»ti of duty during the last of the siege. 
Lt-t their riaiiii> l>e h«»n«ired. 

1 d»->in- til ri-i-<ird the faith ful services of Privates J. M. Leathe, J. A. 
Stt-wart, aii'i J^thii H. B«inil of the Gist Guards, ^^outh Carolina voluii- 
ti*er*, \\h«i havv reiiiaiiit-d voluntarily on duty at Battery Wagner alm<kst 
lilt; riiiire >ii*v'e, alwav> attentive and cool under fire. Stewart would 
niakf ati «-Xivllt'iit cummiss^ry and Leathe a practical and hard-workiog 
urdiiainv otfiriT. 

Lieutenant R. M. J?tile!», Engineer corps, creditably performed the 
ilutie^ a^^il:ne1l to hini. Lieutenant Kol)ert S. Millar, Company A, 
Sivnful Sniuh Carolina Artiller>', was distinguished for courage and 
for hi< clit'iTfii Inez's, which wan not diminished by a slight wound on 
th<' kiu'c ai)d by Ix^ng stunned for half an hour. 

To Majtir Br>an of (leneral Beauregard's staff, who volunteered as my 
Uiljutant-treneral, I am under the greatest obligsitions. Although at the 
time 1 was onlereil to Morris Island to a.ssuuie command of the forces 
there he had a furlough to visit his father in Georgia, who was very ill, 
he promptly waived it and volunteered to go with me. His tact, cool- 
nes«i, I'xpiTieme, couratre. and untiring industry were of the greatest 
MTvire to me during tlie night and the day. His vigilance extended U) 
eviry department and piTpetually sought out means of increasing our 
res(niret'< and supplying our deficiencies. 

In spite of severe indi>position for several days, I have made everj* 
ex»'riinii to meet the very unusual res|>onsibilities imposed upon me. 

TakiiiL'^ all ciniiin^taiuts into consideration, I trust that this will not 
eoin|»:iiv unfavorably <>n the part of the garrison with any other retn-iit 
made (luring tlii> war. 

1 am, >\v. viry re-ipcct fully, your obedient servant, 

Lawuenc'k M. Keitf, 

Caplain \V. F. Nan^K, (^olonrl^ co/nmafKiinij. 

A. A.-<,\ Isf Mil. I/isf.\ Ihpf. ,V. C, (A/., and Fia. 

\ Imlorsonicnt.] 

ni>-(^i:s. Dkpt. Sorrii Cakolina, (Jeoikjia, and FLOiuhA,) 
CHAIJLKSTON, S. C., September 11), 1.S03. i 

Had tins ('va<uati<ni been conducted in strict eomj)liance with detail«^l 
()rd«'r<, it would he one (d" the most memorable in history, and, alter all, 
may he rc^Mnlcd a< a siinial success and highly creditable to the coni- 
mandimr ollictT and all ofliccrs and men who jiartieipated in it. Suh- 
jcctcd to a tcrrihlc tire, and hrlcatrucred almost to the very ditch of iho 
work hy an enterprising, watchful adversary, yet the entire garrison wa^ 
withilrawn in safety. The coolness and discipline which characterizt^l 
this operation, and throULdi which an efficient command has been saved 
to the country for future use. are deemed worthy of notice and com- 
mendation hy the War Department, especially when taken in conniH*tion 
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with their stout defense of Morris Island for four days preceding the 
evacuation, together with the limited and imperfect means of water 
transportation at command. 

One of the reasons assigned for not bursting the guns, blowing up the 
magazines and bombpr(X)fs in Batteries Wagner an<l Gregg — that is, an 
alleged want of time after the order to evacuate had reached Morris 
Island — calls, however, for remarks from these head-quarters. It had 
been a standing order for several weeks previous to the evacuation that 
in such an event all guns, magazines, bomb}>r(K>fs, etc. should be 
thoroughly destroyed, and with that view time- fuzes had been tested, 
and, with rat-tail tiles, were provided for both works. Further, the 
written special instructions of Brigadier-General Ripley, i)re8cribing 
measures and means for the complete destruction of these works and 
of their armaments at the proper time, and the detailed orders directing 
and regulating the evacuation of Morris Island, were received by the 
commanding officers at dark on the 6th instant (about (5 p. m.). The 
last detachment of his command did not quit the island until after 1 
A. M. on the 7th instant ; hence, there were seven hours for the com- 
pletion of all necessary arrangements. I am, therefore, unable U) admit 
that there was any lack of time for the thorough execution of the work 
of destruction ordered. It is not explained why the time-fuzes failed to 
explode the j>ow<ler left in the magazines. They were seen burning 
brightly when last observed, and it is therefore probable that either 
before or while the fire was being applied the ends in contact with the 

powder were accidentally detached. 

G. T. Beaureoard, 

Genera/^ commanding. 

Report of Oiptmn T, A. Huguenfn, commanding Rear-guard in 
Evaciuition of Morris Ittland, ^September (V, I86S, 

Charleston, S. C, | 
Sept. 7, 18G.3. I 

Major; I have the honor to make the following report of the duties 
assigned to me when evacuating Morris Island last night: 

As soon as orders were received for the evacuation, I was intrusted by 
C-olonel Keitt to command the rear-guard, with the following instructions: 
To hold Battery Wagner, with a forlorn hope of 35 men, until he had 
embarked the remainder of the garrison at Cumming's Point, when he 
would send me word to that effect, and I would then withdraw my men 
with as little delay and noise as possible, after destroying the guns and 
laying a slow-match to the magazine. The orders detiiiling the manner 
of evacuation and destruction of property did not arrive until some time 
after dark. Immediately upon the receipt of the orders I commenced 
preparations. The inclosed paper, marked A, was presented to Colonel 
Keitt and approved. 
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About 8 P. M. the 10-inch mortar was fired, and firing kept up until a 
short time before the final evacuation. I then relieved Captain J. D. 
Johnson's, a portion of Captain W. M. Hunter^s, and a portion of Cap- 
tain J. T. Kanapaux's companies, who immediately commenced the 
retreat. I then visited the batteries that were not manned, and com- 
menced the destruction of such implements as my limited time would 
permit. 

At 11 P. M. my support, under command of Lieutenant-Colonel J. G. 
Pressley, withdrew, together with the guard. I then posted my artil- 
lery, who were now firing at long intervals, as shari)shooters along the 
whole fort, with orders to keep up as continuous a fire of small-arms as 
is usual at Battery Wagner during the night, the enemy all this time 
keeping up a furious bombardment from mortars and rifled guns. 

At 11.30 p. M. r ordered the relief of Lieutenant Millar's and Captain 
Kanapaux's detachments. The whole garrison of the fort then consisted 
of 25 men of Company A, First South Carolina Infantry (regulars), and 
10 men from the Twenty-fiflh South Carolina volunteers. The firing of 
our sharpshooters was increased, in order to deceive the enemy a.s to 
our niovtMnents. 

At 1 2.30, or near about that time, I commenced relieving the rear-guanl, 
c<mnnencing on the right, and, with Captain Pinckney, carefully spiking 
every gun except the 10-inch columbiad, which was double-charged and 
prepared for bursting. By the time this was done and the rear-guard 
was ready to move, a courier arrived from Cumming's Point with orders 
from Colonel Keitt to complete the evacuation, as the troops had all left 
and transportation for the rear-guard was ready. I immediately withdrew 
my sharpshooters from the parapet, and started the rear-guard to Cum- 
ming's Point. Captain Pinckney, ordnance officer. First Military Dis- 
trict; Lieutenant Mazyck, ordnance officer, Battery Wagner; Lieuten- 
ant James A. Ross, Twenty-fiflh South Carolina volunteers ; and Ord- 
nance Sergeant Leathe and myself, alone remained to lay the slow-match, 
which had been prci)ared in the early part of the night In about five 
minut(»s the train was fixed, and the 10-inch columbiad was attempted 
to be fired. Four friction- tubes failed, and powder was gotten from the 
magazines and the vent primed as well as possible. The implements 
having been destroyed, according to instructions from district head- 
quarters, again it was attempted and failed. Preparations were then 
made to burst the 32-pounder, which bursting of a gun was the signal 
to Colonel Keitt that the evacuation was completed. But this failed 
also, after several attempts. The rear-guard had then been gone fifteen 
or twenty minutes, and the enemy having slackened their fire a little 
upon Wagner and commenced firing on Cumming's Point and between 
the two batteries, I thought that perha|>s they had discovered our inten- 
tions; and. knowing that Colonel Keitt and the remainder of the garri- 
son at Battery Gregg and the rear-guard would be waiting for me^ I, in 



REPORTS, CORRESPONDENCE, DESPATCHES, ETC. cxxv 

order to preserve them from danger, abandoned the idea of bursting the 
10- inch columbiad, and immediately, with my own handn, applied th6 
match to the safety-fuze. It ignited, and I remained and saw it burn- 
ing for fifteen or twenty seconds, apparently fairly and succcsjj fully 
ignited. Believing that I had done everything that could possibly be 
done, I commenced my retreat, arriving at Battery Gregg during the fire 
of the mortars and rifled guns on Morris Island and the firing of small- 
arms from the enemy's boats near that point. 

In justice to myself, I desire to state I had taken command of the 
artillery at Battery Wagner under a heavy bombardment, which con- 
tinued until after I left, and therefore my duties in the batteries were 
such as to prevent my giving the proper attention to every matter of 
detail, as I would have done under other circumstances. 1 feared the 
slow-match would not answer, and I applied to Colonel Keitt to be per- 
mitted to set fire to the bombproof with three barrels of rosin, but he 
refused, upon the ground that the instructions stated distinctly that the 
fire was to be communicated by slow-match, upon the advice of the Engi- 
neer officer that the smoke and fire would make known our intentions to 
the enemy. 

In conclusion, I am happy to state that the rear-guard behaved with 
perfect coolness. They were marched from Battery Wagner in perfed 
order by the second officer of the guard. Lieutenant F. B. Brown, Twen- 
tv-fifth South Carolina volunteers. 

From the continued firing of the enemy, I am inclined to believe that 
the enemy did not discover that the evacuation had taken place until 
the last boatload had reached Fort Sumter. 

Inclosed you will find a copy of Lieutenant Mazyck's (ordnsiiicc offi- 
cer) report, to whom I am much indebted for his valuable services. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

T. A. HU(iUENIiN, 

Chptain First S. C. [regular] Inf. [3d Art], Chief of Artillery, 
Major Henry Bryan, 

Assistant Adjutant- Geyieral, 



Report of Captain C, C, Pitichiey, C. S. Artillery y Ordnance Officer 

First Military Didrict, 

Head-quarters First Military Dist. of 8. ('., Ord. Dept., ) 
Charleston, S. C, September 8, 1863. I 

General: In obedience to your instructions, I have the honor to 
submit the following statement of what passed under my observation at 
Battery Wagner on the night of the evacuation of that post : 

On the evening of that day I took down some spikes, slow-match, 
safety-ftize, sledges, etc. to Morris Island. I went at once to Battery 
26 
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Wagner, taking the spikes in my hand. I had made requisition for 
rat-tail files in August last, but had received none. These were intended 
as substitutes. I found Captain Huguenin with the ordnance officer. 
Lieutenant Mazyck. arranging the safety-fuze previously sent, and gave 
them my assistance. The splicing was carefully done, the ends of the 
fuze split and pinned. Captain Huguenin stated that he had tried sev- 
eral pieces of the fuze, but I repeated the experiment and found it 
burned perfectly well. When the main body of the garrison was with- 
drawn, I remained to assist in the final dispositions. The proper time 
having elapse<l, Lieutenant Mazyck, assisted by Lieutenant James A. 
Ross, Twenty-fifth South Carolina volunteers, was lefl to lay the fuze, 
and I, accompanied by Captain Huguenin, to spike the guns. Here we 
encountered great difficulty. The vents of most of the pieces were 
greatly enlarged. In many cases the spikes dropped loosely in, and we 
were obliged to use two and sometimes three of them. We could have 
remedied this in a measure had it been practicable to drive them tightly 
and hammer the edges of the orifice over them, but Captain Huguenin's 
order enforced the most perfect quiet, and the necessity was sufficiently 
obvious. We obviated the difficulty as well as it was possible by bun- 
dling up a haversack and hammering through that, but it could not be 
thoroughly effective. Having thus spiked each piece in succession, 
excepting the 10-inch columbiad. Captain Huguenin arranged a lan- 
yard for firing this gun, the wheels being in gear, and we returned to 
the magazine. The cartridges (a large number) were piled up against 
one wall and the fuze inserted in one of them, going down to the bottom, 
and carefully trained out of the door and along the side of the covered 
way, to avoid the feet of any passers-by. We then waited the courier 
from Colonel Keitt, Lieutenant Ross and myself, by Captain Huguenin's 
orders, joining the lookouts in firing an occasional rifle from the 
parapet to keep up a show of occupation. The courier came. Lieu- 
tenant Ross then took the lanyard and Captain Huguenin ordered, 
" The last gun from Battery Wagner, fire I" But the primer failed. 
Another gave no better result. We then primed with powder from a 
Whitworth rifle cartridge, but the piece could not be fired. We then 
got out one of the two spikes from the 32-pounder, but the other pre- 
vented the passage of the flame. So much time was now consumed that 
Captain Huguenin thought best to abandon the attempt. He lit the 
fuze, all of us watching to see that it was burning correctly. We 
then abandoned Battery Wagner. Great was our disappointment as 
we looked in vain during our passage to the city for the expected 
explosion. Possibly a fragment of shell may have cut the fuze before 
it burned to the door. I can think of no other accident; no precaution 
was omitted. 

Though not officially present, I trust I may be allowed as a spectator 
to bear witness to the coolness, judgment, and fidelity of Captain 
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Hiiguenin and the officers under him in the discharge of the delicate 
task confided to them. 

I have the honor, general, to be, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, C. C. Pinckney, 

Captain Artillery and Ordnance Officer First Mil, Dist., S, C. 
Brigadier-General R. S. Ripley, 

(Jonimanding First Military District^ South Carolina. 



Report of Captain H. R. Lesesne^ First South Carolina Artillery. — 
AitsatUt on Battery Gregg and Evacuation. 

Charleston, S. C, September 7, 1868. 

Major: I have the honor to report that in obedience to orders 
received from Colonel Keitt I went to Battery Gregg on the morning 
of the 5th instant and took command of the post. The battery was 
shelled heavily during the day by the enemy's land- batteries, and for a 
part of the day by the Ironsides, causing considerable injury to the 
work and a number of casualties : I am not able to state the exact 
number. Information having been received that the enemy intended 
an attack by water on the battery, I had the guns of the battery trained 
on the most probable points of attack, double-loaded with canister, one 
10-inch columbiad bearing on the beach in front and one on the extreme 
point in rear. Two 12-pounder howitzers were placed on the beach to 
the right of the work, running from the right of Battery Gregg to the 
beach. The artillery was supported by Major Gardner, commanding the 
Twenty -seventh Georgia. 

About 1.30 A. M. the enemy advanced upon the point in about twenty 
boat** ; when within 100 yards of the beach I opened U|)on them with 
the 10-inch gun, followed by the howitzers. The infantry commenced 
firing shortly afterward. The enemy returned the fire with their Iwat- 
howitzers and musketry. A few succeeded in landing, but quickly 
returned to their boats. Afler the fire had been kept up for about 
fifteen minutes the whole force retired. 

Our casualties were 1 man mortally and about 5 slightly wounded. 
The enemy's loss is not known, but it is supposed to have been heavy. 

The fire of the enemy was kept up steadily on the 6th until evening, 
material damage being done to the work. Casualties, 7. 

Having received orders about 7.30 p. M. to hold myself in readiness 
to evacuate the work, spike the guns, and blow it up, with the assistance 
of Captain F. D. Lee and Lieutenant Stiles of the Engineers I laid the 
safety-match in loose powder in the magazine, running it out to the 
parapet of the work. The match was laid on planks, so as to prevent 
any moisture from reaching it. The men composing the garrison of the 
battery were embarked immediately after the last of the Twenty-seventh 
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Georgia. On receiving orders from Colonel Keitt, I spiked the two 10- 
inch guns, breaking the spikes flush oflT with the guns; had the fleld- 
pieces spiked and thrown overboard, with all their ammunition; and 
directed Major Holcombe, commissary of subsistence, who had volun- 
teered to assist me, to light the match. The match went out at first, 
but on being lighted again burned well. On Colonel Keitt's counter- 
manding the order for lighting, it was found impossible to extinguish 
it, and it could not be cut with the knife which we had. This was but 
a few minutes before we lefl the point, and it was then within the door- 
way of the magazine and burning freely. I omitted to mention that the 
match was cut off to burn about fifteen minutes, it burning a foot in 
fifteen seconds. 

Very resj)ectfully, your obedient servant, 

Hknry R. Lrsesne, 

Captain First South Oarolina A rtiUery. 
Major Henry Bryan, 

Assistant Adjutant -General, 

Naval Attack on Sullivan* s Inland. 

HEAI>-<iUARTER8 FORT MOULTRIE, S. C, ) 

September 9, 1863. ) 

Sir : I have the honor to report that yesterday morning, 8th instant, 
one of the monitors (the Weehawken) was observed to be aground 
opposite this |)ost, and fire was at once opened on her with effect, 
many of our shots having been seen to strike the hull, of which a 
large portion was exposed by the lowness of the tide. The steamer 
promptly replied, and soon brought to her assistance the Ironsides and 
five monitors. At about 8 A. M. the Ironsides came to anchor about 
1200 yards from the fort, and the monitors tmik their position higher 
up the river and at about 1800 yards, and together opened a terrific fire 
from rifled and XV-inch guns, using shot, shell, shrapnel, grape, and 
incendiarv shell. 

I regret to announce here an accident most terrible in its effect^ and 
but for which our casualties would have been but slight. A XV-inch 
shell from the Weehawken struck the muzzle of an 8-inch columbiad, 
and, glancing off, exploded among a number of shell-boxes and am- 
munition-chests which had been placed behind a traverse (and at which 
a number of the men of Captain Smith's company were stationed), kill- 
ing instantly 10 men and wounding 12 others. Captain R. P. Smith, 
Jr., himself narrowly escaped by leaping from the parapet into the 
ditch in front of the fort. 

The fire from the enemy now became furious, and broadside after 
broadside from the Ironsides would tear through the buildings of the 
fort, sending fragments of every description in every direction, aud 
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rendering it almost impossible to pass from one portion of the fort to 
another ; but nobly did officers and men remain at their guns and return 
their fire. Captain Burnet's company came from the Beauregard Bat- 
tery under a storm of shot and shell and relieved Captain Smith, whose 
men had been nearly all killed or wounded by the explosion already 
mentioned. 

Lieutenant D. G. Calhoun deserves great credit for the manner in 
which he discharged his duties as officer of the day in carrying out the 
arrangements for the removal of the dead and wounded, and frequently 
in extinguishing fires in different parts of the fort during the most 
severe part of the bombardment. 

Captain G. A. Wardlaw, assistant quartermaster, volunteered his ser- 
vices at one of the guns, and was conspicuous for his coolness and the 
manner in which he handled his piece, but was himself knocked down 
by a piece of one of the traverses, which, fortunately, inflicted no other 
damage than a momentary unconsciousness and some slight bruises. 

Lieutenant D. B. DeSaussure while gallantly fighting his gun was 
struc^k by a large fragment of stone, which fractured his collar-bone 
and, it is feared, inflicted some internal injury. 

Our fire was kept up steadily until 2 p. M., when the enemy withdrew, 
and one of the monitors, being evidently damaged, was towed out by 
two others. 

The fire from the fort was deliberate and remarkably accurate, nearly 
every shot striking the boat at which it was aimed. 

As I cannot mention any one more conspicuous for gallantry than 
another, I must content myself with simply saying that officers and 
men did their whole duty, and submit the names of the officers and 
companies engaged. The battery on the east was commanded by Cap- 
tain Jacob Valentine, Company G, with Lieutenant DeSaussure; the 
battery next on the west was commanded by Captain B. J. Witherspoon, 
Company C ; and the next battery by Captain R. Press Smith, Jr., Com- 
pany E, with Lieutenants D. G. Calhoun and E. C. Edgerton, and after- 
ward by Captain B. S. Burnet, Company F, with Lieutenants W. D. 
Gaillard, E. M. Whaley, and William J. Marshall. 

Lieutenant L. W. Perrin rendered very efficient services as ordnance 
officer, and Surgeon Flournoy Carter and Assistant Surgeon E. H. 
Kellers assiduously supplied the demands of the wounded. 

Two of the guns of the fort were placed hors de combat — the one an 
8-inch columbiad, already referred to, and the other a rifled 32-pounder, 
the trunnion of which was knocked off by a piece of shell. 

About 1 o'clock this morning, on the signal that an attack was being 
made on Fort Sumter, we again opened fire with shell and grape, firing 
HO an U) pass close to the right and left of the fort, and on a signal of 

All right I" again ceased firing. 

I have the honor to submit herewith a report of the casualties, the 
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number of wounded being far smaller than was at first reported, many 
of the wouuds being slight and the men returned to duty : 



1 

Com maud, etc. 


Killed. 


Wounded. 


Total. 

2 
11 

2 
25 

1 

1 
8 

45 


• 
Company C, Captain B. J. Witherspoon: 

Non-commissioned officers 




2 
9 

1 
11 

1 

1 
2 


£nlisted men 

Company E, Captain R. Press Smith, Jr.: 

Non-commissioned officers 


2 

1 
14 


Enlisted men 


Company F, Captain B. S. Burnet : 

Enlisted men 


Company (i, Captain J. Valentine: 

Commissioned officers 




Enlisted men 


1 


Total 


18 


27 





All of which is respectfully submitted. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Robert DeTreville, 
Lieutenant M. King, Major, commanding. 

Acting Amslant Adjutant- General. 



Engagement with the Forts in Charleston Harbor. 

Flag-steamer Philadelphia, ) 
Off Morris Island, September 8, 1863. ) 

Sir: I have already informed you, by express despatch, that the 
enemy evacuated the whole of Morris Island yesterday morning, just 
previous to an assault. I immediately designed to put in operation a 
plan to capture Fort Sumter, and, as a preliminary, ordered the Wee- 
hawken to pass in by a narrow channel winding about Cumming's Point, 
so as to cut off all communication by that direction. In so doing the 
Wechawken grounded, and, though at low water, did not succeed in 
floating at the next high tide. 

Late in the day, at the proper time, I went on board the Ironsides, 
and moved up with the iroti-clads to feel, and if possible pass, the 
obstructions north of Sumter. Moultrie and Batteries Bee and Beaurcv 
gard quickly opened on us, and soon experienced a severe fire from our 
vessels, which was continued until I deemed it best to give entire atten- 
tion to the Weehawken. Steam-tugs and hawsers were provided amply, 
but at the high tide of this morning did not succeed in floating her. 
Almut 7 a. m. the enemy perceived her condition, and began to fire 
from Moultrie, flbout 2000 yards distant. I ordered up the iron-clads 
to cover the Weehawken, which, meanwhile, gallantly replied, and in 
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less than an hour's firing blew up one of the enemy's magazines, which 
was recognized by a cheer from the men of our vessels near me. Some 
movement in Sumter seemed to draw attention from the Weehawken, 
which, with a few well-directed shells, settled that business. 

Captain Colhoun has, in my opinion, more than compensated for the 
misfortune of getting aground by the handsome manner in which he 
has retorted on the adversary and defended the glorious flag that floats 
above him. At llj A. M. I telegraphed to him : " Well done, Wee- 
hawken I Don't give up the ship." We may lose the services of 
this vessel — I hope not — but the honor of the flag will be maintained. 

It is proper to say that the iron-clads have been navigated under the 
most disadvantageous circumstances. They really have not had pilots. 
Mr. Godfrey has left us, and Mr. Uaffords fell off the turret at night, 
being the only real pilots in this squadron. The monitors have been 
aground several times in action, and it is surprising that some of them 
have not been lost. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. A. Dahu;ren, 
Bear- Admiral J commandiny S, A, B. Sfjuadron. 

Hon. Gideon Welles, 

Secretary of the Navy, Wdahingtoriy D, C, 

P. S. — 6. P. M. I am ha[)py to say that at high water the Wechawken 
was gotten off. I commend Captain Colhoun, his oflScers, and crew to 
the notice of the Department The crews of the other vessels cheered 
spontaneously as he passed. J. A. D. 



Report of the Cmnmavder of the Monitor Weelinwken, ashore and 

engaged SejAember S, 1863, 

U. S. Iron-clad Weehawken, ) 
Off Fort Wagner, September 9, 1863. J 

Sir: On the 7th inst., in obedience to your order, I proceedeil with 
the Weehawken to buoy out the channel inside the buoy off Fort Wag- 
ner, in the direction of Cumming's Point. Afler passing the buoy off 
Wagner about 200 yards, I dropi)ed a buoy in seventeen feet of water, 
and again, 400 yards farther on, a second one in fifteen feet of water, 
steering up nearly midway between Cumming's Point and Sumter. I 
anchored at 8.30 A. M. about 300 yards from the last buoy, it being then 
nearly low water. At 9.30 a. m. she swung to the flood-tide, and the 
channel being narrow, she touched bottom very lightly in eleven feet 
of water. When the tide had risen sufficiently to float her, I got under 
way, in obedience to your order, to " return to my anchorage near the 
New Ironsides ;" but in consequence of the shoal water she steered very 
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bmlly ; taking a ** rank eheer " to port, she brought up on the bank in 
cloven feet water. In the afternoon, at high water, I failed to get her 
oft', 218 also on the following morning, though every effort was made by 
taking coal and shot out, with one tug to assist us. At 8.30 a. m. i8th 
September) Fort Moultrie opened on us, the lower part of the overhang 
oil the port side being then nearly out of water. As we lay upon the 
bank Fort Moultrie was nearly on our port beam. She fired slowly and 
<leliberate1y at first to get the range, aiming under the overhang; then 
with rapidity, followed by other batteries on Sullivan's Island. Thi;* 
I had expecte<l, and was ready for. I had been on deck from early in 
the morning, and had given orders to let the men sleep after their hard 
work during the night. We opened in a few minutes on Moultrie. Tlie 
second shell from the XV-inch gun exploded a magazine to the left of 
the flagstaff, and she wa^ silent for some time. When the Ironsides and 
monitors engaged the batteries they ceased firing at us. I then sent the 
men to hn^akfast, and after they had finished opened on Sumter. W^hen 
tlu* Ironside and monitors withdrew from action they left the Wee- 
hfiwken alone. 

I then ina<le my preparations to get afloat at high water in the after- 
noon, and succeeded, though under a heavy fire from Sullivan's Island 
and liatterv Sinikins (m James Island. I had three men w<»unded bv 
a shot from liiittery Bee, striking on the top of the turret, breaking the 
plating and railroad iron — one, John O'Grady, ordinary seaman, severely 
in the left thigh. I enclose herewith Assistant Surgeon E. M. Stein's 
report. We were hit twenty-four times, doing no material damage. 
Oiu' shot struck the lower part of the overhang, passed under, made a 
Iu»lc alxmt tliri'o inclu^ in diameter, and fractured the iron from the 
anirlcs. The leak was s(K)n st(>ppe<l. We fired at Moultrie and Bee '^> 
>ht'll; at SinnttT, 4<) ; total, S2. 

Tlic otliciTs and men under my command deserve the highest praise 
fur tlu'ir lu'liavior. Sncli a measure of endurance, patriotism, an<l valor 
as I liavc ^ro]\ ('xliil>ite<l since I have been in command :issures me thev 
cannot l»c cxct-Ucd. 

Very respectfully, etc.. 

Ei>wiN R. CoLiiorx, 

Commtindrr. 

Ivcar-.\(lmiral J. A. DAirLGRr^x, 

CotnDutndinr/^ etc. 



The injuries received required sixteen days for repairs. It is inipa<si- 
l>U' not to admire the fine conduct and resolution of this coniinander and 
liis crew. Tluir jrroundin^ was first noticed by Major Elliott from FVirt 
Sumter, and si^rnallcd to Fort Mruiltrie; but the firing was liniitt'<l by 
the hur^tinir of the \'ll-inch r>rooke ritle at Moultrie, thouirh main- 
tained by Hattery Bee. Yet it seems not to have been efiicient enouirh. 
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So Major Elliott complninecl. I have always wondered why the Wee- 
hawken did not fall an easy prey to the fire of Battery Simkins. — J. J.) 



Actions of the Iron-elad Fleti witJi the Worh on Sullivan's Island 

on the TUi and 8th of September, 1863, 

Head-quartkrs Artillery, | 
Sullivan's Island, Sept. 12, 1863. J 

Captain Edward White, A. A.-G. : 

Sir: I have the honor to make the following report of the actions 
between the batteries on this island and the iron-clad fleet of the enemy 
on the 7th and 8th of this month. 

On the afternoon of the 7th, about 6 P. M., five monitors and the frig- 
ate Ironsides engaged the batteries until after dark, resulting in one 
casualty at our batteries. First Lieutenant PI A. Erwin was killed by 
a shell at Beauregard Battery. Lieutenant Erwin had just returned 
from service on Morris Island, and escaped unhurt to meet death at a 
less exposed position. He was more than ordinarily intelligent, brave, 
and conscientious. The raiment has lost in him one of its best officers. 

The Ironsides continued to fire an occasional shot after we had ceased 
firing, until about nine o'clock P. M. It was, however, so dark that the 
vessels could not be seen. 

On the morning of the 8th one of the monitors, supposed to be the 
Weehawken, which had the day previous taken a position very near the 
beach of Morris Island, in the channel leading to Cumming's Point, 
nearly opposite to Fort Moultrie, was observed to show so much of her 
hull as to lead to the belief that the boat was aground. I received also, 
early in the morning, a despatch from Major Elliott, commanding Fort 
Sumter, giving his belief that the boat was aground and could be de- 
stroyed. Learning from a conversation with Brigadier-General T. L. 
Clingman, commanding Sullivan's Island, that it would meet with his 
sanction, I directed a slow fire to be opened u[)on the monitor from the 
treble-banded Brooke gun and 10-inch columbiads — I think with some 
effect. The fire was returned, and about nine o'clock A. M. five other 
monitors, with the Ironsides, were seen approaching — whether to shield 
the boat that was thought to be aground, or whether it was a precon- 
certed move, I am unable to wav. About this time a shell from the Wee- 
hawken struck the muzzle of an 8-inch columbiad in Fort Moultrie, and 
glanced into some shell-boxes which were protected by a traverse, 
producing an explosion, killing sixteen and wounding twelve men of 
Company E, First South Carolina Infantry, Captain R. Press Smith. 
This disaster rendered it necessary to replace Company E by Company 
F, Captain Burgh S. Burnet, which arrived under fire from Beaure- 
gard Battery. 
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The Ironsides took a position some 1500 yards distant, and opened a 
very heavy (ire from her broadsides. The monitors took positions vary- 
ill}: fnmi 91K) to 1400 yards, all directing their fire upon Fort Moultrie 
and the battorie:* adjoining. Batteries Bee and Beauregard also received 
a iK>rtion of their fire. The batteries replied, but, owing to the pcaut 
amnninition on hand, the fire was not so rapid as that of the fleet. AAer 
the action had continued about ^ve hours the fleet withdrew, one of the 
monitors I think disabled, the Weehawken remaining in the same posi- 
titin it <K'cupied thin morning. 

R<'siile:ji the l<iAt» pnxluced by the explosion before referred to, three 
mon wore killeii; two officers — Captain G. A. Wardlaw slightly, and 
Lii'Utonant 1>. R DeSaussure severely — and fourteen men wounded at 
Ft»rt Moultrie. 

At lUtter}' Bee one officer and one man were slightly wounded, and 
at Biittcry IVauregard one officer. Lieutenant Edward W. Macbeth, 
>lii:htlv woundo*!. 

Two jruns in Fort Moultrie were disabled — ^the 8-inch columbiad l>efore 
rctVrriHi to, and one rifle 32-|Kmnder. No other material damage was 
done to tht' batteries. 

I rojrret to say that the treble-banded Brooke gun gave way duriiiir 
tho aotion. a crack Inking made in the band in rear of the vent and 
thnmjrh the briHH'h. I l>eg li*ave to refer to the report of Lieutenant R. 
V. l>wi^lit tor an explanation of the circumstances attending the loss 
ot' tin** valuable pun. 

The firini: at the several batteries on the island was accurate and de- 
lilnnite, and it affords nie jrreat pleiu«ure to commend the conduct of 
l»«»;]i MtVi* rr•^ and men of my nmunand. 

I riu l.»•^^• in rewith the reiuirts of battery commanders, with a li-^t of 
killr«l auii >><»mul«'d. 

I lia\»' tlir imnnr to be. very n^sjHH't fully, your olnnlient servant, 

Wm. Hutlkr, 



I'liii'n /^/»o/7.< of Xaisti Ai<i*(nilf on Fort Sumter. 

FLA<i-STP:AMF:R PinLAl>KLPHIA, j 

Off Morkis Island, September 11. 18<»:>. ) 

Sn:: Thr I Kpartim'nl is already informed that on the night of the 
r.th tlio cneiiiy ivaniatcd Morris Island, leaving it in our pos>es>ion. 
'riii< otliTttl an opportunity tor assaulting Fort Sumter, which was wfll 
hn»kt II on the irorire and south-fast faces, and, if succt^^^ful. w«iuld 
enal»K' nir to pa^s tin' o]»>tru«tion-j in the main channel. 

1 th«'n lore din^ct»Ml a parly of vohmteers to he calle<l for, which was 
done, undir the followinir <>t!icers, viz.: Commander T. H. Sii»vt'ns, 
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Lieutenant Moreau Forrest, aide; Lieutenant-Commander £. P. Wil- 
liams, commanding first division ; Lieutenant 6. C. Remey, command- 
ing second division ; Lieutenant S. W. Preston, commanding third 
division ; Lieutenant F. J. Higginson, commanding fourth division ; 
Ensign C. H. Craven, commanding fifth division; Lieutenant-Com- 
mander F. M. Bunce, Lieutenant E. T. Brower, Ensign James Wallace, 
Ensign B. H. Porter, and Ensign C. H. Craven. Also, the following 
officers of the marine corps : Captain C. G. McCawley, First Lieutenant 
Charles H. Bradford, First Lieutenant John C. Harris, Second Lieuten- 
ant R. L. Meade, Second Lieutenant Lyman P. Wallace, and Second 
Lieutenant L. E. Fagan. 

Commander Stevens was appointed to command the whole detach- 
ment. On making a request to General Gillmore for some boats, I 
learned that he also contemplated an assault the same night. It was 
late in the evening before all the arrangements were made, particularly 
the concert with the detachment from the army, which was chiefly due to 
the want of competent signal officers. It was about 10 o'clock when the 
boats, in tow of a tug, started up the main channel, and had hardly 
approached Sumter when the sound of musketry announced the attack. 
This did not last long, and was followed by shell, etc. from Moultrie. 
Before I could reach Sumter the conflict had ceased. It was next morn- 
ing before I learned positively that our party had been repulsed with 
considerable loss. Of 400 men, I learned by flag of truce that 130 are 
prisoners ; by our accounts, 104 men and 10 officers are prisoners, and 3 

men are killed 

J. A. Daiiloren, 

Hon. Gideon Welles, Rear- Admiral^ etc. 

Secretary of Navy^ etc, 

.... "About midnight we cast off from the Daffodil, and directly 
after Captain Stevens hailed and ordered me to pull for Fort Sumter. 
I did so, and while pulling* Captain Stevens ordered me to follow the 
boat on my starboard bow, telling me she was going behind the fort. I 
followed the boat as directed, and passed the side of Fort Sumter which 
faces Fort Moultrie. Discovering a steamer coming from behind the 
fort, the leading boat went in close under the walls. We followed her, 
and pulled back toward the sea-face, examining the foot of the fort to 
see if any of our boats had landed. Upon coming to the right bastion 
of the sea- face (the eastern angle), I found the marines in boats firing 
at the fort. I could find no officer to report to regarding the steamer, 
and no one could tell me whether our men had landed or where they 
were. Seeing a boat sinking, I pulled toward it, but found that all of 

its men had been taken out or drowned The interval from the 

time the first gun was fire<l until the order to retreat was given was 
about twenty minutes, the enemy using small-arms and hand-grenades. 
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Almost all the marine boats and a great many boat8 with sailors in 
them replied to the enemy's fire with their muskets and revolvers/' . . . . 

James Wallace, 
Ensign , comnuinding Naval Battery. 
Rear-Admiral J. A. Dahixjren, 

Commandingy etc. 

Marine Battalion. 
. . . . " No one in our boat or the Housatonic's heard the order * Tull 
for Sumter' (which I have understood was passed around). We were 

completely at a loss what to do I pulled for the Philadelphia to 

report for orders. You then sent for me to come on board Scarcely 

had I got in my boat when I saw two or three quick flashes of light 
(musketry), by which I found we were but a few hundred yards from 
Sumter. Before I could say *Cast off/ almost, the men were pulling 
lustily and in great spirits for the fort. We closed in rapidly among 
the other boats, and got into the thick of the fight, when Moultrie and 
the other batteries oi>ened. Every boat left us ; the call all around was 
* Cease firing and draw off,* and, disgusted anew, we did so. After we 
got out a little I reconnoitred our position, and found the stampede wa:< 

increasing an<l no boats on the ground Throughout 1 could see 

nothing but the utmast confusion." .... 

John C. Harris, 
Second LieuienatU U. «SL Marine*. 
Rear- Admiral J. A. Dahix^ren, 

Commanding, etc. 

Marine Battalion. 

.... "I was in charge of a detachment of 6 officers, 6 sergeants, 8 
corporals, and 8r) privates, and reported myself and command to Com- 
mander T. H. Stevens I was instructed to keep my command in 

the rear, and not to land until the sailors had done so — ^to fire on the 
enemy from our boat-;* and cover the landing, and as soon as they got in 

to cease firing, land ourselves, and use the bayonet We were .«*oon 

discovered, and the fire began from the loopholes and parapet. This my 
men returned briskly, until a cry arose of * Cease firing !* Presuming 
that our sailors ha<l landed, T called to the boats to cease firing and land, 
but, to my great surprise, saw them all immediately turn and pull away 
after the crowd of others which were going out. 

"I called in vain to stop, and followed as fiist as T could until 1 found 
that the leading boat wa« that of Captain Stevens (?), which Mr. Craven 
hailed and threatened to fire into, until informed whr)se it was. We 
a'^ked what we were to do, and were told to go to the Daffodil 

" I find 2 lieutenants, 2 sergeants, 2 corporals, and 25 privates are 
missing, probably in the hands of the enemy, and 1 private wounded on 



REPORTS, CORRESPONDENCE, DESPATCHES, ETC. cxxxvii 

board the Memphis. It was very dark near the fort, and there was great 
confusion.*' C. G. McCawley, 

Oiptain U. iS. Marines, 
Rear-Admiral J. A. DAHwmEN, 

Commanding, etc. 



Majar Elliott's Report of Naval Atunault on Fort Sttmier. 

HEAD-QUARTER8, FoRT SUMTER, ) 

September 12, 1863. ) 

Captain : I have the honor to submit a report of tJie late action at 
this post. 

On the 4th instant, pursuant to Special Orders No. 298, head-quarters 
First Military District, Department of South Carolina, Georgia, and 
Florida, I assumed command, with the Charleston battalion of infantry 
(commanded by Major J. A. Blake) as a garrison. All the available 
guns having been already dismounted, the defense was to be conducted 
by infantry. 

The condition of the work was as folloivs : The gorge A had been so 
cut by the enemy's artillery that the scarp had assumed the form of an 
inclined plane with a dip of about 45^ The wall of the east face had 
been shot away, leaving the arches (which had been filled with sand) 
exposed. The north-east face was comparatively secure. The north- 
west contained several serious breaches, and one of very considerable 
size, B. This was defended by a barricade. The others were securely 
obstructed. The west face was uninjured, the lower tier of embrasures 
being merely closed by their usual shutters. The main sally-port in 
this face had been pierced for musketry and commanded the wharf. 

Dispositions similar to the following were habitually made : Captain 
J. W. Hopkins's company (D), 43 men, lay on their arms on the parapet 
of the gorge, and Captain F. T. Miles's company (E), 12 men, at the 
breach in the north-west face. The guards, excepting the sentinels on 
post, were to defend the sally-port. Captain T. Y. Simons's company 
(B), 28 men, lay at the entrance on the west face. In case of an alarm. 
Captain S. Lord's company (F), 42 men, was to occupy the south-west 
angle and support Captain Hopkins on the right. Lieutenant J. C. Sal- 
tiis's company (A), 12 men, at the south-east, was to support him on the 
left. Lieutenant J. G. Harris's company (G), 25 men, was to occupy 
the north-east angle. Captain J. M. Mulvaney, Company C, 43 men, 
waa to support Captain Miles. In case their services should not he 
needed, the last four companies were to remain formed on the parade 
below their respective positions, so as to be ready to move to any weak 
point. 

I had procured from Charleston a supply of hand-grenades and fire- 
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balls. Detachments of men for each of these kinds of service were 
kept constantly in position at three different points of the parapet. 

I requested Capt-ain Chanipneys, the engineer in charge, to plant two 
fougasses in the wharf leading from the gorge. During the attack he 
kindly superintended their delivery. 

At 1 A. M. (September 9), while observing a monitor which had taken 
a position near the fort, I saw the enemy pulling up from the eastward 
in two columns, the head of the one directed upon the north-east, that 
of the other upon the south-cast, angle of the fort. I ordered up three 
companies within supporting distance, and reserved our lire until they 
had deployed and commenced to land. The outer boats replied rap- 
idly for a few minutes. 

The crews of those that had effected a landing sought refuge from the 
galling fire under the projecting masses of the wall, whence grenades 
and fire-balls soon dislodged them. 

The fire of the Chicora, lying at a short distance to the northward, 
of Sullivan's Island to the north-east, and of Fort Johnson to the west- 
ward, encircled the work and effectfully assisted to prevent any reinforce- 
ments coming up. 

The enemy — with some of his boats disabled by hand-grenades and 
masses of masonry (convenient weapons to the ready hands of our gar- 
rison), and overwhelmed by our own and the fire of our supports — called 
for quarter, and were ordered in detail to make their way to the gorge, 
whence they were transferred to a place of security. 

Not one of our men was injiire<l. The whole force engaged on our 
side consisted of 80 rifienien ami 24 men detached for service of the 
groniidi^s aii<l tire-balls. The remainder of the garrison were ready for 
action and remained in position. 

The force of the enemy exceeded, according to the statements of cap- 
tured oHicers, 400 men. 

His jiscertained loss was 6 killed, 15 wounded, and lOG prisoners, of 
whom 1 1 were officers. 

We captured also five barges, five stan<l of colors (among them a flag 
said by the |»risoners to be the flag borne from the fort by Major Robert 
Anderson in 18G1), and a small quantity of arms and accoutrenienti. 
Most of the latter were thrown overboard by the prisoners and lost. 
Several boats drifted off* with dead and wounded men. 

The action was brief and decisive, as they found us prepared, and 
were themselves surprised at meeting more than a nominal resistance. 

The Charleston battalion fully sustained its well-earned reputation by 
cheerrully enduring the liardships of its position and moving forward 
with energy in the moment of danger. 

All the officers performed tlieir duties well. The adjutant of the bat- 
talion, Lieutenant W. Mason Smith, rendered me throughout great 
assistance. 
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I have the honor to refer you to the accompanying papers, containing; 
lis$t8 of killed, wounded, and prisoners, and of captured arms and otluT 
property, and also a sketch of the fort, showing the jiositions of the inte- 
rior communications and the dispositions of the tn>ops. 

I cannot omit to mention the services of Captain J. T. Chani])n('ys, 
of the Engineer corps, who has shown great zeal and ability in con- 
ducting the defenses of this work. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Stephen Elliott, Jr., 
Major Artillery y I^ovisional Army C. #y., commanding. 
Captain W. F. Nance, 

Amulant AdjtUani- General. 



Congrai/ulatioiis from Richmond, 

War Department, C. S., ) 
IC'HMOND, September 1), 18G8. t 



Ric 
Oeneral G. T. Beauregard, 

Chnrletston^ S, C: 
Your telegrams, informing of the repulse of the iron-clads and of the 
late brilliant affair at Sumter, have been received with the liveliest sat- 
isfaction. We watch with intense anxiety the progress of your noble 
struggle, and each achievement illustrative of the constancy and hero- 
ism of your gallant brethren in arms is warmly appreciated, and affords 
hopeful augury of future triumph. The brave defenders of Cliarle^ston 
are honored and relied on throughout the Confederacy. 

J. A. Sepdox, 

tSecrdtinj of War. 



Intended Assault on Sumter by General Gillmore. 

jSperinl Ordem] Head-qitarteks U. S. Forced, \ 

No, 150. ) Morris Island, S. C, September 9, 1S()3. ) 

An attempt will be made to-night to carry Fort Sumter by assault. 
The regiments detailed for this purpose are the Tenth (^>nneeticut and 
Twenty-fourth Massachusetts volunteers. Colonel Osborn, of the Twen- 
ty-fourth Massachusetts, will command the party. He will be accom- 
panied by Major O. S. Sanford, Seventh Connecticut volunteers, on the 
stafT of the brigadier-general commanding the post, who, having care- 
fully reconnoitred the rout€ to be taken, will be able to advise Colonel 
Osborn of it. 

One hundred additional men for oarsmen have been detailed from the 
Seventh Connecticut and One-Hundre<l-and-Fourth Pennsylvania volun- 
teers. The men will be embarked at the bridge immediately after sunset, 
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uiul the assault will be made at the earliest moment possible. Should 
the assault succeed, a red countersign light will be immediately burnetl 
from the parapet of the work. 

After the capture of the fort the force will return at once, leaving KK) 
men jis a garrison. These men must shelter themselves as far as possible 
in the uninjured casemates, and they will be supplied with provisions 
to-morrow night. A signal officer will accompany the party, who will 
remain with the garrison to be left in the fort. 

The plan of the attack has been communicated verbally to Colonel 
Osborn. A red light burned on the fort prior to the arrival of Cohmel 
Osborn's party will indicate that a similar attack has been successfully 
made by the navy. 

On withdrawing the force the boats will be brought into Vincent's 
Creek, on the left; of the approaches to Wagner. Every man will have 
the countersign *' Detroit,'' and will use it as a watchword in making 
the assault. 

By order of Brigadier-General A. H. Terry. 

Adrian Terry, 
Captain, and Assistant Adjutant- General, 
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CHAPTER IX. 

[From Battles and Leaders of the Civil War, C\»ntury Co.] 

The Opposing Land Forces at Charh'sion, JS. C. 

The composition, losses, and strength of each army as hero stated jrive 
tlio <rist of all the data obtainable in the official records, (k stan<ls for 
kille<I; w for wounded; mw for mortally wounded ; m for caj)lurcd or 
niissiiip^; c for captured.) 

Union: Maj -Gen. Qiiincy A. Gillmore, commanding Department of 
the Soiitli. 

Coft/o/crafe : General G. T. Beauregard, commanding Department of 
South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida. 

Battery Wagxer, July ISth. 

Uniox. — First Divlsiox, Brig.-Gen. Truman Seymour (w). 

First Brigade — Brig.-Gen. George C. Strong (m w) : 6th Conn.. Col. 
John L. Chatfield (m w), Ca|)t. John N.Tracy; 9th Me., Col. Sabine 
Ki.K rv l\y); 5411] Mass. (colored). Col. Robert G. Shaw (k), Capt. Luis 
F. Kinilio; 8(1 N. If., Col. John If. Jackson (w); 48th N. Y., Col. Wil- 
liam Ik Harton (w); 7<)th Pa., Captain John S. Littell. Second Brigade 
—Col. ilaldiniand S. Putnam (k) : 7th N. II., Lieut.-Col. Joseph C. 
Abbott; 100th X. Y., Col. (reorge B. Dandy; 62d Ohio, Col. Francis B. 
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Pond; 67th Ohio, Col. Alviu C. Voris (w). Artillery — Liout.-Col. Uichard 
W. Jackson and Capt. Loomis L. Laugdou (in charge of s*iege- batteries) : 
C, 3d R. I., Capt. Charles R. Brayton ; E, 3d U. B., Lieut. John U. 
Mvrick. 

Total Union loss: killed, 240; wounded, 880; captured or missing, 
389 = 1515. The strength of the ais.saulting column (exclusive of Steven- 
son's brigade, held in reserve) is estimated at 5000. 

CoxFEDERATE. — Garrison — Brig. -Gen. William H. Taliaferro: M.'M 
Ga., Col. George P. Harrison, Jr. ; 3l8t N. C, Lieut. -Col. C W. Knijrht ; 
51»t X. C, Col. Hector McKethan ; Charl(»ston (S. C.) battalion, Lieut. r 
Col. P. C. Gaillard (w); 7th S. C. battalion, Maj. J. if. Rirm. Artil- 
lery— Lieu t.-Col. J. C. Simkins (k): Gl^l G.i. (2 eo's.), Capts. J. T. 
Buckner and W. J. Dixon; Ist S. C. (2 co's.), (Jajits. W. T. Tatom (k) 
and Warren Adams; S. C. Battery, Capt. W. L. DePass. 

Total Confederate} loss: killed and wounded, 174. 

Total force guarding fortifications around Charleston, about 8500. 

Total engaged at Battery Wagner, about 1000. 

Siege Operations, AutiisT-SEiTEMBER, 1863. 

Uniox.— Morris Island, Brig.-Gen. Alfred H. Terry. 

First Brigade— Col. Henry R.Gu^*: 9th Me., Lieut.-Col. Z. H. Robin- 
son; 3d N. H., Capt. James F. Randlett; 4th N. H., Lieut.-Col. Louis 
Bell; 97th Pa., Maj. Galusha Pennypacker. Second Hrijra<l( — Col. 
Joshua B. Howell: 39th 111., Col. Thcmias (). Osborn; 02(1 Ohio, (^»1. 

F. B. Pond; 67th Ohio, Maj. Lewis Butler; Slth Pi?., Maj. Edward 
Campbell. Third Brigade — Brig.-Gen. Thomas G. Stevenson : 7th r<Min., 
Col. Joseph R. Hawley; 10th Conn., Maj. Edwin S. (ireeley ; iMth 
Ma.ss., Col. Francis A. Osborn; 7th N. H., Lieut.-Col. J. C. Abbott; 
100th N. Y., Col. G. B. Dandy. Fourth Bripule— Col. James Mont- 
jromery : 54th Mass. (colored), Col. M. 8. Littlefield; 2d S. C. (colurerl) 
Lieut.-Col. W. W. Marple; 3d U. 8. C. T.,Col. B. C. Til^^hman. Fifth 
Brigade— Col. W. W. H. Davis: 47th N. Y., Maj. C. R. McDonahl ; 
Independent Battalion N. Y., Capt. M. 8 limitt ; 5L>d Pa., Lieut. -(V)l. 
H. M. Hoyt; 104th Pa., Maj. E. L. Rodgers. Artillery— Lieut. -(\)1. 
R. W. Jackson and Capt. L. L. Lanjrdon : H, 8d R. I., Capt. Albert E. 
Green ; C, 3d R. I., Capt. Charles R. Brayton ; I), 3d R. T.. Capt. Ricliard 

G. Shaw; H, 3d R. I., Capt. Augustus W. O.lwell : I. 3d R. L. Capt. 
Charles G. Strahan ; M, 3d R. I., Capt. Joseph J. Comstoek, Jr. ; H, 1st 
U. S., Lieut. Guy V. Henry; C, 1st U. 8. (cietaehment). Lieut. Jnnies 
E. Wilson; E, 3d U. S., Lieut. John R. Myriek: H, 8d X. Y., Ca])t. 
James E. Ashcroft; F, 3d N. Y., Lieut. Paul Hirehmeyer. Miseel- 
Inneoos — Detachment 11th Me., Lieut. Charles 8ellmer; Detachment 
I; l«t Mass. Cav., Lieut. Charles V. Holt ; 1st N. Y. Engineers, Col. 
Edward W. Serrell. 

27 
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North End of Folly Island, Brig.-Gen. Israel Vogdee. 

African Brigade — Brig.-Gen. Edward A. Wild : 55th Mass., Col. Nor- 
wood P. Hallowell ; Ist N. C, Col. James C. Beecher ; 2d N. C. (detach- 
ment), Col. Alouzo G. Draper; 3d N. C. (detachment), Capt. John 
VVilder. Foster*s Brigade— Brig.-Gen. R. S. Foster: 13th Ind., CoL 
Cyrus J. Dobbs; 112th N. Y.,Col. Jeremiah C. Drake; 169th N. Y., CoL 
Clarence Buell, Alford's Brigade— Col. Samuel M. Alford : 3d N. Y., 
Lieut.-Col. E. G. Floyd ; 89th N. Y., Col. Harrison S. Fairchild ; 103d 
N. Y., Coi William Heine; 117th N. Y., Col. Alvin White. Artillery 
— 1st Conn., Capt. A. P. llockwell. 

South End of Folly Island, Brig.-Gen. Geo. H. Gordon. 

First Brigade — Brig.-Gen. A. Schimmelfennig ; 41st N. Y., Lieut. -Col. 
Detleo von Einsiedel; 54th N. Y., Capt. Clemens Knipschild; 127th 
N. Y., Lieut.-Col. Stewart L. Woodford ; 142d N. Y., Col. N. Martin 
Curtis; 107 th Ohio, Capt. William Smith; 74th Pa., Capt. Henry 
Krauseneck. Second Brigade — Brig.-Gen. Adelbert Ames>: 17th Conn., 
Ci)\. W. H. Noble ; 40th Mass., Lieut.-CoL Joseph A. Dalton ; 144th 
N. Y., Col. David E. Gregory ; 157th N. Y., Maj. James C. Carmichael ; 
25th Ohio, Capt. Nathaniel Haughton ; 75th Ohio, Col. A. L. Harris. 

Recapitulation of Union losses, July lOth-Sept. 7th: 



Morris Island. July lOth 

Batlery Wat?ner, July llih 

' Iiatter>' Wagner, July 18th 

j Siege operations, July 18th-Sept. 7th 

Total on Morris Island 



Killed. 



15 

49 

246 

71 



Wounded. 



91 
123 
880 

278 



381 



1372 



; Captured 
or 
Mlaaing. 


ToUl, 


• • • 

167 

389 

9 


106 

339 

1515 

SV8 

2318 


565 



The effective strength of the land forces employed in the direct opera- 
tions against Charleston ranged from 11,000 to 16,000. 

The loss from Sept. 8 to Dec. 31, 1863, was 14 killed and 42 wounded 
--50. 

Confederate — First Military District,* Brig.-Gen. R. S. Ripley. 

First Subdivision — Brig.-Gen. William B. Taliaferro: 6th Ga., Col. 
John T. Lofton; 19th Ga., Col. A. J. Hutchins; 32d Ga., Col. George 
P. Harrison, Jr. ; 54th Ga., Col. C. H. Way ; 31st N. C, Col. John V. 
Jordon ; 2l8t S. C, Col. R. F. Graham ; 25th S. C, Col. C. H. Simonton ; 

* The troops and commanders employed in the defense of Morris Island were 
relieved from time to time. The commanders were Brig.-Gen. W. B. Taliaferro, 
Brig.-Gen. Johnson Hagood, Brig.-Gen. \ H. Colqaitt, Col. B. F. Graham, C61. 
George P. Harrison, Jr., and Col. L. M. Keitt. 
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Marion (S.C.) Art'y, Capt. E. L. Parker; Chatham (Ga.) Art'y, Capt 
John F. Wheaton ; Palmetto (S. C.) battalion Art'y, Lieut.-Col. E. B. 
White ; S. C. Battery, Capt. J. T. Kanapaux ; A, Ist S. C. Art'y, Capt. 
F. D. Blake; Ga. and S. C. Siege Train, Maj. Edward Manigault; 2d 
S. C. Art'y, Col. A. D. Frederick ; S. C. Art'y, Capt. John R. Mathewes ; 
Gist Guaixi (S. C.) Art'y, Capt. C. E. Chichester; 5th S. C.Cav. (4 co's.), 
Col. John Dunovant; Lucas's (S. C.) battalion, Maj. J. J. Lucas; 23d 
Ga., Maj. M. R. Ballenger; 27th Ga., Maj. James Gardner; 28th Ga., 
Capt. W. P. Crawford; 1st, 12th, and 18th Ga. battalions, Col. C. H. 
Olmstead ; C, F, and I, Ist S. C. Art'y, Lieut.-Col. J. A. Yates ; Savan- 
nah River Batteries, Capt. W. W. Billop; 11th S. C, Col. F. H. Gantt. 
Second Subdivision — Brig.-Gen. Thomas L. Clingman : 7th S. C. bat- 
talion, Lieut.-Col. P. H. Nelson; 8th N. C, Col. H. M. Shaw; 51st N 
C, Col. H. McKethan; 61st N. C, Col. J. D. Radcliffe; 20th S. C, Col. 
L. M. Keitt ; German Art'y, Capt. F. W. Wagener ; Inglis (S. C.) Art'y, 
Capt. W. E. Charles; 1st S. C, Col. William Butler; S. C. Cav., Capt. 
A. D. Sparks ; E, 5th S. C. Cav., Capt. L. A. Whilden ; H and K, Ist 
S. C. Art'y, Capts. H. R. Lesesne and A. S. Gaillard. Third Subdivision 
(Morris Island) — Brig.-Gen. A. H. Colquitt : [The troops of this com- 
mand were drawn from other subdivisions and appear in the commands 
to which they properly belonged.] Fourth Subdivision (Fort Sumter) 
—Col. Alfred Rhett, Maj. Stephen Elliott, Jr.: B, D, and E, 1st S. C. 
Art'y ; B, 27th Ga. ; F, 28th Ga. Castle Pinckney and Fort Ripley : G, 
1st S. C. Art'y, Capt. W. H. Peronneau. [Subsequent to the fall of 
Morris Island other troops were detailed, in turn, to garrison Fort 
Sumter.] Fifth Subdivision — Brig.-Gen. W. G. DeSaussure: Ist S. C. 
(Mil.), Col. Ed. Magrath; 1st S. C. Art'y (Mil.), Col. J. A. Wagener; 
18th S. C. (Mil.), Col. J. E. Carew; battalion State Cadets, Maj. J. B. 
White; D and H, 5th S. C. Cav., Lieut.-Col. R. J. Jeffords; K, 4th S. 
C. Cav., Capt. R. H. Colcock ; S. C. Battery, Capt. W. E. Earle ; Charles- 
ton battalion, Maj. Julius A. Blake. Evans's Brigade *— Brig.-Gen. N. G. 
Evans: 17th S. C, Col. F. W. McMaster ; 18th S. C, Col. W. H. Wal- 
lace; 22d S. C.,Col. S. D. Goodlett; 23d S. C.,Col. H. L. Benbow; 2Gth 
S. C, Col. A. D. Smith ; Holcombe Legion, Lieut.-Col. W. J. Crawley. 
Anderson's Brigade*— Brig.-Gen. G. T. Anderson: 7th Ga., Col. W. W. 
White; 8th Ga., Col. John R. Towers; 9th Ga.. Col. B. Beck; 11th Ga., 
Col. F. H. Little; 59th Ga., Col. Jack Brown. Wise's Brigade*— Brig.- 
Gen. Henrv A. Wise: 26th Va.,Col. P. R. Page; 4th Va. Heavy Art'y, 
Col. J. T. Goode; 46th Va., Col. R. T. W. Duke ; 59th Va., Col. W. B. 

Tabb. 

General Beauregard, in his official report, says: "The total loss in 

killed and wounded on Morris Island from July KUh to September 7th 

was only 641 men ; and deducting the killed and wounded due to the 

landing on July 11th and 18th, the killed and wounded by the terrible 

* Joined aft<;r capture of Morris Island by Union forces. 
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Ij4iiiibanliiieiit, which lasted almost uninterruptedly, night and day, 
during tit\y-eight day?, only amounted to 296 men, many of whom 
were only slightly wounded. It is still more remarkable that during 
the s;ime i»eriod of time, when the enemy fired 6202 shots and shells at 
Fort t?umter, var>'ing in weight from 30 to 300 pounds, only 3 men were 
killetl and 41) wounded.'' 

The entire loss in the defenses of Charleston from July 10th to Sep- 
tember 7th witH 157 killed, 674 wounded, and 159 captured or missing 
i^K (^H*e Ojffirial ReconU^ vol. xxviii., part i. p. 409.) 
It is estimateil that the force defending the immediate approaches to 
Charleston ranged from 6500 U> 18,000. 



Remarket Rtlntlve to Iron-clnd Gunboats, 

Charleston, 8. C, 1 

Nov. 14, 1863. I 
Our gunlntats are defective in six respects: 

First. They have no s|>eed, going only from three to five miles an hour 
in siiKMith water and no current. 

Second. They are of too great draught to navigate our inland waters. 

Thinl. They are unsea worthy by their shape and construction, as 
repn^sented by naval officers. Even in the harbor they are at times 
c(»nsidere<l unsafe in a storm. 

Fnurth. Tlu'v are incapable of rwisting the enemy's XV-inch shots 
at ("lost* (|U:irters, as shown by the Athiuta in Warsaw Smnd hu^t sprinjr. 

Fittli. Tlu'v cannot tijrht at lonjr ranjrc, their guns not admitting an 
t'lt'vatjon <rn*at«T than from '>" to 7°, corresj>onding to 1| to lA mill's 
raiiirr. Kvcn at lonir ran«r<\ naval ollicers are of <»pinion that thool>lif|ue 
si<lt'> and Hat decks of our jrunboats would not resist the plunging shots 
of tlu' fiuMny's 2<>0- ami 8<M)-poun(liTs. 

rriic lu'st proof of total failure of the three iron-clad gunboats. Chi- 
cora. Palmetto State, and Charleston, constructed at such cost and labor, 
is that, althon^'h counnandod by our ni(»st gallant officers, they did not 
tire one >hot in the defense of Fort Sumter during the naval attack of 
the 7lh of April last, nor have they fired a shot in the def<'nse of M(»r- 
ris Island and Sumter durinir the present siege, which has lasted over 
four months, exc«'pting on one occasion, the assault on Sumter during 
the nin:ht of September 8th last, when the Chicora fired a few shots on 
the enemy's boats and barges.) 

Sixth. They are very costly, warm, uncomfortable, and badly venti- 
late<l, conse<iUentlv sicklv. 

The enemy's iron-cla<ls being invulnerable to shots above water be- 
yond S(M) yards, they should be attacked below water. The best way to 
accomplish this is by means of swift sea-u:oing steamers, capable of trav- 
elling ten or twelve miles an hour, shot-proof above water and armed 
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with Captain F. D. Lee*8 submarine repeating spar-torjiedo, which is 
both simple and certain in its operation. Not one of his submarine 
torpedoes ha.s yet failed to explode on .striking a resisting object. Tlie 
experiment of the David, a small cigar torpedo-boat, against the New 
Ironsides shows the effect of a 70-pound torpedo, only six feet below 
water, on the thick sides — over five feet — of that sea-monster. Since 
the attack, about one month ago, the New Ironsides has not fired one 
shot, notwithstanding the renewed bombardment of Sumter hjis been 
going on twenty days and nights, showing evidently that she luis ]>een 
seriously injured. Moreover, she has left her anchonige only once for 
about half an hour, when she returned to her former position, abreast 
of Morris Island. It is stated that a j)roper-sized steamer, 400 or 500 
tons, built like a blockade-runner, but made shot-proof and armed with 
one of I^e's repeating submarine torpedo apj)aratus, could be built in 
alxmt three months* working-time in England for the sum of about 
$250,000. 

I venture to sav that with one of those vessels here the blocka<lc of 
Charleston could be raised in k»ss than one week, and the army of (i ill- 
more captured very shortly afterward. Half a do/A-n of these steamers 
would raise the blockade of our Atlantic and (iulf coasts, and enable us 
to recover the navigation of the Mississippi River. Indeed, a few years 
hence we will ask ourselves in ast^mishment how it was that with such 
a great discovery, offering such magnificent results, we never applie<l 
it to any useful purpose in this contest for our homes and independence. 
It is evident, according to Lord John Russell's own views, that those 
steamers can be ccmstructed in England it'* shot-proof, unarmed block- 
ade-runners without incurring the risk of being seized by the English 
Government. 

(f. T. BKAl'REr.AIin, 

(icnrra/ (\ S, Arynj/. 

Fort Si'MTKU, September 21, 1.^)3. 
Captain W. F. Nance, A. A.-G.-. 

Captaix: I have the honor to report thnt I consider this work still 
capable of offensive operations. The arches of four of the lower case- 
mates on the north -ea.stern face are uninjured, are partially defiladed by 
the south-eastern face, and to a great extent protected above and in the 
rear by masses of the upper arches. This face can be injured only by 
a fire from the direction of Sullivan's Island, provided sufiicient protec- 
tion can be afforded from the reverse fire of the batteries on Morris Isl- 
and. I recommend that the subject receive immediate attention. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Stephen Elliott, Jr., 
Major ArtiUenj, cnmrnandhKi pofff. 



/ 
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[This suggestion was immediately considered and accepted. The 
commanding general ordered the chief engineer, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Harris, to fortify, arm, and protect the available casemates, under date 
of September 25, 18G3.] 



The, Monitttr Lehigh agrmind, — Action with Fori Moultrie. 

HEAD-viUARTERS, FoBT MouLTRiE, November 17, 18(>3. 

Lif:utenant: I have the honor to report that on the morning of the 
lt)th, about 7.15 o'clock, a monitor was discovered to be aground opposite 
this post. Fire was immediately opened upon her with effect, many shots 
having been seen to strike. She made no reply, but began lo signalize 
the fleet, when three other monitors came to her assistance, and, taking 
p(»siti(m about 1800 or 2000 yards distant, opened fire from rifled and 
X V-inch guns, using shot, shell, and grape. The greater portion of our 
tire WHS directed at the monitor aground, but, owing to her greater dis- 
tance, we were enabled U) bestow some attention to each of the others. 
\%\) shots were fired, to which the enemy replied with 73 — 52 from their 
monitors and 21 fnmi their land-batteries on Morris Island. Five addi- 
tional shots from land-battery were fired at this fort at 5.30 P. M. 

The guns at this post were manned by three companies of First South 
Carolina [regular] Infantry: Company C, Captain B. J. Witherspoon 
commanding, assisted by Lieutenant Vincent F. Martin; Company F, 
Lieutenant E. M. Whaley commanding; and Company G, Lieutenant 
J. (\ Miiiott commanding. The guns in the battery manned by Com- 
pany F could not ho broujrlit to bear, and consequently were not enj^aged. 
The conduct of both officers and men under the fire was highly creditable 
to themselves and satisfactory to me. Hut for the dismounting of a 32- 
pounder rifled gun by the bursting of a XV-inch shell, and the wound- 
iiiLT of 4 men by the explosion of another in the sally-port, this post 
wouM have eseaj)ed without casualty of any kind, although repeatedly 
struck. 

I have the honor to add a list of wounded: Private Amos Helmes, 
Company C, lacerated wound of thigh and face, since died; Sergeant 
T. Hamilton, C(mipany G, contusion of face, slight; Private J. L. 
Dawson, Com])any (t, lacerated wound of face and arm, severe; Private 
Thomas Scott, Company E, lacerated wound of face, severe. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. Valentine, 
Captain, commandiug Post. 

Lieutenant E. C. Edgerton, A. A. A.-G. 

[From the report of her commander, A. Bryson, it appears that the 
Lehigh was struck twenty-two times, nine of these being serious injuries 
of the deck-plating. 1 officer and 6 men were also wounded.] 



REKJRTS, CORRESPONDENCE, DF>!PATCIIESs ETC. cxlvii 

■ 

Pariietilars of the Sinking of the Weehawken at Iter Anchorage off 

Morris Island, December ft, 18t>d, 

About 2 p. M ., a moderate gale blowinjr from the north-east, this vt'H- 
sel, afler laboring for an hour or more at her anchonige, suddenly wont 
down by the head, Ainking in five minutes to the Inittiim, and showing 
about two feet of her smokestack above water: 11 officerH and TM) men 
were saved; 4 officers and 26 men were hwt. The court of in<|uiry 
found the firat cause of the accident w^as: ''The additionul weight of 
the ammunition that had been lately put on board of her, leaving licr 
trim so little bv the stern as not to allow sntficient inclination for water 
to get to her pumps freely." It was also held by wjuie that " the iiiju- 
riefi the vessel had received in service, particularly while aground un<l(T 
the fire of the Sullivan's Island batteries, aHsisted perhaps by tin? strain- 
ing produced by being beached at Port Royal," had something to do 
with the disaster.— J. J. 



CHAPTER X. 



Reptvri of Lieutenant' Otlou el Elliott, mmmmuVnig Fort Sftmtrr, con- 
cerning the Ejrplonion of Ma git zinc and Fire. 

Derrmber 12th, — At 9.3() yesterday morning the south-west magazine 
exploded. Owing to the want of space, the ammunition for small-arms 
and howitzers, amounting to ab4)Ut lo') pounds of powder, was stored in 
the inner room. The commissary stores were kept principally in the 
outer room, which was also used as an issuing offiee. The materials in 
theMe rooms were immediately ignited, their oceupants killed, and those 
Htationed in the adjoining passages either killed or burniKl with greater 
or lew severity. 

The passages leading to the lower an<l upper tiers of casemates, and 
tliofie casemates themselves, were filled itistantly with th<» most dense 
smoke, introduced by a blast of great strength, whose flann* wa-» visible 
from the room occupied as head-quarters. In total <larkn(»<s the occu- 
pants rushed from the stifling smoke to the open embrasures, leaving 
their arms and blankets behind. The continuance of the smoke pre- 
vented any prolonge«l attempt to oljstrnct the ]»rogress of the fire. 

With great promptness a boat was sent from the navy with a siipjdy 
of water-buckets. The telegraphic apparatus was renir)ve<l and located 
at another position by Mr. W. R. Gatheart. the operator, who behaved 
remarkably well; but he was <*r»mp(>lled to retire from this second posi- 
tion by the advance of the fir(\ 

The nignal officers made n'peated efforts to attract the att€nti<m of 
Sallivan*8 Island and Fort Johnson, but were unable to succeed until a 



i 
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late hour in the day. The Sullivan's Island corps could be seen operat- 
ing with nther points — an inattention, when it was known that we were 
under unu.**ual circumstances and cut off from all communication, which 
Koems to me reprehensible in the extreme, and ought, I think, to be 
lof»ked into. 

The effect of the fire was to destroy the roof of the magazine and the 
south-we:«t stairway, the woodwork in the two tiers of casemates, as far 
in the lower as the old sally-port. 

The damage done will not materially affect the defense of the work. 
Captain J. John>on of the Engineers was everywhere, doing everything 
that man could do. 

Lieutenant L. A. Harper. Company F, Twenty-fifth South Carolina 
volunteers, showed great gallantry in rescuing burning bodies from the 
smoke and flames. Captain M. H. Sellers, of the same company, gave 
me great assistance in superintending the arrangement last night, at a 
time when a slight temporary injury prevented me from running about. 

Soon after the tire became apparent the enemy opened tire, throwing 
14*3 rifle-shots, of which 18 missed, and 77 mortar shells, of wliich 15 
missed. 

The deficiencies in men, arms, and commissary stores were most 
promptly supplied by the authorities. 

The following is a list of the casualties: 

Killed: Captain Edward D. Frost, assistant commissary of subsist- 
ence ; Sergeant Hannon, White's battalion Artillery ; Sergeant John 
Kinjr, Company E, Twenty-fifth South Carolina volunteers; Thomas 
McElroy, Company E, Twenty-fifth South Carolina volunteers; B. 
DoiiL^as, Company F, Twenty-fifth South Carolina volunteers; Si-r- 
ircant Kol)ort Swanston, Company K, First South Carolina Artillery; 
1\ Sill, Com j)any K. First South Carolina Artillery; A. Surten, Com- 
pany K. First South Carolina Artillery; AV. J. Leo, Company I, Nine- 
tccntli ( M'orjiia ; H. Jones, Company H, Nineteenth (»eorgia; J. T. Fonl. 
Company (J, Twonty-scventh (leorgia. 

Woun(l«'(l: Lieutenant-Colonel Elliott, slight, in head and ankle; Cap- 
tain N. 15. Mazyck, Company E, Twenty-fifth South Carolina volunteers; 
C. F. VojL^ler, Company E, Twenty-fifth South Carolina volunteers; J. 
Hrennan, Comj)any E, Twenty-fifth South Carolina volunteers; Ser- 
geant J. E. Prince, Company E, Twenty-fifth South Carolina volun- 
teers ; H. Flotwell, Company E, Twenty-fifth South Carolina volun- 
teers ; T. (^illahan, Company E, Twenty-fifth South Carolina volunteers; 
II. Hutson, Company E; I). 11. Clayton, Company E; C. Fertig, Com- 
pany F; 1). Avinger, Company F, Twenty-fifth South Carolina volun- 
teers. 

Privates Edward Spigner, Company F, Twenty-fifth South Carolina 
volunteers; X. W. Sluilor, Company F, Twenty-fifth South Carolina 
volunteers; P. II. Taylor, Ccmipany F, Twenty-fit\h South Carolina 
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volunteers; R. D. Zimmerman, Company F, Twenty-fifth South Caro- 
lina volunteers; W. C. Zimmerman, Company F, Twenty-fifth ^Soiith 
Carolina volunteers; H. Shi rcr, Company F, Twenty-fifth South Caro- 
lina volunteers ; B. Buhn, Company B, Nineteenth Georj^ia vohintt'crs; 
N. C. Jones, Company H, Nineteenth Georgia volunteers; FJisha 
Harris, Company E, Sixth Georgia volunteers; J. B. Buekninn, Com- 
pany G, Sixth Georgia volunteers; B. F. Brooks, Company G, Sixth 
Georgia volunteers; J. M. Huddleston, Company P^, Nineteenth (Geor- 
gia volunteers; W. Dunning, Company H, Twenty-seventh Georjria 
volunteers; N. F. Smith, Company C, Nineteenth Georgia volunteers; 
J. Hemphill, Company D, Twenty-seventh (reorgia volunteers; A. \V. 
Wells, Company E, Sixth Georgia volunteers; J. Hodge, Company A, 
Twenty-seventh Georgia volunteers; J. S. Priee, Company (-, Sixth 
Georgia volunteers; W. B. Chandler, Company K, Sixth (feorjria vol- 
unteers; W. B. Leatherwood, Company I, Nineteenth (Jeor^ia volun- 
teers; H. C. Adair, Company H, Nineti>enth (reorgia volunteers; J. M. 
Caniey, Company A, Sixth Georgia volunteers; Sergeant .laino Heed 
Company K, Nineteenth Georgia volunteers ; Private W. F. Danaii, Com- 
pany A, Twenty-seventh Georgia volunteers; Sergeant .1. C. Calhoun, 
Company A, Twenty-seventh Georgia volunteers; Privates L. Mash- 
burn, Company K. First South Carolina Artillery; J. Leech. Company 
K, First South Carolina Artillery ; L. \V. Dantzler, Company F, Twenty- 
fiflh Hcmth Carolina volunte<'rs ; Pereival Elliott, Signal ('orps; B. F. 
Watrton, Company D, Sixth Georgia volunteers. 

Rfcapltulatioti. 
Killwl 11 

Woiiiideil 11 



Total 
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Report of the Sinking of the Shtop-of-war llnvi<(it<niic In/ a Tnr judo- 
Boat, 

UxiTED States Stkamek ('anandakjia, ) 
Off Charleston, S. C, Feb. is, is<;4. ) 

Sir: I have the honor to make the following report of the sinking 
of the United States steamer Hoiisatonic by a rebel torpedo off Charles- 
ton, 8. C, on the evening of 17th inst. : 

Ahout 8.4-3 p. M. the officer of the deck, Acting Master J. K. Crosby, 
discovered something in the water about one hundred yards from, and 
moving toward, the ship. It had the appearance of a plank moving in 
the water. It came directly toward the ship, the time from when it 
was first seen till it wjis close alongside being about two minutes. 
During this time the chain was slipped, engine backed, and all hands 
called to quarters. The torpedo struck the ship forward of the mizzen- 
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mast on the starboard side, in a line with the magazine. Having the 
after pivot-guns pivoted to port, we were unable to bring a gun to bear 
upon her. About one minute after she was close alongside the explo- 
sion took place, the ship sinking stem first, and heeling to port as she 
sank. Moat of the crew saved themselves by going into the rigging, 
while a boat was despatched to the Canandaigua. This vessel came 
gallantly to our assistance, and succeeded in rescuing all but the follow- 
ing officers and men — viz. : 

Ensign E. C. Hazeltine, Captain's Clerk C. O. Muzzey, Quartermaster 
John Williams, Landsman Thomas Parker, Second-class Fireman John 
Walsh. The above are missing, and are supposed to have been drowned. 

Captain Pickering was seriously bruised by the explosion, and is at 
present unable to make a report of the disaster. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

F. J. HiGOINSON, 

Rear-Admiral John A. Dahi^rrn, LieuienofU, 

Commanding S. A. B. Squadron. 



Confederate Attack on Gunboat Marblehead in Stotw River. — Report 
of Brigadier' General Henry A, Wijie, C. S, Army, commanding 
Stjcth Military lyimtriet, 

Hd-qrs. Gth Mil. Dist., Dept. of S. C, Ga., and Fla., ) 

December 25, 1863, 6.15 P. M. ) 

General : Every preparution was duly made against Legareville and 
the jrunbouts. The batteries were completed and everything ready and 
in position by daylight, and our fire opened at the appointed time upon 
the Marblehead, about 3<K) yards from the wharf of the village landinjr. 
The enemy's force on land was about 200 — not in the village, but on a 
little island with a narrow defile leading to it. Colonel Page determined 
to attack with a field-hatterv and the infantrv, but t^) do so waited for 
our siejTf-guns to drive the pmboat from the wharf She didn't open 
for twenty minutes after our fire commenced. Our fire was kept up for 
about an hour at 1000 yards' distance without making the least impres- 
sion, or, as Colonel Pa^e thinks, even hitting her at all. (Sec Union 
report.) 

In the mean time, the Pawnee and a mortar-boat ran up the Kiawah 
and opened fire on flank and rear of our lower batteries, killing 1 
private, .severely wounding 5 others (2 suppo.sed mortally), and killing 
8 horses. Oohmel Page instantly withdrew and fell back, the infantry- 
to Roper's and the artillery to Walpole's. 

On hearing the heavy firing this morning, I hastened in person to the 
ground, and met Colonel Page at the latter place. Learning the above 
from him, and that two howitzers (heavy) and the body of the one private 
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were left on the ground, T approved of Colonel Page's resolve before I 
reached him to remain until to-morrow, and 1 ordered him U) regain, 
if possible, to-night the guns and the dead. He has rations and forage 
until Sunday next, the 27th. His official report will be made as soon as 
the ex|)edition is ended. I regret its failure. 

I am, general, your obedient servant, 

PIenry a. Wisp:, 
Brvjadhr- OcucraJ^ com mn ti dinf/. 
General G, T. Beauregard, comnumding^ etc. 

Report of CoUniel P. R. Page, Twenty-Hixth Virginia Infantry. 

Walfole's, December 25, 1K68. 
Captain: I am sorry to say to the general that the exjiedition has 
been a failure. We opened the attack at daylight this morniii<r, accord- 
ing to instructions, the Marblehead alone being in 8tono. The vessel 
was never touched by the artillery (?). The Pawner and a mortar-boat 
8<^>on came up the Kiawah, flanking our lower batteries, and wo were 
compelled to withdraw, with the following casualties in the artillery, 
a.s reported by Colonel Del Kemper: 1 man killed and 5 severely 
wounded, and Captain B. C. Webb slightly; 8 artillery -horses kiUed 
and 1 ambulance-mule from the Twenty -sixth regiment. There were 
no casualties in the infantry. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

P. R. Pa(;e, 
Captain J. H. Pearce, Cohtwiy commanding. 

Assistant Adjutant' Gencrai. 

Exirads froin Report of Lieutenant' Commander R. W. Meade, V. S. 

Gunboat Marblehead. 

"The enemy on John's Island opened fire on us at six o'clock this 
morning from two batteries of field and siege artillery, p(»st(Ml advan- 
tageously in the woods We replied vigorously to the enemy, and 

slipping the cable, took a position nearer their guns; on which, after 
a sharp contest of an hour, the enemy retired in disorder, leaving guns 

and caissons behind them The enemv's fire was verv eflective, 

and the vessel is badly cut up aloft (losing maintopnijist; .... her fore- 
mast is wounded). She has twelve shots in the hull (one between wind 

and water) ; eighteen shots struck in the upper works and aloft 

The vessel has lost 3 men killed and 4 wounded The Pawnee, 

which when the action commenced was at anchor in the inlet, took an 
enfilading position on the Kiawah River, and by her fire contributed 
greatly in demoralizing the enemy and forcing him to retreat. The 
mortar-schooner C. P. Williams also came up and joined in the action." 
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Commander George B. Balch, of the Pawnee, says : " The enemy's fire 
did not cease or diminish until the Pawnee and the C. P. Williams g(?t 
into position ; and to the combined eflort of the three vessels engageil 
an undcubte<l claim may be laid as highly creditable to the navy/' 



CHAPTER XI. 



Opinion of Commodore John Hodgera upon tiic Defens^en of Charifjt. 
ton Harbor, given before a Committee of the United iStat^a Senate, 
February S, lS6i, 

"Ordinarily and popularly, to take a place means to take its defenses. 
General Gillniore was forty-eight days on Morris Island, acting against 
Fort Wagner, with some 10,(K)0 or 12,000 men against a garrison of 
about irUH), more or less, a.ssisted by the monitors and by artillery which 
excited the wonder of Eumpe. After forty (fifty)- eight days he took the 
place, not by his artiller>' nor by his monitors, but by making military 
approaches an<l threatening to cut off their means of escape and take 
the place by assault; and when he Unik. it, it was not so greatly dani- 
a^kh\ as to be untenable. Now, if General Gillniore, on the same island, 
assistetl bv his artillerv and the whole force of monitors, in fortv (fittv)- 
eight days, couhl not capture Fort Wagner alone by them, it is ])er- 
fectlv certain that the monitx>rs alone can never take the much stronsrer 
(loft'iiscs which lino Janu^ Island and Sullivan's I^(land. In going up 
to Cliarleston, therefore, he would have to run by the defenses. an«l leave 
the har])or, so far as they constitute the command of it, in the power <»f 
the eiieiny; ami when he got up to the city he could not spare a single 
man from his monitors, even if they should consent to receive him ; and 
if he burned the town, he would burn it over the heads of non-combat- 
ant women and ejjildren while the men who defend it are away in the 
forts. I should be reluctant to burn a house over a woman's and chihTs 
head because her husband defied me. Dahlgren, if he burns Charleston, 
will be called a sava«rc by all Europe, and after the lieat of combat is 
over he will be called a savage by our own people. Hut there are ob- 
structions in the way which render it doubtful whether he can get there. 
An<l if he «roes up under the guns of those fortifications, sticks upon the 
obstructions. an<l is finally <lriven off by any cause, leaving one or two 
of his monitors there within their power, they will get them ofl', repair 
them, an<l send them out to what part of the coast they please, and give 
a new character to the war. The wooden blockade will be mainly at an 
end, unlimited cotton going out and unlimited supplies coming in. I 
see no good to compensate for that risk, except it be in satisfying the 
national mind that retributive justice has been done against the city of 
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Charleston, the nursery of the rebellion In a word, I do not think 

the game is worth the candle. Whether these reasons operate with him, 
I do not know ; they would with me," 



Operations on Jaines Island — Assault on Fori Johnson, July S, 
1864 — Bombardment of Battery lYtngle and the Lines, July S'th 
and 9th, 

HD-QR8. Dept. South Carolina, Gkorgia, and Florida, ) 

Charleston, July 4, 1864. I 

To General S. Cooper, Adjutant- and hv^pector-Generfd : 

On the morning of the 2d instant the enemy landed several regiments 
on the south side of James Island, supported hy two monitors jind .sev- 
eral gunboats in the Stono, and aller a sharp skirmi>5h captured two 
pieces of field artillery and commenced intrenching. At the same time 
several gunboats and trans|K>rts with troops came up the Nortli Edisto. 

At early dawn yesterday from 700 to 1000 men in barges attacked Fort 
Johnson, and were handsomely and thoroughly repulseil, with the loss to 
the enemy of 140 prisoners with their arms and accoutrements, and five 
barges, and many killed and wounded. Our loss very slight. 

The enemy on the south end of James Island fell back htistily yester- 
day before our men, leaving their dead unburied, and our picket-line is 
re-established; but the monitors and gunboats are still in the Htono, 
firing heavily on our lines, and another transport has just come up with 
tr<M>ps. The party from North Edisto landed at White Point and ad- 
vanced, but were met and driven back. So far, the enemy has boiii 
repulsed at all points, with a h)ss of about 600 men, but tlit* position 
and movements of the enemy on James and John\s Islands and adjacent 
river threaten most serious danger to this city. I am in extreme need 
of reinforcement-* — have not yet any of the South Carolina reserves. 
Aly men are greatly exhausted, and under the incessant fire of the nioni- 
t*)rs and gunboats two-thirds of them will soon be unfit for duty. Some 
assistance should be speedily sent me. Pleast^ lay this before the Pres- 
ident. Sam Jonks, 



Extract from the Report of Brifpidirr-Cirncrnl W. />. Tnlidfrnt, 
commanding Seventh Military District of South (\irolinn. 

"On the morning of the 3d, at daylight, two columns of barjres wtre 
observed rapidly approaching the Shell Point beach, upon which the 
several batteries known as 'Simkins* are situate<l, and which is inune- 
diately connected with the important post an<l harbor defense of Fort 
Johnson. One column landed its men near the end of this point, and 
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the other and larger between Battery Simkins and Fort Johnson, which 
{loeit was, simultaneously with Shell Point, fiercely assaulted. The gal- 
lant garrison, under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel J. A. Yate^s 
received them with heroic determination, and the efficient and rapid 
discharges of heavy and light guns and the unerring fire of our mus- 
ketr>' soon staggered and drove them back, when, with a rapid charge 
ufHtn the enemy, headed by Lieutenants Thomas Davis Waties and 
James C. Reynolds of the artiller>', 140 prisoners, including 5 commis- 
sioned officers, were taken before they could make good their escape. 

^'The participants in this brilliant affair were Company G, First 
South Carolina Artiller}*, Lieutenant Waties; Company K, Captain 
Alfred S. Gaillard ; detachment Company E, Lieutenant R. L. Cooper, 
and detachments Companies A and E, Second South Carolina Artillery, 
Lieutenants M. P. Halsev and G. F. Raworth. These officers and Cor- 
j>oral Daniel D. Crawford, Company G, are spoken of in high terms of 
praise by Lieutenant-Colonel Yates for gallantry displayed on the occa- 
sion. Five barges fell into our hands, and it is certain that the ene- 
mv's loss in killed and wounded was heaw. 

** At the Stono batteries (Pringle and Tynes, on the 8th and 9th July) 
the officers and men behaved with gallantry under fire and deserve espe- 
cial mention. The officers are Major J. J. Lucas, commanding, and 
Major O. Blanding, First South Carolina Artillery ; Captains Theo. B. 
Hayne and Guignard Richardson, Lucas's battalion ; Lieutenants Julius 
M. Rhett, McMillan King, and H. M. Stuart, First South Carolina Ar- 
tilliTv; iuid Lieutenants W. G. Ogier, W. D. Martin, W. W. Reverly, 
Tlioinas K. Lucas, and J. I). Ford of Lucas's battalion. Lieutenant 
Oiricr is particularly niontioned for his gallantry. 

** The battories at Fort Lamar ( Secession ville), under Lieutenant-Col- 
onel J. Welsnian Brown, and those on the southern lines, under Captain 
T. K. Lesrare, did good service during the continuance of these 0])er:i- 
tions, as did the light batteries under the command of Captain John 
F. Wheaton of the Chatham Artillery." .... 

Wm. B. Taliaferro, 
BrujadicT' (Jeneraly commanding. 



Gvnrnil Ordrrs ) He AD-QUARTERS DePT. OF THE SoUTH, ) 

\o. /.:.). i Hilton Head, S. C. Nov. 7, 1S<)4. ) 

The following summary of evidence relative to the attack on Forts 
Johnson and Simkins in July last is published for the information of 
the comiiiaiul. Its publication has been delayed by the illness an<l pro- 
lonLH'd absence of Hrigadier-Cieneral Schimmelfennig, who was originally 
churged with the investigation : 

At 2 A. M. Julv 8, 18(^4, the Fiftv-second Pennsvlvania volunteer 
Infantrv, Colonel H. M. Hovt, and the One-Hundred-and-Twentv- 
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seventh New York volunteer Infantry, Major E. H. Little, with 60 
men of the Third Bhode Island Artillery, left Paine's Dock, Morris 
Island, in boats and under orders^ to take ForU Johnson and iSinikins. 
They were to cross Charleston harbor till opposite the beach between 
the forts, then move by the left flank, pull vigorously to land, and assault 
with the bayonet. Clear and precise instructions were f^iven to all con- 
cerned. The only signal of retreat was to be sounded on a bugle in pos- 
session of Colonel Hoyt 

The pilot failed to find the passage through the bar near Fort John- 
son, but a parrow channel was at last discovered near shore. Through 
this many of the boats had passed, when, day breaking, the enemy 
o|H*ned a heavy fire, which was, however, almost entirely harmless, 
passing far overhead. 

The boats commanded by Colonel Hoyt, Lieutenant-Colonel Coiiyng- 
ham. Captain Camp, and Lieutenants Stevens and Evans, all of the 
Fifty-second Pennsylvania, rowed rapidly to the shore, and these 
officers, with Adjutant Bunyan (afterward killed) and 135 men, landed 
and drove the enemy, but, deserted by their comrades, were obliged to 
surrender to superior numbers. 

Colonel Hoyt bestows unqualified praise on the officers and mon who 
landed with him; of them 7 were killed and IC wounded. Colom*! 
Hoyt himself deserves great credit for his energy in urging the bouts 
forward and bringing them through the narrow channel ; and the feel- 
ing which led him to land at the head of his men was the prompting 
of a gallant spirit which deserved to find more imitators. 

At the time of Colonel Hoyt*s landing great confusion existed in the 
second and third divisions of the Fifty-second Pennsylvania regiment, 
and a retreat commenced; it is imiKwsible to discover which boats first 
led off the disgraceful movement, the occujmnts of each <leclaring that 
others were retreating before they themselves turned. These divisions 
falling back in confusion, the One-Hun<lred-and-Twenty-seventli shared 
the general movement, and the whole expedition returned to Paine's 
Dock. 

Colonel William Gurney, One-Hundred-and-Twonty-seveiith New 
York regiment, commanding Morris Island, who was eharged with 
sending the expedition, did not accompany it, but remained at Paine's 
Dock. There seems no sufficient rejison for this conduct. The presence 
of a commanding officer when the landing was effV-cted would have V)een 
of the greatest service in preventing the retreat. 

The chief cause of failure was the lack of spirit, energy, and power 
of command on the part of subordinate officers. In such an exp<'ditioii 
the commanders of boats exercise, in a great measure, an in<lependent 
authority, while at the same time thev are able to hohl the men com- 
pletely under their control. It is on them the main responsibility must 
rest, and it is plain that many of them were totally unequal to the occa- 
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by Captain A. H. Dean of name reginiont, wh«) witli thirteon nu*n t•har^^Ml 
the enemy cm their \et\ flank, throwing; thein into confusion. A ^un of 
the Marion Artillery, judiciously })Oi!(t<'il, rcndcrcil much assistance in 
repelling the enemy or holding him in check until our right was rein- 
forced hy companies frcmi the First and Thirty-sccruid (icorgia rcgi- 
monti(, drawn t'wm a iKwiticm (»f (uir line which was not engaged, and 
led to the ascsiijtancc of Major Wayne, commanding in my ahscnce, who 
displayed alike correct judgment and cool courage and skill in handling 
hi^f tro<»p:4, and handifcmiely repuUsed the enemy with loss in repeated 
addaultd upon our line. One of the Parrott guns of the Washington 
Artillery, LieuU^nant 8. G. Horsey commanding, was particularly etieet- 
ivCy being advanced in front of our line and enfilading the assaulting- 
party of the enemy. 

"On the 8th, Brigadier-General Robertson arrivetl and took eoninnuid. 
Reinforcements came U]>. Ife determin(^d to attai*k the enemy and drive 
him from the island. At two o'clock nn the mornin.r of the 9th, I was 
onlercd by General Robertson to direct Colonel (ieorg*' P. Harrison, Jr., 
of the Thirty -second Georgia, to advance ujion the enemy and carry his 
linea unless he encountcre<l t(K) severe a fire of artillerv, in which ev«'nt 
he was to withdraw and not saeritice his men. I was ordered hv the 

■ 

genend to take command of the second or supporting line, consisting 
of three ccmipanies of the Thirty-second CJeorgia regiment. First regi- 
ment Georgia regulars, Major Wayne, and detachment from Fourth Ge«»r- 
gia Cavalry, Lieutenant-Colonel J«>hn L. Harris, to act as eirennistanci*^ 
might require. Colonel Harrison at 8.80 a. m. moved forward his line 
of battle, formed parallel with the enemy's breastworks. His attacking 
force consisted of seven com])anies of his own regiment, which fomwMl 
his right wing, and Bcmaud's battalion and the Forty-s»'venih Georgia 
regiment, Colonel A. C. Edward.s, which fornn'il his h It wing. His line 
of battle extended about 4<K» yards in length, preceded by a line of 
skirmi.Hhers of double that front and 800 yanls in atlvaneo. The Stono 
River road, with heflgos on both sides of it, cut his line of battle in two. 
. . . . Colonel Harri.^on then ordertMl the ehar^'e, and his line niovid 
steadily and sternly across the field, met ancl drove in the enemv's .skir- 
mishers, and advanced upon their bn-jistworks 

"In the mwtiness of the morning, the smoke resting upon the groun<l, 
I was unable to see his troops, ami, supjmsing from the continuance of 
the rapid fire on both sidtw that ( -olonel Harrison had encountered loo 
heavy a force, I ordered the advance of the entire reserve to his support. 
.... But while our line advanced steadily and rapidly under a severe 
fire, which it had to endure with loss without returning, before we 
reached Colonel Harriscju that gallant oflicer an»l the sjdendid troops 
under him, bravely led by their otficers, had swi-pt the enemy's lines, 
and his skirmishers had ]tushed beyond 

"At night the enemy quietly withdrew to the protection of their gun- 
28 
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boats, and next day embarked their forces, burning their commissary 
stores ashore. John Jenkins, Major Cavalry" 

[Telegram.] 

Fort Sumter, July 7, 1864, 4 p. m. 
Captain W. F. Nance, A, A.-Genercd: 

The enemy continue a heavy fire on us. Their evident intention is 
to destn>y our boom and our defenses against assault, as also to break 
through the gorge-wall. In the first part of their plan they have to 
some extent succeeded. The fire is quite as damaging as any bombard- 
ment since the year commenced. We have no labor to repair. Can't 
you send me fifty more men? John C. Mitchel, 

Captain, commanding, 

[Indorsement.] 

Head-quarters First Military District, ) 
Charleston, July 7, 1864. I 

Rt^spectfiilly forwarded for information of department. I have re- 
plied to Captain Mitchel that I have no force of laborers or soldiers 
to send him. R. S. Ripley, 

Brigadier' General, commanding, 

[Despatch.] 
HEAD-l^rARTERS FiRST MILITARY DISTRICT, | 

Charlkston, S. C, July 20, 1864. ) 

Cai'TAIN : Huguenin will ho over as soon as he can cross with safety. 
Keep the garrison in good spirit*^. There is no danger yet, if all do 
tlieir duty as you and Mitchel have done. Huguenin will be ecjual to 
the emergency. Show this to Huguenin, and tell him to report his 
arrival by telegraph. Give him all the nece^isary information when 
he arrives. 

Your obedient servant, 

Wm. F. Nance, A. A.-G. 
Captain John Johnson, 

Emjinccr^ Fort Sumter. 



CHAPTER XII. 

Charleston, S. C, Dec. 31, 18(>4. 
Lieutexant-General W. J. Hardee." 

Comiiuind'uig Depart. Sftuth Oiroiina, Georgin, and Florida : 
(Jeneual: .... You will apply to the defense of Charleston the 
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same principle applied to that of Savannah ; that is, defend it a^^ h)n|; 
as compatible with the safety of your forces. Having no reaaoii at 
present to expect succor from an army of relief, you must save your 
troops for the defense of South Carolina and Georgia. 

The fall of Charleston would, necessarily, be a terrible blow to the 
Confederacy; but its fall with the loss of its brave garrison would 
be still more fatal to our cause. G. T. Beaureuard, 

General. 



[From the Southern Iliatoricaf Society Papers.] 

Reniini^cenceH of Torpedo Service in Charleston Harbor, by W. T, 
Glassely Commander of Confederate States Navy. 

.... On the occasion of the attack upon the blockading squadron 
(making the attack at night), if I could have had any influence we 
should not have fired a gun, but trusted to the effect of iron rams at 
full si>eed. It was thought, though, by older and perhaps wiser officers 
that this would have been at the risk of sinking our iron-clads together 
with the vessels of the enemy. I have ever believed there was no such 
danger to be apprehended ; and if there was, we had better have encoun- 
tered it than to have made the fruitless attempt which we did, only 
frightening the enemy and putting them on their guard for the future. 

It was my part, on that memorable morning, to aim and fire one 
efTective shell into the Keystone State while running down to attack 
us, which (according to Captain LeKoy\s report), killing 21 men and 
severely wounding 15, caused him to haul down his flag in token of 
surrender. 

The enemy now kept at a respectful distance while preparing their 
iron-dad vessels to sail up more closely. Our Navy Department con- 
tinued slowly to construct more of these rams, all on the same general 
plan, fit for little else than harbor defense. The resources of the United 
States being such that they could build ten iron-clads to our one, and 
of a superior class, almost invulnerable to shot or shell, I had but little 
faith in the measures we were taking for defense. 

Captain F. D. I^e, of the Engin(»ers, was employed constructing tor- 
pe^loes to be placed in the harbor, and called my attention to the sub- 
ject. It appeared to me that this might be made an efllM'tive weapon to 
use oflensively against the powerful vessels now being built. An old 
hulk was secured, and Captain Lee made the first experiment as follows: 
A torpedo made of copper an<l containing thirty or forty pounds of gun- 
|K)wder, having a sensitive fuze, was attached by means of a socket to a 
long pine pole. To this weights were attached, and it was suspended 
horizontallv beneath a rowboat bv cords from the bow and stern — the 
torpedo projecting eight or ten feet ahead of the boat and six or seven 
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The man who backed his oar had now thrown his pistol overboard, 
and reached to get that of the man next to him for the same pur- 
pose. A number of men by this time were on deck with rifles in 
hand. The torpedo was now an incumbrance to retard the movements 
of my boat. 

I never was rash or disposed to risk my life or that of others without 
large compensation from the enemy. But to surrender thus would not 
do. Resolving not to be taken alive till somebody at least should be 
hurt, I drew a revolver and whispered to the men at bow and stern to 
cut loose the torpedo. 

This being quickly done, they were directed quietly to get the oars in 
position and pull away with all their strength. They did so. I expected 
a parting volley from the deck of the ship, and, judging from the speed 
with which the little boat travelled, you would have thought we were 
trying to outrun the bullets which might follow us. No shot was fired. 
I am not certain whether their boat pursued us or not. We were soon 
out of sight and beyond their reach, and I suppose the captain and 
officers of the Powhatan never have known how near they came to 
having the honor of being the first ship ever blown up by a torpedo- 
boat. 

I do not think this failure was from any fault or want of proper pre- 
caution of mine. The man who backed his oar and stopped the boat at 
the critical moment declared afterward that he had been terrified so that 
he knew not what he was doing. He seemed to be ashamed of his con- 
duct, and wished to go with me into any danger. His name was James 
Murphy, and he afterward deserted to the enemy by swimming off to a 
vessel at anchor in the Edisto River. 

I think the enemy must have received some hint from spies, creating 
a suspicion of torpedoes, before I made this attempt. I got back to 
Charleston after daylight next morning, with only the loss of one tor- 
pedo, and convinced that steam was the only reliable motive-power. 

Commodore Tucker having been ordered to command the naval forces 
at Charleston, torpedoes were fitted to the bows of iron-clad rams for 
use should the monitors enter the harbor. 

My esteemed friend, Mr. Theodore Stoney of Charleston, took measures 
for the construction of the little cigar-boat David at private expense; 
and about this time I was ordered off to Wilmington as an executive 
officer to attend to the equipment of the iron-clad North Carolina. She 
drew so much water it would have been impossible to get her over the 
bar, and consequently was only fit for harbor defense. 

In the mean time, the United States fleet, monitors and Ironsides, 
crossed the bar at Charleston and took their comfortable positions pro- 
tecting the army on Morris Island and occasionally tJombarding P'ort 
Sumter. 

.... I had everything ready for the experiment, and only waited for 
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ring and obserring tEe encmj, I was half an hoar morv waiting on time 
and tide. The music of drum and fife had just ceasied. and the nine 
o'clock gun had been fired from the admiral's ship as a signal for all 
unneceasary lightc* to be extinguished and for the men not on watch to 
retire for sleep. I thought the proper time for attack had arrived. 

The admiral's ship. New Ironsides (the most powerful vessel in the 
world), lay in the midst of the fleet, her starboard side preseiitt'^l to my 
view. I determined to pay her the highest compliment. I had been 
informed, through prisoners lately captured from the fleet, that they 
were expecting an attack from toqiedo-boats, and were prepared for it. 
I could thereibre hardly expect to accomplir^li my object without encoun- 
tering some danger from riflemen, and perhaps a discharge of gra{>e or 
canister from the howitzers. My guns were loaded with bucksliot. I 
knew that if the oflicer of the deck could be disabled to bt^in with, it 
would cause them some confusion and increase our chance for escape; 
so I determined that if the occasion oflered I would commence by firing 
the first shot. Accordingly, having on a full head of steam, I t<K»k 
charge of the helm, it being so arranged that I could sit on dtH.*k and 
work the wheel with my feet. Then, directing the engineer and firemen 
to keep below and give me all the s|>eed |K>ssible, I gave a double-barrel 
gun to the pilot, with instructions not to tire until I should do so, and 
steered directly for the monitor. I intended to strike her just under the 
gangway, but the tide, still running out, carried us to a |>oint nearer the 
quarter. Thus we rapidly approacheil the enemy. When within about 
300 yards of her a sentinel haile<l us: " Ik)at ahoy I boat ahoy!'' repeat- 
ing the hail several times very rapidly. We were coming toward them 
with all speed, and I made no answer, but cocked both barrels of my 
gun. The officer of the deck next made his appearance, and loudly 
demanded, " What boat is that?" Being now within forty yards of the 
ship and plenty of headway to carry us on, I thought it about time the 
fight should commence, and fired my gun. The officer of the dock fell 
back mortally wounded (poor fellow !), and I ordered the engine stoppe<l. 
Tlie next moment the torpedo struck the vessel and exploded. What 
amount of direct damage the enemy received I will not attempt to say. 
My little boat plunged violently, and a large body of water which had 
been thrown up descended upon her deck and down the smokestack and 
hatchway. 

I immediately gave orders to reverse the engine and back off. Mr. 
Toombs informed me then that the fires were put out and something 
had become jammed in the machinery so that it would not move. What 
could be done in this situation? In the mean time, the enemy, recov- 
ering from the shock, beat to quarters, and general alarm spread through 
the fleet. I told my men I tliouj^ht our only chance to escape was by 
swimming, and I think I told Mr. Toombs to cut the water-j)ipes and 
let the boat sink. 



clxiv APPENDIX. 

Then taking one of the cork floats, I got into the water and swam off 
as fast as I could. 

The enemy, in no amiable mood, poured down upon the bubbling 
water a hailstorm of rifle- and pistol-shots from the deck of the Iron- 
sides and from the nearest monitor. Sometimes they struck very close 
to my head, but, swimming for life, I soon disappeared from their sight, 
and found myself all alone in the wster. I hoped that with the assist- 
ance of flood- tide I might be able to reach Fort Sumter, but a north 
wind was against me, and after I had been in the water more than an 
hour I l)ecame numb with cold and was nearly exhausted. Just then 
the boat of a transport schooner picked me np, and found, to their sur- 
prise, that they had captured a rebel 

[The cigar-boat David, which carried the torpedo on this expedition, 
was designed entirely by St. Julien Ravenel, M. D., of Charleston, and 
constructed under hb direction, the funds only having been provided for 
by Mr. T. D. Stoney, as stated in the note on page xxx of Appendix B.] 



CHAPTER XIII. 

Destruction of the Monitor Patapsco by a Torpedo in the Channel 

off Fort Sumter. 

Flagship Harvest Moon, ) 

Charleston Roads, 8. C, Jan. IG, 1865. j 

Sir : I have the honor to submit to you a report of the circumstances 
connected with the loss of tlie iron-chid Patapsco, under my command, 
at s.lo r. M. on the loth inst., by a torpedo. 

On tlie evening of the loth inst. we cast off from our buoy at the 
lower anchoraiie and proceeded up to our usual station as advaneeil 
monitor. We rounded to, and I immediately called alongside the officers 
in charge of picket- and scout-hoat*. I directed them to select as many 
boats as had grapnels, and to push them up the harbor, using every eflorl 
to discover torpedoes or obstructicms. the remaining boats to take pfwi- 
tion on our beams and (juarters, keeping within 100 or 2(K> yards of the 
vessel. 

The commanding officers of the tugboats were ordered to keep about 
the same distance ahead and on each bow. The object in assigning 
tliese positions was to avoid observation by the enemy and drawing their 
fire, I then allowed the Patapsco to drift up with the tide until nearly 
in a line from Sumter to Moultrie, the boats and tugs keeping in their 
respective positions. From this point, which was the highest obtained, 
we steamed down to within a few yards of the Lehigh buoy, then stopped 
ami allowed the vessel to drill up, keeping in sight the before-mentioneii 
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distinguished officer, who was so prominent in the military operations 
before Charleston, has been omitted.] 

.... Early in January, 1862, the continued presence of the Federal 
force at Port Royal being an assured fact, Greneral hee directed that 
Charleston and its approaches should be fortified to as full an extent 
as possible by land, as well as on the sea-front, and the work was im- 
mediately commenced. 

The Confederates were deficient in everything. There were no engi- 
neer officers, no laborers, no money, and everything had to be impro- 
vised from such resources as could be collected. The nature of the 
hK'ality rendered the necessary work of great development, including 
all the surroundings of Charleston, extending from the inland channel 
opposite Christ Cliurch parish, across that parish to the Wando River; 
across Charleston Neck ; and from the right bank of the Aahley River, 
through St. Andrew's parish, to the Stono, and on the banks of that 
river and across James Island to the channels on its east, near Seces- 
sionville. 

Engineer officers were first supplied from the young cadets of the 
Citadel Academy at Charleston, and the gentlemen of the country were 
iiskiil to send their negroes to the work. Among those who set the 
example of contributing their force were the Hon. Charles Macbeth, 
mayor, Governor Aiken, the Hon. Alfred Huger, Messrs. James Rose, 
( fcorge A. Trenholm, and Theodore D. Wagner, and their example wan 
followed by many others. In a short time stalwart field-hands, acconi- 
panii^l by their owners and overseers, were available in large numl)er*. 

The traces of the works to be constructed were determined at district ^ 
Iicufl-quarters and immediately commenced. As Charleston had been ^ 
taken by tlie British troops in the old Revolutionary War by approaches -^^ 
on Charleston Neck, it was determined to ch)se that avenue effectually. 
A stronjr line of fortifications was built across the peninsula from river 
to river at once. It was intended to cut a canal from the Cooper to the 
Ashley, some two miles in advance of this, with complete fortifications. 
In case of attack the timber in front could be readily felled to cover the 
ap])roa('lies with abattis, while the whole system could be flanked by fire 
from jrnn boats in eitlier one or the other river. The interior line was 
finished in a few weeks. 

At about the same time a strong cr6m alii ere line was constructed 
across James Island from a point on Waj>poo Cut eastward to New 
Town Creek, and from the eastern shores of the creek to the vicinitv 
of Secessionville. This line was intended for the protection of a reliev- 
ing force should it be necessary to assemble one in the event of the 
enemy attempting to reduce the works on C'ole's Island, which mean- 
time were beincr increased in extent and armament. 

Soon after a line was built across Christ Church parish from Elliott's 
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t^rckf v^TF »:< fiallT dere^iped until the Sth of July. The department 
v-ie«> ies<adeo of tix^>>;«Sc lATge £c«rces haTing been sent to the West, and 
iirt z.t<:^t^ir wm^ iMTst^t. The Federal fire was heavv, the Stono was 
:;L1 ' H iza*k«f •:cifr aod D«D-of-war. and it was evident the enemy intended 
t» • i of^ zht ftasisi^. Elff <ns weie made to concentrate a force to oppose 
t.is.. :<ai liEK* va^ wanting, and on the morning of the 10th of July he 
T.<;«?'=>f«i <€k iLe oe>t3««s of Lighthocfcse InleC with land-batteries of some 
K^rxT'fre giu» of heaiy calibre, and many more from the blockading 
&^^ The resort was speedy, and the Confederates were soon silenced. 
Ttzt Ft^Txh thru c nxpc d in force nnder cover of their artillery and 
cifcie p>c«d their f«>xing on the island. 

Thriice'ferwjLri. the constmction of defensive works on Morris Island 
w.ks c>>nnect^ with the defense of Battery Wagner. Lieutenant-Col- 
*jar'i Harris, chief ensin^i^r, well sapported by efficient engineer officers, 
did as muoh as cc«aid be done to make good the defense and compensate 
f**r the crying neglt>ct which enabled the enemy so easily to establish 
hi> attack on that line of approach. While this was going on, defen- 
sive work* were pushed on Sullivan's Island ; Battery Bee was conneeted 
with Fort Moultrie, which work was still further protected by covering 
its mas«>nry. and it was furnished with bombproof accommodations. It 
was also cvmnected with Battery Beauregard. Four batteries were built 
it> the east of that work to command the centre ground and connect with 
Battery Marshall. 

F«»rt Sumter also claimed attention. The enemy speedily established 
!«.n^-ran£re rifle- batteries agninst it. and soon demonstrated that it was 
.■•".v a .;iu-sii.»n .if limo wlu-n the fort would lose its offensive character. 
Tf>* ra-. :r.a:t> wore tillt-^l with >and fnmi the parade, the quarters were 
I r :ovi<-'i a> \s\]\ a> p««s>ible. merlons were construeu^tl, and the removal 
I i" ihe arir.anunt w;is earriitl on eontiuuously while B;ittery Wagner held 
oil!. ErVorts were enenirtically made to prepare the interior defense;?, so 
:!•« !•• rvndt-r the r«.-<lnoii«»n of Morris Island as barren of benefit to the 
* n»niy a< possible; and they were successful. On the 7th of SeptemWr 
Ritti-rv Wajner w.as evacuateil. Althouirh the eneniv made strenuous 
irloru- thi-nafier t«» advance, and e5*j>ecially to capture Fort Sumier, he 
>>d-i invariably foiUnl. 

The work> f»f ilefense around Charleston were continueil throughout 
th»* war until its cb»e. but were mostly confined to the perfection and 
.-.trtiiL'thininL' of those already constructi»d. Some new lines were built 
on Janus Island and St. .Andrew's parish, which are all shown upon the 
inaj> u|> to its date; and they cover the approaches to Charleston. With 
the exception of a spasmodic attempt to overwhelm Fort Sumter, and 
an abortive attack n}»on Battery Simkins and Fort Johnson, the siege 
(»f (harle-ton <lcp»nerated into a blockade, in which the Federal fleet 
wa-i a>si.-i.Ml by the Federal batteries on Morris Island, and a useless 
tliou;rh annoying bombardment of the city of Charleston at long range. 
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The work of the engineers went on, however, notably at Fort Sum- 
ter, which the enemy endeavored to crush continually. It was well 
supplied at night, and the works of the interior retrenchment well and 
efficiently carried on under Captain John Johnson, an able engineer, so 
that it became almost impregnable against an assault, and its garrison 
lived under the terrific cannonade to which it was subjected in com- 
parative comfort. 

The forgoing memoranda on the fortifications of Charleston it is 
feared are incomplete, having been written entirely from memory, but it 
is hoped that they will explain the map to which they refer, and inform 
the reader of the general history and object of tlie works therein indi- 
cated. The object of the fortifications was in great part accomplished, 
and the city had a partial immunity during the strife. Indeed, had 
it not been for two notably egregious errors, it may be believed that 
Charleston would have suffered few of the material hardships of the war. 

The first of these was the abandonment of Cole's Island, by which the 
enemy was practically invited to make his base within a few miles of 
the city ; and the second was the neglect to prevent the j)assage of Light- 
house Inlet, permitting him to make his attack by Morris Island. 

R. S. Ripley. 



Harbor Ohdrudions, 

[The following report of Lieutenant Talent t is believed to be correct 
in all essential particulars, having been examineil and corrolMirated by 
officers of the Confe<lerate army engaged in the defense of C-harleston 
during the perio<l to which it refers. (Suppfemeniitry Rejtnrt of J/«/or- 
General Q. A, OUltnore, Ojtenifionn atjainst C/uirlvAfon^ S. C. ) \ 

Head-quarters Department of the South,) 
Hilton Head, S. C, April 12, im5. ) 

Miyor-Gleneral Q. A. Gillmore, 

(hmmandimj Department of the South, Ilifton Heml^ S. C, : 

General: In compliance with instmctions receive*! from you, I have 
the honor to submit the following report concerning the obstructions 
which have been and now are in existence in Charlest4)n harlH)r. The 
information embodied in the report has been derived in part from the 
evidence of citizens of Charleston who have been concerned, directlv 
or indirectly, with the obstructions, and partly from my own observa- 
tions. .... 

In January, 1865, there were sixteen barrel torpedoes placed between 
FortH Sumter and Moultrie, extending across the main ship channel. 
They were anchored with a single mushroom anchor to each, with such 
length of rope as to leave them four or five feet below the surface of the 
water at low tide. The last ones were placed the night the monitor 
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Patap8Co w&s destroyed, and she was blown up by one of them. Nine 
of the sixteen have since been exploded or taken up. Some of the 
others have probably broken loose and gone adrift. The U. S. Coast 
Survey steamer Bibb exploded one in March, 1865, without damage^ 
while running the main ship-channel in ' twenty-nine feet of water. 
Steven were also placed in Rebellion Roads, on a line from Castle Pi nek- 
ney to Battery Bee. There were also three large boiler-iron torpedoes 
placed — one off Fort Wagner at the spot marked L on the chart, one 
in Rebellion Roads, and one in Ashley River off White Point It was 
intended that they should be exploded by galvanic battery from the 
shore, but the exploding cables were broken in placing them, and they 
were thereby rendered useless. 

The only other obstructions in the harbor of which I could find any 
trace were in the shape of torpedo-rafts. These were composed of four 
round logs, 60 feet long, and about 5 feet from the lower end a square 
timber was bolted on the upper side to bind them together: 10 feet 
from the upper end, three timbers C D, about 14 inches square, were 
bolted to the lower side as floats. Cast-iron torpedoes, capable of con- 
taining from twenty-five to fifty pounds of powder, were fastened on to 
tiic upper ends of the timbers and at right angles to them. The rafts 
were anchored inclining up stream, so as to leave the torpedoes about 
three feet below the surface of the water at low tide, one anchor, I, 
leading from the lower end, and one from the float timbers. The ene- 
my's steamer Marion ran upon one of these rafts in Ashley River in 
April, 1863, exploding two of the torpedoes and sinking her at once. 
Four sections were put down in Ashley River, opposite the Bath House, 
at ri<rlit angles to the channel, and three sections in Hog Island Chan- 
nel 

The testimony of all the parties whom I examined agrees as regards 
the practicability of entering the harbor, so far as obstructions were 
coikmtiumI, at any time previous to November or December, 1864. The 
pilot <»f the Palmetto State (enemy's gunboat) states that on the night 
of the 7th of April, 1863, after the naval attack upon Fort Sumter, 
he took that vessel, drawing thirteen feet of water, down out^side of 
Fort Sumter, and that, although the night was very dark and he had 
not run the channel for some time, he kept the south or main ship- 
ehannel and found no obstructicm^. A pilot who has been in the har- 
bor during tlie entire war says tliat l)efore the torpedoes were put down, 
in the winter of 1^64-6'). he would have had no hesitation, from fear of 
any obstructions, in taking a?iy vessel which would come over the bar up 
to the city, following the main ship-channel. One of the blockade-run- 
ner pilots, who lias frequently run them into Charleston, says that even 
after the torpedoes were placed he has brought in, in the night, a vessel 
drawing ten feet of water, running from Sullivan's Island to the channel 
next Fort Sumter to clear the rope obstructions, and passing over the 



clxxiv APPENDIX. 

to the level of the throats of the second tier of embrasures. On the 
north-east and north-west faces it is cut down generally to the roofs 
of the second tier of casemates. The upper casemates on these two 
fronts were destroyed, while the scarp- wall remained standing. The 
average height of the parapets exposed to direct fire is 25^ above high- 
water mark. 

" The measures resorted to by the enemy to hold the work after it had 
been virtually destroyed were to construct extensive and secure bomb- 
proofs under the ruins; to make good communications between the dif- 
ferent parts of the work ; to obstruct, as much as possible, the approaches 
to the work ; and to provide means of defense in case of an assault. 
iV>mbpnK>fs were built of 12'" "" timber, sheathed with 6^^ plank, in rear 
of the gorge and south-^<«t faces. They were apparently placed against 
the parade-wall. These bombproofs were arranged principally for quai^ 
ters, hanng chimneys, windows, and ventilators. They were contin- 
uous, and about 330'" in length. The width varied from 25 to 10 feet 
On top were placed 6 to 10 feet of sand. These quarters were loopholed 
in such a manner that the men could fire from their bunks on to the 
parade of the fort. The commissary storehouse was in the bombproof 
on the gorge. On the north-west face the whole lower tier of casemates 
and four of the second tier were converted into bombproof quarters. 
Three casemates on the north face were included. The casemates were 
secured from falling in by an interior shell of wood arched at the top 
and strongly shored up with heavy timbers. About S^ of earth was 
placed on the casemate roofs, and all breaches in the scarp-wall were 
repaired with gabions. The embrasures were left open, affording light 
and ventilation. One gun wai* mounted in this bombproof, bearing 
toward the city, used only for firing at sunset. Near it was the prin- 
cipal magazine. Near the end of the north-east face are four case- 
mates in a good state of preservation. They are closed in rear with 
timbers, and the scarp- wall is strengthened with a heavy face-cover. 
Three guns are mounted here, bearing toward Sullivan's Island. Earth 
was placed on top and in rear, making these casemates bombproof. 

" From the north extremity of the gun-chamber runs a small gallery, 
opening into a room having loopholes bearing on the parade. Above 
this bombproof two casemates of the second tier remain. A great deal 
of earth has been placed on them. In rear of these casemates is a 
wooden bombi)roof. The roof slopes off to the rear, leaving an open- 
ing in front for the whole length. The earth on top is sustained in 
front by gabions. A ladder lejuls down from this bombproof into the 
gun-room. 

" A long gallery leads from the gun-chamber to the bombproof in the 
north-west face. This gallery is 3^ wide by 6^ high. The roofs of the 
casemates are sustained by wooden arches. A similar gallery leads from 
the gun-chamber to the bombproof on the south-east face. 
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Supplirmetiinrff Ligi of Confederaie Land'/orres in Service on the 

Chagi of South CaroUna, 1S61^05. 

The list to be found on pages cxli.-cxliii. of the Appendix of tliis 
work is generally correct, but. as it covers only a limited period of time, 
the :iobj< lined information is given with greater comprehensiveness. 

Together mith the cadet!? of the S.C. Military Academy, the first com- 
panies of infantry (volunteers) sent to Morris Island, before the firin<]^ 
on the Star of the West, and pre^jcnt that day, Jan. 9, 1861, were tlie 
Vigilant Rifles, Capt. S. Y. Tupper, the Crerman Riflemen, Capt. J. 
.Small, and the Zouave Cadeti*, Lt. C. E. Chichester. 

In the Jiiiitari/ OpfrntioHS of Gat, Beauregard full and authentic lists 
of all commands engaged in the reduction of Fort Sumter, April 12-14, 
1861, will be found; but they are too lengthy to l>e repeated in this plsice. 

For the remainder of 1861, for 1862-65, the returns of War Rrconh^ 
ser. 1, vols, vi., xiv., and xxviii., give the following organized commands 
in addition to those mentioned in this Appendix: 

Tennessee. — Two regiments of D. S. Donebon's brigade. 

Florida. — Eilcrease Artillery, Capt. F. L. Villepigue. 



Louisiana. — 1th battalion infantry, Lt.-Col. J. McEnery ; Orleans Guard 
Artillery, Capt. G. le Gardeur, Jr. 

VIr'jinia. — Xelsfon Artillery, Capt. J. N. Lauikin ; Caroline Artillery, 
Capt. T. R. Thorulun : Turner Artillery, Capt. W. 1). Leake. 

Aorfh Carolinn (J. K.Cooke's brigade). — loth regt.. Col. H. A. Dowd; 
27th, Col. J. A. Gilmer; 46th, Col. E. D. Hall; 48th, Col. K. C. 
Hill; one company of light artillery, Capt. Cooper. 

(rVo/v///i.— Infantry: 46th regt., Col. P. H. Colquitt; oUt, Col. W. M. 
Slaughter; 47th, Col. G. W. M. Williams; 8th bat., Maj. H. F. 
Hunt; battalion, Maj. A. B<maud ; Legion, Col. W. P. Phillips. 
Artillery: 22(1 bat.. Col. W. K. Pritchard ; Co. C of 12th bat., Mt-ge 

train, Maj. G. L. Buist; Chestatee, Capt. T. H. Boraar. 
Cavalry: 5th regt., 21st, Maj. W. P. White, 2(1 battalion. 

^South Carolina. — Infantry : 1st regt. of rifles, Col. J. L. Branch ; 1st rt^gt., 
Col. J. Hagood; 10th, Col. A. M. Manigault; 11th, Col. W. C. 
Heyward; 12th, Col. R. G. M. Dunovant (Col. I). Barnes); 14th, 
Col. James Jones; ITUh, Col. W. D. DeSaussure; IGth, Col. J. 
McCullough; 17tli, Col. J. H. Means; 18th, Col. J. M. Gadberry; 
22d, Col. J. Abney; 24th, Col. C. H. Stevens; 2r)th, Col. A. D. 
Smith; rifles, Co\. L. M. Hatch; 3d battalion, Lt.-Col. G. S, 
James; 5th bat., Lt.-Col. J. V. Moore. 
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Cavalry: mounted rej^t., Col. W. E. Martin ; 8(1, Col. C. J. Colcock ; 

4th, Col. B. II. Rutledge; «th, Col. H. K. Aiken; Ist bat., Lt.- 

Col. J. L. Black; 4th bat., Maj. W. K. Easley; r)th regt., Col. J. 

Dunovant ; squadron, Capt. J. H. Tucker ; Stono ScoutH, Capt. J. 

B. L. Walpole ; Rangers, Capt. M. J. Kirk ; Rebel Troop, Capt. J. 

L. Seabrook. 
Artillery: horse, Capt. \V. L. Trenholm; Santee, Capt. C. Gaillard; 

Macbeth, Capt. R. Boyce; Beaufort, Capt. S. Elliot, Capt. H. M. 

Stuart ; Waccamaw, Capt. J. Wanl ; siege train, Maj. C. Alston, 

Jr.; German, Capts. C. I). Wcrnor, F. W. Wagener, F. Melchera; 

bat., Capt. T. B. Fergu>K>n, Capt. F. F. Warley. 
The 27th S. C. regt. organized, Sept. 30, 1863, by combining the 

Charleston battalion with Abuey's 8harp.shooters. 
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Dupont, R.-Ad. S. F., 24, 41, 43, 45, i 
55, 71, 86, 223, 265; Ap. 1, li, Iv, 
Ixv, Ixvi. 
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96, 104, lOX, 150, 102, 216, 219, 220, Lowmles, Lt. I':<lwanl, 218. 

226, 248, 249, 259; -4/). cliii. : Lown.les, T. Pinckney, 73, 74; Ap, 

Jenkins, Maj. John, 200, 220, 222, \ Hv. 

239; Ap. clvi. Lunw, Maj. J. J., 36, 220; A p. cliv. 

John's Lslanil, 16, 19«, 199, 200, 215, 

219, 220, 222; Ap. clvi. Mac:beth, Cai>t J. R., 87, 90; Ap. 

Jnhuiton, (apt. .Jt>seph, 2.3. liii* 

Johnson, Lt. (Capt.i .lohn, 109, 121, ■ Macbeth, Lt. E. W., 150. 

12S, i:r, 147, 1S2, 187, liK), 225, Magazines, IS. 51. 103. 188, 189. 190, 

231 ; Ap. cii. cxlviii. clviii, rlxxi. j ^^h IH 2*-J'^. 263; Ap. cxlvii. 
Johnson, Fort, 21, 29. 211, 215, 216, Manigault, Maj. E., 215, 248, 249; 

217, 21 S, 222, 223, 232, 267; Ap. ^P- Hv. 

xvii, cliii. " Marblehea*!, gunboat, 96, 198 ; Ap. cl. 

Jones. Maj.-(;en. S., 206, 219, 223. Marsh Batterv, 128. 132. 

239; Ap cliii. Marshall, Battery, 21 ; Ap. xix. 

Jones. Lt. Ire<lcll, 130.140; Ap.WW. Mathewes, J. Eraser, 113, 139; Ap. 
Jordan, B.-fien. T., 35. 39, 110, 146. <'-^3ci. 

Juno, ('onfwlerategunlKiat, 114. Malhewes, (apt. J. R., 87, 94, 140; 

j .\p. Ixii. 
Kanapatx's light battery, 237, 230. ' Mazyck, Lt. E., Ap. cxvii, cxir, oxxiv, 
Keitt, Col. L. M., 36, 149, 150, 151; : exxvi. 

Ap. Ix, cxvi. McAllister, Fort. 42. 272. 

Kcin|H.'r, Lt.-Col. Del. 97, 222. Mclvcr. Mnj. (f. W., 87 ; Ap. Ixxi. 

Keni|KT, Lt. K., m. 71 ; .4/>. liii. McLaws, Maj.-(;en. L., 240, 252. 

Keokuk, iron-chul, 43, 45, 52, 53, 54, McNclty, (apt. W. T., 68, 184. 

60, 1)2, Tw, 80, 2r>l. Mea<le. Lt.-(\mi. R. W.. Ap. cli. 

Key, Lt. J. R.. Introil. 187. Middlctnn, IL B.. 199: Ap. xv. 

King's Creek, skirmish at. 220. Michllomn, Williams, HI, 112. 

King. Capt. J. (i.. Ap. liii. Miles, (apt. F. T., 147, 156, 161, 198; 

King. Adjt. M., Ap. Ixi, cxxx. **;>• ^'• 

' Mills. Lt. T. S.. 23. 

La('<.stk. a. W.. 65, 67, 69, 71 ; .4;). Mitchel. (apt. John C.. 8.3. 87, 90. 94, 
Hv. 206, 208. 209. 223, 225. 226, 227, 

I.imar. Col. T. (i.. 25. 22?^ : Ap. liii. <lviii. 

Lamar, Fort Battery), 21, 25, 27. Montauk, in<»nitor, 43, 45, 102, 141, 

I-«e, Maj.-Gen. R. E., 39 ; .Ap. i, ii. • 158. 
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Morris Island, 16, 22, 38, 68, 77, 81, 
84, 85, 87, 88; descent on, 90, 98, 
101, 118, 119, 120, 127, 135, 151, 
168, 209, 223, 227, 235, 260, 269; 
strategic value of, Ap. E. 

Moultrie, Fort, 20, 23, 29, 38, 44, 46, 
48, 59, 102, 130, 140; attacked by 
fleet, 157-159, 178, 229; Ap. Ix, 
cxlvi. (For plan of, see plates after 
Appendix.) 

Mulvaney, Capt, J. M., 147, 161 ; Ap. 
cxxxvii. 

MurrelTs Inlet, Ap. xiii, xv. 

Nahant, monitor, 45, 52, 60, 129, 

158. 
Nance, Capt. W. F., Ap. lii, Ixi, Ixxiii, 

Ixxxviii, elviii. 
Nantucket, monitor, 45, 50, 52. 
Naval brigade. Confederate, 219, 220. 
Naval brigwle, Union, 236, 237. 
Nelson's battalion, 91. 100; Ap. Ixxii, 

Ixxiu. 
New Ironsides, frigate, 43, 44, 45, 49, 

54,56,72, 102, 125, 127, 129, 130, 

149, 157, 158, 211 ; Ap. B, Ixvii. 

Obstruction?, barbor, 29, 30, 60, 77, 
173, 178, 225, 262; Ap. Ixii, Ixiii, 
Ixv, clxxi. 

Odenbeimer, Lt. W. II., 151 ; Ap. cxv. 

Ogier, Lt. W. G., 221, 257; Ap. cliv. 

Olmstead, Col. C. H., 92, 94, 95; Ap. 
Ixxiii, Ixxxvii, cxliii. 

Opposing land-forces, Ap. cxl, clxxvi. 

Oyster Point (Morris Island), 84. 

Palmer, Maj. F. G., Ap. ii. 
Palmetto State, Confederate gnnboat, 

28, 32, 34. 48, 140, 261 : Ap. cxliv. 
Parker, Lt. W. H., 74, 75. 
Parker, Capt. E. L., 97, 200, 220, 221, 

251, 252; Ap. xx, clvi. 
Passaic, monitor, 43,45, 46, 48, 51, 52, 

129. 141, 158. 
Patapsco, monitor, 43, 45, 51, 112, 129, 

141,158,179,246; ^p. clxiv. 



Pawnee, sloop-of-war, 96, 1 98, 247 ; 

Ap. Ixvi. 
Payne, Capt. L. S., 113. 
Payne's Dock, Ap. civ. 
Pemberton, Fort, 21, 29, 215. (See 

map of defenses.) 
Pemberton, M^.-Gen. J. C, 22, 82; 

Ap. ii, iv. 
Peronneau, Capt. W. H., 64; Ap. liii. 
Pinckney, Capt. C. C, Jr., Ap. cxxv. 
Pinckney, Castle, 21, 32, 37. 
Planter, steamer, abduction of, Ap. 

• • • 

111. 
Pocotaligo, 25, 26 ; Ap. iii, iv. 
Porcher, Lt. Pbil., 114; Ap. ix. 
Port Royal, 24, 41, 237, 268, 271. 
Porter, Lt. B. IL, 163. 
Potter, B.-Gen. E. E., 250, 252. 
Powder-raft, 232, 233, 234. 
Powder-works, 60, 61, 261. 
Powe, Lt. J. H., Ap. Ixxxvii. 
Powhatan, sloop-of-war, Ap. clx. 
Preble, Com. G. H., 237. 
Pressley, Lt.-Col. J. G., 151 ; A p. cxvii, 

cxxiv. 
Preston, Lt. S. W., 160, 163. 
Pringle, Battery (Fort), 215, 220, 221 ; 

Ap. cliii. 
Pringle, Capt. R., 129; Ap. xcix, c. 
Pringle, Maj. M. A., 184; Ap. cxix. 
Pulaski, Fort, 271. 
Putnam, Col. H. S., 104, 105. 

Rains, B.-Gen. G. J.. 30. 

Rains, Col. Geo. W.. 61, 269. 

Ramsay, Maj. D., 103, 106, 107; Ap. 
Ixxxv, Ixxxviii. 

Ravenel, Capt. S. P., Ap. liv. 

Ravenel, St. J., Ap. xxx, clxiv. 
I Ravenel, Surg. W. C, Ap. cxx. 
I Reddick, Lt W. E., 106; Ap. Ixxxv. 
I Remey, Lt. G. C, 162, 163. 
I Rhett, Col. A., 37, 47, 64, 73, 121, 128, 
I 131, 142; Ap. lii, Ixiii, cii, civ. 
I Rhett, Lt. J. M., 66, 68, 121, 139, 221 ; 
I Ap. liii, cliv. 
I Rhind, Com. A. C, 45, 63 ; Ap. Iv, 
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Ri(.n, Maj. J. 11., 91, 93, 100, 101; 
Ap. Ixxvii, Ixxxiii. 

Ripley, B.-CJen. R. S., repairs Fort 
Sumter, 18; commands First Mil. 
DiMtrict, 3.5, 36, 64, 73, 81, 82, 83, 
80, 120, 124, 128, 109; change of 
command in harl)or, 172, 207, 270; 
Alt, Ixii, Ixxv; his pa|>er on de- 
fenses of CharlcHton. A p. clxv. 

Ripley, Fort, 21, 29, 37, 93. 

Rivcrs's Causeway, skirmish at, 215; 
Ap. xvii. 

Rivers's Bridge, action at, Ap. xx. 

Ro»)ert8on, B.-Gen. B. H., 221, 239. 

R«xlgers, Com. G. W., 122. 

RcKlgers, Flect-Capt. C. R. "P., 54. • 

RtKlgers, Capt. John, 4o, 46, 03, 242; : 
A p. clii. I 

Rodman, Lt.-Col. D. C, 90, 94, 95;- 
Ap. Ixix, Ixx. 

Rowan, Capt. iS. C, 158; Ap. xxviii, 
xxxiii. 

Rutlwlge, Lt.-Com. J., 28, 34, 68. 

Ryan, Capt. W. 11., 106, 107. 

Savannah, 240, 243; Ap. ii, xix, xx. 

SclHninielteniu«,s H.-Gen. A., 209, 210, 

249; Ap. xvii. 
Si'hulz's hattery. 97. 
Seoessionvillc, 21, 25; Ap. iii, iv, 

<'lxvii. 
Sellers. (\ipt. M. H., 113, 192. 
So WW P.ay. 2r)(». -J.')!. 
Seymour, P..-(icn. T., 88, 104, 105; 

A]). Ixxix. 
Shaw. (nl. K., 194, 106; ^/>. Ixxx, 

Ixxxii. 
Shunium. .>r:i).-(;cn. W. T-. 230, 240, 

212, 240. 247, 250, 254. 
Sitriials inter<'epte<l. 72, 74. 
Siinkins Ibttory. 214, 2](;. 217. 222; 

A p. ev, ex XX iii. 
Sinikins, Lt.-Col. .J. (\, 101, 107; Ap. 

Ix. 
Simons, Capt. T. Y., 147, 101. 
Sirn..nt.)n. ( ol. C. H., 30, 90. 
Smith, Maj.-Cien. G. W., 78, 237. 



Smith, B.-Cien. W. D., Ap. ui. 

Smith, Capt. K. P., 159; Ap. cxxvuL 

Smith, Adjt. W. M., Ap. dx, czzxviii. 

Smith, Isaac, gunboat, 26, 28. 

South Carolina, State of, 35, 46, 77, 
236, 240, 242, 245, 254, 260. 

Stanly, Com. F., 250, 251. 

Stevens, Ckim. T. H., 160, 162; Ap. 
cxxxv, cxxxvi. 

Stevens, Maj. P. F., Ap. i, ii. 

Stevens, Col. C. H., Ap. xxxvi. 

Stone fleet, Ap. ii. 

Stoney, T. D., Ap. xxx, clxix. 

Stoney, CaptW. E., Ap. Ixxii, Ixxxvii. 

Stono Inlet, 16, 22, 41. 44, 86. 

Stono River, 21, 20, 29, 86, 88. 

Strong, B.-Gen. G. C. 87, 93, 104; 
Ap. Ixviii, Ixx, Ixxi, Ixxx, cxI. 

Stuart, Capt. If. M., 239. 

Stuart, Lt. H. M., 140, 221. 

Sullivan's Island, situation, 16; arma- 
ment, 38, 72; fortifications, 77, 87, 
104; naval attack, 158, 159, 162, 
175, 210, 219, 226. 229, 247, 250, 
259; Ap. cxxviii, cxxx, cxxxiii. 

Sumter, Fort, plan, site, and construc- 
tion, 17, IS, 19; taken by Confed- 
erates, 23 ; armament and garrison, 
38; enjraji^es the iron-clad sqimdrtm, 
44-53 ; damages, 50, 57, 59 ; moiinti^ 
one of the Keokuk's guns, 71 ; pre|>- 
anitiims, 78-80; opens on Morris 
Islaiul in j)rotection of \Va*cner, 92- 
108; armament reducwl, 108, 109; 
p(»rge-rooms filled, 109, 110; new 
wharf const ruoti^l. 111 ; [»relinnnary 
firinj^ from Morris Island, 115; the 
first great bombardment be^in.s. 119; 
stability of the gorge dcmonstruttil, 
125 ; first breach in north wall, 12r» ; 
Gen. Ciillinore demands surrender, 
12S; night-attack l)y sqnadnm, 129; 
tires last gun in actiim, 130; its de- 
molition efTecte*!, 134; a ji<>pular 
mistake correctetl, 134; fire slaek- 
ene<l, 135; the 300-potin<ler Parroii 
ritie nu>st destructive, 130; council 



INDEX. 



clxxxv 



of defense, 11^7 ; removal of |>owder, 
137 ; severe iiight-iilUK'k by the inm- 
cluil s(j[uadron, 141 ; the fort Hilenced, 
142; the close of the first great 
iKMnbardment, 143; Col. Rhett's ar- 
tillerists withdrawn; Maj. KUiott 
cou»d')k', 147 ; K.-Ad. Dahlgren de- 
mands its surrender, 156; tire<l on 
by Weehawken, 157 ; the assault by 
night from small boats, 160-166; 
views taken in September, 166; a 
season of quiet, 169; mounts three 
heavy guns in casemate, 170; sec- 
ond great lx)mbardment o()ens, 170; 
shar|)sh<x^ter8, 173; scouts land on 
the lort at night— alarms, 174, 175; 
calcium light, 176; interior de- 
fenses, 177 ; replacing the flags, 178- 
180; results of bombardment, 180, 
181 ; views taken in Decemlier, 187, 
188; magazine explodes and sets 
fire to quarters, 189-191 ; repairs 
195; mining the long gallery, 196; 
a Christmas dinner, 198; Washing- 
ton's birthday, 201 ; bell ringing for 
alarms, 202; palmetto shield for 
east battery, 203 ; general improve- 
mentA, 204, 2u5 ; last fire upon fort 
by iron-clad s<piadron, 210; third 
great bomiianlment o|>ens, 223, and 
is continued sixty davs: the com- 
mander, (apt. iMitchel, mortally 
wounded on the fourteenth dav, 
228; Capt. Huguenin succeeds to 
command, 230; Gen. Foster's pow- 
der-rai\s a failure, 232, 233; his as- 
saulting-arks devised, 234; end of 
third great bombardment, 235; a 
period of quiet, 254; preparations 
for evacuation, and the order given, 
256, 257, 258, 259; summary of 
bombardments, casualties, etc., 265, 
272; Ap, c, cii ; details of naval 
assault, cxxxiv, cxl, cxlvii; condi- 
tion at time of evacuation, clxxiii. 
(For illustration, see plans and sec- 
tions at end of volume.) 



Swinton, Lt T. L., 184, 257, 258. 
Swinton, W., historian, 61, 268. 

Taliaferro, B.-Gen. W. B., 73, 100, 

103, 219, 220, 239; Ap. Ixxxiii, 

cliii, div. 
Tatom, Capt. W. T., 101, 107 ; Ap. Ix, 

Ixxxiv. 
Thompson, Lt. G. W., 107. 
Torpedoes, 30, 31, 32, 148, 159, 200, 

246, 262; Ap. clix, clxiv, clxvii, 

clxzi. 
Torpedo-rafts, 46, 63. 
Torpedo-ram, 31 ; Ap. Ixiv, xciv. 
Trapier, B.-Gen. J. H., 30; Ap. lix. 
Trenholm, G. H., 31; Ap. clxvi. 
Tucker, Capt. J. B., 28, 34, 08, 74, 

156, 223. 
Tupper, Priv. James, 180, 199. 
Turner, B.-Gen. J. W., 167. 
Tynes Battery, Ap. cliv. (See map 

of defenses of ("harlesttm harbor.) 

i Valentine, Capt. J., .4p.cxxx, cxlvi. 
; Vincent's Creek, 113, 150, 160, 267. 
; Voris, Col. A. C, 104, 106; Ap. Ixxx, 
cxli. 

Wagner, Battery (Fort), name, site, 
construction, 22, 47. 49, 81, 82, 92; 
first assault, 93, 94 ; first bombard- 
ment, 101 ; second assault, 104-107 ; 
opens on breach ing-batteries, 121 ; 
ridge attacked, 129; carried, 147, 
148; difiiculties of siege increase. 
148; last heavy bombardment, 149, 
150; evacuated, 151; hardshi|)s of 
siege, 152, 153, 154, 259, 266, 269, 
276; Ap. Chapters V., VI., VII., 
Vlll. 
Walker (Col.), B.-Gen. W. 8., 25, 26, 
35 ; Ap. iii, iv. 

j Walker, Capt. G. E., 20; Ap. clxviii. 

, Walter, Capt. G. H., 97, 221. 

' Wampler, Capt J. M., 122; Ap. ci. 

; W'appoo Cut, 21, 28, 75. 

j Waring, Capt P. H., Ap. IxxxviL 
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Wiirley, Lt. A. V,, 113. 
Washington Artillery, Ap. clvii. 
Washington Light Infuntry, 172, 179, 

201. 
Waterl(K) Plairc, John's Islunil, 220, 

Art Art A • 

Waticu, Lt. T. D., 102, 219; Ap. cliv. 
Wayne, Maj. R. A., 220, 221, Ap. 

clvii. 
Webb, C'apt. B. C, 249. 
Webb, Lt. W. A., 74. 70. 
Weehawken, monitor, 43, 45, 4fi, 49, 

50. 51, 55, 63, 129, 141, 157, 18G; 

A p. cxx \ cxlvii. 



Welles, (;., Secretary U. S. X., 40, 43» 

71 ; Ap. 1, li. 
WMiite, Lt. E. J., 78, 124, 231, 257, 

258 ; Ap. Iviii. 
White, Maj. J. B.. 239. 
Williams, Lt E. P., 162, 163. 
Wise, B.-(;en. II. A., 200; Ap. cl. 

Yatf2*, Lt-a)l. J. A.. 20, 28, 47, 1.38, 
216,218,219; Ap. liv, Ixxiii. 

Young, Lt. W. G., 184. 

Zealy, Lt C, 237. 



THE END. 
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